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information networks) are often ephemeral and imperceptible to the non-
gay. These links traverse international language barriers, geographical
borders, cultural traditions, age, race, religion and class. The unigue
fusion of gay identity, enhanced by similar responses tc mainstream
oppression and attempts to recover a common history, continue to coalesce
in the emergent and evolutionary kaleidoscope of gay culture.

Other ties, such as the milieux of lesbian and gay bars, specialty
shops, community centres, special events and fund-raising drives are more
overt and thus, discernible to the public eye. Although most are located
in corporeal territories, the central characteristics of gay iconography
and co-optation, argot and lingo, press and media ventures, role-playing
and bar proxemics show similarities across different gay comunities. In
particular, the panoply of gay publishing and press transmits information,
cormunity reports, social, legal and political news bulletins and
scholarly commentary both within and between the various communities. The
proceeding chapter outlines each of the five levels of comunity
development 1in considerable detail. Subsequently, this discussion
augnents the original model of evolutionary institutional and
organizational complexity (see Figure 1) which is elucidated in the

following chapter (see Figure 3).
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A Preliminary Apologia

There are several deficiencies intrinsic to the ensuing discussion

! and a preliminary apologia is therefore

of various gay comunities
appropriate. The first problem is largely a result of temporal
definitions of the situation which are constantly being transformed by
indijviduals, groups, and society 1in general. This paradox may be
conceived of as the dilemma of viewing the past through the eyes of the
present. In other words, because researchers cannot move backward in
time, to a point prior to the present level of gay community development
and in fact, the evolution of the gay world (as few as ten or twelve years
ago would be sufficient for this purpose), it becomes difficult to
accurately describe and in fact, define, a pre-world existence.
Moreover, since many of the communities discussed in the following
chapter continue to evolve and to develop, whatever may be said about them
is characterized from the perspective of the present only. When this
analysis has been recounted however, such a description must be construed
as accurate only in terms of vyesterday, but is not wholly relevant for
today or tomorrow. Therefore, all ethnographic analyses of evolutionary
development bring with them the dilemma of intrinsic obsolescence as
present is immediately consigned to past. it is thus imperative to
recognize the impossibility of ‘'catching up' with evolutionary
development. That such analyses are problematic means that the 'genuine’

nature of gay comunity development may be captured only with reference
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to a somewhat imprecise 'ethnographic present’.

Finally, the collection of ethnographic data within the lower
levels of gay comunity development (commuter zones and occasional
communities) is approximate at best. This is because such comunities
are generally characterized by a need for secrecy in addition to the
intrinsic transitory and ephemeral features of the group. Moreover, most
of these small cities and rural or semi-rural areas do not accommodate gay

3 or gay-oriented businesses (such as bars, book

groups, organizations
stores, and restaurants) and therefore, the gay population is generally
composed of loners, colleagues and peers. Thus, it is not the absence of
gatekeepers as such, which impedes the process of data collection in these

areas, but rather the veritable invisibility of gay people (individuals

or social networks) in general.

Variation Between Comunities: The Levels Defined

Each territorial corrmum'ty4 is itself comprised of varying degrees

of 1institutional completeness. Naturally, the variation between large
urban city centres (such as Toronto, Vancouver, Montreal, New York, San
Francisco, Boston and Los Angeles) and small rural towns (such as

5, Barrie, Welland, Amherst and Burlington) serve as obvious

Sasparilla Bay
and extreme polarities. Thus the smaller and less populated cities (such

as Hamilton, St. Catharines and Rochester) appear as gradients along the
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cont inuum between institutionally complete comunities and the peripheral
areas which lack institutional completeness and bear a low level of
organizational sophistication. Each of the lower levels of organization
is subsumed by the one above. The multi-faceted gay world is thus
comprised of all of these levels as they are situated according to
temporal, spatial, historical and geographical conditions.

The introductory schema of levels of gay community development and
organization (see Figure 1) is now insufficient for the purpose of
providing a detailed continuum. A further elaboration thus provides a
more explicit and characteristic illustration of the varying degrees of
institutional complieteness and organizational sophistication (see Figure

3, preceding page).

The Lowest Level: Commuter Zone

The lowest level of institutional completeness corresponds with a
lack oF organizational sophistication. It is also comprised largely of
individuals (many of whom may be 'closet cases') which Best and Luckenbill
(1982) have characterized as 'loners’, although there are likely to be a
few 'colleagues' or associates among the residents. Thus, the small
Canadian towns and cities of Barrie, Orillia, Niagara Falls, Dakota
Points, Sasparilla Bay and Stoney Creek, have little to offer their gay
residents, beyond their proximity to other larger cities which host a

distinct and accessible gay milieux.
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Figure 3.
MODIFIED OVERVIEW OF LEVELS OF GAY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

THE GAY WORLD

] 1l
GAY COMMUNITIES

I. "PRE-WORLD' (highest) level of community development, prior to
achieving true world status (New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Provincetown). This area accommodates the largest number of
organizations, services and institutions and these are

referred to as "formal organizations”.

1. FURTHER (higher) level of development (Toronto, Vancouver, Montreal,
Buffalo) with some formal organizations, larger nurbers
of small groups, associations, informal supports and services

as well as fewer bars than level I. Areas are not institutionally
complete, although they display a higher level or organizational
sophistication than level Il1l. More "mobs” here although

these shall be referred to as 'associated groups'.

I11. 'MIDDLE RANGE' level of development (Hamilton, Rochester).
Fewer organizations and groups, many alternatives in larger
urban areas detract from the possibility of institutional
completeness and reduce conmunity solidarity. Most of gay
population gathers in groups of "peers” with some associated
groups and usually one formal or semi-formal organization.

1V. OCCASIONAL COMMUNITIES accommodate a lower level of development
(Mississauga, Newark, Lethbridge) which are referred to as
"occasional conmmunities” largely because they commonly host one
support group and infreguent dance or sporadic event. Mostly
colleagues, although of course, loners are common.

V. COMMUTER ZONES exhibit the lowest level of development (Barrie,
Burlington, Dakota Point). No organizations or community
groups. This is wholly a 'comuter zone' which may also be
referred to as "bedroom communities” hosting more "colleagues™
and "loners', some "peers' but less than above levels.
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These areas, for the active gay, are largely 'comuter towns' often
referred to as 'bedroom communities', where one sleeps but rarely
remains during hours of work or leisure. Many of these residents rely
on the people in their conmunities for employment, housing, goods and
services (such as groceries, liquor, furnishings, telephone, hydro and
perhaps health care), some acquaintances and friends, familial relations,
and a sense, however routinized or remote, of daily living. However, for
the gay man or lesbian, close friendship networks, leisure time, social
events and intimate relationships may take place wholly within the
boundaries of another town or city. This occurs in large part of
necessity, but too, out of a desire for anonymity which permits one to
keep a Job, retain status and acceptance 1in his/her community of
residence, and to maintain harmonious family ties.
N It is worthy of note that not all gay men and lesbians 1in rural
areas feel disadvantaged by the absence of a visible and active gay
comunity. In fact, as Miller has shown, "the mainstreaming of gay and
lesbian life" (1989, 9) has not occurred in many small American cities
and towns such as Selma, Alabama; Bunceton, Missouri; and Olgilvie,
Minnesota, among others. Nor has gay |iberation proper come to the rural
Canadian areas of Dakota Point, Ontarijo; Lethbridge, Alberta; Coombs,
British Columbia and North Bay, Ontario. But this does not mean that
there are no gay men and lesbians in these cities and towns. How do the
lesbian and gay residents of such areas contact others? How do they

reconcile their gayness with the absence of a viable gay community in the
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towns in which they reside?

Both gay and non-gay 1individuals usually choose a place of
residence for specific reasons such as the proximity to friends or family,
gainful employment, studies at a local college or nearby university, or
the maintenance of an intimate relationship. In any case, the place of
residence is almost always a product of choice, specific to the
individual. One woman chose to live in Sasparilla Bay because her
partner's employer required her to live within a one mile radius of her
place of work. Another lesbian moved from a small town to Dakota Point,
Ontario to follow her chosen profession, aware that the higher pay scale
could not fully compensate for the cold northern weather and relative
isolation from the gay community. During off duty time, vacations and
weekends however, she usually commutes to Winnipeg, Buffalo, Colorado or
Toronto and has thus remained, for the most part, in touch with the
various lesbian and gay communities. One gay man left the Toronto area
to live with a partner whose new job took him to the more rural district
of Elginia, Ontario’. A gay male couple moved from a comfortable home in
Hamilton to Toronto when one partner's firm requested relocation. A
Toronto lesbian couple separated when one woman was offered a high paying
job in Boston and the other did not wish to leave Canada. Still another
lesbian chose to remain isolated in the small town of Amherst to be near
her lover who, fearful of custody battles, continued to reside with her
husband and children. Eleven years later, although the relationship

between the women endured, the residential situation remained virtually
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unchanged.

The needs, goals and struggles of gay liberation do not touch
everyone in the same way. For those who do not live as openly gay
individuals, personal priorities may be focused on continuing in a high-
paying or rewarding career and/or maintaining a significant relationship.
For these people, practical needs take precedence over extended
participation in a visible gay comunity with its gay bars, support groups
and services, marches and cultural symbols. Although some individuals are
aware of the existence of gay comunities and organization, the sounds and
images exist, for the most part, as both a low priority and a distant
reality. Many small town residents frequently content themselves with a
partner or small circle of (gay or gay-positive) friends, an occasional
vacation or trip to a larger city, and a form of impression management
which permits them to pass as 'straight’' and thus to maintain job or
career security. In this sense, such individuals tend to live on the
periphery of the gay world by virtue of their sexual orientation and
sporadic contact with other gays.

Frequently, the gay residents of small towns (such as Barrie,
Welland, Dakota Point, Amherst and Tonawanda) will attempt to seek out
similar others and to collect information regarding the most proximate
gay comunity. This may be undertaken in several different ways. In the
current gay ‘'world' newspapers, magazines, travel guides and local
community calenders abound, serving as information networks which detail

specific comunity events, bar locations and business hours, dance dates
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and current news. These are usually available in bars, gay (or gay-
positive) book stores and through mail order distributors. Often, such
information is initially provided by a friend or acquaintance familiar
with a local gay community. Having procured a travel guide (such as The

Gayellow Pages, Places of Interest, Inn Places or The Guide) the 'commuter

zone' gay man or lesbian may also utilize this as a reference guide by
which to make contact with other )gay organizations, direct membership
inquiries, place an ad in the personal colum or join a 'pen-pal’ club to
make new gay friends or find a lover, purchase other guides, books or
magazines by mail, find a telephone number for the nearest gay telephone
service, or discover that the nearest gay community (perhaps with a few
gay bars, support groups, religious chapters or monthly dances) is within
conmuting distance for weekends or days off.

It is in this way that the interested gay resident of a small town
or city frequently becomes involved with one or more gay communities
outside his or her residential area. Thus, the process of networking,
integral to the development of the gay world, has begun for the newly-
conscious gay man or lesbian. However, such activity may be viewed as one
more 1link in the networking chain since the individual has clearly been
informed by someone else (or in the case of a newsletter or magazine,
something else) already involved in the process. The informer of a
previous ly-unexperienced gay person has probably either been involved with
a local gay covmunity or has gleaned information him/herself from another

involved or knowledgable party. This is an important way in which gay
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camunity information is passed from one group or individual to another -
across towns, provinces, states and countries.

Thus, when a gay man or lesbian visits Buffalo and explores the
local gay comunity, it is almost certain that he or she will pass the
details on to other gay individuals in Toronto, Hamilton, or wherever the
information may be most usefully transferred to others. For example, when
the gay men from Los Angeles attended the annual Pride Day Celebration in
Toronto last year, they exchanged gossip, news and information with gay
Toronto residents regarding their respective communities. Clearly, they
will pass this on to others, and they to still others over time, in an
almost infinite chain of gay information and networking. This ‘gay
grapevine' transcends the particular comunities and makes knowledge
(however inaccurate, or embellished as it moves through the various
channels of comunication) of the 'world' and indeed the worid itself,
possible.

The need for such an exchange can best be illustrated by the
following anecdote. While preparing for a trip to Jamaica in late 1982,
a lesbian couple were discussing the local gay comunity in the West
Iindies with several other gay and non-gay friends. They had been informed
by several people that the gay comunity was small, poorly organized and
invisible, but that it did exist. Content with this meagre 'proof', they
began almost immediately watching and listening for signs, symbols, codes,
gay advertising and newsletters. The women spoke with members of the

hotel staff in Montego Bay, the vacation tour guide, the local tourist
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information bureau and a few of the friendlier locals. The two were told,
in no uncertain terms, that there was no gay community because people
didn’'t like gays and besides, there were '"mo gays in JA" (the local lingo
for Jamaica). Undaunted, the couple continued making inguiries among
native Jamaicans. Finally one suggested that they speak to a Jamaican
woman named 'Ricky' who could usually be found with a group of friends in
front of an old bridge near the downtown area. As it turned out 'Ricky’
was a very large 'butch-looking' woman, perched on a powerful motor bike
which was dwarfed by Ricky's size. Although the women approached her with
courtesy and caution, she responded by announcing loudly, for the benefit
of passers-by: "l don't like honkies and | ain't got nothin' to tell ya!”
To make a long story short, Ricky was not about to acknowledge the
existence of any gay people, not to mention leading the women in the
direction of the bars they had heard about. Seven days later, the couple
still had not heard of nor seen a gay bar or disco and for them, the gay
comunity was simply invisible in Jamaica.

Two weeks after their return home, a female friend, one of the
people who had described Jamaica's underground gay comunity to the
couple, returned from vacation, to chide them gently. She informed the
women that they had just missed the gay bars (of which there are
apparently three) by a few yards. Thus, it is not accurate to claim that
Jamaica is without a local gay comunity, only that the latter tends to

be largely invisible and inaccessible to the uninformed (gay) tourist.
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The Occasional Community

There are other comunities however, where one goes to spend an
afternoon, evening or special occasion. Such areas include: North Bay
(accommodat ing one gay support group, "Gay Nipissing”, which operates a
telephone 1ine one evening per week); Niagara Falls, New York (boasting
one 'mixed' gay and straight guest house); Kelowna, British Columbia
(entertaining one support group); Newark, Delaware (the University of
Delaware houses a campus gay and lesbian group which produces a lesbian
and gay radio weekly programme); Lethbridge, Alberta (sponsoring an AIDS
information and referral service for mixed cliientele); and Mississauga,
Ontario (which at present houses one gay and lesbian support group known
as 'Gay Equality Mississauga' or GEM for short, whose telephone service
operates one evening per week and dances are held on an erratic basis).

These cities and towns share an increase in organizational
sophistication, although they are in no way institutionally complete.
Along with the 'loners’, these areas are characterized largely by the
presence of 'colleagues' or associates, although there is evidence for
the existence of a few 'associated groups'. The latter term substitutes
for Best and Luckenbill's (1982) 'mobs’' category which does not adequately
depict the form of social or support group most often evident at this
level of organizational sophistication. All of these areas inciude one
or two gay groups, most of which provide specific services at least one

day per week, and are often composed of a fluctuating membership
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contingent. The latter usually occurs as a consequence of the absence of
a visible and coherent gay 'community’', without which the group cannot
form an enduring coalescence or unity.

Moreover, as other gay communities become more organized and
institutionally complete, the existence of alternative communities draws
membership and energy away from smaller, disorganized, conservative or
homophobic areas. This reduces the evolutionary potential for
institutionally-incomplete communities, allowing only the possibilities
of contribution by young gays (whose migration is restricted by age,
parental or financial limitations), transient gays (area visitors or
short-lived residents), or new migrants to the area. The latter may bring
with them the experience of previous residence in a more institutionally-
compliete community, participatory activism, and gay-oriented current news,
events or available publications. Or, these new residents may simply
adopt a stance of camouflage or anonymity, which appears to be so

prevalent among gay people in small towns (see Miller, 1989, for example).

The 'Middle Range' Level of Development

However, in the 'middle-range’ cities, characterized by a higher
level of 1institutional completeness, organizational sophistication (such
as Hamilton and Rochester) lesbians and gay men find a much wider range
of gay and gay-oriented activities. The most prevalent forms of social

interaction usually include groups of 'peers', some 'associated groups’
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and a few 'formal organizations’' (Best and Luckenbill, 1982) which are
comonly headed by an 'urbrella group’'. The number of gay bars, book
stores, employment opportunities and specialized goods and services do
not however always meet increasing demand. The need for social
alternatives and for a more visible sense of gay community, leads many to
commute to larger centres such as Toronto, Montreal and Buffalo. First,
a brief examination of the history and development of the Hamilton gay
community may help to illuminate this level of organ'ization.8

In 1972 the McMaster Homophile Association began small membership
meetings on the McMaster University campus. The Homophile Association
generated a successful and enduring 'Gayline' telephone counselling and
referral service staffed by lesbian and gay volunteers in 1973 and
published the newsletter Dialogue, which was discontinued by 1979.
However, factionalism within the Association and tensions with the
university combined to render the Homophile Association virtually defunct
by 1980.3 A few members of the original McMaster Homophile Association
initiated the development of a new and modified support group entitled
'Hamilton United Gay Societies' (typically abbreviated HUGS) which has
become the ‘'urbrella’ group for specialized branches, sub-groups and
services of the Hamilton lesbian and gay community, becoming incorporated
as a non-profit organization by early 1983. Outgrowths from HUGS now
include: a dance committee; gay youth support group, for those under
twenty-one years of age (whose meetings and membership tend to be somewhat

erratic)w; the Hamilton Lesbian Collective or H.L.C. (formerly entitled
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the Gay Women's Collective or G.W.C.); a recreation and plannhing
committee; the gay father's group (originally affiliated with the Toronto
Gay Fathers at its inception on February 14, 1981) whose membership now
includes gay men over thirty years of age; the Gay Phoenix (a conmunity
newsletter and calender 1initiated 1in February of 1982 in slightly
different format); the Hamilton-Wentworth Gay Archives (formed by one of
the original HUGS members as the Archives History Project); and, since May
of 1988, the HUGS BBS (computer bulletin board system) which offers an
all-women's section, a Canadian Gays echo-mail board, local messages and
other special areas of particular interest to lesbians, gays and
bisexuals.

Originally, HUGS was a small, informal group whose members, weary
of having their weekly meetings shuffled from various building and room
locations on the McMaster campus, moved completely off the university
grounds. Until April of 1982, when HUGS was able to lease their first
office 1in downtown Hamilton, members conducted meetings, rap groups, and
'"Gayline' training session in the private home of one of its members.
The original G.W.C. was forced to do likewise until one of the branches
of the Unitarian Church approved the use of one room for the bi-monthly
meetings. The coordinators of the "Tea Dances” (1icensed dances held on
Sundays) encountered a similar situation, moving from one hall to another
until locating a semi-permanent home in the heart of downtown Hamilton.
Moreover, HUGS also holds an annual picnic and corn roast near Toronto,

and the Gay Phoenix continues to provide community news and a calender of
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events for Hamilton lesbians and gays.

Other activities for gays and lesbians which are not directly
affiliated with HUGS now include: a gay bowling league; '"Live and Let
Live", a gay and lesbian chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous; and a casual
gay and lesbian-positive softball league.

May of 1982 saw the initiation of an M.C.C. (the non-denominational
Metropolitan Community Church for gay men and lesbians) chapter in
downtown Hamilton. For several years, Hamilton gays complained that they
were compelled to commute to Toronto or Kitchener in order to attend
Sunday M.C.C. worship services and M.C.C. social events. Perhaps the
habit of conmuting, or the social circles developed, could not be broken
for the Hamilton chapter disbanded after several months, due to the lack
of membership and community support. Thus, gays and lesbians in Hamilton,
Burlington, Stoney Creek and surrounding area are once again forced to
attend M.C.C. services in the nearest host community.

The same is true of the annual Pride Day celebration and parade.
Perhaps it is because Hamilton lesbians and gays have become accustomed
to (and somewhat apathetic regarding) the size of the turnout of Toronto's

" or perhaps it is difficult to draw a comparable crowd

June celebration
in the city of Hamilton. Perhaps too, Hamilton cannot yet gather an
adequate amount of financial, legal and gay comunity support (from non-
gay politicians, police officers, downtown businesses and members of the

parks board, the lay and still largely homophobic heterosexual conmunity).

Regardiess of the grounds, many Hamilton lesbians and gays continue to
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march under HUGS banners, youth group signs or special interest group
banners at the constantly-expanding Toronto Pride Day parade on the last
Sunday in June of every year sine 1981.

For several years, Hamilton boasted a single gay bar known as

R Originally gays and lesbians met at the Tavern (once
staffed almost completely by gay men) until disco opened on the
floor above. Although not gay-owned or managed, draws a primarily

gay and gay-positive crowd who are themselves a heterogeneous group 1in
terms of class, colour, age, sex, race, religion and place of residence.
The Tavern, on the other hand, draws a mixed gay and straight
crowd, although it 1is currently identified primarily as a straight
establishment. Moreover, during the last several years _~ has
undergone renovations geared to providing more comfort, space, and
aesthetic attractiveness for its patrons. The doors of the mezzanine now
permit one to enter through the Tavern, but not to return
through the interior. There are now separate washroom facilities for the
both of the bars and this was apparently a response to the requests of the
patrons of both bars.

The Hamilton gay community, led by HUGS, did make an attempt to
establish a bar and restaurant managed by and for gay men and lesbians.
The short-lived 'Century Place Restaurant' was also referred to as 'the
HUGS Bar' (on one evening per week during which its doors were opened

strictly to lesbian and gay patrons). The restaurant was owned by a

heterosexual business woman who, judging this to be a lucrative endeavour,
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agreed to lease to HUGS on several conditions. Unfortunately the
partnership socured and, opening its doors to the Hamilton gay and lesbian
comunity in September of 1982, the HUGS Bar closed not quite three months
later when the Century went up for sale in November of the same year.

In 1988 however, another alternative bar opened its doors in
downtown Hamilton. ___ was rumoured to be gay positive, although the
owners preferred not to publicly identify themselves as gay-oriented in
order to reduce potential problems with the wider comunity (property
damage and 'gay bashing' are the most prevalent dangers for gay

establishments and individuals in the downtown core). The bar does

advertise in the local gay community newsletter The HUGS Phoenix and in
the widely circulated Toronto Xtra!, insuring a least a partial gay
clientele. It is a much smaller bar than although it does offer
a 'cosy' atmosphere, with a working fireplace near the entrance for those
cold winter nights. The dance floor however, is tiny and the music loud
enough to prohibit intimate conversation, but the atmosphere is an
accepting one, particularly for gay men. Women are welcome, but are
usually outnumbered by the male patrons and employees. Moreover, the
clientele of this bar is generally a younger male crowd and this is one

of the reasons why many of the gay women tend to prefer {although

here too, the gay men frequently outnumber the women) if they cannot
comute to another, larger city.
With the opening of the Women's Bookstop in 1987, Hamilton lesbians

and gays were offered an additional reason to patronize their own
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community. Prior to this, the easiest way to obtain gay books, journals
and literature for interest or research, was to go to the gay book stores
in Toronto, Montreal or Buffalo or to order them by mail. Although at
present, the University book store stocks a few academic and general
titles of interest to gays, and several downtown book stores carry a few
of the mainstream authors (organized in general fiction sections), there
are no gay magazines or quarterlies available and the variety, selection
and specialization of the gay book stores cannot be matched.

