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Abstract 

 

Switched reluctance machines are becoming more prevalent in various motor drive 

applications due to their simple construction, robust design, fault tolerant operation, 

and relatively low-cost construction. There are nonetheless some drawbacks to the 

switched reluctance machines operational behavior which limit its potential market 

penetration. The electromagnetic torque ripple is one of those limitations. However, 

unlike most four-quadrant variable speed electric motors, switched reluctance 

machines need additional control considerations to operate in generating mode to 

maximize power returned while minimizing torque ripple. 

The goal of this thesis is to explore different control schemes which are used 

in motoring mode and compare their performance in generating mode for different 

operational points. Using the lessons learned from the comparisons in generating 

mode, key optimizations objectives are established to improve the switched 

reluctance machines performance for generating applications. A multi-objective 

optimizer is used to select conduction angles using established objectives of 

maximizing torque and minimizing torque ripple. The proposed generating-specific 

objectives are compared to the motoring-specific objectives to validate the 

generating performance improvement for a wide torque-speed range. 

Finally, a setup is constructed to validate the generating performance of a 

3-phase 12/8 SRM using the new optimization objectives and it is compared with 

conventional objectives.   
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Chapter 1. Introduction  

1.1 ï Motivation  

In recent years there is incentive to utilize methods of transportation which 

produces lower emissions and are less dependent on volatile natural resources. This 

paradigm shift has resulted in the transportation industry to utilize electric drives 

for propulsion, regeneration, and auxiliary vehicular operations. Electric drives 

convert electrical energy into mechanical energy and can convert mechanical 

energy into electrical energy. Relative to their combustion counter parts, electric 

drives are more efficient in converting an energy source to mechanical work, with 

minimal losses being attributed to electrical and mechanical conversion processes 

which are dissipated as heat. Additionally, electric drives can convert mechanical 

energy into electrical energy, which the conventional combustion propulsion 

method is not capable of. With these benefits, there is an increase in electrical drives 

replacing combustion applications beyond the transportation sectors. 

From the years 2000 to 2018, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the 

transportation sector in Canada have risen by 27 %, with this large increase in GHG 

being attributed to an increase in passenger and freight vehicles. Furthermore, there 

was an increase in energy demand by 17 % from the years 2000 and 2017 [1]. With 

the continued growth in passenger vehicles and freight trucks spurred on by an 

increase in light passenger truck sales, online commerce, and trade globalization; 

the Canadian energy supply could be greatly burdened by the increase in demand 

and increase the production of harmful GHGs, which can result in irreversible 
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effects to the climate. Electrification of the transportation sector can result in the 

reduction of crude oil energy supply dependance and reduce GHG emissions into 

the atmosphere. There are government incentives in Canada for electrified vehicles 

to aid in the increase of adoption. From 2017 to 2018 the number of consumer 

electric vehicles (EVs) sold in Canada doubled aided by government incentives and 

investments [1]. The significant price in purchasing an EV remains to be a major 

obstacle for mass adoption resulting in the continued growth in the production of 

GHGs and burdening the Canadian energy market. 
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Fig. 1.1: Transportation emissions for Canada from 2000 to 2017 [1]. 

Currently, the most common electric drives used as a means of propulsion 

consist of permanent magnet synchronous machines (PMSM) and induction 

machines (IM). PMSMs have high-energy permanent magnet (PM) material to 

provide an independent source of magnetic flux, which results in high torque 

density and high efficiency for the operating speed range [2]. However, PMs in 

PMSMs use high-energy rare-earth materials such as neodymium and dysprosium, 
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which are sensitive to temperature and their performance decreases with an increase 

in temperature. The PMs begin to demagnetize at higher temperatures which can 

result in the lower-torque production. The PMs are also a significant portion of the 

total cost of PMSM, while the PMs only contribute an insignificant percentage of 

the PMSM weight and volume. Furthermore, according to the US department of 

Energy, rare-earth elements such as neodymium and dysprosium are considered as 

a critical material [3]. With countries such as China having 37% of the global 

reserves and producing 60% of the documented global supply in 2019 and 2020, 

the price of rare-earth is heavily monopolized and can fluctuate due to a magnitude 

of reasons such as: geopolitics, conflicts, demand, natural disasters, etc. [5]. The 

mining and transportation of rare-earth also has a significant impact on the 

environment, human health, and mining of rare-earth produces harmful mining 

waste [6]. With the current electric drive demand growing especially for traction 

applications, high-energy rare-earth prices can be expected to increase and further 

supply-chain/political issues can result in lack of supply altogether. 
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Fig. 1.2: Price of rare earth material since 2009 [4]. 



M.A.Sc. Thesis | Ahsan Zahid  

McMaster University | Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 

 

4 

 

IMs are one of the most widely used motor types in all sectors. IMs contain 

conductors within the rotor that must be separately excited to generate a magnetic 

field [7]. IMs are unique due to their low-cost and self-starting nature which is 

usually not found in other electric drives. The self-stating capability allows for the 

IM to operate directly from a 3-phase supply, without the need for complex control 

systems. IMs cost less than PMSMs, as there is no need for high-energy PMs to 

provide a rotor magnetic field. At high-speeds or high-torque requirements, the IM 

rotor copper losses can become significant and thermal management of the rotor 

windings can become problematic. 

Switched Reluctance Machines (SRM) are an excellent alternative to 

PMSMs and IMs as they can address the issues that the two conventional electric 

drives face. SRMs are low-cost to manufacture, facilitate simple construction, and 

are composed of a robust structure. SRMs do not need any high-energy PMs within 

their rotor to generate a separate rotor magnetic field. This allows for the SRM to 

have a significantly lower price. Producing motors with lower cost and non-critical 

material is vital to the manufacturer and consumer as it allows for higher EV 

penetration into the commercial and consumer sector, contributing to the reduction 

of GHGs in line with the governmental projections. Additionally, by not utilizing 

PMs, the material footprint and environmental footprint is also greatly reduced. 

SRMs are not sensitive to high temperatures as there are no PMs in the rotor, 

allowing for reliable high-speed operation without having to consider the effects of 

PM demagnetization resulting lower torque production [8]. The thermal 

performance of an SRM is usually limited by magnetic wire insulation or an infill 



M.A.Sc. Thesis | Ahsan Zahid  

McMaster University | Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 

 

5 

 

epoxy used to suspend the magnetic wires in certain applications, but these thermal 

breakdown temperatures are greater the ones which limit the PM performance in a 

PMSM. 

Due to the lack of PMs in the rotor of an SRM, the low-speed efficiency is 

inferior to the PMSMs but at medium to higher-speeds the SRM delivers equivalent 

or higher efficiency when compared to a PMSM, with the added benefits relating 

to material volatility, cost, and environmental footprint discussed previously. SRMs 

are also suited for high-speed operation as flux weakening occurs naturally, unlike 

the PMSM. SRMs are naturally fault tolerant due to its electrically isolated phases. 

This allows the SRM to continue operation with limited torque production 

capability if a fault occurs in a phase.  

The electrically isolated phases are due to the double salient nature of an 

SRM and result in independent phase torque production which causes in higher 

total torque ripple than the PMSM and IM. The torque ripple of an SRM can be 

reduced by optimizing the motor geometry and developing control schemes by 

shaping the phase current. Acoustic noise and vibrations are also major drawbacks 

for an SRM. The acoustic noise and vibrations are due to the double salient nature 

of the rotor that facilitates in the flux passing in the radial direction which results 

in significant radial forces to act on the stator geometry. The acoustic noise and 

vibration in an SRM can be reduced greatly by optimizing the motor geometry, 

construction, and current control. SRMs also use a unique converter topology 

known as an asymmetric bridge converter. In an asymmetric bridge converter, there 

is no shoot-through fault condition that is observed in most PMSM and IM 
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converter topologies. Due to these main challenges presented, SRMs had a low 

market share in electric drive applications, historically. In the next section the 

contribution of this thesis will be discussed, and the effort made to help increase 

the SRMs market share by targeting a specific challenge which the machine faces. 