Moreover, since the unfortunate demise in February of 1987, of The

Body Politic (TBP), Canada's most popular gay liberation magazine”, The

HUGS Phoenix and the free supplement to TBP (Xtra! which was originally

added in 1984 as a community calender) were all that remained to offer
Hamilton gays information regarding community events. Until recently one
would have to drive to Toronto to pick up a free copy of Xtra! (which has
expanded its news coverage and content since the termination of TBP), but
it 1s now available at the Hamilton gay bar.

1988 also ushered in a new (or perhaps revived might be a more
appropriate term) Hamilton support group: GLAM or Gays and lLesbians of
McMaster. At present, this group is in its infancy, engaged mainly in
peer support for other gay and lesbian university students.15 it is
impossible to project what the future holds for GLAM.

In sum then, what does Hamilton offer gays and lesbians? The list

includes: two gay bars, although clientele in both establishments is

varied; a popular gay-positive cafe; several different support and special
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interest groups both affiliated and separate from the central HUGS gay
organization; a gay bowling league and seasonal softball team; a book
store which carries several lesbian and gay titles; an AIDS referral and
counselling service (HANDS) which offers help to anyone with AIDS, ARC or
HIV-positive status, their partners, friends and families, and anyone
interested or concerned about AiIDS-related diseases in addition to
publishing their own newsletter; one general gay conmunity newsletter and
a gay newspaper imported from the most proximate large gay community
(Toronto); one popular gay male cruising area in the downtown core and
another city park popular for anonymous sexual encounters. Although there
are some employment opportunities for gay men and lesbians (in the bars,
cafe, book store and the few hairdressing salons owned by gays)w, these
are scarce and most do not offer the 1ikelihood of dealing solely with gay
people (as do several establishments in downtown Toronto).

Thus, there is evidence of a gay popu]ation'I7

, known gay areas or
niches (but not quite territories, with the possible exception of one
street in particular), gay energy and 'gay time' (late on weekday evenings
after the completion of heterosexual obligations of work and corresponding
extracurricular activities) (Lee, 1979: 187) and late Saturday evenings.
There 1is however, no real 'boundary’' around the Hamilton gay community,
but rather it is extremely diffuse due to the proximity to the larger gay

communities of Toronto and Buffalo. Thus, much of the energy of Hamilton

gays (Lee, 1979) tends to be re-directed to these other camunities.
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As a consequence of the scarcity of alternative (wholly-gay)
milieux and the hours of business in the bars in Hamilton (designated by
the Ontario Liquor Control Act) 'redundancy’, defined by Lee (1979, 189)
as the existence of "back-up systems’, is difficult at best. After the
bars and cafe(s) have closed, by which time support group meetings have
also concluded, and hair salons and book stores have closed for the day,
the only possible alternatives to returning home alone include cruising
one of the two city areas in search of anonymous sex or companionship; if
one has been invited, attending a gay party in a private home; or rounding
up a few people at bar's end for an impromptu get-together in one's own
home. Thus, any existing 'redundancy’ in Hamilton is more a consequence
of one's intimate and social gay networks than a product of an existing
level of institutional completeness within the gay community.

Hamilton's political organization (HUGS) also accommodates several
recreational sub-groups (Breton, 1964). There are, however, no
professional or religious organizations and educational orientation is
manifest only in the HUGS Speaker's Bureau which may be classified as a
sub-group rather than a well-defined organization with the resources to
carry out its purpose of large-scale education of the public. As we shall
see, this is not the case in the more organizationally sophisticated and

institutionally complete gay comunity of Toronto.
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Further Organizational Development: A Higher Level

The urban centres of Toronto, Buffalo, Vancouver and Montreal offer
a much greater range of alternatives and opportunities for those wishing
to move primarily within gay milieux. In these areas, the range is broad
and the activities diverse. These cities all contain a nuvber of formal
organizations (complete with particular goals, an internal hierarchy,
specialized political strategies, lobby groups, information networks and
publications), many associated groups, informal supports and services, a
host of bars, cultural and recreational activities and special comunity
events. in 1989 for examwple, a numerical comparison of the gay
organizations, support services, bars, church congregations and
publications in Toronto, Vancouver, Montreal and Buffalo would best be
surmarized in the following manner (see preceding page).

The miscellaneous organizations category includes: gay florists,
accountants, financial advisers, graphic arts, archives and history
projects, travel agents, pet groomers, physicians, AIDS services, Venereal
Disease clinics, bath houses, health and recreational club facilities,
interior designers, hairstylists, lawyers, insurance agents, guest houses,
property managers, upholsterers, landscape, painting and mailing services,
caterers, psychotherapists and counsellors, telephone information lines,
political associations and committees, special interest groups (for gay
youth, gay minority groups, university associations and gay and lesbian

support groups. In each of these four cities only one of the book stores
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Table 1.

A COMPAR{ISON OF GAY ORGANIZATIONS AND GROUPS |
SERVICES MONTREAL TORONTO VANCOUVER BUFFALO
Organizations
(Miscellaneous) 34 39 43 14
Book Stores 3 3 1 3
Commun ity
Centres 0 1 1 0
Religious
Groups &
Chapters 3 6 5 3
Bars and
Restaurants 43 18 14 11
Publications 2 3 1 2
Total 83 68 65 a3l

listed is wholly gay; the others stock many lesbian and gay titles and
display them in a well-marked lesbian and gay section.

This level of organizational sophistication and institutional
completeness, as well as the coalescence of gay and lesbian self-
consciousness, is perhaps best illustrated in a brief overview of the
TJoronto lesbian and gay comunity. The University of Toronto Homophile
Association (touted as the first gay organization in Canada) was formed

by a group of approximately sixteen 'self-acknowledged homosexuals'
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(perhaps spurred by reports of the Stonewall riots in New York City in
June of the same year) in October of 1969 (Hanmnon, 1989: 5). In 1971,
CHAT (the Community Homophile Association of Toronto) was founded, leading
the way for other developments during the same year, which included a more
radical group entitled Toronto Gay Action, a York University campus

homophile group (Hannon, 1989: 5), and the first issue of The Body Politic

(Canada’'s most widely circulated gay liberation magazine until its demise
in 1987) which began its fifteen-year history in November.

Gay and lesbian bars existed in Toronto long before the
development of homophile associations and gay 1iberation groups, although
they were mostly private and after-hours clubs, some of them housed in
dingy, well-disguised basements beneath warehouses in industrial areas and
business sectors. Although lesbian and gay bars are now generally
accessible to the pub]icw, as recently as ten or eleven years ago, several
gay bars screened their patrons carefully. In fact,

Just to remind the hundreds of women (and handful of men)

who passed through The Bluejay on a weekend that they were

in for an underground experience, prospective customers had

to make it past an ummarked door, the mandatory coat check,

signs asserting management's right to throw anybody out, two

Doberman pinchers (sic) and either one of two owners, Patty

or Robin, armed with a membership book. A1l that for entry

to a long, smoke-filled room (Bearchell, 1981: 25).

Similarly, at the now defunct women's Cameo C]ubm, in a dark and
isolated industrial section of the city, one peered through a mail slot
in the heavy steel door. If you appeared as expected (like a lesbian or
then, a 'dyke') or were in the company of one of the regulars, the door

would be opened. You would then be looked over by a very tall, heavy,
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gruff lesbian who would, by way of peering right through you, decide your
age and sexual orientation. If you passed this inspection, a cover charge
of two dollars would be demanded, your hand would be stamped and you would
be permitted to enter. Something of an adventure awaited, in the semi-
darkness of a large dance floor surrounded by wooden tables, metal chairs
and a surprisingly well-1it bar area. The ceiling was covered with
aluminum foil and was faintly reminiscent of a cave, until the strobe and
disco lights caught and were reflected, prism—-like, around the entire
room, making it look less like a warehouse and more of a colourful cavern.
Moreover, men were permitted inside the bar only when accompanied by a
regular patron or a group, at least one of whom was recognized by the door
person.

Many of the 1960s and 1970s Toronto gay bars have long since
disappeared and, as a consequence of gentrification, they have been
revamped by heterosexual, affluent entrepreneurs or razed by the bull-
dozers of development, shopping mall finance, parking lot allocation and
condominium design. The latter is the reason for the recent closure of
the Chez Moi, a popular two-floor women's bar and disco in the downtown

area. This has left Toronto lesbians with several alternatives: the

, until recently the only other women-only bar; the , a
licensed member's club for women only; the mostly-male or the more
expensive and mixed-clientele, ; or the men's bars which require a

gay male escort which are all options which were unavailable several years

ago. Gay men have also rallied to the aid of lesbians in the Toronto
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camunity, offering solutions to the void experienced by regulars of the
Chez. Indeed, several of the men's bars are now holding special women's
nights and one popular men's bar and restaurant has now become a new
women's bar, a substitute for the recently defunct 'Chez’.

Lesbians and gay men in Toronto can also choose from a wide variety
of alternatives to the bars. One might prefer to attend a meeting of Gay
Asians; Gays and Lesbians Aging (GALA); Gay Fathers of Toronto; Gays and
Lesbians at U of T; the Lambda Car Club; Gay and Lesbian Alliance at York;
Lesbian and Gay Youth Toronto; Gays and Lesbians at the University of
Toronto (GLAHUT); Lesbians of Colour; Toronto Rainbow Alliance of the
Deaf; or Zami (for black and West iIndian lesbians and gay men). Or, if
one wishes to participate in sports, one may choose among the Pink Turf
Soccer League, Running Wilde (running club), the Rotators Curling League,
the Not So Amazon Softball League, the Downtown Swim League, the 'Out and
out Club' (hiking), or the Judy Garland Memorial Bowling League. The
Barracks (private social club) and the Club also offer gay men health
club, gym and sauna facilities.

For a gay man or Jlesbian with time on their hands, volunteer
possibilities inciude: Toronto Area Gays, AIDS committee of Toronto, Casey
House (Toronto's AIDS Hospice), RTPC (the Right To Privacy Committee) or
Gay Courtwatch (legal service referral and defence coomittee), Canadian
Gay Archives, Toronto Counselling Centre for Lesbians and Gays, Lesbian
and Gay Community Appeal, Lesbian and Gay Pride Day Committee, Gay

Community Dance Committee, CLGRO (Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights in
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Ontario), Womynly Way Productions (sponsors concerts, dances and special
events), or the 'Lesbian Phoneline'.

Or, if an individual wishes to drop in for a social gaff or
information, they might check at the community centre, the University
Homophile Association, the private women's club or one of several popular
cafes. Professional lesbians and gay men might wish to contact the
Association for Gay Social Workers, Gays and Lesbians in Health Care, the
Toronto Lambda Business Council. |If one happens to be a parent concerned
about a son or daughter's homosexuality, or wish to seek further
information, one can contact Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays or
the Sexual Orientation and Youth Program.

Lesbians and gay men requiring crisis intervention or support may
choose between approximately fifty-eight peer support and self-help groups
and services; seventeen telephone 1lines; twenty-four coming out and
counselling service groups; and several gay and gay-positive private
practice counsellors, psychotherapists and psychologists. If one is
casting about for something to do during an evening or weekend, there are
several entertairment alternatives, including gay fiims at the Carlton,
a gay play at Tarragon Extra Space, one of the many holiday, special
occasion and fund-raising dances at the bars, Buddies In Bad Times
Theatre, the St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, the SAC Hanger Pub, the
Factory Theatre or the Bathurst Street Theatre. |f one requires overnight
accommodations, there are four gay guesthouses (although two are

specifically for men). Should a lesbian or gay man wish to undertake a
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gay studies course, there are several now available at Ryerson
Polytechnical Institute.

If one wishes to take part in a worship service, or to contact
other gays and lesbians of a similar religious denaomination, existing
chapters 1in Toronto include: Aware (Christian Reformed), Christos
Metropolitan Community Church (Christian, special emphasis on AIDS and
outreach programs), Chutzpah (Jewish), Dignity (Roman Catholic), integrity
(Anglican), Lutherans Concerned, Metropolitan Comunity Church (typically
abbreviated M.C.C., for non-denominational Christians), Seventh-Day
Adventist Kinship Canada, Toronto Affirm (United), or the Unitarian
Universalist Lesbian/Gay Concerns Committee - First Congregation (First
Congregation and the gay community in general).

If one is interested in hearing a gay radio program, one can choose
'Sound Women' (Sundays 12:00 to 1 p.m.), the Pink Antennae (Tuesdays 7:00
to 8 p.m.), or Gaywire (Thursdays 6:15 to 7 p.m.). |If a gay man or
lesbian 1is seeking information regarding local comunity events,
restaurants or bar hours, one can pick up a copy of Xtra! (bi-weekly and
available free at most bars and gay book stores), The Web published
monthly for women (also available free), Broadside (monthly for wamen,

available at all three popular book stores), Rites (monthly, available at

several book stores and social establishments), or the Directory of

Services in Toronto's Lesbian and Gay Community (on sale at the gay book

store).u
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Gay men and lesbians may purchase clothing, jewellery, furniture,
framing, and real estate, and have gay individuals clean, landscape or
ook after your home or pets while you are absent. There is also a gay-
positive Credit Union (Bread and Roses was established in 1978), and area
gays handle accounting, tax returns, stocks, bonds, financial counselling
and investment services. Moreover, if one searches carefully, a gay
dentist, physician, hairstylist and lawyer may be located. It would seem,
in fact, as if there is no restriction of movement within the gay
community. However, one cannot always buy groceries, liguor, appliances,
cars and household goods, have mail delivered and garbage picked up by gay
people. There is almost no way to insure that one will always (or often)
be served by a gay person at a bank, department store, emergency hospital
department, dry-cleaners, newspaper stand, theatre, goverrment office,
police department, shoe store, record shop or corner variety.

There are areas of the city which are more amenable to a larger
percentage of the gay population, including Church, Wellesley, Sherborne
and Yonge Streets. It is not, however, always financially feasible to
reside in this areas since, renovation, gentrification and heightened
demand have caused a continued increase in rental rates and property
values. Moreover, many of the gay businesses cannot afford large salaries
for their employees, and as a result of the population of Toronto, gay
emp loyment opportunities are limited, although not to the same degree as
Hamilton, Rochester, Mississauga, Dakota Point, Barrie, or many of the

smaller towns in the United States.
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Cawthra Square Park (particularly during the Pride Day celebration
on the last Sunday in June) is visible, although temporary gay territory,
as are many of the bars, cruising areas of the parks, and particular areas
surrounding popular gay guest houses and gay book stores. There is also
a certain amount of redundancy in the city, as a result of the many late
night cafes and after-hours clubs. However, since the Ontarijo Liquor
Control Act also presides over this area, it is impossible to purchase
beer, wine or liquor after 1:00 a.m. in the gay bars, restaurants or
cafes. As is the case of Hamilton, one must host a social get-together,
resign oneself to drinking coffee or pop in an after-hours establishment,
or conmute to the closest American city which, if one is in Hamilton or
Toronto, happens to be Buffalo, where most of the bars close at 4 a.m.

Thus, Lee's (1979) concepts of gay time, gay energy, gay population
and gay niches (although the latter two are obviously much larger, more
visible and easier to locate than those corresponding to lower levels of
development, institutional completeness and organizational sophistication)
can be applied in much the same manner that they are in the cases of
Hamilton and Rochester.

However, the Toronto gay community appears to accomodate almost
all of Breton's (1964) markers of institutional complieteness including:
religious, political, recreational, professional and educational
organizations (although the latter is a relatively recent occurrence
within the community), two gay newspapers and a small comunity newsletter

(in addition to several small, erratic publications).



215

Welfare organizations, one of Breton's original markers of
institutional completeness, is not apparent 1in this comunity in its
typical form, although for the first time, we do see a modified version.
Fund-raising campaigns, dances and special community events are frequently
organized around the sole purpose of providing financial support to
specific groups or individuals. There are dances held to raise money for
the annual Lesbian and Gay Pride Day celebration; special performances of
plays, screenings of films and autographing of new books by gay authors
are arranged so that a percentage of the proceeds will benefit particular
groups of PLWA's (persons living with AIDS) or Casey House (the AIDS
Hospice); several individuals whose employment has been terminated as a
consequence of their sexual orientation have received help in the form of
benefit proceeds, comunity support and political lobbying on their
behalf.

The 1979 Barracks Defense Fund and the 1982 Right to Privacy
Committee (RTPC) campaign were organized to provide emotional, legal and
financial support to the 'found-ins' of the police bath raids. More
recently (1985), the labour movement, with the help of several gay-
positive lawyers and the Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario
(CLGRO) launched a 'Karen Andrews/Local 1996 Access to OHIP Committee’
campaign in support of Andrew's struggle to obtain OHIP coverage for her
lesbian partner of ten years and two children by a former marriage.
Although Andrew's employer, the Toronto Public Libraries Board agreed to

pay the family premiums, OHIP refused to comply. This arbitration
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therefore not only challenges OHIP regulations, but calls into question
the inadequacy of traditional definitions of the family. Thus, the
campaign has been entitled, "We Are Farm’\y".22

The community organized benefit dances, coin donation boxes were
placed in many gay establishments, and buttons were printed and sold at
Lesbian and Gay Pride Day, gay book stores and other gay-oriented
businesses. Proceeds from these efforts helped in part to pay Andrews'
legal expenses. The response of the comunity 1is such that once a
precedent is established, it becomes an advantage for all lesbians and
gay men (although perhaps in different ways). Such fund-raising, although
less well-endowed than mainstream financial aid systems, are dependent
largely upon voluntary contributions from others, and somewhat temporary
(as a response to sudden, unforeseen circumstances, individual or
comunity need) since it is not necessarily a constant. Thus, this
comunity support system can be regarded as an early or emergent form of
in-group welfare and is, at present, a kind of artefact, rather than an
formally-organized institution of the Toronto gay corrml,ln'ity.23

Finally, the boundaries encompassing many gay communities are both
relatively invisible and highly diffuse. The latter 1is largely a
consequence of the volume of migrants, tourists and visitors to the
Toronto area, who commute from Hamilton, Mississauga, Barrie, Orillia,
Burlington, Peterborough, Welland, and as Lee noted, "...at least fifty
miles in each direction” (1979, 182). In like vein, Breton suggests that:

The presence of formal organizations in the ethnic comunity

sets out forces that have the effect of keeping the social
relations of the immigrants within its boundaries. It tends
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to minimize out-group contacts (1964, 197).

The 'Pre-World' (Highest) Level of Community Development

At the highest level of institutional completeness and
organizational sophistication, we find in the gay comunities of Chicago,
San Francisco, New York and Los Angelesﬂ, an increased degree of
variability, an expansion of gay and lesbian consumer goods, community
events, recreational and social alternatives, and a greater likelihood
that more gay persons will secure employment within the gay community.
in short, we find more reasons for the gay resident of any one of these
cities to remain within its periphery. The largest variation between
these cities and those of Montreal, Toronto, Buffalo and Vancouver, is one
of degree since "the institutionalization of the movement has occurred
more rapidly and more completely in some parts of the country than in
others” (Mauss, 1975: 396). For gay men and lesbians generally, these
cities, replete with diverse gay milieux, are more closely representative
of the ideal, the gay person’'s valhalla, than any other .5 However, to say
that gay clubs, groups, associations and institutions evolved historically
prior to the development of any other, is also true.26

This level of institutional development accormodates a large nurber

of 'formal organizations' as well as all other soiitary and group forms

including loners, colleagues, peers and associated groups. The gay and
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gay-positive groups, services, organizations and comunity centres in
these well-developed cities include the kinds found in Toronto, but they
have also become more specialized since gay ownhership is more visible and
predominant. in these larger cities, specialty shops oriented
particularly to lesbians and gay men include giftware and cards, novelty
items and erotica, leather, video, pets, jewellery and antiques. Gay and
lesbian counselling services and professionals are now available for help
in the areas of substance abuse (drugs and alcohol), dieting, AIDS peer
counselling and resource centres, funeral services and grief counselling,
and health care in general. A 1989 comparison of New York City, Los
Angeles, San Francisco and Chicago, would be illustrated in the following
manner (see preceding page).

A1l of these American cities accommodate large numbers of
organizations, book stores, bars and restaurants, illustrating a high
level of diversity within lesbian and gay covmunities. It 1is necessary
at the outset to remain cognizant of the fact that the existing volume
and diversity of institutions and organizations do not always accurately
reflect the number of individual members or involved parties. More often,
particular individuals are simultaneously 1involved 1in several groups
(nretworking) and there 1is frequently a good deal of overlapping
personnel.27
These cities, in particular, play host to a wide range of groups,

activities and alternative gay and lesbian milieux. An inventory of all
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the extant groups and organizations would prove to be a lengthy and

A COMPARISON OF GAY ORGANIZATIONS AND GROUPS ||

Table 2.

SERVICES New York
City, N.Y.

0rganizations

{¥iscellaneous) 369

Book Stores 4

Community

Centres 1

Relrgious

Groups & 16

Cnapiers

Bars and 57

Restaurants

Pubiications 10

0%, 457

San Frangisco,
California

80

8

12

70

174

Chicago,
i11ino1s

65

1

14

54

139

L0s  Angeies,
California

72

3

15

68

1647

somewhat redundant enterprise.

It is however, necessary to note that this

level has developed a greater mulitiplicity than any other, with the

exception of the gay world proper.

30

in fact, Fernandez recently estimated

that the proliferation of gay organizations in the United States has now
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reached a total of eight thousand, ranging from small groups of stamp
collectors to the National Gay Rights Advocates which retains a mailing
list of over forty-five thousand members (1989, 4).

This wide range of diversity and organizational sophistication does
not, however, necessarily correspond to a complete level of institutional
completeness. It is only in the larger and more developed (mainly
American) cities that one would conceivably spend the greatest amount of
time in lesbian and gay milieux. This 1is primarily because the less
evolved cities do not provide all of the necessary services, activities,
emp loyment opportunities and leisure alternatives whereby one can remain,

for the most part, in gay and lesbian environs.

CONCLUS ION

The preceding chapter (in conjunction with chapter five) provides
evidence for a world level or structure based on a case study of gay and
lesbian organization such as those which have been described herein. The
author hypothesizes that these various communities are interwoven and
contribute to the personnel, organization and development of the gay

wor 1d, making the existing gay world possible.
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Five discrete levels of cormunity development and organization have
been examined in detail and included, 1in ascending order of complexity,
the lowest level 'commuter zone', the 'occasional community', the 'middie
range' level, further development: a higher level and the ‘pre-worid’
(highest) level. These various levels of community development have been
outlined in terms of the groups, services, organizations and institutions
within them, and this model has been supplemented by current figures and
ethnographic data. The classification of these levels may appear
arbitrary, but such distinctions have been created for prevailing
analytical purposes only.

it has not been my intention to characterize this world in
approximate terms, although as a consequence of the continuing process of
emergence and evolution, such a world as it is portrayed today has already
undergone changes which relegate the description to past tense. In other
words, a general representation of the gay world must, of necessity, be
regarded as a temporal approximation since we can neither hold evolution
stationary nor social organization constant.

Much the same is true of the proceeding discussion of gay world
structural features including the politicization of homosexuality, the
politics of gender and AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome), age
structure and capitalist enterprise. For, even as these structures are
examined, they are engaged in the processes of change and transformation.
Thus, an analysis of such features nmust be developed in terms of an

ethnographic present since the comunities, their cultural artifacts and
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particular characteristics continue to emerge, to evoive and to alter much

of the terrain of the gay worid and, in fact, the world as a whole.
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END NOTES

1. Personal conmunication from Dr. Richard A. Brymer, McMaster
University, Hamilton, Ontario (November 1, 1989).

2. The term 'community' as employed in this context, generally
refers to:

...those aspects of human and social interdependence that do

not necessarily involve conmunication and consensus, but

arise from the simple fact of men and organizations

coexisting in the same geographical location (Becker, 1966:

21).