1.2 ï Research in SRM Control  

There is significant work done to control SRMs in motoring mode and 

improve the select performance objectives. Most of the work done is for motoring 

mode specific objectives such as: maximizing torque production, minimizing 

torque ripple, and minimizing phase current. 

In [8], offline torque sharing functions are proposed to minimize torque 

ripple for a wide speed range. In addition to the primary objective, two secondary 

objectives that minimize copper loss and rate of change in current are used to 

improve the motoring performance using Tikhonov factor to determine which 

performance objective to pursue. In [9], torque sharing functions are developed to 

reduce the torque ripple by considering the commutation phase current dynamics 

and a single weighted parameter. The optimization was carried out for a wide speed 

range while considering optimal current tracking. References [10] and [11] presents 

an adaptive control scheme for an SRM to control the turn-off conduction angle 

using a finite control set model predictive control to reduce the negative torque 

production in motoring mode reducing torque ripple and minimizing copper losses 

at high-speed operation. A new torque sharing function method is presented in [12] 

to reduce torque ripple in SRMs. A novel method of generating phase current 

references which considers the current dynamics limitations are used to reduce the 



M.A.Sc. Thesis | Ahsan Zahid  

McMaster University | Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 

 

7 

 

current tracking error for various speeds while maintaining average torque 

performance. 

In [13], the firefly algorithm is used to optimize the instantaneous torque 

performance of an SRM. The algorithm aims to reduce the torque ripple and torque 

dynamic response of the motor when using a proportional-integral controller. In 

[14], a modified hybrid whale optimization algorithm is used to reduce the torque 

ripple for a wide speed range. The optimization considers the limitation of the 

controller and phase current commutation and improves the desired dynamic 

performance by optimizing conduction angles. Literature [15] presents an adaptive 

particle swarm optimization algorithm to enhance the speed regulation dynamic 

performance of an SRM when controlled using a PI controller. The dynamic 

response is improved using the algorithm. 

In [16], an offline optimization is developed to maximize average torque 

and minimize average torque ripple by finding the minimum of single-variable 

function on fixed interval. The optimization was done for a wide current reference 

and speed range by selecting the conduction angles. Reference [17] presents a 

sliding mode controller for an SRM to control the speed, and torque sharing 

functions are used to optimize the torque characteristics. Two objectives of average 

torque and torque ripple are optimized. In [18], a multi-objective optimization is 

used to control the turn-off conduction angle using the torque ripple and copper loss 

objectives. The proposed optimization does not require the motor parameters and 

the turn-on angle is selected based on the turn-off angle. 
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In [19], multi-objective optimization is used to improve three objectives 

using an individual weighted method for motoring mode: average torque, torque 

ripple, and copper loss. The conduction angles are optimized to be used by a 

conduction angle control scheme and a hysteresis controller. In [20], the conduction 

angles are selected using a teaching and learning based optimization technique and 

Grey Wolf optimization to maximize average torque and minimize torque ripple 

RMS. The turn-on and off angles are used for conduction angle control with a 

hysteresis controller. A pattern search optimization algorithm is used to determine 

conduction angles in [21] to be used in an online torque sharing function. The main 

objectives are to minimize torque ripple, phase current, and calculation times. 

In [22], a torque sharing based optimization is presented to extend the 

torque-speed range of an SRM. The optimizer selects the turn-on and overlap 

conduction angles to maintain an acceptable average torque while minimizing 

phase current. An ant colony optimization is used to determine the conduction 

angles. In [23], conduction angles are selected using an optimization which 

maximizes the torque per ampere objective to improve the motor efficiency. The 

optimization is accomplished using a direct instantaneous torque control which 

allows for simple implementation. In [24], an elitist-mutated multi-objective 

particle swarm optimization is used to select conduction angle to minimize torque 

ripple while maximize torque average. 

In [25], an artificial intelligence-based control is used to minimize the 

torque ripple by selecting conduction angles based on the operating speed. The 

optimization specifically uses the turn-off conduction angle to change the behaviour 
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of the demagnetising phase current. In [26], a data driven optimization is developed 

to control torque sharing function behaviour to minimize torque ripple. The rate of 

change in phase current is observed to construct optimization constraints. 

1.3 ï Thesis Contribution 

The SRM has been a point of interest in the research and academic 

community, particularly in the topic of developing control schemes to improve 

performance in motoring mode by using optimization techniques. Some control 

strategies: such as single pulse control, conduction angle control, and torque sharing 

functions have been optimized to improve motoring performance such as 

maximizing average torque production while minimizing torque ripple and 

reducing losses for a wide-speed range of operation. 

As any conventional electric motor, the SRM is capable of four-quadrant 

operation and the work done to improve the motoring performance does not directly 

translate to the generating mode in most cases. As generating mode requirements 

can be different when compared to motoring mode and little work has been done in 

literature with regards to this subject. The goal of this thesis is to explore an SRM 

in generating mode and compare it to motoring mode using conduction angle 

control at different operating conditions. The performance was compared at 

different speeds, current references, and various conduction interval behavior. 

Using the motoring and generating comparisons, key optimization objectives are 

established to improve the performance of the SRM in generating mode 

specifically. The new generating specific optimization objectives are compared to 

conventional optimization objectives to show the improvement in power supplied 
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to the source for the same or smaller prime mover torque. An experimental 

dynamometer setup consisting of an SRM and IM is constructed to validate the 

proposed optimization objectives experimentally. 

1.4 ï Thesis Overview 

This thesis presents optimization objectives to specifically improve the 

generating mode of operation by maximizing the amount source current returned to 

the source while minimizing torque. 

In chapter 2, the fundamental electromagnetic principles of a switched 

reluctance machine are presented. The concept of co-energy is outlined, and the 

non-linear characteristics of the motor are introduced. The motor operational 

behaviour is visualized using static characteristics and losses of an SRM are broken 

down. The unique asymmetric bridge convertor topology is shown along with all 

three modes of operation used in hard and soft-switching to control the phase 

current of an SRM. 

Chapter 3 introduces generating mode of operation for the SRM, and the 

effect of hard and soft-switching are shown for different rotor speeds and current 

references. The motoring conduction angles are shifted or reflected along the 

aligned rotor position to obtain generating conduction angles. The generating 

conduction angles are used to compare the torque and phase current behaviour 

between the two modes of operation. Current control conditions are developed 

which can operate an SRM in generating mode using soft-switching, as motoring 

mode soft-switching current control conditions are not able to control the phase 

current. The proposed soft-switching conditions are compared to the hard-switching 
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current control conditions in generating mode to determine if the proposed 

conditions can operate for various rotor speeds. 

In chapter 4, generating specific optimization objectives are developed 

using an exhaustive conduction angle search for a specific rotor speed and current 

reference. The average torque, torque ripple RMS, and source current are 

determined for all turn-on and off combinations. The source current and torque 

objectives are combined which results in the amount of source current returned to 

the supply being maximized while minimizing the prime mover torque. The second 

objective is to reduce the torque ripple. The proposed optimizer also allows for 

delayed conduction angles. However, the optimizer did not utilize this range as it 

results in lower torque production and source current. The new optimization 

objectives also produce a much smaller Pareto front resulting in working conditions 

with less variation in improved performance. 

In chapter 5, an experimental setup capable of four-quadrant operation is 

constructed from the ground up to validate the generating specific optimization 

objectives. The static characteristics of a 3-phase 12/8 SRM are determined using 

the voltage pulse method and the rising phase current profile. The experimental and 

simulation results are compared to ensure the conduction angles selected using the 

simulation-based optimizer yield similar performance for the experimental setup. 

The generating specific optimization objectives of ÍÁØὍ ȟ ȾὝ  and 

ÍÉÎЎὝ  are then compared to the original objectives ÍÁØὝ  and 

ÍÉÎЎὝ  at different DC-link voltages, rotor speeds, and current references. In 

all cases explored, the ÍÁØὍ ȟ ȾὝ  objective improved greatly due to the 
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amount of prime mover torque being minimized while improving or maintaining 

the amount of source current returned to the supply. The proposed optimization 

objective also reduces the phase RMS current for all operating conditions, which 

leads to less copper loss. 