3. The term organization, as it has been used throughout this
work, generally refers to "those kinds of structures that have one or a
few formally stated purposes” (Becker, 1966: 17).

4. The precise term ‘comunity' illuminates one of the more
inherent difficulties in the definition of homosexual groupings of any
nature. That is, one may well question whether homosexual membership
truly constitutes a gay or homosexual "community”, a “sub-culture”, a
"counter-culture”, a "minority", an "alternative lifestyle”, a "society"
(Chesebro, 1980: 131; Hatterer, 1970: 10), a "society within a society”
(Cory and LeRoy, 1963: 5), or whether a group of homosexuals may in fact
create a gay "world" (Reiss, 1967: 207; Blachford, 1981; Harry, 1982;
Harry and Devall, 1978; and Hoffman, 1968: cover). I|n a similar manner,
Foster and Murray, assert that:

To those who work in the heterosexual world and live in the
homosexual world, homosexuality is neither sub-culture nor

counter-culture. Rather it 1is an inter-culture. For
homosexuality is everywhere. |t sits next to you at the
office. It brushes shoulders with you when you shop. ([t

visits, perhaps even lives, in your home. It is both a way
of life and a state of mind (1981, cover).

Moreover, Plurmer proposes that:

The most important thing about a man’'s situation is that he
lives simultaneously in two very different worlds. In the
first place he is a mammal of quite ordinary properties, yet
at the same time he lives in a symbolijc unijverse”" (Plurmer,
1975, 11, cf. McCall and Simmons, 1966: 39-40).

Warren suggests that while, "...comunity is a matter of time, space
interaction and human relationships, and special knowledge" (1974, viii),
the gay community is not necessarily tied by specific places and times
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since the gay sense of comunity is bound by a common sense of secrecy and
stigma (1974, 13). In addition, Warren notes that the notion of comunity
is also contingent upon "...the sharing of a bond of fellowship that
transcends concrete situations” (1974, viii). Therefore, "the boundaries
of place and time, then, serve only to locate the particular people;
descriptions of their relationship, interaction, and knowledge are also
specific to the group but do not depend on it for their form" (Warren,
1974: 13). More importantly Warren advises that:

All of us live in worlds, and some of us even have
identities. A world is a unit of experience, such as work,
the gay world, or the family, which exists before we enter
it and continues if we leave it; identity is a clear answer
to the questions Who am |? and Where do | belong? Although
wor lds are wide open to observation, identities often remain
elusive (1974, vii).

5. Sasparilla Bay is a pseudonym for a small waterfront town in
Ontario with a population of approximately twelve thousand. There are a
few public lesbians and gay men but it is a small conservative tourist
area and potential consequences of involuntary detection as a result of
this work take precedence over specificity. The nature and content of
this thesis necessitates cloaking three geographical areas in particular
in order to protect the inhabitants against potential discrimination or
trauma.

As May admonishes, "the fieldworker owes confidentiality to his
researched population just as surely as the physician or lawyer owes it
to patients or clients” (1980, 356). This is particularly true in the
case of research involving 'deviant' populations as publicly defined and
in the context of this thesis, safeguarding the anonymity of those who do
not wish to be revealed is primary. | have embraced the ethics adopted
by the American Anthropological Association, which state that:

In research, an anthropologist's paramount responsibility is

to those he studies. When there is a conflict of interest,

these individuals must come first. The anthropologist must

do everything within his power to protect their physical,

social, and psychological welfare and to honour their

dignity and privacy (Principles of Professional

Responsibility, 1970, paragraph 1).

See also Spradley, 1980 (20-25) and May, 1980 (368). For the
complete text of the Principles of Professional Responsibility formulated
and pubiished by the Standing Coomittee on Ethics, 1970, see Thomas Weaver
(ed.), To_See Ourselves: Anthropology and Modern Social Issues, Glenview:
Scott, Foresman, 1973.

6. Dakota Point is a pseudonym used to designate a rural area of
Ontario. This town, hidden in the northland, boasts a population of
approximately three thousand people. See note number 5.
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7. Elginia is a pseudonym, in the manner of Sasparilla Bay and
Dakota Point, for a township in southern Ontario with a population of
approximately six thousand, four hundred. Several of the gay and lesbian
residents | have spoken with have chosen to conceal their sexual
orientation and partnerships. Refer to note number 5.

8. In the ethnographic style of Whyte (1943) and Brymer and
Farris (1967) in particular, | have attempted, throughout the thesis, to
weigh the potential for this research to do harm. This ethical quandary
is particularly apparent in the subject matter of this chapter and | have
attempted to circumvent any potential difficulties within gay communities
by remaining cognizant of the Kantian Categorical Imperative which advises
one to treat others as ends in themselves rather than as means.
Therefore, as Spradley notes:

No matter how unobtrusive ethnographic research always pries

into the 1lives of informants. Participant observation
represents a powerful tool for invading other people's way
of life. It reveals information that can be used to affirm

their rights, interests, and sensitivities, or to violate
them (1980, 22).

Initially, one of the goals of this chapter was to provide a kind
of 'guide map', whereby students, scholars, gay men and lesbians could
traverse the gay comunities (of Hamilton and Toronto in particular),
exploring the unfamiliar niches and establishments at their leisure.
However, such an outline also provides similar knowledge to hostile or
unintentional others which 1is potentially harmful to various gay
cammunities. It can be argued that much of this information resides
largely within the public domain, although the gathering of such data
requires at least an initial understanding of the ways in which it may be
obtained. | am concerned not only with the safety and anonymity of those
individuals whose sexual orientation remains undisclosed, but also with
the sanctity and integrity of the gay conmunity as a whole. As May
suggests:

Conmunities, as well as individuals, have their own kind of

integrity. Misshapen, imperfect and unjust as comunities

may be, they have their secrets, their sorrows, their

aspirations, their special rhythms, and their values that

ought not lightly to be disrupted (1980, 364).

Since it is my intention to do no harm and there exists reasonable
doubt regarding the potential costs and benefits associated with the
naming of specific gay establishments, | have chosen not to name them.
Should someone require this information in order to undertake scientific
replication of this thesis or scholarly research in the area, the author
may be contacted through the Department of Sociology, McMaster University,
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. t(t is my hope that perhaps, in the gay world
of the future, this obligation to protect will be unnecessary.
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9. Much of the information surrounding the demise of the McMaster
Homophile Association is based on rumours and hearsay and therefore is not
reiterated in these pages.

10. In the early 1980s HUGS risked losing its liquor licence for
the lesbian and gay dances as a consequence of underage drinking and drug
charges by local police 1investigating the dance hall. This caused
friction between the gay youth and adults which eventually culminated in
restricted entrance to the dances for those without age of majority,
although this rule has now been revoked. The internal difficulties of the
gay youth group have in sum yielded meeting cancellations, inter-group
conflict and a shift in member personnel.

11. According to several sources, approximately twenty-five
thousand attended Toronto's 1989 Lesbian and Gay Pride Day (Honey, 1989:
A3, and Popert, 1989: 12) as campared to the one thousand attending
Toronto's first Pride Day in 1981.

12. A reliable informant noted that the Hamilton gay bar opened
as a hotel and brothel in 1897, adding a large bar area in 1927. In 1972
the brothel was closed and the Tavern became one of the meeting
places for gay men and lesbians, although not overtly so. disco
opened in 1977 on the former hotel room floor, and for a short time, was
open six evenings per week. Hours of operation have now returned to three
nights per week.

13. Not all past readers of The Body Politic would refer to its
demise as unfortunate, however. There were many skirmishes with the law
(the magazine was charged with obscenity many times over its fifteen year
history) and readers, angered by explicit advertisements, radical politics
or The Body Politic's support of a volatile group (such as 'Men Loving
Boys Loving Men'), often cancelled their subscriptions and sent hostile
letters to the editor. The accumulation of financial arrears primarily
led to the cessation of The Body Politic, although this was also coupled
with a lack of clear purpose and meaning (see Bebout, 1987: 4-5 for more
information).

14, Such gay bar 'freebies' are often referred to as 'bar rags'
and the Hamilton gay bar has taken a lesson from its Toronto counterparts
in making such conmunity newspapers available to Hamilton gays (both The
HUGS Phoenix and Xtra! are complimentary at the door). There is almost
no better place to read a gay community newspaper than in a gay bar with
a beer or drink in front of you while you pass the time or wait for
friends. A smart business person is generally aware of the mutual
advantages of such a service.
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15. GLAM did however hold one public dance on McMaster campus in
late 1988, although | understand that because it was not a success (low
attendance and harassment of the patrons by heterosexual 'tourist' males),
there are no plans for another in the immediate future.

16. Of which, to my knowledge, there are currently two in
Hamilton.

17. There remains no real consensus with regard to gay population
figures. Several years earlier, Karlen estimated that some ten million
of the two hundred million people in the United States "are or will become
exclusive or predominant homosexuals - more than there are Jews or
Americans' (1971, 511). Hayes also described homosexuals as "America's
largest subculture” (1976, 256) and more recently, Lucco's conservative
estimate arrived at a figure of three-quarters of a million gay men and
lesbians in America (1987, 35-6). in 1985, U.S. data suggested a
population of 238.7 million (Statesman's Yearbook, 1989-90, New York, St.
Martin's Press, 1989) and in Canada in 1986, an estimated population of
25,354,064 (as quoted in the Globe and Mail, April 14, 1987, from
Statistics Canada, June 1980 Population Census). If we then divide these
population statistics by the pedestrian figure of ten percent believed to
be gay, we would arrive at a gay and lesbian population of 23,870,000 in
the United States, and 2,535,406 in Canada.

18. These figures are borrowed in part from Gayellow Pages: The
National Edition. New York: Renaissance House, 1989.

19. There are exceptions to this, however. On particularly
special occasions (such as during Sunday brunch prior to the special
screening of the Boston-produced lesbian soap opera, "Two In Twenty", at
a Toronto women's bar), heterosexual couples with children will be greeted
politely at the door. Once it is explained that they are about to enter
a lesbian bar, the family usually exits quietly.

20. The Cameo Club opened in 1975 and was defunct by 1984.
Apparently, one of the first gay bars in Toronto was ‘Maison de Lys' which
opened in 1961, becoming the Music Room a year later and closing after a
fire in 1966. The Melody Room opened in 1963 as an after-hours club at
457 Church Street and later became a men's bar known for a short time as
Tanks. Due to the failure of Tanks, it was later changed to a lesbian
bar named Sappho's which was the target of arson a scant two weeks later.
in the early 1980s , it re-opened as a bar and restaurant for men and
women called Together, which was successful until about mid-1985 when,
after a change of ownership, it subsequently became the men-only bar The
457 and later, Together Again for lesbians and gay men. The bar has
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currently resumed the name The 457 and once again welcomes primarily gay
men.

There were a nuvber of women's bars which did not endure, unable to
campete with the long-standing Bluejay which closed in 1978. The
unlicensed Pussycat Club both opened and closed 1in 1975. The Fly By
Night opened in 1979 and closed one and a half years later. Deja Vu,
housed in the former Bluejay, opened in 1980 for one year and was
succeeded by the now-defunct Eve's in 1981. There were two lesbian Eve's
bars with the same owner in different locations and both have long since
closed (Bearchell, 1981: 25-7).

21. Much of the information on pages 22 to 24 is a synthesis of
that which is contained in: Social Services Network, 1989; Gayellow Pages,
1989; Toronto Lambda Business Council, 1988-89, and various 1989 issues
of Xtra!

22. In addition, the "CLGRO (Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights
of Ontario) Working Group for Relationship Recognition” arose from the
Toronto Conference on gay and lesbian spousal issues, entitled 'On Our
own Terms', in August 1989. The group is currently working toward the
poiitical, social and legal recognition of gay and lesbian families.

23. However, a more formal econamic system is found in San
Francisco's Atlas Savings and Loan Association and to a lesser degree in
the Toronto pro-gay Bread and Roses Credit Union. More than a decade ago
Adam noted that,

Although there are no homosexual banks, gays have made a
tentative beginning with regard to the organization of an
economic movement with the establishment of an employment
bureau for homosexuals (1979, 314).

24. Also, to a degree in Washington, D.C. (with organizations and
groups totalling ninety), Boston, Massachusetts (a sum of 95) and
Provincetown, Massachusetts (71 groups and services, although 52 of these
are guest houses, hotels and bed and breakfast accommodations).
Provincetown, a favourite travel hot-spot, 1is quite different in that,
apparently heterosexuals comprise a population minority, out-numbered by
the lesbian and gay residents and tourists.

25. The large American cities in general manifest higher degrees
of institutional complexity and organizational sophistication than their
Canadian counterparts. Moreover, according to the International Gay
Travel Association (IGTA) in Denver, Colorado, the top ten domestic travel
destinations are in descending order of preference: Key West, Florida; San
Francisco, California; Provincetown, Massachusetts; New York City area;
Southern California; Miami and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida areas; Hawaii;
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Washington, D.C.; New Orleans; and Phoenix, Arizona (Alyson Publications,
1989: 101).

26. See both Chapter two and the Appendix !I (Chronology) for a
synopsis of gay and lesbian historical development.

27. For many gay people who reside or emigrate to, vacation and

visit:

San Francisco remains the capital city of Gay America - the

Emerald City, the gay Oz...there is a gay chamber of

cormerce, the Golden Gate business Association, and a gay

and lesbian thrift institution, the Atlas Savings and Loan

Association...!f the homosexual demi-monde that is so

visible on Castro Street has given San Francisco a lurid

image to the rest of the nation, the prim neighbourhoods of

gay-owned Victorians suggest another reality: a solid, hard-

working and civic-minded middle class that has little 1in

common with the gaudy campiness of the street people

{(Morganthau, et al., 1983, 34).

Moreover, as Becker and Horowitz once noted, San Francisco has been
regarded by many as, "an experiment 1in the consequences of tolerating
deviance" (1971, 6).

28. These figures have been compiled with reference to
Renaissance House, 1988; Alyson Publications, 1989; and personal
communication.

29. Personal correspondence with over ninety groups and
organizations failed to discern even approximate membership statistics.
| was, however, informed by several organizations that no such collection
of figures had been undertaken. | suspect that this is in large part, a
consequence of shifting group membership, transitory personnel, and the
generally ephemeral nature of the organizations. As a corollary of the
latter, any attempt to collect such data would probably be viewed by group
members as dangerous or threatening. in a very real sense, it would
likely jeopardize the anonymity which is essential to the participation
of some group members. Herein lies the essence of the barrier to data
collection in the gay world.

30. To be examined in the following chapter.



reality and the essence of the modern gay world.

CHAPTER FiVE

STRUCTURAL FEATURES OF THE MODERN GAY WORLD

The unveiling of the memorial AIDS quilt for the first time
provided a somber (sic) adjunct, as did the AIDS victims in

wheelchairs who led the march. There were small and
poignant reminders of loss, too, like the lone South Dakotan
whose T-shirt stated simply, "1'm Marching For Michael

Hackett - He Didn't Make I1t."” The quilt itself, the size of
two football fields, was composed of almost two thousand
rectangular panels. Each was inscribed with the name of
someone who had died of AIDS, and many panels were decorated
with flowers, palm trees, and intimate touches such as
poems, pictures, and embroidered guitars and tennis rackets.
On display just a few hundred feet from where the speakers
(including presidential candidate Jesse Jackson, United
Farmworkers president Cesar Chavez, and actress Whoopi
Goldberg) were exhorting the crowds, the quiit left everyone
in tears. The quilt was both monumental and personal, and
with the Washington Monument on one side and the dome of the
Capitol on the other, its brightly colored panels stood out
boldly in the afternocon sunshine (Miller, 1989: 301).

INTRODUCT ION

Much of the existing sociological dialogue fails to capture the

theorists, such as Breton (1954), Harry and Devall (1978) and Lee (1979)
do not account for the cultural and political characteristics integral to

the creation and maintenance of this gay world and the various communities
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This is largely because
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of which it is comprised. It is this area in which British sociologists
have contributed much to our understanding of culture, cultural artifacts
and materials, such as the significance of signs, symbols and self-
consciousness (eg. J. Clarke, 1975; Hall and Jefferson, 1975; Hebdige,
1979; and Brake, 1980).

Moreover, Lee (1979) conceives of the various comunities as
ecological territories and thus fails to develop the association between
subcultural organization, increasing self and group consciousness (both
explanatory justification and advocacy sponsorship) and evolutionary
phenomena. Best and Luckenbill (1982), also fail to recognize the
cunulative nature of organizations in their model of the social
organization of deviants. The authors overlook the notion that each
ascendent level of sophistication encompasses and transforms the lower
levels, creating a reorganization, and continuous 1interplay between the
various levels of organization.

Lee presumes, | think, that the various comunities exist as gay
world structures unto themselves and therefore no attempt is made to
illustrate a higher level of development such as the gay world, within
which these comunities are largely constituent parts. Each of these
communities contribute similar and simultaneously distinct slices of gay
and lesbian life to the gay world proper, but many of the structures of
this world transcend particular coomunities and 1ink them together. This
is particularly apparent within the lower levels (eg. the 'cormuter zone',

'occasional community' and 'middle range'), since these are, by virtue of
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their relative size and geographical isolation, at once a part of, and
discrete from, the larger gay communities. Rural residents may contribute
to the development of the gay world by participating in existing or
emerging political structures, by their voting behaviour and political
tenets (which ultimately may have an effect on existing intra-group
factionalism). They may also engage in volunteer work for a local
coamunity newsletter or magazine, patronize a gay bar, restaurant or guest
house while on holiday, or contact gay service groups for information.
All of these activities, as they are undertaken by numerous gay and
lesbian residents, serve in some manner to enhance, transform and to
maintain the links and cohesion of the gay world.

It is the structures of this world (the politics of homosexuality,
gender, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, emerging age-grade systems
and modern capitalist enterprise) which reorganize all prior levels of
community development. However, while the gay world continues to expand,
the lower levels of comunity development tend, in some ways, to become
nonessential. This means that the absence of service and political
infrastructures in the less organized communities ('commuter zones' and
'occasional comunities’) motivates the residents of these areas to direct
their concentration and energies to the larger comunities (such as
further development and 'pre-worlid' levels). Consequently, the
communities in which they reside cannot become institutionally complete
or organizationally sophisticated, although the gay world in general

continues to evolve.
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This chapter focuses on the structures of the gay world which are
both specific to, and simuitaneously transcend, territorial comunities.
The movement of gay men and lesbians from 'the closets to the courts’ will
be discussed in the following, as this process has culminated in the
politicization of homosexuality, whereby 'private troubles' have been
transformed into ‘pubiic issues' (Mills, 1959). The politicization of
homosexuality has developed largely as a response to the oppression,
intolerance and persecution engendered by mainstream cuiture. Some of
the structures and institutions which presently exist in the gay world
(such as conmunity centres, publishing companies, religious chapter's",
health clinics, gay and lesbian illness support groups, teen outreach
programs, telephone counselling services, senior programs, and public
awareness forums) have been modelled on their counterparts from the main,
although others (such as Lesbian and Gay Pride Dayz, AIDS outreach
programs and special events) have been created, and tailored, to fit the
needs of each particular gay community. That such efforts are always
successful is, however, questionable.

The atmosphere and events of the post-Stonewall era, during the
last two decades, have created conditions germane to the evolution of gay
communities and the gay world. This expansion has in turn, engendered an
increasing heterogeneity within the gay world which is apparent 1in
conflicts of interest, dissention and in particular, political and
structural factionalism within the gay world and between this world and

the mainstream.
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Among gay men and lesbians, much of the chasm is a result of the
discord between the 'homophile old guard' (the older, more conservative
and acquiescent bloc) and the radical militant faction (the younger, more
vocal gay activists). The defensive strategies of the conservatives allow
them to co-exist with the dominant culture primarily through ‘passing’ (as
non-gay), accommodation and public conformity. The activists, on the
other hand, employ a strategy of offence, preferring confrontation,
litigation and public visibility. Clearly, the mainstream 1is audience to
two vastly discordant factions and this will be further examined in the
present chapter.

The politicization of homosexuality also extends to other issues
and among the more salient are the politics of gender and Acquired Inmune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). There has been, and continues to be, much
factionalism between lesbians as a consequence of conflicting interests,
value definitions and goals of the 'radicalesbians’' and the conservatives.
This 1is very similar to the chasm created between the 'homophile old
guard' and the 'militant radicals’'. However, among members of the radical
group, an individual's sexual relationships, public behaviour and personal
preferences are defined in terms of whether they are or not politically
appropriate (the politically correct-politically incorrect dichotomy).
The conservatives however, welcome the sense of solidarity and community

among lesbians, as a consequence of their mutual history, oppression and

stigma.
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The relationship between gay men and lesbians has, during different
historical periods, vacillated between unity, conflict, abhorrence and
solidarity. Many lesbians continue to regard gay men as adversaries
because of the dominance and power accorded them by virtue of their
maleness in a social structure which categorizes women as subordinate.
The effeminate male and masculine female stereotypes perpetuated only in
the mainstream, but also among gay men and lesbians themselves.’

The new dilemmas posed by the outbreak of Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) have motivated the creation of a unique service
infrastructure (buddy systems, support groups, information networks and
telephone distress and referral 'hotlines') and accelerated civil rights
litigation and institutions (hospices, funding and research services)
within gay communities and the gay world. Thus, expansion and evolution
have been an integral part of the response systems of gay men and lesbians
to the disease and the political, legal and social-psychological traumas
related to AIDS, ARC (AiDS-related complex) and HIV-positive infection.
The present chapter will briefly address the politics, modern difficulties
and strategies by which gay men and lesbians have attempted to cope with
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrame.

The 1issue of gay world age structure is examined through a review
of the current literature on gay aging, an examination of rites of passage
and the double stigma (of old and gay). It appears that lesbian and gay
age structure is a recent phenomenon and one which is currently in the

process of emergence. The existence of this age structure, albeit in the
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early stages of germination, suggests that the gay world in general is
more organizationally sophisticated and institutionally complex than ever
before. That gay men and lesbians are beginning to address their concerns
about aging and bereavement means that litigation in the areas of same sex
spousal benefits, grief, survivorship, burial provisions, chronic care,
nursing home regulations and legal rights 1in general, are likely to
accelerate.

Finally, it is suggested that as a result of the capitalist mode
of production in Western societies, gay and lesbian liberation now exudes
a price. To be a young gay person 'coming out' in the late 1980s and
early 90s is a more expensive and less satisfying endeavour in some ways.
Original writings (Jjournals, periodicals, first edition novels) are
currently more difficult to locate, many are out of print or the costs are
prohibitive. Moreover, within the gay world, supply is not always equal
to demand and that which is available is now costly.

In other words, the gay 'ghetto' has now become part of a larger
and more lucrative enterprise. Once-informal supports, services and
information packets are now parcelled as various fragments of
bureaucratic, (frequently incorporated) hierarchically-organized
institutions which exchange their goods for currency. It is not uncommon
today for heterosexual and gay shop, restaurant and bar owners to post
cover charges (to enter the establishment) and to demand excessive liguor
and food prices. This 1is particularly the case in smaller cities where

there is 1ittle or no competition for lesbian and gay patrons and their
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wages.

In general, mainstream and gay entrepreneurs have become cognizant
of the fact that gay men and lesbians are willing to purchase the symbols
of their culture (pink triangle buttons, lambda pendants, logos emblazoned
on expensive sweat shirts and exclusive jewellery items). These symbols
and many others have now become commodities on the open market and not
occasionally, these goods carry exorbitant price tags. It is not my aim
to justify, or to fully account for the costs of gay and lesbian
liberation, only to point out this relatively recent and on-going feature

of the modern gay world.

The Gay Wor ld Defined

An explicit and comprehensible definition of the term 'gay world’
is germane to this discussion and to the thesis 1in general. The 'gay
world', as it 1is employed 1in this context, refers to an evolving and
dynamic cultural milieu, characterized by an assortment of communities
which host sundry religious and political ideologies, belief systems,
jconography, vernacular, social networks and a history. These are all
simultaneously a part of, and discrete from, conventional culture. The

gay world is, according to Blachford, "...multi-faceted, multi-tiered and
pluralistic mainly because of its location at the intersection of a large

number of other cultural forms'" (1981, 185).
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This world is also characterized by special modes of cormunication
(magazines, journals, books, music), media (independent film-makers,
writers, publishers, artists, actors, recording houses), religious and
political leaders, popular gay and lesbian heroes (activists, writers,
politicians or spokespersons), and a constantly evolving 'service
infrastructure” (Hamilton, 1973: 195) which 1is focused largely upon
outreach, coamunity, referral and support programs. That gay men and
lesbjans, in both rural and urban areas, are cognizant of gay and lesbian
events and activity in other provinces, states and countries is testimony
to the extraordinary and ubiquitous gay world channels of communication.
The evolution and transformation of the gay world is not only a
process of shifting membership or group personnel, of changing beliefs,
values or ideologies, although such elements constitute a significant
influence upon group change. More importantly, the shifting relations
between the gay world and mainstream culture are evident in current
revisions of legal sanctions, human r‘1'ght:s4 and anti-discrimination

clauses’ , enhanced media exposures, the strengthening of positive relations

between metropolitan police departments and the local gay comnunity7, and
the re-election of openly-gay Canadian MP's (eg. Svend Robinson in
Burnaby, British Columbia) and American congressmen (eg. Barney Frank in
washington, D.C.). All of these serve to stimulate the on-going
transformation and evolution of the gay world.

Therefore, it 1is largely because of the interaction between the

gay world and mainstream society that both cultures continue to evolve



239

8 it is this character of

and to exist always in flux rather than stasis.
the gay world which frequently precludes narrative precision. The
corollary is that this evolving gay world is situated in a temporal

present which, once discussed, is then almost immediately consigned to an

historical past.

The Inherent Dilemma of the Gay World

The gay movement, not unlike the women's movement, has not been
without inherent dilemmas and contradictions. There are, for example,
specific tensions intrinsic to the creation of a separate lesbian or gay
identity or visible camunity territory, either of which tend to dislocate
gay people (in word, thought, residence, ideology and deed) from the wider
social milieux. Even as the boundaries of this world continue to expand
and thus to become more diffuse and heterogeneous, discrete and exclusive
institutions are simultaneously created.

Many of the existing gay institutions are modelled on those found
in cultural convention, although some of those recently emerging are
regarded by the wider society as archetypes which they in turn modify,
and co-opt. The attempt by gay men and lesbians, to remain at once a part
of and inherently separate from the wider society, are increasingly
evident since, in their isolation from the larger society, gay people are

also faced with the challenge of impressing their similarity and thus,
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their legitimacy upon the wider culture. Indeed, many of the norms and
values of the gay world and its territories "may be partially distinctive,
but they also overlap with their heterosexual counterparts in many ways”
(Plummer, 1975: 160).

Clearly,
One of the traps of the organization 1is that it causes a
further chasm between the deviant minority and the dominant
majority. This is not an ideclogical chasm so much as a
physical or interactionist one; that is organization may
provide a small social structure for an independent world of
deviants, all bound together by one characteristic, moving
within a single circle and hence, less within the world at
large. It is the problem of separatism versus integration
(Sagarin, 1969: 243).
It becomes evident that, ‘‘gay knowledge has two tasks: to teach the
differentness of gay as well as its sameness" (Warren, 1974: 121). The
dilemma for gay people concerns the manner by which to remain
simultaneously discrete from, and integrated with, the heterosexual world,
and in fact, how best to choose between the two alternatives. From the
perspective of the latter, the problem is that:
The world once seen as composed of two types of people -
the good and the bad, the normal and the abnormal, the black
and the white - now becomes a potpourri of variegated stigma
labels which are available for application under a wide
variety of situations (Plummer, 1975: 113).
Therefore, the separation of homosexuals from the general population may
serve to hasten naming, labelling and the 'contairment and control' of
the gay territorial community (Plummer, 1975: 87). The model of

"homosexual hostility’' has at its root, "the three dialectical moments

discussed by Berger and Luckmann - of men creating 'reality',
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internalizing that 'reality’ and having that 'reality’ in turn define and
create them” (Plumer, 1975: 116). Hence, it is both the existence and
visibility of gay people which simplifies the task (for moral agents and
officers of social control) of locating and condemning them.

The struggle for homosexual 1iberation has also created conflict
and strife across lines of class, sex, race and ethnicity (D'Emilio, 1983;
Altman, 1982). The difficulty is that individual perspectives, needs, and
interests do not always transcend sexual orientation (D'Emilio, 1983: 94)
and this is, 1in large part, both consequence and facilitator of the
growing diversity, institutional complexity, and organizational
sophistication of the modern gay world.

in the context of the gay world, the most mundane has now become
political. This is particularly apparent in terms of the ‘coming out'
process (publicly declaring one's homosexuality by word or deed). Indeed,
coming out has been deemed ''the gay movement's central political act”
(Jackson and Persky, 1982: 224) 1in that the new visibility generated by
self-declaration is in a very real sense, "a conscious giving up of power"
(Mohr, 1988: 327). The realm of the mundane also includes one's choice
of mode of dress and demeanour, rhetoric and argot, friends and social
group, terms by which one chooses to describe him or herself (lesbian,
dyke, gay, homosexual, faggot), the situation in which the coming out
originally occurs, one's choice of gay or lesbian reading material, the
clubs or organizations chosen as recipients of one's public, financial or

voluntary support. A1l of these personal choices and individual
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preferences, whether public or private, have now coalesced into the

general body politic of the gay wor1d.}

THE POLITICIZATION OF HOMOSEXUALITY

The term 'politics' and the corresponding ideology is perhaps the
most difficult structure to define within the context of the gay world.
As there exists no single homosexuality but rather a myriad of
‘homosexualities’ (Ebert, 1977; Bell and Weinberg, 1978) there exists, in
like vein, no single political bent, ideology or universal definition.
In a manner similar to the politics of mainstream culture, the key words
most appropriate to gay politics are diversity, flux and change since one
of the most salient features of aggregates of (both heterosexuals and)
homosexuals is the very diversity of homosexuals themselves. Vacha has
likened this diversity to:

...the analogy of a common cemetery ivy. | know of no plant

that has so many leaves different from one another...Yet for

all the differences of leaves, like the differences of

homosexuals, they all have the same artery supporting them
(1982, 7).

There are numerous politically-oriented homosexual trajectories
(such as the North American Man/Boy Love Association referred to as
NAMBLA, radicalesbians, gay political bureaucrats and entrepreneurs,
sadomasochism (S/M) and bondage and degradation (B & D) groups, radical

and conservative contingents) which add to the sexual politics of the gay
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world. Although many of these groups are small in nuvber and may appear
invisible to the uninformed observer, they do in fact, add to the
"substantial political infrastructure” (Shilts, 1987: xxii) of each gay
comunity, and of the gay world as a whole. The various threads of social
and sexual politics also, perhaps unintentionally, divides the gay world
into distinct political categories, by according various and freguently
derogatory labels, moral codes and value systems, which then expedites the
alienation of gay people from one another.

[In the arena of gay politics, much of the energies are directed
toward establishing the personal as pubHc"0 and thus, as Mills (1959)
would say, transforming private troubles into public issues. One of the
unintentional consequences is that:

wWhen the ultimate political objective is to remove stigma

from the differentness, the individual may find that his

very efforts can politicize his own life, rendering it even

more different from the normal life initially denied him

(Goffman, 1963: 114).
Since homosexuals are comonly imagined as jeopardizing traditional
culture and values, homosexuality itself is seen as political ideology.
in the opinion of much of the mainstream, homosexuals eschew normative
modes of reproduction and of power and thus, to be homosexual is also to
be political. As Ohio State Law Professor Rhonda Rivera admonished, "when
you wake up and the person in bed next to you is of the same sex, you're
in politics, honey" (Jacobs, 198%b: 37).

Buoyed by a relative sense of freedom and a fledgling awareness of

numerous others (thanks to the Second World War and the Kinsey Report),
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small homosexual and homophile groups during the post-McCarthy era,
adopted an accommodationist stance fuelled by an attitude of civil
libertarianism (Murray, 1984: 22). This meant that the majority of
homosexuals shared a belief in the importance of conformity to, and
acceptance by, conventional culture. However, the pressure of 'passing’
as heterosexual boosted by frequent police raids on homosexual bars and
subsequent closures, fear of discovery (and corresponding job loss,
financial hardship, rejection by friends and family) and the absence of
pro-homosexual legislation led many members (of the Mattachine and the
D.0.B. in particular) to adopt a more militant ideology.”

The militants of the 1960s began to break away from the
accommodationist stance of the homophile 'old guard’ of the 1950s,
preferring a semi-organized, more visible and proactive agenda. The
previous efforts of the homophiles to gain social tolerance and
understanding was replaced by demands for rights and opportunities,
couched in a more visibly political stance involving confrontational
strategies (such as zaps and demonstrations) and affirmative action
techniques. Much like the black organizations generated by the civil
rights movement, homosexual and gay organizations have fostered the rise
of contemporary radicals and radical organizations (Yearwood and Weinberg,
1979: 308).

The politicization of the gay movement occurred largely as a result
of both individual and collective actions and reactions.' The Stonewall

Riots of 1969 engendered a new awareness among homosexuals and gays,
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creating a consciousness of the rewards and advantages of visible and
public resistance. That post-Stonewall gay consciousness was primarily
aimed at the rebellion and resistance of traditional heterosexual, nuclear
family structures is evident in the virtual explosion of letter writing
campaigns, demonstrations, zaps, lobbying, marches, the exercise of
positive censorship (successful lobbying for the deletion of or pubtlic
apology for anti-gay remarks made on radio, television or in newspaper
articles), and the attempts to coalesce lesbian and gay concerns with
those of other social movements. Thus, as Humphreys observes, a visible
and collective gay activism is an increasingly important means by which
to bolster one's own self-esteem and to deny the internalization of
oppression and as such,

...stignatized persons redeem their own discredit by

demanding reparation for suffering endured. They confront

condemnation with their own moral indignation, cashing in

a lifetime of stigna borne for the right to make moral

demands on their accusers (1972, 149).

Through the co-optation of strategies employed during the black
civil rights movement, gay activist groups and leaders have become aware
that ""the key to [their] success lies in its ability to influence - and
ultimately control - policy makers" (Rueda, 1982: 188). Moreover, the
adaptation of the slogans of the civil rights movement ("Black is
Beautiful”) and advocating that "Gay is Good"” functioned as a necessary
and important vehicle for gay men and lesbians. This technique
simultaneously helped to neutralize negative public stereotypes and

stignatizing labels and enhanced an emergent sense of positive self-
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identity (Tanner, 1978: 124).”

in the early 1970s, demonstrations and lobbying were largely
concerned with issues of mundane rights and privileges. The important
issues of the day involved the right to assemble in public, the
establ ishment of homosexuality as a valid 'lifestyle’, the right to same-
sex dancing, increased visibility, positive media exposure (in the
language of 'gay' as opposed to homosexual) and the eventual elimination
of the sin-sickness-crime trinity of homosexuality, through techniques of
confrontation which gradually created a rent in the armour of mainstream
resistance.

During the 1980s however, confrontation has shifted to (pro-gay
and lesbian) litigation as gay men and lesbians struggle with the state
for the right to non-discrimination (on issues related to housing,
education and enp]ownentw), to marry, raise and adopt children’® and for
same-sex partners to share employer benefits (such as medical and dental
insurance). The recent ''gayby boam™!!  and corresponding creation of

lesbian and gay parenting groupsw, the United Statesd, American

f 1 . . .
2 , and countries!! which have decriminalized homosexual acts;

22

municipalities
concluded that sexuality is an irrelevant factor in custody disputes®; and
allotted legal marital status to couples of the same sext have, in
combination, also necessitated an emerging redefinition of the family.
The challenge to traditional definitions of the family, by gay men and

lesbians, is largely a response to the fact that, "the ideal of "proper"

family life embodies the racist, sexist, heterosexist, and anti-working
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class politics of many moral conservatives” (Kinsman, 1987: 200).24

Moreover, some Canadian provinces (Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, the
Yukon Territory), American cities (California, San Francisco) and four
countries (Dermark, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden) have now adopted
anti-discrimination clauses which protect the rights of gay men and
lesbians. Furthermore, New South Wales (Australia), Finland and France
have partial clauses which protect gay men and lesbians from particular
forms of discrimination, such as housing, employment and social benefits
(Tielman and de Jonge, 1989: 185-242). According to the National Gay and
Lesbijan Task Force in Washington, a total of thirteen states, seventeen
countries and sixty~-three cities have passed some kind of anti-
discrimination laws on the basis of sexual orientation, although the
majority are generally limited to the prohibition of job discrimination
(Fernandez, 1989: 4).

it is clear that the development of conscious political activity,
party affiliation and endorsement techniques are among the many
consequences of evolving institutional and organizational complexity in
the gay worlid. There are numerous and varied political groups, clubs and
organizations across Canada and the United States, although the vast
majority in Canada are connected with the N.D.P. and in the United States,
have formed various Democratic party constituencies.®

Many gay men and lesbians now feel that the myths and stereotypes
which are frequently wielded as weapons against gay people will be

dispelled only by political activism aimed at the election of gays and
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the promotion of positive public images. As Shilts has observed, "we must
be judged by our leaders and by those who are themselves gay, those who
are visible" (1982: 362).26 The politicization of the gay movement has
thus been forged primarily through the election of gay politicians and the
placement of gays in political positions of power and authom'ty.27
Moreover, as Adam claims, the institutional formalization of gay
organization has developed in large part through the creation of the
"professional” spokesman, the development of a bureaucracy and paid (as
well as volunteer) personnel (1979, 306). This has also heightened
networking and communication between various political clubs and the New
Democratic Party (NDP) in addition to intensifying relations between
politics and gay businesses (Altman, 1988: 89-92).

Gay men and lesbians have specifically acquired the skills with
which to distribute campaign support funds in order to bolster preferred
candidates; encourage mail participation in gay issues by constituent
groups; maintain "report cards” and ratings on congressional, legislative
and parliamentary candidates (Alyson Publications, 1989, 114-139);
assemble comunity Political Action Committees (PACS) such as the Human
Rights Campaign Fund and similar human rights special interest gr‘oups28
(Jacobs, 198%a: 35); and generally, organize political goals and voter
drives, mobilize resources, and initiate a higher degree of comunity
politicization and voting activity (Riddiough, 1988: 2-23). The current
catch phrase of gay political activity would best be described as an

international effort aimed toward 'organizing, mobilizing, publicizing’,
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and above all, 'politicizing'.

There are several large and well-developed gay American political
organizations (in particular, the Gay and Lesbian Democrats of America
and the Natijonal Gay Task Force, both of Washington, D.C.) which encourage
and promote lesbian and gay political activity. Generally, such
organizations have constructed sets of specific and well-developed by-laws
which regulate all areas of organizational activity including: the goals
and purpose (of what is frequently referred to as 'the corporation’,
specified regions of activity, membership categories (regular, associate,
lifetime, organizational) and fees, meetings, executive comittees,
officers (removal, replacement and nomination of), board of trustees,
records, polls of member clubs and parliamentary authority (GLDA By-laws,
1988).

These sophisticated organizatjons also provide gay political
handbooks, manuals, primers and grassroots organizing tools to interested
persons, political parties and affiliated groups. Current information
guides and packets now offer advice on organizing lobby days, state
action, sodomy repeal, student organization support, AIDS-related issues,
youth support, gay and lesbian prisoner support, gay and lesbian seniors,
resource groups and media guides, as well as strategic techniques for
starting a comunity centre, gay switchboard, support or political action
group (NGTF, 1989).

Furthermore, mainstream politicians and political parties have

become increasingly cognizant of the fact that an average of ten per cent
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of voters are themselves gay, and a larger bloc are empathetic, positive,
or neutral on the subject of homosexuality, pro-gay legislation and gay
rights. Thus, they are beginning to direct more attention to these
potential voters as well as developing platforms and campaigns geared to
the satisfaction of gay and pro-gay voters. it is certain that the
political ‘catch-22' of the mainstream has also become a dangerous
balancing act where one tries not to inflame the homophobes, while keeping
the gays relatively quiet and simultaneocusly obtaining as many votes as
possible.

Shilts has noted that during the en masse inmigration of gays to
San Francisco during the early 1980s, ''gays composed one of the most
solidly liberal voting blocs in America...largely because liberals were
the candidates who promised to leave gays alone” (1987, 15). Rueda agrees
that the participation of gays in the political sphere goes well beyond
singular 'homosexual issues' and suggests that, "consistent with a general
1iberal orientation, homosexual organizations have adopted the goals of
liberal America™ (1982, 212). The increasing evolution, expansion and
organizational sophistication of the gay world may also function as a
1iability, such that:

...1n comnection with the gay 1liberation movement, this very

broadness and inclusiveness of the stignatized category can

also mean a good deal of factionalism, since within the

potential constituency are many cross cutting social and
political groupings (Schur, 1979: 435).
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The Politics of Gender

Gay Men and Lesbians

Certainly there are political and structural dilenmas associated
with the fact that the politicization of homosexuality coincided with the
emergence of (lesbian and gay) gender politics. Moreover, repercussions
did not occur only within the gay world, but in the mainstream between the
dominant male world and the 'world of women' (eg. the feminist movement).29
It is however, the gay world which is most germane to this discussion.

Stanley claims that much of the tension between gay men and
lesbians concerns the fact that, whatever their psychological make-up, a
gay man "always reserves the right to revert to the male supremacist role”
(1978, 128). She argues that gender discrepancies in sources of anger and
frustration, psychological make-up, and the lack of lesbian identities,
traditions and histories (1978, 123-131) have resulted in lesbians being
"syllogistically reduced to zero" and treated as "trivial marginalia,
digressions"” (Stanley, 1978: 128).

Jant and Darsey observe that, "lesbians find gay men to be sexual
and superficial, and gay men find that Jlesbians have raised their
consciousness to the point of unrelenting rage and defensiveness” (1981,
26). This describes merely the tip of the iceberg since, in the reality
of the mundane, there are disagreements and visible tensions between gay

men and lesbians and it often appears as if there are two separate and

conflicting communities which exist sirnu]taneously.30 in the eyes of
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many lesbians, the gay man epitomizes, albeit to a lesser degree, the
dominant male power of patriarchal mainstream structure. The fact that
both gay and non-gay men have historically obtained larger salaries,
broader and more lucrative employment and business opportunities, higher
disposable incomes, and owned more of the gay bars, guesthouses, book
stores, publishing houses, newspapers and magazines and gay businesses in
general, and continue to do so, causes discernible antagonism between
lesbians and gay men. Many lesbians assert that gay men simply replicate
patterns of heterosexual male power and privilege and that, "the male gay
world - in part - reproduces masculinity and patriarchy, but...the gay
world also sustains systems of consumer capitalism, hierarchies of social
class and divisions of age" (Blachford, 1981: 207).

A typical and recurrent argument advanced by many non-gays relates
gender conflict between gay men and lesbians to the existence of same-sex
bars and social milieux. it is this issue which brings the controversial
question of 'why separate bars for gay men and lesbians' to the fore.
Many gays and lesbians prefer a mixed (both men and women) bar atmosphere
while others prefer to spend their time in a bar reserved exclusively for
either men or women. The main reason for the latter is that both the
purpose, and often the design, of the gay male bars and discos are
inherently different for those oriented toward a lesbian clientele.

Generalizations notwithstanding, many of the male patrons choose
a bar on the basis of its interior structure (visibility of entrance and

dance floor, accessibility to bar or wait staff) specialty (leather or
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denim), clientele ('fey' or macho) and form of entertainment (drag,
popular music, comedy ‘'revues') in terms of how these characteristics
facilitate personal anonymity, cruising and access to sexual activity.
The presence of what is comonly referred to as 'the meat rack' is a
significant indicator of sexual availability since 'the meat rack' is a
highly visible stand-up area of the bar which is reserved for gay men who
are willing to partake in sexual activity. The men gather in this section
of the bar, conscious of their evaluation (and physical attractiveness
ratings) by an audience of ready on-lookers. They then tarry, awaiting
the delivery of a free drink, meaningful eye contact, suggestive body
language, or a direct approach from an interested potential sexual partner

or companion.

Among Lesbians

Nogel notes that, historically, the initial difficulity for lesbians
was that they existed in the twilight realm, between the gay liberation
movement and the women's movement, and neither fully addressed their
concerns or particular forms of oppression (1981, 263). Moreover,
lesbian-feminism as a movement, "exists in a dialectical relationship
between the women's liberation movement and the gay liberation movement.
It is at once a part of, and separate from, each” (Nogel, 1981: 264).3?
It would seem that Jlesbian-feminism 1is aimed toward challenging

patriarchal power, compulsory heterosexuality, and the dominant social
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order, as it 1is reinforced by the women's liberation and the gay
liberation movements, through affirmative action, self-assertion and a
cognizance of the secondary status accorded women inside both movements
{Nogel, 1987: 264-9).

When the Daughters Of Bilitis (D.0.B.) initially agreed to support
the National Organization of Women (NOW) during the early 1970s, issues
surrounding lesbianism, labelling and intra-group diversity were met with
hostility (Martin and Lyon, 1972: 286-7). Fear of the 'lavender menace'
(Martin and Lyon, 1972: throughout) was expressed by many NOW members and
non-members alike.S: Others however, asserted their own views of the
movement and, as one non-gay NOW member declared:

| believe deeply that female sexuality is a key issue in

the wamen's movement. Until every woman is able to say,

‘Okay, so you think I'm a Lesbian...| will neither confirm

or deny it', the women's movement will go nowhere. You see,

| want liberation, not just equality (Martin and Lyon, 1972:

290).

Moreover, as Bohmer (1988, 83) suggests, the conflict between the lesbian
contingency 1is best described in terms of its similarity to the struggle
between the post-Stonewall gay militants and the homophile old guard.
Thus, there 1is much social and political unrest between the
‘radicalesbians’ (who find no common ground with homosexual men or
heterosexual women) and those who prefer the masque of passivity, the
apparent inculcation of heterosexual values (who prefer, for reasons of
safety and personal security, to pass as heter‘osexuals).33

However, as Lewis (1979, 164) has observed, the lesbian separatists

(also referred to as 'radicalesbians') have actively isolated themselves
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from both the women's and the gay movement. For such a group, gender has
become the praxis of action, behaviour, beliefs, values and existence.
The difficulty is that the new emphasis on politically correct (PC)
behaviour and activism has culminated in an ideoclogy which polarizes the
lesbian components of each gay camunity. The antagonism between
politically correct and incorrect ideologies (Lewis refers to this as PC
and PI dichotomy) has led to discord among lesbians. The prerequisite for
politically correct behaviour has now become a tiresome and somewhat
frustrating form of impression management; a public image which frequently
prevents lesbians from cultivating close ties with one another, and such
friction also impedes the development of a cohesive and political sense
of community (Lewis, 1979: 179).