In chapter 6, the conclusions are presented for the thesis and future work is 

proposed.  
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Chapter 2. Fundamentals of Switched 

Reluctance Machines 

This chapter provides the motor topology, electromagnetic fundamentals, 

modeling techniques, and the converter used to drive the switched reluctance 

machine. 

2.1 ï Electromagnetic Principles 

Like all motor topologies, the SRM operates based on the fundamental 

electromagnetic principles to convert electrical energy into mechanical energy, and 

vice-versa. The SRM has a salient rotor and stator with the rotor containing no 

magnets or windings for separate excitation. Only the SRM stator has winding 

around the stator poles. Both the rotor and stator are made of electric steel 

laminations. In Fig. 2.1, the cross section of an SRM is shown with the rotor, stator, 

and the coils placed between the stator poles. 

Rotor

StatorShaft

Coils

 

Fig. 2.1: SRM cross section showing rotor, stator, and coils. 



M.A.Sc. Thesis | Ahsan Zahid  

McMaster University | Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 

 

14 

 

When an external magnetic field is introduced, the magnetic domains in the 

ferromagnetic core align with the external magnetic field. The external field is 

known as the magnetic field intensity and the internal field is known as magnetic 

flux density. The relation between internal and external magnetic fields is defined 

by: 

ὄᴆ ‘‘Ὄᴆ       (2.1) 

where ‘ is the relative permeability of the magnetic material, Ὄᴆ is the magnetic 

field intensity [A/m]. The relation between magnetic field intensity and magnetic 

flux density is not a linear relation as the increase in magnetic field intensity does 

not yield a continuously increasing magnetic flux density. This is defined as 

saturation. As a result, the relative permeability is not constant in relation to the 

magnetic field intensity, shown in Fig. 2.2. 
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Fig. 2.2: Typical B-H and ɛ-H relationship. 

When two opposing coil windings around the stator poles are excited with 

constant current, the rotor tends come into alignment to reduce the magnetic 

reluctance. Since the rotor rotates along the shaft, it experiences forces in the radial 
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and tangential directions. These directional forces can be quantified by the Maxwell 

stress tensors: 

Ὕ ὄ ὄ       (2.2) 

Ὕ ὄὄ        (2.3) 

where Ὕ is the radial force density in N/m2, Ὕ is the tangential force density, ὄ is 

the radial magnetic flux density, and ὄ is the tangential magnetic flux density. The 

radial force density is responsible for acoustic noise and vibration partially due to 

the deformation of the stator. The tangential force density creates the torque 

production. 

2.1.1 ï Inductance and Reluctance 

Inductance and reluctance are important principles when it comes to 

understanding the operation of a switched reluctance machine. When an SRMôs 

ferromagnetic rotor pole comes into alignment relative to the ferromagnetic stator 

pole, the rotor pole experiences an external magnetic field generated from the stator 

pole and winding. This causes the ferromagnetic rotor to be magnetized and the 

rotor poles being attracted to the stator poles, Fig. 2.3. 
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Stator Core

Rotor Core

Current flowing 

out of coil

Current flowing 

into coil

 

Fig. 2.3: A typical magnetic field propagation within SRM stator and rotor 

geometry. 

The change in magnetic field configuration is due to the change in 

reluctance of the magnetic circuit. As the rotor pole comes into alignment with the 

stator pole, the reluctance of the magnetic circuit reduces. This is due the 

permeability of air being close to unity, and when the rotor pole moves towards the 

stator pole, the effective airgap reduces and the effective permeability of the 

magnetic circuit increases. The magnetic reluctance is the smallest when the rotor 

and stator poles are aligned, as the air gap is at a minimum. Any rotor position prior 

to or post alignment results in higher reluctance due to the double salient nature of 

the SRM. With the stator pole excited with a constant current, the rotor and stator 

will stay in alignment. This is where the óreluctanceô term comes from when 

classifying the switched reluctance machine. 

Inductance is classified by the excited magnetic circuit opposing the change 

of current in an electrical circuit. In Fig. 2.4, a voltage source, a wire loop with a 

single turn, and a resistor representing the wire loop lumped resistance is shown. 
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The voltage expression of the equivalent circuit of a wire loop connected to a 

voltage source can be expressed as: 

ὺ ὙὭὔ ὙὭ ὙὭὔ .   (2.4) 

The number of turns of the wire loop can be denoted by ὔ, and ‗ is the flux linkage. 

The magnetic flux must also pass through ὔ number of enclosed surfaces. This 

results in the electromotive force becoming ὔ times larger. The flux linkage is the 

total magnetic flux linking the electrical circuit. This relation is also used to 

describe a single phase of an SRM.  
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Fig. 2.4: A wire loop equivalent circuit connected to a voltage source. 

If a current carrying conductor with ὔ turns is coiled around a ferro-

magnetic core material, an external magnetic field will be generated and circulate 

within the closed loop of the core. Fig. 2.5 shows a magnetic flux loop ὰ, when the 

coil wound around a ferromagnetic core is excited with current. 
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Fig. 2.5: Simple coil around a solid core loop (a) without air gap (b) with airgap. 

Reluctance is defined as the opposition of the magnetic flux within a 

magnetic circuit, it is the equivalent of resistance in an electrical circuit. Reluctance 

depends on magnetic circuit closed-loop length, permeability, and core cross-

section. Reluctance of a magnetic circuit is expressed as: 

ד .       (2.5) 

Reluctance and magnetic flux can be expressed as: 

•ד ὔὭ.       (2.6) 

Since magnetic reluctance can be compared to resistance in an electrical 

circuit the entire magnetic circuit can be expressed as an electrical circuit 

equivalent. The flux component can be compared to a voltage source in an electrical 

circuit. Fig. 2.6 shows the equivalent electrical circuit for a magnetic system. 

A ferromagnetic material has much higher permeability than air. This 

results in the magnetic reluctance of the two physical regions to be different, as air 

is defined by permeability of free space ‘. The flux path relation of the two region 

is expressed as: 

Ὄὰ Ὄὰ ὔὭ      (2.7) 
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where Ὄ  is the magnetic field intensity of the solid ferromagnetic core and Ὄ  is 

the magnetic field intensity of the airgap. 
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Fig. 2.6: Electrical circuit equivalent for a magnetic system (a) without airgap (b) 

with airgap. 

2.1.2 ï Magnetic Stored Energy and Co-Energy 

A simple magnetic circuit consists of a solid ferromagnetic core with a coil, 

an airgap, and has no mechanically moving parts. The losses experienced in such a 

system are electrical, which consists of the winding resistance, and the remaining 

electrical energy is stored in the magnetic circuit. The energy balance of such a 

system can be calculated as: 

ὺ ὙὭ ᴼὺὭὙὭ Ὥ ᴼ ὺὭὙὭὨὸ ὭὨ‗ (2.8) 

where ὺὭὙὭὨὸ represents the electrical losses due to the coil resistance, and 

ὭὨ‗ represents the stored magnetic field. In Fig. 2.7(a), a linear relationship between 

flux linkage and current is shown and is due to constant material permeability. The 

upper half of the flux linkage and current relation represents the stored energy in 

the magnetic field.  
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Fig. 2.7: Flux linkage in relation to current for (a) linear magnetic circuit (b) non-

linear magnetic circuit. 

For a linear magnetic circuit, the magnetic energy and co-energy areas are 

equal [27]. Co-energy is a non-physical quantity, but it is used in physical systems 

to quantify theoretical analysis [28]. Physical systems that produce torque and 

magnetic forces such as rotating machines do not have a linear flux linkage and 

current relation as shown in Fig. 2.7(b). 

If in the SRM the losses are neglected all the supplied electrical energy 

would be converted into one of two components: magnetic and mechanical energy: 

ὩὭὨὸὨὡ ὝὨ—      (2.9) 

where Ὕ is the electromagnetic torque, and — is the mechanical rotor angle [29]. 

By substituting the induced voltage relation Ὡ Ὠ‗ȾὨὸ into (2.9), the magnetic 

energy will be calculated as ὭὨ‗ if the rotor position in Fig. 2.8 is fixed (Ὠ— π): 

ὭὨ‗Ὠὡ ὝὨ—O Ὠὡ ὭὨ‗ὝὨ—   (2.10) 
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Fig. 2.8: Single phase SRM with flux line and small unalignment. 