Furthermore, the tendency for lesbian friendships to evolve out of
former love affairs suggests that, "at any one party, everyone in the room
may be related to everyone else through former lovers” (Sang, 1984: 60).
Although even 1in the more 1institutionally complete and organized
comunities of the present day, such overlapping friendship networks may
serve as an 'extended family' (Sang, 1984: 61) as well as a vehicle for
continued social contact with a widening circle of other lesbians (Sang,
1984: 62). In this manner, the intimacy of such networks may be regarded
as advantageous and beneficial although continued closeness to one's
former lovers may also be seen as problematic. A lasting friendship with
one's former lover may not appear visibly onerous, although it has the

potential to place a great deal of strain upon one's present partner, and
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may thus constitute a threat to the stability or intimacy of the current
relationship. These social networks are frequently the root of conflict,
tension and jealousies among partners which may eventually lead to the
termination of the relationship.

It is not uncommon to encounter lesbians who regard gay men as
misogynists, or gay men who view lesbians as poor imitations of men, or
man-haters. However, such judgements appear to be more copious among
those lesbians and gay men who involve themselves in limited or same-
gender associations. A good part of the disapproval and condemnation
between gay men and lesbians, although antithetical to the unification of
a true gay 'conmunity', appears to be a by-product of the internalized
stereotypes and gender role socialization inherent to mainstream culture.
| believe that, for the most part, an iconoclastic emphasis on gender
conflict does not account for the shared experiences and common
understandings which so often unite gay men and lesbians in a collective

cause or a similar stigma response.

A Note on the Politics of Acquired lmmune Deficiency Syndrome

The continuing crisis of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
has generated a contemporary breed of gay activist and has created new
dilemmas, public and private challenges, and unresolved issues for gay men

and lesbians. That the disease is not exclusive to gays does not mean
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that their experiences of AIDS may be paralleled with those of
heterosexuals. Although there are obvious similarities, AIDS has
illuninated differences 1in value-orientation, experiential reality,
empathy and political activism between homosexuals and heterosexuals.

As Shilts observed, "the general apathy that the United States had
demonstrated toward the AiIDS epidemic had only deepened the distrust
between gays and heterosexuals"” (Shilts, 1987: 541). From a gay
perspective, heterosexual apathy has served to legitimize their unpopular
and subordinate status. This has been heightened by gay cognizance of the
fact that it was only as public figures championed the cause (Rock
Hudson's death by AIDS 1in 1985, former Washington Redskins star Jerry
Smith's publicity in contracting the disease AIDS, and Elizabeth Taylor's
AIDS benefits, fund-raising and publicity), that the public responded,
generated funds and took action (primarily in the area of research and
development).

Gay people were incensed about the 'embarrassment’ of AIDS by which
public figures maintained and justified their silence and as Shilts
explains, "by the time President Reagan had delivered his first speech on
the epidemic of Acquired immune Deficiency Syndrome, 36,058 Americans had

been diagnosed with the disease; 20,849 had died" (1987, 596). Clearly,

for many gay people:

...who emigrated to mainstream society daily to work, the
heterosexual Tlife~style seemed surreal. Here people
wondered whether they could afford a second colour
television set or if they should have a child. Gay life
now consisted of more prosaic concerns, like whether your
lover was going to die next week or if one day you would
wake up and find a purple spot that foretold your death
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(shilts, 1987: 519).

The shared sense of concern about AIDS has forged, "...a new basis
for community...founded on caring” (Miller, 1988: 135), among gay men.
The AIDS action committees, AIDS hospices, gay men's health clinics, AIDS
and ARC (Aids-Related Complex) support groups, buddy systems and public
awareness forums are evidence of an new empathy and a stronger unity among
gay men. Moreover, as Miller observes, the AIDS epidemic has encouraged
many individuals to participate in 'organized gay life' for the first time
(1989, 135). During the last several years, gay AIDS activists have also
engaged in an ‘out-reach' program to further inform and to educate
heterosexual professionals (such as: medical personnel, the clergy,
primary and secondary school curriculum and policy-makers, teachers),
partners, parents, friends and members of other AIDS high-risk groups, as
well as the general population.

This out-reach has primarily consisted of proposals to incorporate
the experiences and knowledge of both groups in areas such as AIDS
counselling, education, PWAS (Persons with AIDS) and PWLAS (Persons living
with AIDS) support services, challenges to legislative ambiguity or
deficiency and lobby and fund-raising groups. The outreach program has
also engendered the development of hospice and home care services,
increased visibility of preventive goods and services (educational
pamphlets, heightened advertising and media sensitivity, increased
availability of condoms, homosexual and heterosexual education related to

‘safe sex’' practices, and in general, a growing public dialogue geared to
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the development of understanding, techniques of prevention and research
into AIDS and people living with AIDS. One Los Angeles gay political
activist and consultant has also observed that the new gay institutions
and AIDS hospices, "are revolutionary and will benefit society for years
to come” (Jacobs, 1989: 34).

Thus, the present AIDS crisis appears to be a pivotal impetus for
the intensification of camunity mobilization, organization, collective
support, intra-group sclidarity and heightened networking across the
communication channels of the gay world. For many local gay conmunities
(particularly those in larger cities) the stages of denial, anger,

34

bargaining, depression and acceptance common to death and dying”™ exist

not only 1in personal experience, but also in ideological context, and are
made manifest 1in recent political activism. in general, as Crimp
suggests:
In spite of the very real tensions and differences between
lesbians and gay men, our conmon oppression has taught us
the vital necessity of forming a coalition. And having
negotiated and renegotiated this coalition over a period of
two decades has provided much of the groundwork for the
coalition policies necessitated by the shared oppression of

all the radically different groups affected by AIDS (1988,
250).

AIDS has not solely encouraged harmonious relations within each
gay comunity, but rather it has simultaneously created political unrest
and conflict among both individuals and groups. One of the political
difficulties of the AIDS crisis was the way in which political conflict
divided leaders of the gay comwunity (Shilts, 1987: 248). The volatile

nature of gay politics was best exemplified by the response to author and
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activist Larry Kramer's cryptic and intense article 1,112 and Counting”

in a 1983 issue of New York Native (lIssue 59, March 14—27).35 As Shilts

observed, Kramer's piece "...swiftly crystallized the epidemic into a
political movement for the gay comunity at the same time it set off a
maelistrom of controversy that polarized gay leaders™ (1987, 245).

Also of particular interest is the enduring conflict between the
Alice B. Toklas and Harvey Milk Lesbian and Gay Democratic Ciubs of San
Francisco. Their respective mentors, Jim Foster and Harvey Milk, were
often at odds and these disputes eventually coalesced in perpetual
political friction between the clubs. Generally however, the Alice B.
Toklas Democratic Club advocated a rather conservative and low-key AIDS
campaign, while Milk adherents vouched for a radical and aggressive
approach to the problem (Shilts, 1987: 278). This has been dealt with at
great length elsewhere as has the issue of the politics of AIDS.

] have little to add to the comprehensive and 1i1luminating

achievement of Randy Shilts (And The Band Played On, 1987), and the fine

works of Neil Miiler (in Search of Gay America, 1989), Dennis Altman (AIDS

in _the Mind of America, 1986), Douglas Crimp (editor, AIDS: Cultural

Analysis, Cultural Activism, 1988) and Larry Kramer, (Notes from the

Holocaust, 1989).
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AGE STRUCTURE [N THE GAY WORLD

Neugarten, et al. have suggested that, for heterosexuals:

Expectations regarding age-appropriate behaviour form an

elaborated and governing behaviour of interaction, a network

of expectations that is embedded throughout the cultural

fabric of adult 1ife (1965, 711).

If age stratification provides "...a framework for interpreting this
social meaning of age and the manifold ways age meshes with social
structure and social change” (Foner: 1978: 340), how then are we to view
the way in which age and homosexuality interact? Moreover, if it is the
case that, "at any particular period, knowing about an individuals's age
is a key to the various roles the person occupies and his or her social
standing in the comwunity” (Foner, 1978: 341), does this then apply
equally to both homosexual and hetercsexual constituencies within a given
general population?

These are but a few of the issues which must be investigated in
order to explore the issue of age structure in the gay world. Much of
the evidence suggests that there is, in fact, an age structure within this
world. This means that the gay world has attained a higher level of

institutional campleteness than is apparent in the research to date.
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A Brief Review of the Literature

Much has been written, particulariy during the last two decades,
on the subject of homosexual (gay) aging.36 A good deal of this literature
focuses on the clinical and psychological implications of homosexual aging
(Friend, 1978; Kelly, 1971;), while several studies (Warren, 1974; Hooker,
1967; Harry, 1982 and Harry and Devall, 1978, etc.) are primarily
concerned with the social networks of gay people (friendship, partner and
homosocial relations) and the significance of community support in later
life. . Other articles focus primarily upon the presentation of memoirs,
biographies, 1ife course reviews and changing socio-historical contexts
of the lives of gay elders (Vacha, 1985, Berger, 1982; Adelman, 1980).

There is much to be learned from an exploration of aging within
gay comunities, particularly in light of the growing interest in gay
aging in the fields of social and clinical gerontology. The primary
hiatus in the substantial body of general interest and scholarly
literature on aging is clearly in the aging experiences of the modern gay
man and lesbian. Rather, the accent is placed, as it is in mainstream
literature in general, on the legitimacy of the life course of the

T 9t 4s important however that we do not see the 1life

dominant majority.
course as static, but rather recognize the importance of the 'ebbs and
flows of involvement and investment” (Clausen, 1976: 38) as they occur

over the course of a lifetime.
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Much of the literature in the area of homosexuality and aging,
invests substantial energy in refuting the popularized stereotype of the
lonely, bitter, elder homosexual, reminiscing in depressed solitude of a
life replete with severed family ties, missed opportunities,
childlessness, public hamophobia turned 1inward, disjointed friendship
networks, sexual promiscuity and lovelessness. There 1is little doubt
regarding the importance of demystifying the "hazy folklore"” (Kelly, 1977:
329; Demos, 1986: 143) and pervasive public stereotypes surrounding elder
gays. Such stereotypes are usually detrimental for all older persons
(both gay and non-gay) and have a tendency to invalidate many of their
experiences, needs and problems.

One 1is tempted then, to propose a re-focusing upon other more
salient 1issues, such as that of ageism, age stratification and
organization within the homosexual world; the values and meanings
attributed by gay world members to older years of 1ife; and issues
relevant to age-grading and age structures throughout the 1ife course of
the homosexual. The following then, ought to be regarded as a tentative
exploration of the initially salient ‘'age structural' variations of
honosexual and heterosexual expectations and rites of passage throughout

the 1ife course.
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A Note on Gay and Lesbian Rites of Passage

For the heterosexual, the imputation of negative social sanctions
correspond with increased years of 1ife (Neugarten, et al, 1965: 716).
Therefore, the prescriptive social norms and rules of youth, give way to
the greater constraint and restriction of proscriptive norms for the aged.
In contrast, the social rules and proscriptive norms for the homosexual
appear as social pressure toward conformity (opposite-sex dating, marriage
and family) and the multi-faceted, political, legal, psychological and
moral entrepreneurial processes which prevail across the 1ife course. The
reaction of the homosexual to-such social sanctions appear in a myriad of
situational, temporal and individual behaviours and corresponding
definitions of the situation. The key then, is the accent on proscriptive
(things you should not, must not, ought not to do) norms and social
expectations, across the life course of the homosexual.

Similar to the first sexual encounter, long-term relationship, and
aging in general, 'coming out' is an important rite of passage. Much of
the literature refers to an early crisis of identity among (primarily
male) homosexuals. This is manifested in the 'coming out’ process
(Friend, 1987: 310-11; Kimmel, 1978: 117) whereby the homosexual either
a) becomes aware of self as different from others (peers, family,
reference groups) and later accepts a definition of self as homosexual or
b) acknowledges publicly to others one's self identity as homosexual.
The experience of 'coming out' has been referred to as the first turning

point, or phase in the 'adult gay career' (Harry, 1982: 218; Simon and
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Gagnon, 1973: Weinberg, 1970).38
it appears that the process of ‘coming out' 1is an extremely
important rite-of-passage and may in fact be the point at which the gay
person becomes a 'full fledged adult' in the gay world. In other words,
since this process does not occur among heterosexuals, it may be
understood as a kind of re-socialization, since the gay world, as it is
perceived from the standpoint of the individual, necessitates the learning
of an unfamiliar argot and style, begets novel rules, values, territories
and the attenuation to new modes of dress, demeanour and behaviour.
Much disagreement regarding gender differentiation and aging
exists, in terms of the meaning of the aging experience (Friend, 1987:

3% There are

315) across the life course of male and female homosexuals.
also gender variations in rites of passage, and organized gender-based
age structures. Generally however, Achilles claims that:

Clearly, the organizing event in male sexuality is puberty,

while the organizing event for females is that period of

romantic involvement that culminates for most in marriage

(1978, 251).

Chapman and Brannock (1987, 78) infer the significance of self-
awareness and identification of lesbians which sets the stage so to speak,
for further lesbian identity development. The authors have developed a
"Proposed Model of Lesbian ldentity Awareness and Self-Labelling” which
suggests the following five stages of identity development among lesbians:

initial same sex orientation; incongruence which accompanies one's

awareness of feelings which seem 'different’' than those of others and of
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peers; the self-questioning and (sexual) exploration; the identification
of self as lesbian; and finally, choosing same sex orientation and
1ifestyle (Chapman and Brannock, 1987: 79).

Harry (1982, 218) on the other hand, defines three phases in the
career of the adult male gay/homosexual. These phases are: first, the
coming out process; the second, generally consisting of an increased
homosocial and homoerotic participation in the (homosexual) comunity and
sexual involvement with like partners; and lastly, the crisis of aging,

"

which serves to refocus "...the older gay male's social energies toward
alternative social relationships"™ (Harry, 1982: 218) and, during which he
tends to decrease his affiliation with the gay world. These three stages
however, are much too general when one considers that the entire life
course of any (heterosexual or hamosexual) individual surely cannot be
adequately determined by one's passage through these three relatively
simplistic stages. Moreover, this view portrays the third stage 'crisis
of aging' as a single stage, rather than acknowledging the 1ikelihood that
it functions as one of many interrelated stages.

Several authors (Friend, 1980 and 1987; Gagnon and Simon, 1973)
point to the notion of "accelerated aging” among homosexuals, which is
described as "...experiencing oneself as old at an earlier age than one's
chronological peers define themselves as old" (Friend, 1987: 315).43
Moreover, Harry and DeVall (1978, 131) provide evidence that this process
of accelerated aging largely occurs during the second decade of life for

heterosexuals.
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Taub and Leger (1984, 182-3) note that generally, young gays share
a similarity of values such as hedonism, promiscuity and bar sociability
and place much greater emphasis on the sexual element than do older
homosexuals. The presence of shared beliefs and values however, would
more commonly occur within a similar age cohort of homosexuals. |In other
words, although a group of youths may in fact, share comparable values and
interests, the latter are also defined by sexual orientation and thus the
depth of peer group comitment may also be contingent on the awareness of
one's sexual identity.

Furthermore, it is not 1ikely that the values and 1ideals of
homosexuals are largely rejected by the majority of their heterosexual
peers, particularly within the largely heterosexual milieux of high
schools, colleges and universities. Thus, there appears to be a tendency
toward a form of 'youth consciousness', not unlike class consciousness
although the commitment and sharing of such a 'youth consciousness’' must
also be contingent on the sexual orientation of individual members of the
youth cohort (Foner, 1978: 361)“

Similarly, Harry (1982, 120) surmises that typical adolescent
cuiture is primarily organized around such heterosexual relations as
dating and sports which "...seems almost maximally ili-suited for the boy
who is either cross-gendered, or experiencing homosexual desires, or both”
(Harry, 1982: 28). Moreover, the author notes that "many gay men engage
in normative heterosexual relations during adolescence” (Harry, 1982:

28).42 Among homosexual adolescents, Harry suggests that much more
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emphasis is placed on academic (and conforming) achievements which
counterbalance the effects of peer isolation (1982, 140).

Moreover, evidence points to the process of adolescent
'defeminization' occurring earlier among heterosexuals (Harry, 1982: 24).
This is contrasted with the homosexual adolescent’s tendency to adopt more
feminine mannerisms and engage in transgenderist behaviours such as camp.
in addition, heterosexual males commonly adopt feminine characteristics
(qualities of nurturing and sensitivity) in later life and conversely,
homosexual males tend to become less feminine in older years of life
(Demos, 1986: 121; Harry, 1982: 23). Perhaps this also suggests that the .
discos, sexual promiscuity and gay social events act as validating symbols
for gay youth and that the individual's need (or desire) for identity
reinforcement and/or validation of identity may decrease across the life
course. in this way, an easy acceptance of one's homosexual self
identity, social or familial group and partner are likely to correspond
with increasing years of life.B

Age preferences among homosexuals manifest both divergence and
similarity when compared to those of heterosexuals, atthough contradiction
is apparent in studies of the latter. Harry and Devall conclude that
older heterosexual males prefer younger women (1978, 131). There is
however, contradictory evidence suggesting that older male and female
hoamosexuals prefer their own age cohort (Raphael and Robinson, 1980: 216),
and that gay males over the age of forty or forty-five prefer younger

partners (Harry and Devall, 1978: 124~5; Harry, 1982: 205, 219).
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The Distress of the Double Stigma: Old and Gay

Much of the literature points to a greater emphasis upon youth and
physical attractiveness among homosexual males as compared to heterosexual
males (Friend, 1987: 315; Harry, 1982: 219; Warren, 1974: 84-5; Hoffman,
1968: 52; Simon and Gagnon, 1973; Weinberg, 1970), and several authors

4 Hooker

claim that this is particularly apparent in gay bar settings.
(1967, 176) notes too that, "nothing is more conspicuous in the 'gay' bar
market than the emphasis on appearance: on dress, manner and body build."
Similarly, Hoffman comments that, "youth is very much at a premium” in
such a mecca (Hoffman, 1968: 54) and proclaims that:

...virtually the sole criterion of value in the homosexual

world is physical attractiveness, being young and handsame

in gay life is like being a millionaire in a community where

wealth is the only criterion of value (1968, 155).

In this way, much in the manner of conventional culture, "age
segregation in the gay comunity often prevents older and younger gay men
from checking out their possibly erroneous assumptions about each other”
(Berger, 1982: 29). As Blachford suggests, 'age stratification is also
prevalent with its stigma against being old in this society and a worship
of the idea of youth itself"” (Blachford, 1981: 186). Vacha adds that a
double stigma exists for the older male homosexual - "the old and
unmarried” (1985, 193). Nelson adds that assigning tabula rasa status to
the newborn and obsolescence to the old means that, "ageism is the shroud

our culture wraps around death, making it impossible for people even to

acknowledge their fears much less examine them” (1985, 124).
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The Genesis of Gay World Age Structure

Berger claims that problems among older hamosexuals are largely a
consequence of their relative invisibility in the gay conmunity such that
they generally lack specialized support services to provide counsel and
advice in times of loss of a partner, death and bereavement (1982, 13-14).
The author also contends that most gay comunities remain primarily
orjented to younger people and therefore offer few (if any) older role
models. As a result, older gay people become increasingly isolated from
heterosexual and homosexual communities as a result of the lack of
supports and meeting areas for homosocial interaction (1982, 14). The
author also notes that elder gays homosexuals have been taxpayers for a
good portion of their lives but receive few social services in return
(Berger, 1982: 14).

There 1is some contention regarding the question of whether
homosexuals encounter unique problems related to aging and later 1ife.®
Kelly (1977, 331) and Vacha (1985, 191-4) note that the gay elder
frequently experiences particular problems of discrimination during
processes of illness, death and bereavement processes. |n particular,
the same-sex partner of a gay man or lesbian is often denied hospital and
chronic care nursing home visitation (in some emergency situations, and
particularly in Intensive Care Units where only blood relatives are
permitted), experience interference in the administration of burial and

funeral service arrangements, and is often denied possession of joint or
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personal property as designated in the will of the deceased partner.

The appropriation of such rights is often a result of conflict,
homophobia and failure to recognize the validity of the remaining
partner's previous relationship with the deceased. This 1is generally
expressed by the biological family, their legal representative and a
(perceived) dominant familial status 1in relation to the deceased. It is
these dilemmas which have encouraged gay men and lesbians to politicize
and to publicize their concerns in such areas and in so doing, to
challenge the present status of differential heterosexual and homosexual
rights and privileges.

The situation as previously described by Berger has undergone much
change during the current decade. Gay men and lesbians, many of them
aware that they will have no children (and inadequate pensions for some
lesbians) or close family members to provide physical and emotional care
for them 1if necessary during later years, are mobilizing to create
specific services to meet their own needs. Many gay people envision
exclusively-gay and Jlesbian nursing homes, retirement centres and
apartment complexes for gay seniors.

Currently, there are numerous community organizations (the largest
of which include the New York-based SAGE (Senior Action in a Gay
Enviromment) which was founded in 1977 as the first organization to
address the unigue needs of older gays and lesbians, and G.L.0.E. (Gay
and Lesbian Outreach to Elders) a social service and outreach program for

the over sixty age cohort)“; groups such as Older Lesbian Energy, a
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support group in Arlington, Massachusetts, SOL (Slightly Older Lesbians),
a support and social group for the over thirty, with branches in Berkeley,
San Jose, San Diego, Denver and Santa Cruz, the SSGLC (Society for Senior
Gay and Lesbian Citizens), a support and social group in Los Angeles for
the fifty-five and older and Operation Concern, a gay and lesbian elder
community outreach program in San Francisco“; and specially-designed

publications (such as Broomstick, published in San Francisco for all women

over forty, Holiday Bulletin, a Minneapcolis correspondence club which

provides for contact with and between older gay men, and Golden Threads,
§

a Massachussetts contact magazine for lesbians over fifty.‘

Although the age structure of the gay world 1is still embryonic,
there is evidence which suggests that 1in future, it will crystallize,
becoming an important issue for political campaigns, special interest
groups and community support service organizations. Just as exclusive
milieux have been created for the young gay and lesbian (youth telephone
1ines and referral services, support groups and after-hours unlicensed
discos and dance clubs), associations of Gay Fathers and Lesbian Mothers,
so too, are we witnessing the emergence of unique social, support and
special interest groups, bars which cater to older clientele! and
alternative living arrangements for elder gays and lesbians. There is
1ittle doubt that in future, such groups for older gays will coalesce into
an important part of the movement and will effect social change in the gay

world and the mainstream.
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CAPITALIST ENTERPRISE: THE HIGH COST OF LIBERATION

The increased expansion of what was once a ‘'gay ghetto' has
continued throughout the 1980s. A new omipotent generation of commercial
and consumer-oriented business enterprises now thrive in most large urban
centres with visible gay conmunities. Moreover, it becomes increasingly
apparent that many of the links and supports integral to the lesbian and
gay nexus of the 13970s have now become commodities in the modern gay
world. Coupled with a growing sense of sophistication, gay organizations
have evolved into bureaucratic institutions replete with a myriad of
geographical branches, many of them comprised of hierarchies of
technocratic efficiency experts, administrative specialists, intellectual
substrata and entrepreneurial aspirations. The tendency of centralized
gay comunity services and operations to shift from non-profit status to
consurmate incorporation means that profit-making and in a word,
capitalism, reign as more recent and central concerns of the gay wor1d.%

In recent years, the cover charge for entry into the lesbian and
gay bars has increased, as has the price of drinks. This appears to be
a primary consequence of the need for such environs, the high business
risk and the demand of the patrons (Newton, 1972: 115). Thus, the high
rates of demand, couplied with a lack of alternatives in many communities
results in higher prices. In larger cities, where there are often several
gay and lesbian bars and social alternatives, competition frequently helps

to control cover and drink charges. Moreover, when business owners raise
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prices and discover their patrons willing or able to cover the increased
costs, there 1is, 1in the 1interests of profit margins and business
enterprise, no reason not to do so.

To be a gay person earlier in the movement (throughout the mid
1970s and early 1980s) was a much more satisfying and less costly
endeavour. Many of the special publications, bibliographic materials,
original gay and lesbian novels, and collectible items were (as few as
seven and eight years ago) less than half the price of what most of these
items sell for today. As the market demand has increased, prices seem to
have risen accordingly. Furthermore, although there are more books,
magazines and journals written primarily by and for gay men and lesbians
on the market, many of the popular classics are out of print or impossible
to find. Collections of early magazines and newsletters are available
only to the affluent and occasionally, individual volumes may be unearthed
by an exclusive antiquary bookseller. In addition, more recent writings
and reprint editions are costly and must be ordered direct from an
American or British publishing company (which again, increases the cost
substantially).

Conventional (non-gay) entrepreneurs have also begun to realize
the potential market for lesbian and gay greeting cards, lapel pins,
gamesy, cassettes and records, posters, books, magazines, jewellery and
coffee mugs. Several of these items may now be found by browsing
carefully in specialty jewellery boutiques, small flea markets and surplus

outlets, novelty distributors and general gift stores as well as in
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exclusive gay gift and book stores. Other items, such as Pride Day
paraphernalia, are often sold by independent non-gays on the street or in
the park area during the Pride Day celebrations.

Vendors often wave at marchers and other participants and proclaim
that their wares must be seen. it is often easy to distinguish these
merchants from their gay and lesbian counterparts by the goods they have
for sale. Collections of black and white metal triangles, rock group
buttons, nondescript tee-shirts, sundry vogue sunglasses, costume
jewellery (emblazoned with peace signs, motorbicycle logos and an array
of indeterminate designs) and improper pink triangles (apex pointing
upward instead of down) quickly permits recognition of the non-gay vendors
hoping to 'cash in' on a celebration which largely excludes them. It
would seem that:

Weber's '"spirit of capitalistic enterprise” is time-and-

space-bound, but the spirit of the innovating enterpriser

has flowered in Periclean Greece as well as in Reformation

England and in the United States (Lee, 1966: 271).

Moreover, it is worthy of note that a percentage of funds received at gay
business and support booths is frequently remitted in one form or another

to the gay comunity at large. This is clearly not the case with most

conventional entrepreneurs.
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CONCLUS ION

Much of the extant sociological literature fails to capture the
diversity and complexity of the modern gay world. In particular, Breton
(1954) and Harry and Devall (1978) have overlooked the significance of
cultural artifacts and political structures upon 'subcultural' evolution.
Many sociologists (Lee, 1979 1in particular) have neglected the importance
of 'deviant' consciousness in subcultural development and, in the manner
of Best and Luckenbill (1982) fail to acknowledge the cumulative nature
of, and 1interplay between, various levels of 'deviant' organizational
sophistication.

Lee (1979) also examines gay communities as ecological territories
in terms of the varying degrees of institutional completeness. This
perspective fails to account for the significance of gay culture and
consciousness in subcultural organization and evolutionary development.
However, as in mainstream culture, the cultural artifacts and materials
of the gay world fragment, shift and combine to form social structures and
institutions which aim to serve the lesbian and gay population. Moreover,
the images, events, nuances, conversations and gay occasions - both
mundane and spectacular - transcend the territorial and geographical
boundaries of each particular gay comunity.

2 of the gay world finds as its parallels

The institutionalization
the black c¢civil rights movement and the women's movement, both of which

have generated specialized services, institutions and unique structural
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characteristics. The growing politicization of homosexuality in which
'private troubles' are transformed into 'public issues' (Mills, 1959) has
stimulated a movement among gay men and lesbians from 'the closets to the
courts’', and engendered a shift from techniques of accommodation to those
of litigation. This has subsequently created increasing heterogeneity and
factionalism between members of the gay world and dissention between this
culture and the mainstream. Much of this conflict is a product of the
strategic opposition between the conservative 'homophile old guard' (pro-
accommodation) and the growing bloc of radical activists (pro-
confrontation). Similar forms of discord are apparent among gay men,
lesbians and the dominant culture.

The politicization of homosexuality has also coincided with the
growth of gender politics within the gay world and the dominant culture.
The relationship between gay men and lesbians has fluctuated
between solidarity and conflict. Some gay men and lesbians continue to
establish cross-gender relationships which are based largely upon a sense
of common history, stigna and shared cultural artifacts. Others define
themselves as distinctly gay or lesbian and these interpretations are
based on particular political ideologies in addition to the subordinate
or superordinate social status assigned respectively to male and female
by a patriarchal culture.

The advent of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) has also
stimulated both unity and discord among members of the gay world and the

dominant culture. As several authors have observed (notably Shilts, 1987;
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Crimp, 1988; Altman, 1986; Kramer, 1989 and Miller, 1989), AIDS originally
created much dissention among gay men (and between gay men and lesbians).
However, a gradual cognizance of the severity and complexity of the
disease has resulted in heightened solidarity and group mobilization among
and between gay men and lesbians. AIDS has also inspired the creation of
a specialized and unique service infrastructure and innovative
institutional arrangements in addition to the acceleration of civil rights
litigation and challenges to extant clauses and charters of human rights.

There are other emerging structures, institutions and organizations
which continue to evolve and to develop at a relatively rapid pace. An
examination of the recent literature on gay aging, the rites-of-passage
unique to gay men and lesbians and the double stigma of old and gay
provides evidence for the existence of an emergent, albeit fledgling,
crystallization of age structure in the gay world. This is a relatively
recent phenomenon and may in fact, coincide with the current focus on the
aged in the dominant culture, and recent developments in the fields of
geriatrics and social gerontology.

Another recent phenomenon within the gay wor1d concerns the dilemma
of gay and lesbian liberation. In the 1980s, liberation has become, for
many gay men and lesbians, a capitalist enterprise. |In other words, as
larger nurbers of individuals have begun to patronize gay bars,
restaurants, guest houses and book stores, consumer costs have increased
accordingly. Cover charges and rising liquor prices are now cammonplace

at many gay establishments. This is particulariy apparent in the smaller
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cities and towns which offer few alternatives and little competition for
the one or two gay or gay-positive businesses that do exist.

Conventional (non-gay) and gay entrepreneurs have also become
cognizant of the potential, and relatively untapped, consumer market among
gay men and lesbians. Signs, symbols and iconographic materials
(emblazoned on buttons, jewellery, clothing and calenders) have become
marketplace comodities. First edition books, obscure chronicles and
ear ly movement periodicals and magazines are difficult to acquire and when
available, fees for original or reprint editions are generally
prohibitive.

Lesbian and gay books, bibliographies and buttons were once
available free of charge at various special events and community
celebrations. Generally, such items are now available for a fee, although
they are often in limited supply. Thus, what was once a 'gay ghetto' has
now become part and parcel of the capitalist market and can, when the
product and location are popular or unique, be an extremely lucrative
endeavour. To be a gay man or lesbian in the late 1980s or early 1990s
is a much more costly endeavour than during the early years of the

movement. Such is the price of the new emancipation.
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END NOTES

1. The Universal Federation of Metropolitan Community Churches,
based in Los Angeles is the largest international and gay religious
organization. The UFMCC, with a total of 264 existing chapters worldwide
(209 across the United States, 14 chapters in Canada, and 41 throughout
Latin America, Europe and Australia), is the first enduring gay religious
federation. The Metropolitan Community Church (MCC), "a prime example of
a thoroughly institutionalized concretion of a change movement”
(Humphreys, 1972: 156), was originally founded by Reverend Troy Perry in
1968 as a non-denominational church. MCC offers worship services,
'unions' (gay bondings, sometimes referred to as marriages) and social
events for gays and lesbians.

There are also several other religious organizations throughout the
world including Dignity/Dignite (Catholic), Iintegrity (Episcopalian),
Affirmation (Mormon), Lutherans Concerned and Chutzpah {(Jewish). These
however are mainline denominations and function independently of the MCC.
Other gay religious support groups include Seventh Day Adventist Kinship,
Gay Buddhists and Christian Scientists. Rueda estimated that a total of
331 gay American religious congregations, independent of the MCC, were
formed by 1980 (1982, 272). He also noted that, "one of the ways in which
the homosexual movement becomes part of (sometimes even central to)
religious networks is by working with other churches on ‘social action’
projects’ (Rueda, 1982: 287).

As Teal suggests, "Perry's churches for homosexuals...have been
criticized for their encouragement of separatism’” (1971, 280), although
perhaps they should also be cormended for allowing many to express their
personal religious convictions in an atmosphere of acceptance. The
alternative of course, after relinquishing mainstream church worship, is
to wholly forsake organized religion.

In Canada, the Council on Homosexuality and Religion (Winnipeg,
Manitoba) functions in much the same manner. The CHR was founded in 1976
and registered as a non-profit corporation in 1977, achieving the status
of charitable organization in 1979. The organization serves primarily as
a referral service for information, education and public awareness,
contact personnel and a clearing house for publications, many of which are
printed and distributed by the CHR.

New Ways Ministry, based in Mount Ranier, Maryland, serves as a
centre for networking, support services and advocacy for gay and lesbian
Catholics. NWM was founded in 1977, incorporated as a non-profit tax
exempt corporation in 1978, and currently publishes a quarterly newsletter
entitled Bondings. Rueda once claimed that:

Although the power for which they are competing is

ecclesiastical, it is still power and both Dignity and New

Ways Ministry are essentially political organizations

jockeying for positions within the Catholic Church (1982,

367).
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2. Lesbian and Gay Pride Day is referred to by many annual
participants as an 'institution’.

3. The relationships and political factionalism between gay men
have been discussed implicitly in this thesis. However, more detailed
investigations have previously been accomplished by various authors. See
for example, De Cecco and Shiviey, 1978; Marotta, 1981; Altman, 1982;
D'Emilio, 1983; McWhirter and Mattison, 1984; Goodwin, 1989; Kramer, 1989;
and Miller, 1989.

4. On October 1, 1989, eleven gay male couples were legally
married in the town hall of Copenhagen, Dermark. Dermark is now the first
country in the world to legalize gay marriages (Wockner, 1989: 4).

5. In a landmark 1989 decision, an Ottawa judge has declared that
prohibiting ‘private family visits' between a gay inmate and his lover
constitutes a viclation of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and thus
must be permitted (The Hamilton Spectator, November 7, 1989: A3). This
is an important first step toward a crystallized redefinition of the
family, which includes gay and lesbian couples both with, and without,
children. It 1is also a significant milestone for future revisions of gay
and lesbian hospital visitation rights, insurance benefits and legal
codification of wills and testimonials.

6. Such as the gay-positive segments of (the character
'"Francesca') the popular Tracy Ullman Show and the popular sitcom,
"Cheers'. Other gay media success include Tony Awards for best actor and

best play for Harvey Fierstein's (play and film) "Torch Song Trilogy', an
Oscar awarded to Robert Epstein for his docudrama, "The Life and Times of
Harvey Milk", the success of recent plays dealing with AIDS, William
Hoffman's Broadway hit, "As Is" and Larry Kramer's "The Normal Heart".

7. See, for example, Arnold Bruner's report to Mayor Arthur
Eggleton and the Council of the City of Toronto, Out of the Closet: Study
of Relations Between the Homosexual Community and the Police, Toronto,
Ontario: 1981,

8. It is also the gregariousness of gay people, which Hamilton
refers to as, ''the herding instinct among gays"” (1973, 192-96), which
continues to make subsequent gay world evolution possible.

9. It has not been my intention to provide historical minutiae,
particularistic details of individual gay or homosexual activist
networking, or an 1in-depth analysis of congressional and political
developments. These have been well-documented elsewhere by Adam (1987),
D'Emilio (1983 and 1981), Marotta (1981), Boswell (1980), Steakley (1975),
Sweet (1975), Tobin and Wicker (1972), Teal (1971) and others. Potlitical
candidates and supporters of the American gay movement, including Henry
wallace, Mayor John Lindsey, Senator Edward Kennedy, President Jinmy
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Carter, Mayor Dianne Feinstein, Mayor Edward Koch and Governor Jerry Brown
have been discussed by Rueda (1982), The Advocate, The Body Politic and
Christopher Street and others.

"...the feminist

”n

10. In like manner, Weitz also claims that,
movement was and is based on the premise that the personal is political
(1984, 246).

11. Davis and Kennedy suggest that the early lesbian role-playing
served as a form of resistance to social oppression. The authors argue
that, "...with the development of the political activities of gay
liberation, explicitly political organizations and tactics replaced butch-
fem roles in leading the resistance to gay oppression" (1986, 24).

12. Rueda suggests that:

Organizations are nothing but extensions of the
relationships among individuals. The primacy of individuals
in social and political activism is often lost because of
our tendency to think of social structures as absolute
(1982, 419).

13. Although, Mohr argues that such a coalescence will inevitably
result in failure, primarily because the goals of each movement are not
identical (1988, 328).

14. Weitz contends however, that '"...the male gay liberation
movement never truly developed a political theory of homosexuality and
homophobia, but simply created a more activist civil libertarian position”
(1984, 246).

15. As recently as 1970-1971, according to the United States
Department of Labour, known homosexuals were forbidden to hold state
licences for more than fifty~five occupations. This meant that
homosexuals were prohibited from becoming accountants, barbers, dentists,
lawyers, liguor store owners, physicians, plurbers, real estate brokers,
cab drivers, veterinarians and of course, teachers, among others (U.S.
Department of Labour, 1970-71).

16. Ricketts and Achtenberg note that gays were permitted to act
as foster parents as recently as 1973 in Chicago (1987, 90). Moreover,
the first legal adoption by an overtly gay male couple took place in Los
Angeles in March of 1979 (1987, 92).

17. QGarrison (1989, 28-3) coined this term to refer to the one
thousand or more babies that have been born in San Francisco, Boston,
Washington and New York to gay and lesbian couples in the past five years.
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18. Such as the Bay Area San Francisco Lesbian and Gay Parenting
Group, founded 1in 1883, which now supports an estimated membership of over
three hundred (Garrison, 1989: 28).

19. These 1include Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii,
i1linois, North Dakota, Ohio and Oregon. Wisconsin, New Mexico, Vermont
and Nebraska have specifically decriminalized sodomy (Mohr, 1988; ILPA,
1988; Simpson, 1976).

20. These include: East Lansing, Ann Arbor and Detroit, Michigan;
Alfred, New York; Seattle, Washington; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Boulder,
Colorado; Berkeley and San Francisco, California; and Columbus Ohio (1LPA,
1988).

21. Including Egypt, Madagascar, Senegal, Argentina, Aruba, Costa
Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Netherlands Antilles, Peru, Uruguay, Iraq,
Israel, South Korea, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Spain and
Canada (ILPA, 1988). Moreover, as Mohr notes, Canada decriminalized gay
sex in 1969 as a response to Prime Minister Trudeau's now celebrated claim
that, "the state does not belong in the bedrooms of the nation” (1988,
94).

22. These include: California, Washington, Oregon, Alaska,
Indiana, New York and South Carolina (ILPA, 1988).

23. Including Dermark, Sweden and San Francisco (iLPA, 1988).

24. Perhaps it is worthwhile to broach the question of whether the
term 'minority' appropriately captures the homosexual population. Since
Moore suggests that characteristics of minorities include: 1) a special
history often involving 2) discrimination and the creation of primarily
negative stereotypes and the common development of 3) a form of
subculture, with 4) a variety of "coping structures" (1976, 237), we might
agree that there are important, albeit superficial, similarities.

Kinsman argues, on the other hand, that gay affirmation of
‘minority status' merely constitutes an attempt to claim the legitimacy
and respectability accorded to particular minority groups (1987, 191).
According to Stephen O. Murray, who compared the Toronto gay community
and the city's ethnic community of the 1970s, "...only in terms of
fanilistic orientation 1is there a difference between the urban gay
community and urban ethnic communities™ (1979, 172). However, we ought
not to disregard the fact that the extant pattern of familial organization
is, after all, one of the primary characteristics upon which social and
political distinctions between gays and non-gays is based.

25. Recent personal correspondence from Gay and Lesbian Democrats
of America (Washington, DC) lists seventy-one democratic clubs across the
United States (GLDA, June 1, 1989).
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26. Although Shilts argues that the political persona of the late
Harvey Milk (San Francisco City Supervisor) was not as pivotal as the
timing of his election to office and subsequent assassination. [n his
view:

The entire story of the 1ife and death of Harvey Milk rang

so true to the experiences of gays throughout the country

because it already seemed a part of the homosexual

collective unconscious, even before it happened; that it

happened to one man in San Francisco was a mere formality

(1982, 348).

27. A brief list of openly-gay elected officials includes Elaine
Noble (State tegislator, Massachussetts, 1974), Svend Robinson (Member of
Parliament, Ontario and British Columbia, current), the late Harvey Milk
(San Francisco City Supervisor, 1978), Art Agnos (Mayor, San Francisco,
current), Harry Britt (San Francisco President, Board of Supervisors,
current) and Barney Frank (Congressional Representative, Massachusetts,
current).

28. According to Jacobs, the San Francisco-based Human Rights
Campaign Fund, is currently "one of the top ten independent American PACS"
(1989%a, 35).

29. Personal comunication from Dr. Richard A. Brymer, McMaster
University, Hamilton, Ontario (December 1989).

30. Gay men and Jlesbians have long debated the issue of
'appropriately defined’ homosexuality in terms of its meaning and gender
affiliation. Thompson (1985, 56) claims that in assuming the term
homosexual 1is universally applicable to gay men and lesbians one
participates in a 'category mistake' as the distinction between the two
is abundantly clear. In a similar manner, Stanley (1978, 124-5) cites the
separation lesbians and gay men according to the dissimilarity of their
respective lifestyles. She argues that since, ''there are lesbians and
there are homosexuals...we need the terminological distinction in order
to do justice to the two different kinds of experience’” (Stanley, 1978:
124-5).

Warren however suggests that,

A hamosexual identity is distinguished from

a gay identity by the gay comunity, although
not by the stignatizing society. A homo-

sexual identity simply describes one's sexual
orientation, whereas a gay identity implies
affiliation with the gay community in a cultural
and social sense (1974, 149-50).
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This is not a popular distinction in the academic literature, although it
frequently appears 1in the current newsletters, bar rags and magazines,
published by and for the gay world. There is no real consensus regarding
the appropriate terminology and it is frequently a consequence of one's
individual choice and political status (conservative or militant).

31. it 1is important to note that, as Weeks contends, "...the very
extension and broadening of the available sexual categories as a result
of the women's and gay movements points to their disintegration as unitary
categories"” (1982, 306).

32. In 1970 popular lesbian writer Rita Mae Brown (author of
Sudden Death, Six of One, Rubyfruit Jungle, Bingo and many other works)
was dismissed from NOW on the grounds of lesbianism.

33. Lewis refers to the polarization of lesbian comunities
(closeted or private lesbians and activist or public lesbians) as the
"subculture gap' (1979, 63).

34. Local gay comunities varied in the degree of outrage and
response to the crisis of AIDS. in this case, this very diversity
underscores the dilemma of generalizing behaviour on a ‘world level'.
However, many of the AIDS activists of the early 1980s, AIDS victims and
community spokespersons collectively underwent experiences similar to the
five stages of dying (see Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, On Death and Dying, New
York: Maamillan inc., 1969).

35. This article is summarized by Shilts (1987, 244-45) and
reproduced in its entirety by Kramer (1988, 33-50).

36. A contradiction seems apparent in the present escalation of
mainstream interest in homosexuality and aging and the growing concern
(both lay and professional) regarding increasing numbers of homosexuals
(and others) afflicted with AIDS, ARC and ARC-i| and HiV-carrier status.
Is such an interest, like the posthumous compassion offered to dead
heroes, sparked only because so many are dying, or is it perhaps a
response to the fact that both homosexuals and heterosexuals are
contracting the disease and related symptomatology?

37. Stanley however, asks the provocative question, "have you ever
wondered why 1if heterosexuality is, in fact, "natural”, it had to be
institutionalized?” (1978, 125).

38. Several authors suggest that the process of coming out usually
occurs at a median age of nineteen or twenty years (Harry, 1982: 134;
Harry and Devall, 1978: 64; Dank, 1971). However, there appear to be
countless cases in which this process occurs earlier in adolescence or
much later in the life course.



CHAPTER 6

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In the usual complicated dialectic of self-affirmation of
groupness and the perception of a group by others, a
realization has come that emergent comunities are potential
lucrative markets: a profit can be made from groups in
search of an identity and a heritage. When repression gives
way to repressive tolerance, minority groups become special
markets and have commodities symbolizing group membership
tailored for them...(Murray, 1979: 173).

SUMMARY

Many of the concepts associated ’'deviant subcultures’' 1in the
sociological literature fail to provide adequate means by which to
describe the evolutionary development of the gay world and emergent
structures and institutions. However, specific recent developments in
the theoretical 'state of the art' provide constructs which are useful in
exploring the genesis and on-going evolution of this world. In
particular, Breton's original formulation of 'institutional completeness’
(1964), its Jater application to the study of the territorial gay
‘community’ (Lee, 1979) and the more recent synthesis of process and
organization sophistication (Best and Luckenbill, 1982) have guided the

conceptual framework of this thesis, and the characterization of the

286
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emergent gay world.

Most of these theories have in general however, failed to capture
the cultural materials (historical patterns and increasing consciousness
and internalization, iconography, assorted comunity and territorial
milieux, publishing and press, argot and rhetoric) and structural features
(the politicization of homosexuality, gender and Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome) and recent and emerging phenomena such as age grade
systems, structural and institutional development and the repercussions
of market consumption and capitalism on the 1iberation movement within the
modern gay world. This has been discussed in extensive detail in Chapter
One which furnished a background in the history of subcultural theory.
The remainder of the thesis was based primarily upon a re-
conceptualization of the social organization of gay men and lesbians.

Chapter Two outlined the history of the relations between the
members of the gay world and conventional culture, which are generally
personified by persistent intolerance, oppression, persecution and social
conflict. The early history of same-sex relations (the sixteenth to the
nineteenth century), the effects of the shift from agrarian production to
industrial capitalism, the early homosexual rights movement in Germany
(1897-1935) and the social conditions perpetuated by World War Two were
examined in terms of their relationship to the development of early
homosexual consciocusness and community.

Synopses of significant watershed events of the post-war period

illustrated the processes of causation, growth, transformation and in a
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word, evolution, integral to the development of gay world organizational
sophistication and organization. This discussion contributed to the
cognizance of the processes inherent to the development of lesbian and
gay consciousness, organizational sophistication, institutional
completeness, cultural and structural diversity and 1in general, the
evolution of gay and conventional communities, the dominant culture and
the gay world.

The genesis and codification of shared signs, symbols, rhetoric
and argot (lesbian and gay iconography) were discussed in detail 1in
Chapter Three 1in order to illustrate the richness and diversity of what
now comprises modern gay culture. A lack of consensus regarding the
origins and meanings of many of the symbols, argot and slang is one of
the consequences of their co-optation by the mainstream.