For a single phase SRM shown in Fig. 2.8, the flux-linkage and current 

relation is non-linear due the ferromagnetic materials comprising of nonlinear 

magnetization properties. The rotor position affects the flux linkage and current 

relation. The magnetic energy is dependent on the rotor position: 

Ὠὡ ‗ȟ— Ὠ‗ Ὠ— .  (2.11) 

In which, a constant rotor position will result in the single phase SRM to considered 

as a simple magnetic circuit with a fixed airgap. By combining relations (2.10) and 

(2.11), the following current and electromagnetic relations can be written in terms 

of magnetic energy relative to rotor position: 

Ὥ  and Ὕ .   (2.12) 

The co-energy components can be determined by subtracting the magnetic 

energy from the total energy: 

ὡ Ὥ‗ὡ ‗ȟ—      (2.13) 



M.A.Sc. Thesis | Ahsan Zahid  

McMaster University | Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 

 

22 

 

By taking the derivative of (2.12) and (2.13), then substituting (2.9), co-

energy is expressed as: 

Ὠὡ ὨὭ‗ Ὠὡ‗ȟ—ᴼὨὡ ὭὨ‗ὝὨ—  (2.14) 

‗  and Ὕ . 

As the SRM has a nonlinear current and flux linkage relationship, it is best 

for the motor to operate within the saturation region to reduce the magnetic energy 

component and increase the co-energy and, hence, electromagnetic torque. This 

results in the use of the power electrotonic with lower volt-ampere requirements. 

2.1.3 ï Losses in a Switched Reluctance Machine 

In an SRM, three main losses usually dominate: electrical copper losses due 

to the phase windings, core losses due to the iron core laminations, and mechanical 

losses due to the rotation of the rotor. These losses result in some of the input energy 

not being converted into mechanical energy entirely and being dissipated as heat. 

Hence, the efficiency of a system is defined as: 

– ρππϷ      (2.15) 

where ὖ  is the input power of a system, and ὖ  is the total power loss. 

For an SRM, the copper losses occur in the stator windings used to create a 

magnetic field and is usually the largest contributor to power loss. Copper loss can 

be expresses as: 

ὖ ὠὍ ὍὙὍ ὍὙ     (2.16) 
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The resistance is a function of resistivity of the conducting material, and the length, 

and surface area of the conductor. The resistivity of the material is also proportional 

to temperature. 

At higher frequencies, the current distribution within the conductor is not 

uniform, and most of the electron density occurs at the outer radius of the conductor. 

The tendency of the electrons to travel along the outer edges of the conductor 

increases as the frequency of the current increases. Skin depth can be expressed 

with the following relation: 

‏        (2.17) 

where „ is the conductivity of the material, ‘ is the permeability of the conductor 

material, and Ὢ is the frequency. From the skin depth relation (2.17), it can be 

observed that as the frequency increases the skin depth reduces. A reduction in skin 

depth results in larger losses due to the smaller effective cross-section in which the 

AC current can traverse through the conductor. The skin effect can be reduced in 

an AC system by utilizing stranded wires provides a smaller conductor cross-

section area. 

The stator and rotor of an SRM are made of a magnetic material with a finite 

conductivity which introduce core losses. Eddy currents will circulate if the 

magnetic core experiences a time varying magnetic field, shown in Fig. 2.9. 
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Fig. 2.9: Eddy current in (a) solid core (b) laminated core. 

In an SRM, the rotor and stator core materials experience a time varying 

magnetic field which results in eddy current losses. To reduce the effect of eddy 

current losses the core material of the SRM is laminated. These laminations are 

electrically isolated from one another and are stacked to increase the resistance of 

the core material to reduce the magnitude of eddy current.  

Hysteresis loss is due to the energy expended when dipoles change their 

alignment. In Fig. 2.10, the hysteresis loss loop is shown for ferromagnetic 

materials. Hysteresis losses are experienced by core material that are magnetized 

and demagnetized with the field strength changing. The magnetic flux increases 

when a positive field is applied. However, when the magnetic field is reduced the 

core material does not demagnetize entirely. To further demagnetize the material, 

a negative field direction must be applied. This results in an area within the 

hysteresis loop. This is the energy used to orient the domains in a ferromagnetic 

material. It is always present when working with time varying magnetic fields, and 

depends on the material properties and the frequency of the system.  

The mechanical losses in an SRM are mainly due to friction and windage. 

Frictional loses are present when two materials contact one an another with 
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different relatively velocities and result in a resistance to one anotherôs relative 

motion. These losses are dissipated as heat and are dependent on the systemôs 

relative velocity and static/dynamic friction coefficients. In an SRM, the bearings 

suspending the rotor which results in frictional losses to be reduced. Windage losses 

are due to air resistance and are a form of friction as well. Since the rotor in SRM 

has salient poles, there are windage losses present. Windage losses are dependent 

on the rotor speed, but also rely on the rotor pole height and rotor diameter.  
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Fig. 2.10: Hysteresis loop diagram. 

2.1.4 ï Electrical Equivalent Circuit  

Like any other electrical machine, the SRM can also be represented by an 

equivalent circuit. The voltage relation (2.18) can be used to express the SRM 

equivalent circuit: 

ὺ ὭὙ        (2.18) 
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where ὺ is the terminal voltage across a phase winding, Ὥ is the phase current, and 

‗ is the phase flux linkage. In an SRM, the phase inductance depends on the rotor 

position. Hence, the flux linkage is also dependent on the position of the rotor and 

is expressed by: 

‗ ὒ—Ὥ.       (2.19) 

The flux linkage equation (2.19) is substituted into the phase voltage expression in 

(2.20) to obtain the relationship: 

ὠ ὭὙὒ— Ὥ (2.20)     .‫ 

Rotational speed and back-emf ‐ can be represented by equations (2.21) ‫ 

and (2.22). SRM back-emf is zero if there is no phase current, Ὥ. In Fig. 2.11, the 

SRM general equation is shown for a single phase as an electrical equivalent circuit. 

‫         (2.21) 

‭ Ὥ (2.22)       ‫ 

R

e(Ȇ)

L(Ȇ)

V dȉ/dt

-

+

i

 

Fig. 2.11: SRM equivalent circuit. 

To determine the power conversion procedure of the SRM, the voltage 

equivalent equation can be multiplied by the phase current on both sides: 

ὭὠὭὙ Ὥὒ— Ὥ (2.23)    .‫ 
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The second right most term is expanded using the product rule and can be 

expressed in (2.24). The final term in the expanded equation remains, as the 

inductance is a time varying parameter, and the speed term is substituted using 

(2.21) to form (2.25). 

Ὥὒ— ὒ—Ὥ Ὥ   (2.24) 

Ὥὒ— ὒ—Ὥ Ὥ (2.25)  ‫ 

To obtain the SRM power equation in its final form as shown in (2.26), 

(2.25) is substituted into (2.23). The total electrical input power Ὥὠ is converted into 

three main components: electrical, magnetic, and mechanical power going from left 

to right on the right-hand side of (2.26). The electrical power is dissipated as copper 

losses in the form of heat. The magnetic power is stored in the magnetic core 

material of the SRM as magnetic field energy. The air gap power is used to produce 

torque. 

ὭὠὭὙ ὒ—Ὥ Ὥ (2.26)   ‫ 

The torque of an SRM is expressed in (2.27), which is extracted from the 

power equation of the SRM, and the torque expressed is from the linear operating 

region of the SRM. The current component is squared, showing that torque is 

independent of the current direction. 

† Ὥ        (2.27) 

In (2.28), the SRM torque expression is shown for the saturation region. The 

torque production in the saturation region relies on the co-energy component. In an 
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SRM, the torque production improves when the SRM operates in the saturation 

region. 

†
Ȣ
      (2.28) 

2.2 ï Static Characterization and Operational Principles 

In an SRM, the torque and the flux-linkage are functions of the rotor 

position due to the salient nature of the SRM and their nonlinear dependency to the 

phase current magnitude. The static characterization consists of determining 

electromagnetic torque, phase voltage, and flux linkage of the SRM for various 

phase currents and rotor position. This is done by providing incremental constant 

current magnitudes to a single phase of an SRM with the rotor completing one 

electrical cycle to generate the saturation profile of the core material. This approach 

considers that mutual coupling is negligible in an SRM. 