Many sociologists (eg. Breton, 1954 and Lee, 1979) have over looked
the importance of consciousness among 'deviant’' groups and have therefore
failed to examine relevant cultural materials and artifacts. Several
British theorists (eg. J. Clarke, 1975; Hall and Jefferson, 1975; Hebdige,
1979; and Brake, 1980) have emphasized the importance of consciousness and
iconography upon cultural organization and evolution, and have contributed
significantly to sociological discourse.

This chapter also examined the development of a common self and
group consciousness as apparent in the vast assortment of media produced
primarily during the last four decades. The latter includes early

periodicals, comunity calenders, bar rags, glossy news magazines, poetry
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and novels, scholarly journals and small independent lesbian and gay
presses in addition to mainstream gay and lesbian-oriented films.

An outline of the history of gay and lesbian bars and an
examination of the proxemics, roles, stereotypes and camp have
demonstrated the manner by which these milieux continue to serve as entry
points, symbols, media, comunity centres and institutions, in terms of
their territorial locations in various comunities. The bars retain
significant functions in the modern gay world in that they provide a
buffer against stigma (although at times entry into or egress from a gay
bar may reinforce public censure), a pool of potential friendship networks
and sexual partners, and a grapevine of comunity events and information.
This chapter, 1in large part patterned on British perspectives, explored
the cultural artifacts by which gay men and lesbians perceive, interpret
and organize their experiences, realities and, in fact, their world.

The mosaic of gay and lesbian social miljeux, committees,
institutions, religious chapters, political organizations, referral and
support programs, special interest and working groups, counselling,
educational and public awareness programs, alternative media,
entertairment and publishing, and recreation and leisure group activities
which have developed as responses to the dominant culture, are
considerable. Moreover, Rueda refers to the proliferation of professional
caucuses and special interest groups as the "intellectual substratum"
(1982, 44) of the gay world. A brief list of Canadian examples includes

the Gay Academic Union, Gay Library Association, Gay and Lesbian Caucus
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for the Modern Languages, a special interest group affiliated with the
Modern Language Association, Canadian Lesbian and Gay History Network
(founded in 1985 as a joint project between University of Toronto and the
Canadian Gay Archives), and the Gay and Lesbian Resource Centre
(established as a response to the dissolution of the Winnipeg Gay
Community Centre in 1988).

Chapter Four introduced and interpreted a distinctive and
contemporaneous typology which delineates distinct levels of 'pre-worid’
gay and lesbian comunities, each composed of varying degrees of
institutional completeness and organizational sophistication. These
levels were referred to, in ascending order, as the 'commuter zone', the
'occasional community’', the 'middle range’, 'further development' and
"pre-world' (highest) community development. Each of these levels were
outlined in detail, augmented by current figures, illustrative examples
and ethnographic data.

This chapter proposed that each of these levels, concurrently
similar and distinct from the others, exist simultaneously as components
and vehicles for the enhancement, modification and creation of the gay
world as whole. Most of these comunities share a comon stigma,
iconography, cultural artifacts and vernacular, although the extent and
complexity of these features differ according to the level of existing
organizational and institutional development. Thus, the degree and
sophistication of political, religious, media, recreational and service

structures of each area were seen to vary. The link which ties these
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various comunities together is the gay world proper. The sense of shared
gay culture, identity, ideology and information networks serve as the
cohesive bonds of this world.

The gay world subsumes all lower levels of organization, creating
an interplay within and between these comunities and the mainstream.
However, the development of the gay world also impedes the expansion,
development and reconstruction of smaller comunities and renders many of
them non-essential. There are two reasons for this: first, it is not
uncammon for a local culture in the process of perishing to be integrated
into a larger community, becoming a component of the larger whole rather
than struggling to survive as a separate entity. Secondly, as particular
gay communities become more institutionally complete, these alternatives
draw residents and motivation away from the smaller caomunities, reducing
their potential for further development and evolution. These forms of
redundancy are more likely to occur within the lower levels of development
('commuter zones' and ‘occasional communities’).

Chapter Five outlined the ways in which the modern gay world and
the mainstream are modified, transformed and enhanced by the various
coamunities, politicization and discord which encompass gender politics
and the more recent issues and challenges propagated by the cataclysm of
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Patterned primarily on the
black civil rights and women's movements, the increasing politicization
of homosexuality and subsequent transfer of gay men and lesbians from the

'closets to the courts' is an effective means by which to transform
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'private troubles' into 'public issues' (Mills, 1959).

Moreover, this politicization has meant that bonds of oppression,
identity, culture and history once common among many gay men and lesbians
now flourish concurrently with increasing (intra-comunity and intra-
wor 1d) heterogeneity, diversity and factionalism. This chapter briefly
explored some of the more salient issues involved in determining
relationships of solidarity and conflict, between gay men and lesbians,
and among lesbians. In the case of gender politics and sexual
orientation, it is clear that the 'personal is political' (Weitz, 1984:
246).

The appearance of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) has
also generated both unity and discord among and between members of the gay
world and the mainstream. At present, it appears that solidarity and
mobilization, particularly among gay men, have inspired the creation of
a unique service infrastructure and institutional innovation. In
addition, civil rights litigation and lobbying aimed at challenging the
existing human rights Jlegislation bhas accelerated. The politics
surrounding the AIDS controversy were examined only briefly in this
chapter since this has previously been accomplished by numerous others,
the most comprehensive of which include Altman (1986), Shilts (1987),
Crimp (1988), Kramer (1989) and Miller (1989).

Chapter five also presented a brief review of the current
literature on gay aging. An examination of lesbian and gay rites of

passage and the double stigna of old and gay pointed to a recent and
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accelerating cognizance of the special needs of the lesbian and gay aged.
The emergence of gay and lesbian age structures and a corresponding
service infrastructure also suggests that the organizational
sophistication and institutional completeness of the gay world is
continuing to evolve and to expand. Generally, a heightened awareness of
problems unique to gay men and lesbians is crystallizing in the evolution
of special structures to deal with these problems and with the everyday
social reailities of the gay world.

The final and most recent phenomenon of this evolution concerns
the impact of modern liberation on the gay world as a whole. Chapter Five
hypothesized that the relative emancipation of the present movement
demands both financial and emotional sacrifices among gay world members.
This has not been previously explored in the literature and was largely
tentative speculation, based exclusively upon recent observations and
experiences of the author. In general, mainstream and gay world
entrepreneurs are becoming more aware of the relatively untapped consumer
potential of gay men and lesbians. As more conventional and gay
industrialists begin to escalate prices, decrease quality, stock limited
supplies, and place a premium on goods and services which were once free
for the asking, what was once referred to as the ‘'gay ghetto' s
increasingly emerging as a bureaucratic enterprise, firmly entrenched in
the capitalist system of the dominant culture. These are but a few of the

costs associated with the modern liberation of the gay world.
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DISCUSSION

Research and investigation in the area of the gay 'world’' is
currently hindered by its novel and ephemeral qualities which arise as a
consequence of 1its emergent and evolutionary nature. One of the
difficulties is that, while | do not propose that the gay worlid be
considered a reified sociclogical construct but rather an existing social
and hence, sociclogical reality, one cannot be entirely certain that it
is manifestly corporeal to the impartial non-gay, neophyte observer, rural
or surreptitious gay, or to the critical sociologist. It appears evident
that, for the urban gay academic, gay male or lesbian participant, this
gay world exists as a highly visible and corporeal entity. Moreover, such
a level of organization is particularly conspicuous for the residents and
participants who traverse this world and experience its essence, since,
"if men define situations as real, they are real in their consequences"
(Thomas and Thomas, 1928: 572).

Theoretically, individuals who so desire could remain primarily,
although not yet fully, within the milieux of the gay world. They would
be expected generally to conform to normative laws (e.g. rules governing
criminal behaviours, vehicular speed 1imits, drinking and driving
regulations), standard moral principles and orthodox codes of (public and
private) social conduct. It appears that the existing level of
institutional completeness has not yet reached such a degree that contact

with the larger culture is considered unnecessary.
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Just as there are laws, norms, rules, social conventions and codes
of conduct which must be obeyed, so too, are there a miscellany of goods
and services which are not yet available solely within the confines of the
gay world. These goods and services include grocery, alcoholic, personal
hygiene and drug-reiated articles; emergency medical care, dental,
educational, postal, telephone, electrical, housekeeping, consulting,
employment and repair services; and an assortment of business, housing and
employment opportunities. This does not imply that gay people are
generally excluded from participation in these areas, but rather that they
still constitute a relatively invisible minority within these occupations.

That these aggregate gay comunities have coalesced and acquired
a 'worild’' level of organizational sophistication ought now to be apparent.
In sum,

...1in large metropolitan areas, acceptance of homosexuality

has grown and will continue to grow, among several segments

of the population, heterosexual as well as homosexual. This

can only lead, as some observers have pointed out to

diversification, 1integration, and the spread of several

interrelated homosexual worlds...in large metropolitan

areas, many of these already exist and have become

communities in their own right (Rubington, 1982, 52).
It is these various communities which together constitute, and thus make
possible, the existing gay world.

That single events such as Gay and Lesbian Pride Day, or the
closing of a gay bar, a raid on a book store or bath house, or the street
‘bashing’ of a gay man, is comprehensible to other cultures, languages,

races and religions, suggests that the gay world is truly interrelated.

Moreover, that particular experiences, events or phrases conjure up
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similar images among gay people everywhere is evidence for a shared gay
culturai and symbolic universe, or in other words, a gay world.

it must be emphasized that as these camunities and their cultural
artifacts, institutions and structures continue to evolve, they modify and
enhance much of the landscape of the gay world in addition to that of the
mainstream. Moreover, it should be stressed that this analysis of the gay
world has been developed in terms of an ethnographic present as a
consequence of the continuing processes of emergence and evolution. This
world, as it 1is portrayed herein, has already undergone change and
transformation and, since we cannot hold evolution constant nor social
organization stationary, it 1is almost immediately consigned to an
historical past. Thus, the gay world which has been represented in this
thesis must be viewed with a cognizance of 1its temporal and approximate

nature.

The Future of the Gay World: A Few Remarks

The gay world of the 1990s will likely continue to expand and to
evolve as a conhsequence of increased lobbying for gay rights (insurance
benefits, legalized marriages or 'unions’' and new forms of lesbian and
gay spousal and family legislation) and will yield more visible and
numerous extended gay families (adoption, 1in-vitro fertilization and

artificial insemination). [t would seem that future support of gays and



297
lesbians by mainstream politicians (newly cognizant of the potential
voting bloc among gays and lesbians) will continue to increase and will
serve to intensify visibility and acceptance of gay men and lesbians by
the dominant majority. A good deal of the historical interaction between
gay men, lesbians and the mainstream has been characterized by a general
view and comon fear of homosexual, homophile and gay people as
"subterranean others'. Much of mainstream public opinion in this regard
has, however, acaquired a considerably more positive orientation in recent
years. As a result, as gay men and lesbians become increasingly more
visible in the media, literature, academia, and everyday life, they may
in fact become more accepted, more tolerated and more mundane.

wWhether the gay world will, in future, become more discrete from,
or integrated with, conventional culture 1is difficult to determine.
However, | believe it is more likely that the two processes will occur
simultaneously. That is, even as the gay world proceeds to nurture
specialized and distinctive cultural artifacts, organizations and
institutions and thus grows more discrete; this world will also expand
its affiliation with the dominant culture, thus becoming more diffuse.
The latter process will become increasingly apparent in the arena of gay
politics, particularly in terms of AIDS, civil liberties and human rights
issues in general.

In addition, the acceptance and integration of increased numbers
of gay men and lesbians into mainstream political, occupational and

professijonal opportunities (in the realm of judicial, educational,
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religious and health care systems) will not serve to augment the extant
degree of institutional completeness within a particular gay comunity.
Rather, a high degree of gay assimilation into the mainstream will have
just the opposite effect, and many will surely view this as desirable.
Although such assimilation to conventional culture would have the effect
of reducing institutional completeness, the likelihood is that it would
also serve to expand and to render the boundaries of the 'gay world' more
diffuse. Conversely, should gay men and lesbians continue to form new
business partnerships, to patronize favourite gay and lesbians bars,
restaurants, specialty shops, book stores and comunity centres and to
struggle for gay rights and privileges, the predicament of segregation
versus ijntegration will endure.

Moreover, increasing consumerism and capitalist enterprise will
expand the book stores, specialty shops and mail order products aimed
at lesbians and gay men. 1t is plausible that extensive participation in
the gay and lesbian marketpiace, by conventional and gay entrepreneurs and
business executives, will stimulate an inundation of high-priced gay and
lesbian products such as icons, posters, movies and videos, books and
glossy magazines, travel guides and other miscellaneous items.

in future, it will be efficacious to 1investigate whether the
association of homosexual, gay or lesbian with 'deviant’ is, in fact, an
appropriate equation, given the evolution of the gay world. Several of
the gay men and lesbians with whom | have spoken hypothesize that religion

will be the final barrier prohibiting and challenging pedestrian
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acceptance of homosexuality by the mainstream. An inquiry of this nature
may constitute one of the more salient avenues for impending research and
investigation.

Certainly other avenues for future exploration and sociological
analyses 1include the redefinition of family, spousal issues, the
crystallization of gay world age structure and institutional development,
the social and ethical implications of AIDS during the 1990s, the
reverberations of political factionalism and a detailed cost-benefit

analysis of the conditions of modern 1liberation.

Concluding Note

while by no means a declaration of analytical completeness, the
purpose of this thesis has incidentally become two-fold. Initially, the
thesis was premised upon the development of a comprehensive perspective,

and definition, of the gay world as "...a universe of meanings, carried
by language, symbols and mythologies (as well as rituals and ideologies)"
(Wax, 1980: 273) which 1is also comprised of variegated levels of
organizational sophistication and institutional completeness. The 'gay
world' has previously been referred to in the socioclogical and popular
literature only as an abstracted reification, an ambiguous construct

simultaneously interchangeable with subculture, sub-society, alternative

lifestyle and territorial community. However, this thesis supports the
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hypothesis that this world exists as a relatively recent, emerging and
corporeal ethnographic unit: the gay world.

Secondly, it is hoped that in addition to the body of the text,
the literature reviews, comprehensive reference notes, appendices and
bibliographical information, will provide the reader with an adequate
selection of introductory tools and alternative resources for further
consideration, investigation and research. Should these resources also
in some way benefit readers experiencing identity distress or historical

curiosity, this thesis will then have achieved its supplementary goal.
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METHODOLOG | CAL CONS |IDERAT {ONS

Preliminary Remarks

in a style comparable to that of John Lee (1979), much of the
research data contained in this thesis has been collected through personal
participation and observation. Many of the ideas and speculations are
distinct products of the author's 'native’ status in the gay world and
fourteen year participation in various communities, lifestyles,
organizations and political structures. Although many of the documents
and archival materials exist largely within the public damain, it is
imperative that one has acquired at least a partial understanding of how
to begin the processes of specific data collection and information
retrieval. Details and descriptions of the history, cultural artifacts,
publishing and press, community development, organizational, political and
service infrastructures, various milieux, and emerging institutions and
structural features of the gay world are not always explicit in the annals
of the popular press, public gay and lesbian chronicles, or daminant
media. As a member of the gay world, I am certain that there were far
fewer avenues closed to me, than I would have anticipated as an outsider.

Thus, in the fashion of Jant and Darsey (1981, 12), I wholly reject
the claim of detachment, or dispassionate objectivity regarding the

subject matter of this thesis. As a native of the group proposed as a

301
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case history, I too feel that, 'the disinterested pursuit of knowledge
acquires, for its very virtues, the reputation of being unrelated to
social realities" (Frye, 1967: 2). It is imperative that one makes an
obvious effort to present "accurate labels that reflect[ed] the view of
homosexuality as seen out of their own particular life's window' (Hayes,
1981: 33).

Certainly, there are pragmatic difficulties associated with the
ethnographic research process. For this reason, it is important to remain
cognizant of the fact that:

The ethnographer has much in common with the explorer trying

to map a wilderness area. The explorer begins with a

general problem, to identify the major features of the

terrain; the ethnographer wants to describe the cultural
terrain. Then the explorer begins gathering information,

going first in one direction, then perhaps retracing that

route, then starting out in a new direction...Like an

ethnographer, the explorer 1is seeking to describe a

wilderness area rather than trying to "find" samething

(Spradley, 1980: 26).

Indeed, the ethical issues involved in participant-observation research
with groups publicly-labelled as 'deviant' are numerous. Those of
paramount importance include the maintenance of confidentiality, the
protection of anonymity and the acquisition of 'informed consent'. This
is, however, not the occasion to discuss these issues in great detail,
nor to investigate the sundry ethical implications of such research. This
has been successfully accomplished by Becker (1966 and 1970), Brymer and
Farris (1967), R. Wax (1971), Douglas (1976), May (1980), Thorne (1980),
M. Wax (1980), and Taylor and Bogdan (1984).

It is sufficient for present purposes to note that, in research on
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'deviant' subjects or commmities and subsequent documentation, the
primary difficulty is one of "multiple identities" (Chrisman, 1976;
Thorne, 1980). As Chrisman suggests:

In addition to being observers, [fieldworkers] may have a

work role...they may be a committed member of a group...they

may share ethnic identity where that is a salient quality of

participants...they may...be taken to be any number of

things" (Thorne, 1980: 290).

Since, in the manner of Lee (1979) and others, I have acted as a 'deviant'
much longer than an observer, or sociologist, there are certain moral
underpinnings, values and biases which may have slightly modified the
content or direction of this research. As Becker has observed, 'we can
never avoid taking sides" (1966, 245) and the material contained in this
thesis makes no statement to the contrary. Certainly, it is apparent that
a certain amount of bias contaminates the raw data of many participant-
observation and ethnographic research studies. However, I make this clear
at the outset and suggest that it is one of the fundamental limitations
of the present study.

This work is not however aimed at advocacy scholarship and the
attempt has been made to balance persocnal prejudices with sociological
analyses and ethnographic data. Although it is frequently more difficult
to remain objectively detached, it would seem that in this case, the
advantages outweigh such an obstacle. It is desirable to regularly
calibrate one's sociclogical lens in order to enhance cognizance of those

activities, events and extant features of the group which are liable to

be taken for granted. It is these features which commonly require
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explanation as well as interpretation, and this is often the case with
regard to lay readers, group members and socioclogists alike. The honing
of one's socioclogical lens is accomplished, in large part, by persistent
exploration and dialogue with others who are both a part of, and distant
from, the gay world. Often, this refers particularly to those external

to the confines of sociology.

Method

As Glaser and Strauss have noted, 'when someone stands in the
library stacks, he is, metaphorically, surrounded by voices begging to be
heard" (1967, 163). The same is true of a gay sociologist browsing in a
gay book store or bar, attending a gay drag show, concert or social gaff.
I have, as many others have done (eg. Cory, 1951 and 1964, Lee, 1979,
Sagarin, 1979, Hayes, 1981, Shilts, 1982 and 1987), taken these
observations as 'data' from numerous sources and various casual
'informants' (Hayes, 198la, 45-57). Specifically, I have followed the
methodology of Hayes and Lee in part, and have spent a good deal of time
listening to the voices of gay people in bars, at meetings, dances, in
the pages of periodicals, magazines, novels, bar rags, the sociological
literature (both past and recent) and in the argot, jokes and stories we
have shared with each other over various camputer bulletin board systems.

I have acted as a native participant observer, much in the manner



305
of Lee (1979), Maroctta (1981), Grahn (1984) Murray (1984), the late
Richard Troiden (1988), and others too numerous to mention. It is clear
that a native member of the group has the ability to comwprehend the
nuances much better than an outlander, and is rarely compelled to
undertake the processes of gaining trust and access, of developing a
workable level of understanding, argot and impression management prior to
undertaking the actual research. I have also been involved in networking
at the grassroots level which has permitted me an understanding of the
process and the politicization of homosexuality, one which is not readily
fathomable to an outlander. A passion for books encouraged an amateur
review of gay literature, journals and magazines some six years before the
advent of this thesis and yielded an ample background with which to begin
this research. A long-standing habit of saving anything book-like also
provided me with much information regarding the development of the gay
world and its organizational sophistication, as did pouring over early

issues of the Advocate, Christopher Street Magazine and the Body Politic.

Much of the information contained in the previous pages has been
gleaned through informal discussions, intensive (although prior)
participation in the Hamilton Gay Community, Gayline Counselling, HUGS,
GWC, Youth Group, Speaker's Bureau, Dance Commnittee, Gay Phoenix, HUGS
Bulletin Board System (BBS), visits to gay bars, dance clubs restaurants,
Lesbian and Gay Pride Day events, concerts, special events, film and video
presentations, gay and lesbian conferences and the Names Project (the AIDS

Quilt) throughout Ontario, Buffalo and Rochester, New York, and to a
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lesser extent, Montreal. I have also acted as a member of CGRO (the
Camnittee for Gay Rights in Ontario), RTPC (the Right to Privacy
Committee, Toronto), VGC (Vancouver Gay Community) and GHC (Gays In Health
Care, Toronto).

I have relied most heavily upon the journals, magazines, books and
general literature of various gay commmnities in an attempt to outline
those gay and lesbian perspectives which were at once both analogous and
discordant from my own. Persocnal collections of back issues permitted me
to spend hours sorting through an array of periodicals including the Body

Politic, Action, Broadside, Fireweed, Pink Inc., Connexions (all of

Toronto), HALO and GO _Info (London), GO Niagara and Gay Unity Niagara

(GUN), Rights and Freedoms (Ottawa), the Lesbian Connection (Michigan),

Fifth Freedom (Buffalo), Bondings (Maryland), Gays For Equality (gfe,

Winnipeg) Lesbian/Lesbienne (L/L, Kitchener-Waterloo) and Gay Information

(Sydney, Australia).
The more recent publications surveyed include Alternative

Expressions (Buffalo), Rites, Xtra!, the Gay Archivist, Leshian and Gay

Pride Day magazines (LGPD) and the WEB (all of Toronto), Gaielivraison

(Winnipeg), the Guide (Boston), Broomstick and Out/Look (San Francisco),

Campaign (Australia), Lesbian FEthics (New York), Lambdz Rising

(Washington, D.C.) and L'Androgyne (Montreal). Travel guides such as the

Gayellow Pages (National Edition #17, 1989) and Places of Interest to

Women (1988) and the community-oriented Toronto Area Gay Directory (1989)

have been indispensable resources for contact and dialogue. Prevailing
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membership in the Socioclogists Lesbian and Gay Caucus, the Gay and Lesbian
Caucus for the Modern Languages (a sub-group of the Modern Language
Association), and the Lesbian and Gay History Network has also yielded
extensive newsletters, bibliographies, book reviews and resource lists.