The flux linkage as a function of rotor position is shown in Fig. 2.12 for the 

4-phase 8/6 SRM when a constant 14 A is applied to a single phase. In the unaligned 

position, the distance between the stator and rotor pole is the largest. As the rotor 

pole moves towards the stator pole, the reluctance of the magnetic circuit reduces 

and the phase flux linkage increases. The aligned position results in the largest flux 

linkage. The flux linkage profile also changes depending on the phase current 

magnitude. A higher phase current will incrementally increase the flux linkage 

profile. The flux linkage will not increase by a constant increment as the phase 

current increases due to the saturation of the core as shown in Fig. 2.13(a). 
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Fig. 2.12: 8/6 SRM flux linkage in relation to the rotor position. 
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Fig. 2.13: 8/6 SRM (a) flux linkage in relation to rotor position for current 

increments (b) flux linkage in relation to current for different rotor positions. 

The flux linkage can also be plotted as a function of the current with 

different rotor position increments, shown in Fig. 2.13(b). In the unaligned rotor 

position the flux linkage increases linearly with current due to the large airgap. At 

the aligned rotor position, the flux linkage is non-linear as the current increases due 

to the smaller airgap offering the lowest magnetic reluctance and higher effective 

permeability for the magnetic circuit. 
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In Fig. 2.14(a), the electromagnetic torque in relation to rotor position is 

plotted for various current increments for a single phase. The electromagnetic 

torque for the motoring region occurs when the flux-linkage increases with the rotor 

position moving towards alignment. In the generating region the flux linkages slope 

is negative as the rotor position moves away from alignment. The electromagnetic 

torque plot is created by energizing the SRM phase with only positive current, but 

negative torque is also present. This demonstrates that current polarity is not 

correlated with torque magnitude. Instead, the rotor position and flux linkage 

profile influence the electromagnetic torque magnitude.  
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Fig. 2.14: 8/6 SRM (a) electromagnetic torque in relation to rotor position (b) 

phase voltage in relation to rotor position. 

In Fig. 2.14(b), the static phase voltage of the SRM is also plotted by 

measuring the voltage across a single phase while the rotor completes one electrical 

cycle and constant current is provided to a single phase. The static phase voltage is 

also dependent on the flux-linkage profile, similar to the electromagnetic torque 

profile. However, the voltage is not increasing in the same way as the 

electromagnetic torque profile did when the supplied phase current reference 
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magnitude increases. In Fig. 2.14(b), after 20 A the static phase voltage remains 

relatively the same due to saturation. As the material saturates for the same 

magnitude of voltage, a higher torque magnitude is yielded, due to co-energy 

increasing as the material saturation increases. 

2.3 ï Phase Excitation 

For an SRM to complete one mechanical rotation, excitation of each phase 

needs to occur when the flux linkage slope is positive as it corresponds with the 

motoring torque. To produce motoring torque, the rotor position respect to each 

phase is vital for the phase excitation sequence. In Fig. 2.15, a three-phase SRMôs 

ideal inductance profiles are shown along with excitation signal and phase currents 

for each phase to generate mechanical rotation. In Fig. 2.15(a), the idealized flux 

linkage of the SRM is shown for all three phases. In Fig. 2.15(b-d) the phase 

excitation signals are shown for each phase. As the goal is to achieve motoring 

torque, it can be observed each corresponding phase is excited only when the flux 

linkage has a positive slope. In Fig. 2.15(e), the phase currents are shown for each 

phase due to the individual phase excitation. Focusing specifically on phase number 

1, the excitation signal is triggered to the ON state at t1, this is also known as the 

turn-on angle (ɗon). At t3, the excitation signal for phase 1 is turned to OFF, this is 

known as the turn-off angle (ɗoff). The excitation period occurs for phase 1 when 

the flux linkage has a positive slope. 
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Fig. 2.15: 3-phase SRM excitation signals using ideal flux linkage. 

When observing the phase currents at points t1 and t3 the phase current does 

not change instantly due to the induced voltage. For higher speed operation, to 

counteract the effects of the induced voltage, the turn-on and turn-off angles can be 

advanced to build the current in the phase. For continuous rotation, as phase 1 is 

being de-energized another phase should begin to be energized to provide 
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continuous torque. In Fig. 2.15(b) and (d), at point t3 phase 1 is de-energized and 

phase 3 begins to be energized to provide current. At this point two phases are 

conducting for the same interval. This is referred as commutation.  

2.4 ï Asymmetric Bridge Converter Topology 

Phase excitation is carried out by power converters. Due to SRMs unique 

excitation requirement a specific topology is used for excitation of individual 

phases. An asymmetric bridge converter shown in Fig. 2.16 is commonly used to 

provide phase excitation. It is composed of two legs per phase, with a diode and 

switch in each leg. The asymmetric bridge convertor also allows each phase to be 

isolated from one another allowing for operation of the motor under certain fault 

conditions. As discussed earlier, the SRMs torque production is independent on the 

phase current direction. This results in the asymmetric bridge drive (ASD) only 

producing unidirectional current.  
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D5
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Fig. 2.16: 3-phase asymmetric bridge converter with DC-link capacitor and 

capacitor electric serial resistance. 

There are three distinct modes in which the ASD operates and they are 

depicted in Fig. 2.17 for a single phase. In the first mode in Fig. 2.17(a), both 
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switches S1 and S2 are ON. This results in the DC-link VDC being applied to the 

SRM phase windings, and the phase current rises and corresponds to the t1 point in 

Fig. 2.15. The second operating mode is when both switches S1 and S2 are OFF and 

the diodes D1 and D2 conduct. This results in negative DC-link VDC being applied 

across the phase voltage as the energy stored in the phase forward biases the two 

diodes D1 and D2. This mode corresponds to point t3 in Fig. 2.15. This results in the 

phase current begins to reduce until it reaches zero. When the phase current reaches 

to zero, the diodes turn off.  In the final mode of the ASDs operation, one switch is 

OFF and the other one is ON. In Fig. 2.17(c), switch S1 is OFF and switch S2 is ON. 

This is referred as the freewheeling mode, in which the SRM phase coil is isolated 

from the DC-link and the phase current decays in motoring mode due to the 

resistance of the phase windings, diode, and switch. All three modes are used in 

conjunction to control the phase current of an SRM as shown in Fig. 2.18. 
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Fig. 2.17: Three modes of single phase ASD (a) Mode 1 (b) Mode 2 (c) Mode 3. 
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Fig. 2.18: Hysteresis control for a single phase. 

2.5 ï Conclusion 

In this chapter the fundamental electromagnetic principles used in an SRM 

are discussed along with the energy conversion process. The concept of co-energy 

is introduced and the nonlinear characteristics of an SRM are discussed. The static 

characteristics of the machine are obtained in terms of flux linkage, induced 

voltage, and electromagnetic torque. Basic control and phase excitation sequence 

of an SRM are investigated to produce torque using an asymmetric bridge 

converter.  
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Chapter 3. Switched Reluctance 

Machines in Motoring and Generating 

Mode of Operation 

This chapter focuses on the generating mode of operation in an SRM and 

outlines how different types of switching affect the mode of operation. Single pulse 

and current hysteresis control are also presented and compared to their equivalent 

generating mode counterparts. 

3.1 ï Operation in Generating Mode 

Like other electric motor drives, the SRM can also be operated in generating 

mode. It can take mechanical energy from a prime mover and convert it to electrical 

energy. This is a vital component for a motor drive as the conversion from 

mechanical to electrical energy is used in generation applications such as: wind 

turbines, electrical generators, belt starter generators, and regenerative braking in 

propulsion applications. To be a key role player in transportation electrification, 

SRMs must be able to convert the vehicles forward kinetic energy under braking 

and convert it to electrical energy to be stored in the vehicleôs battery. This allows 

the vehicle to operate far more efficiently and reduces the amount of energy lost 

due to heat from frictional braking. 

When a phase is excited with current, rotor poles move into alignment with 

the excited stator pole. With the phase excited continuously the rotor stays in the 

aligned position, as any position before and past alignment will result in a larger 

magnetic reluctance due to the airgap increasing. When the rotor is aligned due to 
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phase excitation, an external force is required to move the rotor beyond alignment. 

As the external force opposes the forces exerted on the rotor pole from the magnetic 

field, a negative torque is applied to the prime mover drawing power from it. If the 

circuit is turned off at the end of the electrical cycle, the energy transferred from 

the prime mover to the magnetic circuit is converted into electrical energy and fed 

back to the power source supplying the SRM. This results in the machine behaving 

like a generator and is referred to as a Switched Reluctance Generator (SRG). 

SRGs can convert mechanical energy into electrical energy but does so in a 

different way compared to machines which have an independent excitation. SRGs 

require phase excitation to complete the energy conversion process, during the 

negative slope of the inductance profile while the direction of the phase current 

remains the same. However, an initial phase excitation is required for magnetization 

of the magnetic circuit, which is drawn from the voltage supply of the SRG.  

An SRMôs flux-linkage, electromagnetic torque, and phase voltage profiles 

are shown in Fig. 3.1. Initially, the rotor is at the unaligned position. It completes 

one electrical cycle while rotating in the CCW direction at a constant speed and 

when a constant current is applied to one of the phases. To move the rotor past 

alignment, an external force from the prime mover needs to be applied to overcome 

the alignment torque. Due to the constant positive current being supplied and the 

rotor as it moves beyond the aligned position, the flux-linkage slope becomes 

negative, and the phase voltage becomes negative. The negative phase voltage 

implies that the source current would change its direction, and the machine 

generates electrical power while the phase current maintains the same polarity as in 
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motoring mode. Achieving this operation in practice requires proper control of the 

phase current in generating mode considering the flux linkage characteristics of the 

motor as a function of rotor position and phase current.  
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Fig. 3.1: Static characteristic profiles at different rotor positions. 

3.2 ï Effects of Switching 

An asymmetric bridge converter is used to control the phase current of the 

SRM in both motoring and generating mode. The asymmetric bridge converter is 

capable of soft and hard-switching to control the phase current. Hard-switching 

involves both switches operating in conjunction to control the phase current of the 

SRM. Soft-switching involves the use of only one switch to control the current 

reference while the other switch stays in the turned off position. Both switching 

techniques can be used in motoring and generating mode with minor differences. 

In Fig. 3.2 and Fig. 3.3, both motoring and generating mode are shown for the hard 

and soft-switching for a single phase. 

The inductance near alignment is high which results in the phase current 

rising much slower in generating mode when compared to motoring mode. In motor 



M.A.Sc. Thesis | Ahsan Zahid  

McMaster University | Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 

 

39 

 

mode, phase inductance is usually lower at the turn-on time. Similarly, in motoring 

mode, during the turn-off period, the phase inductance is high resulting in the phase 

current to reduce slower. In generating mode, during the turn-off period, the phase 

current has a higher rate of change due to the lower phase inductance. In Fig. 3.2, 

hard-switching is shown for both motoring and generating mode. The major 

differences are the rise and fall in phase current during the turn-on and off periods. 

When both switches are turned on, current flows from the power source to the motor 

phase. In hard-switching, when both switches are turned off, -VDC is applied to the 

motor phase. The diodes are forward biased due to the stored energy in the motor 

phase resulting in the current being provided back to the supply. 

a)

b)

 

Fig. 3.2: Single phase current profiles using hard-switching in (a) motoring mode 

(b) generating mode. 
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When the asymmetric bridge converter applies soft-switching the motoring 

and generating modes become drastically different from one another, as shown in 

Fig. 3.3. Initially, during the turn-on period, both motoring and generating modes 

phase currents rise, with the motoring mode phase current rising at a faster rate due 

to the lower phase inductance. To control the phase current to a certain reference 

soft-switching is applied by turning on one switch and keeping the remaining switch 

in the off position; hence the phase current freewheels. During the freewheeling 

component in motoring mode, the phase current reduces due to the energy being 

dissipated over the switch, diode, and the phase resistance of the machine. When 

compared to hard-switching, soft-switching has only one switch remaining off 

which results in a much slower rate of change in the phase current due to 0 V being 

applied as opposed to -VDC in hard switching. 

In generating mode when soft-switching is applied, the phase current begins 

to rise. This is opposite of what happens in motoring mode, in which the phase 

current reduces during the freewheeling phase. It can be observed that during 

freewheeling, the phase current begins to rise at a faster rate as compared to when 

both switches were on and VDC was applied to the motor phase during initial 

excitation. In generating mode, during free-wheeling period, the phase current 

increases because the rate-of-change of flux linkage does not oppose the current 

[30].  At the end of the conduction period both switches are turned off, and current 

is supplied back to the source. 
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Fig. 3.3: Single phase current profiles using conventional soft-switching in (a) 

motoring mode (b) generating mode. 

3.3 ï Single Pulse Mode 

One of the simplest schemes to operate an SRM is single pulse mode. In one 

electrical cycle the switches are turned on and off only once. This control scheme 

is most effective at higher speeds as the induced phase voltage become higher than 

the input voltage. In single pulse mode, at the beginning of the conduction period 

both switches in the asymmetric bridge converter are turned on, resulting in the 

SRG to draw power from the source and the phase current rises. Shortly after, both 

switches are opened, and the SRG supplies current back to the power source. 

Despite single pulse mode of operation having relatively simpler current 

control, the conduction period can be varied to achieve different phase current 

profiles. When single pulse mode is utilized in generating and motoring modes, the 
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turn-on and turn-off periods result in the magnitude of the phase current changing. 

In Fig. 3.4(a), an SRM in motoring mode using single pulse mode has the turn-on 

angle varied from 0 to 20 degrees electrical, resulting the peak phase current to 

change. Despite the turn-off angle occurring at 120 degrees electrical, the phase 

current demagnetization occurs at different periods, because of the difference in the 

peak current. An earlier turn-on angle results in a higher phase current magnitude 

and a longer duration of phase demagnetization. In Fig. 3.4(b), an SRM in motoring 

mode has a fixed turn-on angle and varied turn-off  angle. With the turn-on angle 

being fixed at 0 degree electrical, all cases have the same phase current peak 

magnitude. The turn-off angle being varied from 100 to 120 degrees electrical only 

results in phase demagnetization period changing. The sooner the turn-off angle the 

earlier the phase demagnetized. 

a) b)

 

Fig. 3.4: Single pulse in motoring mode with (a) turn-on angle varied (b) turn-off 

angle varied. 

In Fig. 3.5(a), similar analysis is shown for generating mode using single 

pulse mode. The turn-on angle varies from 180 to 200 degrees electrical, and the 

turn-off angle is fixed at 280 degrees electrical. The phase current magnitude 

increases with the earlier turn-on angle and the phase current demagnetizes at a later 
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period despite having the same turn-off angle. In Fig. 3.5(b), an SRG with single 

pulse mode control has its turn-on angle fixed and the turn-off angle varied. When 

the turn-on angle is fixed at 180 degrees electrical and the turn-off angle is varied 

from 260 to 280 degrees electrical, the SRG phase current magnitude and phase 

current demagnetization change. A later turn-off angle results in a higher phase 

current magnitude and, hence, longer period for the phase current to demagnetize. 

a) b)

 

Fig. 3.5: Single pulse in generating mode with (a) turn-on angle varied (b) turn-off 

angle varied. 

In generating mode using single pulse control, when the turn-off angle is 

varied the phase current peak magnitude increases unlike the motoring mode. This 

occurs in generating mode due to the induced voltage not opposing the voltage 

source polarity. The phase current continues to rise in generating mode as it is 

assisted by the induced voltage polarity. In generating mode both the turn-on and 

off angles vary the phase current magnitude, which presents challenges in control 

of the SRG, specially at higher speeds. When using single pulse mode in generating 

mode, especially for generation to an isolated load where the voltage is determined 

by the SRG operation, additional consideration needs to be taken for load variations 

due to the phase current rising with the assistance of the induced phase voltage. 
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3.4 ï Comparing Motoring and Generating Mode Control  

In this chapter, the performance of a 4-phase 8/6 SRM is compared using 

single pulse and conduction angle control. Key information such as induced 

voltage, total electromagnetic torque, and phase current are observed to draw 

comparisons. 