I have examined a variety of other gay press resources including
novels, plays, anthologies, cultural and historical studies, lexicon and
semiotic analyses and miscellany. Moreover, lesbian/feminist journals
and reviews, the socioclogical and historical literature in addition to
excellent journalistic contributions by such authors as Hannon (1981,
1983), Fitzgerald (1987), Shilts (1987), Fernandez (1989), Garrison (1989)
and Jacobs (1989), have added much to the content of this thesis. Many
researchers are well-versed in the value of teasing out applicable
references and there are many exceptional bibliographies which have
facilitated this particular quest. The better bibliographies include
Dynes (1987), Crawford (1984), MacCowan and Cruikshank in Cruickshank
(1982), Grier (1981)1, Foster (originally 1956, reprinted 1985) and

Malinowsky's International Directory of Lesbian and Gay Periodicals

(1986). Although somewhat dated, bibliographies campiled by Parker (1966
and 1971), Sharma and Rudy (1970), Weinberg and Bell (1972), Arno Press
(1975) and Bullough, Legg, et al. (1976)2 are worth investigation for
researchers working in the area of homosexuality. The value of tracing
sociological abstracts, individual bibliographies and journal references

cannot be overstated.
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In following the research trail, I contacted several groups and
organizations throughout Canada and the United States. I forwarded query
letters to ninety-five American and Canadian c¢lubs and organizations,
informing them of both my sexual preference (in order to appear both
sincere and non-threatening) and my academic research (offering informed
consent in the only available fashion). Of these, eleven of the Bmerican
organizations failed to acknowledge my inquiries (two letters were marked
'return to sender') and eighteen of the lesbian and gay organizations in
Canada did not. The American organizations which did respond were most
helpful, sending me free publications, newsletters and best wishes in my
research. Most of the Canadian organizations forwarded only the specific
information requested, when available, with the exception of three groups.3
Overall, this extensive correspondence also served many
incidentally beneficial purposes, such as providing me with information
on other existing groups, supplementing my understanding of the diversity
of the gay world, and affording me just cause to commence on-going
dialogue with many warm, friendly and helpful people. The Canadian Gay
Archives (CGA, Toronto), the Council on Hoamosexuality and Religion (CHR,
Winnipeg), the Committee on Lesbian and Gay History (Annandale-on-Hudson,
New York), Svend Robinson, M.P. (Ottawa), the National Organization of Gay
and Lesbian Scientists and Technical Professionals (Chicago, I11.), New
Ways Ministry (Mt. Ranier, Maryland), the Universal Fellowship of
Metropolitan Community Churches (UFMCC, Los Angeles), the National Gay and

Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF, Washington, D.C.), the Harvey Milk Lesbian and
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Gay Democratic Club (HMLGDC, San Francisco), the Gay and Lesbian Democrats

of America (GLDA, Washington, D.C.) and the staff of the San Francisco

Examiner have, in particular, been most generous and terribly kind.
Although research may be regarded as a cumulative process and
therefore a highly worthwhile endeavour, it brings with it many
limitations. Most significantly, while engaging in sociological inquiry,
it is imperative that both researcher and audience remain cognizant of the
fact that, "all the data will never be ‘in’', since the social world is
always changing and since new research is always being done" (Schur, 1979:
495). This is particularly apparent with regard to the on-going evolution

of the gay world.
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NOTES

1. See Barbara Grier, The Lesbian in Literature, Tallahassee,
Florida: Naiad Press, third edition, 1981; and Lyndall MacCowan and
Margaret Cruikshank, "Bibliography', in Cruikshank (ed.), Lesbian Studies:
Present and Future, New York: The Feminist Press, 1982 (pages 237-273).

2. See William J. Parker, Homosexuality: Selected Abstracts and
Bibliography, San Francisco: Society for Individual Rights, 1966, and
Homosexuality: A Selective Bibliography of Over 3000 Items, Metuchen, New
Jersey: Scarecrow Press, 1971. (Supplements published 1977 and 1985);
Vern L. Bullough, W. Dorr Legg, et al., An_ Annotated Bibliography of
Homosexuality, New York: Garland, 1976; Martin S. Weinberg and Alan P.
Bell, Homosexuality: An Bnnotated Bibliography, New York: Harper and Row,
1972; and Unmesh D. Sharma and Wilfred C. Rudy, Homosexuality - a select
bibliography, Waterloo, Ontario: Waterloo Lutheran University, 1970.

3. For example, two gay men from one of these organizations, based
in Toronto, graciously offered to meet me at a lesbian and gay bar in
Hamilton in order to personally deliver bibliographic materials in order
to save postage and mail damage. BAnother gay man in Winnipeg attempted
to assist me in gathering statistics which, even at this time, are
unavailable. He also suggested possible avenues of assistance, forwarded
me a 'care package' of assorted materials and expressed a genuine interest
in the success of the research.
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APPENDIX II

CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR INTERNATIONAL HOMOSEXUAL AND GRY GROUPS,
ORGANIZATIONS, ASSOCIATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

Germany - Adolph Brand (writer and bookseller) published der Eigene
which focused on classical culture and man-boy relationships.

Germany - Scientific Humanitarian Committee (SHC) assembled.
Published The Yearbook for Intermediate Types, 1899-1923.

Germany ~ Community of the Special founded.
France - Akademos published.

Netherlands - Dutch version of SHC established by a lawyer named
Schorer. Published annual reports.

Berlin -~ First known gay theatre company, '""Theater des Eros”,
founded.

Chicago - development of the Society for Human Rights.
Published Friendship and Freedom, 1924. (2 issues).

France - First French gay journal, Inversions published. (5 issues).

Netherlands - Dutch gay and lesbian organization, COC (Cultuur-en
Ontspannings-centrum or the Centre for Culture and Recreation)
founded. Published Levensrecht (now called SEK), first three
issues, 1940. BAn outgrowth of the COC, the Dialoog Foundation, a
service group, provides referrals, counselling and information.

New York (male), Los BAngeles (female) - Veteran's Benevolent
Association (VBA).

Lisa Ben (pseudonym and acronym for 'lesbian') a member of the
female chapter of the VBA distributed Vice Versa, a mimeographed
paper, 1947-1948 (9 issues), although it reached mainly private
households.
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1948, New York - Harry Hay developed the idea of the Bachelors For
Wallace, which never assembled as a group, although many authors
imply that it did). Hay later applied these original ideas to the
formation of the Mattachine.

1949, New York - Knights of the Clock, Inc. founded.

1951, Los Angeles - Development of the Mattachine Foundation.
Published Mattachine Review, 1955-1967.

1952, Los Angeles - One, Inc. emerged out of the Mattachine.
Published One, 1953-1969, although several sources claim that it
was defunct in 1967.

1955, Boise, Idaho - Homosexual 'witch hunt' occurred, during which more
than one hundred men were questioned and nine were sentenced to
prison terms with maximum sentence of fifteen years.

1955, San Francisco - Daughters of Bilitis (D.0.B.) formed.
Published The Ladder, 1956-1972 (although same sources suggest that
The Ladder was published solely during the years 1963-1966).

1957, Great Britain - The Wolfenden Report, a study by the British
government, was undertaken and recammended the de-criminalization
of homosexual acts between consenting adults. The Report finally
passed into law in 1967.

1958, Great Britain - founding of The Homosexual Law Reform Society. Now
Albany Trust, it operates as a counselling and information service
for hamosexuals.

1961, San Francisco - The Tavern Guild established as an advocacy group
for "gay control of gay bars" which frequently mobilized to resist
police pressures (Teal, 1971: 108).

1962, Toronto - The Melody Room, an after-hours club featuring drag shows
opened at 457 Church Street. The address is significant: 457
Church later became the lesbian bar and dining coterie, Together.
It subsequently changed hands several times in mid nineteen-eighty,
becoming a lesbian and gay establishment, The 457, lesbian-only,
Together Again and is presently a gay male bar and restaurant, The
457.
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Washington Mattachine, New York Mattachine, Janus Society of
Philadelphia and the D.0.B. formed the East Coast Homophile
Organizations (ECHO), which was succeeded in 1965 by a series of
Eastern Regional Coalitions of Homophile Organizations (referred
to as ERC, ERCH, and more commonly, ERCHO).

England ~ Minorities Research Group founded by and for lesbians (the
name of the group is somewhat misleading) and published the
broadsheet Arena Three. However, by 1966, membership still
remained at less than one thousand and the group was headed toward
dissolution.

Vancouver ~ ASK Newsletter, published by the Association for Social
Knowledge. ASK disbanded in 1968 and publication ceased.

Toronto - Gay (later entitled Gay Intermational) premiered,
published by the Gay Publishing Company.

Toronto - Two, modelled on San Francisco's One magazine, published
by Gayboy (later Kamp) Publishing Company.

San Francisco - formation of the Society for Individual Rights
(SIR). Published Vector beginning 1965.

San Francisco -~ Council on Homosexuality and Religion (CHR)
established.

Los Bngeles - Tangents, under the rubric of its popular corporate
name, the Homosexual Information Centre (HIC) was established.
Published monthly newsletter, Tangents.

Netherlands - COC published Dialoog until 1967.
Toronto, Canada - Two magazine published monthly for one year.

North American Conference of Homophile Organizations {NACHO) held
their first conference in Kansas City. The problem was that
"...NACHO had become a bureaucracy and was on its way to becoming
a super-organization” (Dick Leitsch, MSNY Delegate, 1970).

Los Angeles - The Los Angeles Advocate was first published by
Personal Rights In Defense and Education (PRIDE) as a monthly
newsletter, which became a full tabloid in 1969 and was published
bi-weekly as The Advocate in May of 1970 (continuing).
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New York City (Morningside Heights) ~ Formation of the first
'university chartered' BAmerican homosexual organization, the
Student Homophile League (SHL) established at Columbia University.

New York City (Greenwich Village) - The Oscar Wilde Memorial
Bookstore opened by gay activist Craig Rodwell.

Los Angeles - Reverend Troy Perry founded the Metropolitan Comuity
Church (MCC)

Toronto - The University of Toronto Hamophile Association, Canada's
first distinctly gay association, formed in October.

New York - Gay Liberation Front (GLF) formed. Published Come Out'!

New York - Gay Activist's Alliance (GRA), the more ‘'hip', less
revolutionary alternative to GLF, emerged.

New York - Founding of Dignity (often referred to as Dignite), a
gay Catholic congregation, with chapters throughout the world.

Netherlands - COC published SEQ (which replaced the previously
defunct Dialoog) until 1971.

Buffalo, New York - Fifth Freedamn published monthly by the
Mattachine Society of the Niagara Frontier, Inc. Superseded by
New Fifth Freedom in February 1983 as a result of internal
Mattachine factionalism and membership turnover.

New York - The Gay Commmity Centre of New York opened in December.
San Francisco - Lesbian Mother's Union organized.

Toronto, Canada - The Body Politic (TPB) published until November
of 1987,

Ottawa - GO _Info first published (July) by Gays of Ottawa.

Chicago -~ National Coalition of Gay Organizations {(NCGO) formed,
and was sponsored by Gay Activist's Alliance (GAA) and Chicago Gay
Alliance (CGA).

New York - formation of the Naticnal Gay Task Force (NGTF).

Toronto, Canada - The Canadian Gay Liberation Movement Archives.
Name changed to Canadian Gay Archives in 1975.

New York - initial publication of The Wishing Well, a lesbian
contact publication.
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Toronto, Canada - formation of the Coalition for Gay Rights in
Ontario (CGRO). The name was changed to Coalition for Lesbian and
Gay Rights in Ontario (CGLRO) in 1985-86.

London, Ontario - HALO Grapevine published by Homophile Association
of London, Ontario. Current title, HALO Newsletter.

Toronto, Ontario - Gay Archivist published by the Canadian Gay
Archives (continues on irregular basis).

Baltimore, Maryland - New Ways Ministry (NWM) formed.

Toronto, Ontario ~ CGRO News published. Succeeded in 1983 by It's
Your Move (continuing).

Toronto, Ontario -~ Lambda Business Council incorporated.

Toronto, Ontario - Bread and Roses Credit Union established for the
purpose of withdrawing monies from other financial companies
refusing to divest their South African holdings. The motto of
Bread and Roses is, "banking for social change'. Their most recent
advertisement proclaims, "come in and see what it feels like to be
openly gay and proud in your bank!" (Pride Day leaflet, June 1989).

Washington - First gay march on Washington drew almost one hundred
thousand participants, and the Washington march in 1987 attracted
five hundred thousand (O'Loughlin, 1989: 36).

Toronto, Ontario - Action published by the RTPC (Right To Privacy
Committee).

U.S. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) organized,
now spanning over two hundred chapters in the United States.
Family and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (FFLAG) is the Canadian
equivalent.

St. Catharines - Gay Niagara News published by Gay Unity Niagara
(GUN). Ceased in 1983.

Vancouver, B.C. - The Radical Reviewer Published. Ceased in 1984.

Vancouver, B.C. ~ Commmity newsletter (Feb.) became VGCC News
(March) published by the VGCC (Vancouver Gay Commumnity Center),
succeeded in 1983 by Angles (continuing).

Hamilton, Ontario - McMaster Homophile Association defunct,
superseded by Hamilton United Gay Commmities (HUGS).
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1980, Toronto, Ontario - The Right To Privacy Comnittee (RTPC) was
organized as the mature version of the Barracks Defence Fund
(financial support group for bawdy house found-ins and keepers) of
1979.

1982, Buffalo, New York - The Gay and Lesbian Community Center opened.

1982, Hamilton, Ontaric - The Gay Phoenix monthly newsletter published by
HUGS (continuing).

1982, Hamilton, Ontario - HUGS gay and lesbian office opened in central
downtown.

1984, Toronto, Ontario - Xtra! published by Pink Triangle Press.

1985, New York - founding of "Harvey Milk High School" (named after the
gay San Francisco city Supervisor, Harvey Milk, who, along with
Mayor George Moscone was assassinated by former city supervisor
Dan White in 1978) opened by the staff of the Hetrick-Martin
Institute (a social services gay youth centre founded in 1983 in
New York City).

1985, Los Angeles - Northern Lights Alternatives (NLA) assembled to fster
gay support for people living with AIDS and RIDS~related illnesses.

1986, Hamilton, Ontario - Hamilton Aids Network for Dialogue and Support
(HANDS) established.

1986, Washington, D.C. - Names Project (AIDS Quilt) first begun by Cleve
Jones and friend as they designed a quilt in their back yard to
commemorate the death of a close friend.

1986, Buffalo New York - Alternative Expressions published monthly
beginning in August, continues.

1988, Hamilton, Ontario - HUGS BBS established (operating 24 hours per
day, 7 days per week).

1988, Los Angeles - NLA published first Alternatives Quarterly, furnishing
a gay forum for AIDS discourse, health and grief counselling,
providing access to available support services, and news of AIDS-
related developments on the National front.

1988,
Los Bngeles - "Lambda Delta Lambda", the first American lesbian sorority,
assembled at UCLA.

1988, Britain - Clause 28 (prohibiting homosexuality) was passed by the
British Parliament.
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19839, Copenhagen, Denmark - First country to legalize gay marriage.
Eleven gay male couples were married at Copenhagen City Hall on
October 1.



BAPPENDIX III

MAJOR ORGANIZATIONS AND SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

AIDS Organizations and Resources

ACT UP: AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power
496-A Hudson Street, #G4
New York, New York. 10014.

AIDS Camnittee of Toranto (ACT)
P.0. Box 55, Station F

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. M4Y 2L4.

Canadian AIDS Society

267 Dalhousie Street, #201
Ottawa, Ontario.

Canada. KIN 7E3.

Hamilton AIDS Network for Dialogue and Support (HANDS)
143 James Street South, Suite 900

Hamilton, Ontario.

Canada. L8P 3al.

International Association of Lesbian and Gay Archives (ALGAL)
3823 - 17th Street
San Francisco, California. 94114.

The NAMES Project (The Names Project Quilt: An AIDS Memorial)
Box 14573
San Francisco, California. 94114.

Northern Lights Alternatives Canada

The AIDS Mastery (AIDS and ARC workshops)
P.O. Box 5145, Station A

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. MSW 1N5.
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Educational Resources

Canadian Gay Archives (CGA)
Box 639, Station A

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. M5W 1G2.

Committee for Lesbian and Gay Studies at CUNY (CLAGS)
City of New York Graduate Centre

c/o Long Island University

University Plaza,

Brooklyn, New York. 11201.

Gay and Lesbian Caucus for the Modern Languages (GLMCL)
(Publishes GSN, Gay Studies Newsletter)

P.O. Box 415

Kittery, Maine. 03904z.

One Institute
3340 Country Club Drive
Los Bngeles, California. 90019.

Winnipeg Gay and Lesbian Resource Centre
Box 1661

Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Canada. R3C 2Z6.

Miscellaneous Special Interest Groups

Gay and Lesbian History on Stamps Club
Box 3940
Hartford, Connecticut. 06103.

International Gay Rodeo Association
Box 50270
Reno, Nevada. 89513.

International Gay Travel Association (IGTA)
P.O. Box 18247
Denver, Colorado. 80218.

Lesbian and Gay Cammmity Appeal of Toranto
Box 2212, Station B

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. M5S 2T2.



National Association of Black Lesbians and Gays
19641 West Seven Mile
Detroit, Michigan. 48219.

Realty Referral (Gay Realtor's Network)

Box 14221
Portland, Oregon. 97214.

Older Gay and Lesbian Groups

Gay and Lesbian Outreach to Elders (G.L.O.E.)
¢/o Operation Concern

1853 Market Street

San Francisco, California. 94103.

Golden Threads (correspondence club for lesbians over 50)

P.O. Box 2416
Quincy, Massachussets. 00269.

Senior Action in a Gay Environment (SAGE)

208 West 13th Street
New York, New York. 10011.

Political Organizations

Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario (CLGRO)

P.O. Box 822, Station A
Toronto, Ontario.
Canada. MSW 1G3.

Gay and Lesbian Democrats of America (GLDA)
114 - 15th Street NE
Washington, DC. 20002.

Hamilton United Gay Societies (HUGS)
P.0O. Box 44, Station B

Hamilton, Ontario.

Canada. L8L 7T5.

The Harvey Milk Lesbian and Gay Democratic Club (H.M.L.G.D.C.)

P.O. Box 14368
San Francisco, California. 94114.
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National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF)

1517 U Street NW
Washington, DC. 20009,

Professional Groups

Alliance for Gay and Lesbian Artists in the Entertainment Industry
P.O. Box 69Al1S8
West Hollywood, California. 90069.

American Federation of Teachers National Gay and Lesbian Caucus
3328 Edgemont Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 19134.

Association of Gay and Lesbian Psychiatrists
1721 Addison Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 19146.

Association of Lesbian and Gay Psychologists
2336 Market Street, #8
San PFrancisco, California. 94114.

Cammittee on Lesbian and Gay History
Department of History

Bard College

Annandale-on-Hudson, New York. 12504.

Gays and Lesbians In Health Care (GLHC)
P.0O. Box 6973, Station A

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. M5W 1X7.

Gay and Lesbian Task Force, American Library Association (GLTF)
3824 Fremont
Chicago, Illinois. 60613.

The National Organization for Gay and Lesbian Scientists and Technical
Professionals (N.O.G.L.S.T.P.)

P.O. Box 14138,

Chicago, Illinois. 60614.

Society for Gay and Lesbian Philosophy:
Gay and Lesbian Caucus (SGALP and GALC)
Department of Philosophy

University of Wisconsin

Madison, Wisconsin. 53706.
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OR:

Department of Philosophy

John Carroll University
University Heights, Ohio. 44118.

Society of Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists (SOLGA)
Anthropology Department

Wayne State University

Detroit, Michigan. 48202.

Sociologists' Lesbian and Gay Caucus (SLGC)

P.0O. Box 415
Claremont, California. 91711.

Religious Organizations

Council on Homosexuality and Religion (CHR)
Box 1912

Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Canada. R3C 3R2.

Metropolitan Comemity Church (MCC) Toronto
2029 Gerrard Street East

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. M4E 2B3.

New Ways Ministry
4012 - 29th Street
Mt. Ranier, Maryland. 20712.

Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Camumnity Churches (U.F.M.C.C.)

5300 Santa Monica Blvd. Suite 304
Los Angeles, California. 90029.

Popular Publications

The Advocate (glossy monthly magazine)
Box 4371
Los Angeles, California. 90078-4371.

Alternative Expressions (monthly community news booklet)
P.O. Box 446
Buffalo, New York. 14204-0446.
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Broamstick (monthly magazine by and for women over 40)
3543 ~ 18th Street, #3
San Francisco, California. 94110.

Campzaign (Australian monthly newsmagazine)
P.0O. Box A228
Sydney South, New South Wales. 2001.

Christopher Street (glossy monthly magazine)
Box 1475
New York, New York. 10008.

Journal of Homosexuzlity (monthly scientific/academic journal)
¢/o The Haworth Press, Inc.

12 West 32nd Street

New York, New York. 10001-3813.

Out/Look (glossy national lesbian and gay quarterly)
Out/Look Foundation

347 Dolores Street, Room 333

San Francisco, California. 94110.

Partners (monthly newsletter by and for gay and lesbian couples)
Box 9685
Seattle, Washington. 98109.

Rites (lesbian and gay newspaper, published ten times per year)
Box 65, Station F

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. M4Y 214.

Xtra! (bi-monthly commnity newspaper)
Box 7829, Station A

Toronto, Ontario.

Canada. M5W 1X9.
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APPENDIX IV

POPULAR GRY AND LESBIAN TRAVEL GUIDES

Guide Cris:
This international guide, published in San Francisco in 1958,

appears to be the first of its kind but is not presently one of the more
popular travel guides for Canada or the United States (Dynes, 1985: 62).

Bob Damron's Address Book:

Published annually for men, San Francisco {(The Damaron Company,
P.O. Box 11270, San Francisco, California, 9410l1) since 1964. Currently
contains over 6,000 listings.

The Damaron Road Atlas:

Published by the Damaron Company first in 1989, the Atlas provides
maps and listings for 65 major metropolitan areas in North America.

The Wamemn's Traveller:

Published by the Damaron Company, new in 1989.

Spartacus Guide:

Men's guide published annually in Amsterdam since 1970.

Gayellow Pages:

Published annually in New York (Renaissance House, Box 292 Village
Station, New York, N.Y. 10014) for men and women since 1973.

GUIDE to the Gay Northeast:

Monthly magazine for men (Fidelity Publishing, Boston, Mass. 02199)
published since 1980.
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Places of Interest to Waren:

Published annually (Ferrari Publications, P.0O. Box 35575, Phoenix,
Arizona. 85069) since 1981.

Places of Interest for Men:

Published annually by Ferrari Publications, Phoenix Arizona, since
1985.
INN Places:

Special accommodation-only version of Places of Interest Guide.

Published annually for men and wamen by Ferrari Publications, Phoenix,
Arizona, since 1988.

Gaia's Guide:

Published annually in New York and London for women, since 1975.

Lavender Guide:

Published in Montreal since 1988, by the Montreal Gay commmity's
'Project Lavender'.

Gay Travel Maps and Guides:

A collection of twelve information brochures and maps detailing
gay clubs, bars and organizations in major Canadian and American cities.
Published by David James Press, Ltd. (Flushing Ave. and Cumberland St.,
Bldg. 280, Suite 603, Brooklyn, New York. 11205) and updated annually.
These maps and guides are usually available free at local gay bock stores
and small businesses.



Final Glances

Quentin Crisp, famous gay English writer:

There are many aspects of the contemporary gay subculture
that I find ridiculous, but nothing could be more ridiculous
than to say, as some critics have, that I am antihomosexual
(sic) simply because I do not embrace every twitty gay fad
that comes along. I think that a lifetime of listening to
disco music is a high price to pay for one's sexual
preference. (As quoted in Rutledge, 1987: 198-99).

Bette Midler, U.S. entertainer:

For Christ's sake, open your mouths; don't you people get
tired of being stepped on? (As quoted in Rutledge, 1987:
201).

Robert Morley, English actor:

It's a wonder you have any homosexuals in America, because
daily, the children are bombarded with anti-homosexual
propaganda. You even pronounce the word differently than
we do - you give it a rather nasty sound. (As quoted in
Rutledge, 1987: 199).
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