In Table 3.1, the mechanical and electrical properties of the 4-phase 8/6 

SRM are provided. The motor is controlled using a 4-phase asymmetric bridge 

converter like the one shown in Fig. 2.16 supplied with 300 V DC-link. 

Table 3.1: 4-phase 8/6 SRM properties. 

Parameter Value 

Number of phases 4 

Number of stator poles (Ns) 8 

Number of rotor poles (Nr) 6 

Airgap 0.3 mm 

Stack height 90 mm 

Rated speed 6000 RPM 

Phase resistance 0.076 Ý 

DC-link voltage 300 V 

Rated power 5.2 kW 

 

3.4.1 ï Single Pulse Mode 

Single pulse mode involves applying a singular pulse every electrical cycle 

for all the phases. The electrical conduction region in which the pulses are applied 

dictate whether the motor is in motoring mode or generating mode. Single pulse 

mode of operation is best used in high-speed operation so that the phase current 

does not increase rapidly beyond the maximum current limit of the motor.  
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The conduction angles are selected for motoring mode, then are either 

shifted by 180 degrees electrical or mirrored along the aligned position (180 degrees 

electrical) to obtain generating mode conduction angles. This is done to show how 

motoring and generating modes compare for the same conduction period using 

single pulse mode. A sample of the shifted and mirrored conduction angles are 

shown in Fig. 3.6. 

ɗunaligned ɗaligned ɗunaligned

a)

ɗon(Mot) ɗoff(Mot)

ɗunaligned ɗaligned ɗunaligned

b)

ɗon(Mot) ɗoff(Mot)

ɗon(Gen) ɗoff(Gen)

Shifted by +180 degree electrical

ɗon(Gen) ɗoff(Gen)

Mirrored about aligned position

 

Fig. 3.6: Comparing motoring and mode using (a) shifted conduction angles (b) 

mirrored conduction angles. 

3.4.1.1 ï Single Pulse Mode Early Conduction 

In Fig. 3.17, the 8/6 SRM is operated at 8000 rpm in motoring mode using 

single pulse control. The conduction angles were selected to be early in the 

motoring region (Case 1). The turn-on and turn-off angles were selected as 10 and 

90 electrical degrees, respectively. As the turn-on angle is applied, the phase current 

begins to rise until the induced voltage becomes larger than the DC-link voltage 

around 40 degrees electrical. At 90 degrees the turn-off angle, negative DC-link 

voltage is applied to demagnetise the phase. 

Next the conduction angles of 10 and 90 degrees were shifted by 180 

degrees electrical to observe how the machine would behave in generating mode 

with a similar conduction period. In Fig. 3.8, single pulse is applied at 190 to 270 

degrees electrical (Case 2). After the conduction period begins, positive DC-link 
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voltage is applied to the phase for excitation. The induced voltage is negative as the 

machine operates in the generating region of the electrical cycle. During the initial 

excitation period, as the induced voltage is smaller than the DC-link voltage, the 

phase current begins to increase. At the turn-off angle, negative DC-link voltage is 

applied to the phase. When the magnitude of the induced voltage is larger than the 

phase voltage after the turn-off angle, the phase current continues to rise, but with 

a smaller slope. This is opposite to the motoring mode of operation. In motoring 

mode of operation, when the magnitude of the induced voltage is higher than the 

phase voltage, the phase current reduces. Around 305 degrees electrical, the 

magnitude of the induced voltage becomes smaller than the DC-link voltage, 

resulting in the phase demagnetizing and phase current reducing.  

In Fig. 3.9, the single pulse motoring mode early conduction angles were 

mirrored along the aligned position. Hence, conduction angles of 270 and 350 

degrees electrical are applied for generating mode (Case 3). It can be observed that 

after the conduction begins, the phase current starts to rise as the induced voltage is 

smaller than the DC-link voltage. But there is a noticeable difference in this case as 

compared to the case in Fig. 3.8. As the conduction occurs much later in the 

generating mode region in Fig. 3.9, the induced voltage is more negative as 

compared to the case in Fig. 3.8. This results in a higher rate-of-change of the phase 

current. At 350 degrees electrical, negative DC-link voltage is applied to 

demagnetise the phase. But, as the demagnetization of the phase current extends 

beyond the unaligned position, which is the motoring region, the induced voltage 
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becomes positive and aids in the phase current demagnetizing more rapidly, unlike 

in generating mode with shifted conduction angle case in Fig. 3.8. 

 

Fig. 3.7: Single pulse control using early motoring conduction (Case 1). 

 

Fig. 3.8: Single pulse control using shifted generation conduction (Case 2). 

 

Fig. 3.9: Single pulse control using mirrored generation conduction (Case 3). 

The phase currents have been compared for a 4-phase 8/6 SRM at 8000 rpm 

with early conduction in motoring mode (Fig. 3.7), shifted conduction in generating 

mode (Fig. 3.8), and mirrored conduction in generating mode (Fig. 3.9). This 

difference in conduction region influences the torque production and quality as 
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well. In Fig. 3.10, the torque waveform is plotted for motoring mode with early 

conduction. It can be observed that each phase contributes to the total phase torque, 

and significant torque ripple is present due to the conduction period and 

commutation (Case 1). In Fig. 3.11, the torque waveform is plotted for the case 

where the motoring conduction angles which are shifted by 180 degrees electrical 

to obtain the generating mode conduction angles (Case 2). The torque is now 

negative. When Fig. 3.10 and Fig. 3.11 are compared, it can be observed that the 

torque waveforms are similar in shape but are mirrored along the y-axis and then 

mirrored by the x-axis. Essentially in this case the two waveforms are similar in 

behaviour, similar absolute average torque of 3.6 Nm, and a similar torque ripple. 

In Fig. 3.12, the torque waveform is plotted for generating mode conduction 

angles when the motoring conduction angles are mirrored in reference to the aligned 

position. In this case (Case 3), due to the delayed conduction period, the 

demagnetising tail current ends up in the motoring mode region. This tail current 

results in positive torque, reducing the absolute average torque, and contributing to 

torque ripple. 

 

Fig. 3.10: Torque production for early motoring mode conduction (Case 1). 
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Fig. 3.11: Torque production for shifted generating mode conduction (Case 2). 

 

Fig. 3.12: Torque production for mirrored generating mode conduction (Case 3). 

In Table 3.2, the torque and source current attributes are shown for the 8/6 

SRM with single pulse mode. It can be observed that the motoring (Case 1) and 

shifted generating (Case 2) case have a similar behaviour for the average torque and 

source current. But when the motoring mode conduction angles are mirrored (Case 

3), the absolute average torque is much lower due to the positive torque. Also, in 

the mirrored case, the source current. 
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Table 3.2: Simulation results with early motoring conduction using single pulse 

control. 

Conduction at 8000 

rpm 

Average torque 

[Nm] 

Phase current RMS 

[A]  

Average source 

current [A]  

Case 1 
ɗon = 10o  

ɗoff = 90o 
3.6 5.1 10.2 

Case 2 
ɗon = 190o  

 ɗoff = 270o 
-3.6 5.1 -9.8 

Case 3 
ɗon = 270o  

 ɗoff = 350o 
-1.9 14.0 -4.3 

 

3.4.1.2 ï Single Pulse Mode Delayed Conduction 

In all the three cases presented earlier the generating mode conduction 

angles were calculated from motoring mode. In the next cases, single pulse at 8000 

rpm is utilized for the same 8/6 SRM but with the motoring conduction occurring 

later. The subsequent generating angles are then derived by shifting and mirroring 

the motoring mode conduction angles to observe the difference in phase current and 

torque behaviour. 

In Fig. 3.13, the turn-on and turn-off angles are 60 and 140 degrees, 

respectively. Hence, the conduction period occurs much later in motoring region. 

Due to the delayed conduction, the induced voltage rises much quicker and the 

phase current cannot increase to the value which was observed in Case 1 in Fig. 

3.7. The induced voltage is proportional to the speed; hence, the rate of change in 

flux linkage. As the speed and the conduction interval is the same for Case 1 and 

Case 4, the difference in induced voltage can be attributed to rate of change in flux 

linkage. Additionally, the relative difference between the magnitudes of DC-link 

voltage and induced voltage in each case also effects the rate of change of current. 
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In Fig. 3.13 in Case 4, the difference between the induced voltage and phase voltage 

is smaller and it occurs late in the conduction interval. Hence, the phase current 

rises marginally. Besides, due to the delayed conduction interval, the tail current 

persists into the generating region and the induced voltage becomes negative. This 

impacts the torque quality. 

In Fig. 3.14, the late motoring conduction intervals in Case 4 are shifted by 

180 degrees electrical to obtain the generating mode conduction intervals.  In Case 

5, the turn-on angle is 240 degrees electrical and turn-off angle is 320 degrees 

electrical. In Case 5, phase current rises rapidly after the turn-on as compared to 

Case 2. This is because the induced voltage becomes negative rapidly due to the 

negative rate of change in flux linkage. In Fig. 3.14, the induced voltage begins to 

decrease prior to the turn-off angle compared to Fig. 3.8 for Case 2. After the turn-

off angle is applied, the phase current magnitude decreases as the magnitude of the 

induced voltage is smaller than the DC-link voltage. In Case 2 in Fig. 3.8 with 

earlier conduction period in generating mode, the phase current kept increasing 

after the turn-off angle due to the difference in the magnitudes of the induced 

voltage and DC-link voltage. The later conduction in Case 5 results in a turn-off 

angle closer to the unaligned position, which results in the demagnetization of the 

phase current extending to the motoring region.  

In Fig. 3.15 (Case 6), the late motoring mode conduction period was 

mirrored along the aligned position. The turn-on and turn-off angles obtained in this 

case were 220 and 300 degrees electrical, respectively. In Case 6, the phase current 

begins to rise due to the induced voltage and DC-link relation. But the peak phase 
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current value in Case 6 is smaller than the one in Fig. 3.14 for Case 5 with shifted 

conduction angles for generating mode. This can be explained by observing the 

magnitude of the induced voltage relative to the phase voltage. In Case 6 in Fig. 

3.15, the induced voltage remains smaller than the DC-link voltage later into the 

conduction interval when compared to Case 5 with earlier generating conduction 

angles. Also, in Case 6 in Fig. 3.15, the magnitude of the induced voltage is larger 

than the DC-link voltage after the turn-off angle. This results in the phase current 

to increase for a short interval. Once the magnitude of the induced voltage becomes 

smaller than the DC-link voltage, the phase current begins to reduce, and the phase 

demagnetises. Similar to the shifted generation case (Case 5) in Fig. 3.14, the phase 

current conducts within the motoring region for a short interval in Case 6 in Fig. 

3.15. Due to the earlier conduction interval by 20 degrees electrical for the mirrored 

angles in Case 6, the phase is demagnetised sooner compared to the shifted angles 

in Case 5. This has a smaller effect on the average torque and ripple. 

 

Fig. 3.13: Single pulse control using late motoring mode conduction (Case 4). 
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Fig. 3.14: Single pulse control using shifted generation conduction (Case 5). 

 

Fig. 3.15: Single pulse control using mirrored generation conduction (Case 6). 

In Fig. 3.16, the phase and total torque is plotted for the late motoring mode 

conduction interval (Case 4) at 8000 rpm using single pulse operation. Due to the 

later conduction in motoring mode, the phase current did not rise substantially, 

resulting in the average torque being much smaller than Case 1 in Fig. 3.10, when 

the phase excitation occurring earlier in Case 4.  

In Fig. 3.17, the torque waveform for Case 5 is shown where the generating 

mode conduction angles are obtained by shifting the motoring mode conduction 

angles in Case 4 by 180 degrees electrical. Unlike Case 4 motoring mode, in Case 

5 generating mode with delayed conduction period a significant torque magnitude 

is present due to the phase current being assisted by the induced voltage. Due to the 

delayed conduction period the resulting tail current in each phase produces a 

positive torque magnitude opposing the desired negative torque magnitude. 
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In Fig. 3.18, the phase and total torque is shown for the mirrored generation 

case for late conduction (Case 6). In this case, the slightly earlier generating mode 

conduction period results in less tail current compared to Case 5 and, hence, less 

opposing torque being generated. 

 

Fig. 3.16: Torque production for late motoring mode conduction (Case 4). 

 

Fig. 3.17: Torque production for shifted generating mode conduction (Case 5). 

 

Fig. 3.18: Torque production for mirrored generating mode conduction (Case 6). 

In Table 3.3, the torque and source current results for the three conduction 

intervals with late conduction are summarized. With the late conduction interval 
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motoring mode case, the phase current had a smaller magnitude as compared to 

Case 1. This results in a smaller average torque, subsequently a smaller average 

source current being drawn from the power source. When the late motoring 

conduction period is shifted by 180 degree in Case 5, the resulting average torque 

is -6 Nm and an average of 16 A is supplied back to the source. The torque ripple 

is significant due to the nature of the pulse control scheme. However, when the 

motoring conduction angles mirrored around the aligned position (Case 6), it results 

in a slightly earlier conduction period in generating mode. This results in a slightly 

higher absolute average torque and a smaller ripple than the shifted generation case 

(Case 5). This is because in Case 6 there is a much smaller phase current which 

overlapped into the motoring region resulting in positive torque. Additionally, the 

mirrored conduction angle (Case 6) case had the highest amount of source current 

supplied back to the DC-link for all cases discussed so far (Cases 1 ï 6). 

Table 3.3: Simulation results with late motoring conduction using single pulse 

control. 

Conduction at 8000 

rpm 

Average torque 

[Nm] 

phase current RMS 

[A]  

Average source 

current [A]  

Case 4 
ɗon = 60o  

ɗoff = 140o 
0.719 2.2 2.0 

Case 5 
ɗon = 240o  

 ɗoff = 320o 
-6.0 11.6 -16.0 

Case 6 
ɗon = 220o  

 ɗoff = 300o 
-6.4 9.1 -17.4 

 

From observing motoring and generating mode using single pulse control, 

it is obvious that the selection of conduction angles is not as simple as shifting or 

mirroring between the two. Due to the non-linear characteristic of an SRM, unique 
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consideration needs to be given to operate the SRM in generating mode to maximize 

the source current while minimizing torque ripple.  

Single pulse mode of operation can only be utilized at high speeds as the 

phase current is not controlled in this mode of operation. With lower speeds, the 

phase current rises uncontrollably. To observe the differences in motoring and 

generating mode at lower speeds, an alternative control scheme needs to be utilized, 

which is discussed in the next sections. 

3.4.2 ï Current  Control  ï Hard-switching 

In this section motoring mode is compared with generating mode using a 

hysteresis controller with hard switching. Unlike single pulse control, current 

control can operate at lower motor speeds with the hysteresis controller either with 

hard or soft-switching.  

In Table 3.4, the simulation parameters used to compare generating and 

motoring mode are presented for the hard-switching case. At 4000 rpm, the current 

is controllable by the hysteresis controller as the induced voltage is smaller than the 

DC-link voltage. The conduction intervals are fixed to 110 degrees electrical for 

both motoring and generating modes. The generating angles were obtained by 

shifting and mirroring the motoring angles in the same convention as in the single 

pulse control study in sub-section 3.4.1. 
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Table 3.4: Current control simulation parameters. 

Parameter Value 

Speed 4000 rpm 

Current reference 20 A, 2 % hysteresis band 

Motoring early conduction (Case 7) ɗon = 10o  ɗoff = 120o 

Motoring late conduction (Case 8) ɗon = 60o  ɗoff = 170o 

Generating early conduction (Case 9) ɗon = 190o  ɗoff = 300o 

Generating late conduction (Case 10) ɗon = 240o  ɗoff = 350o 

 

In Case 7, hard-switching is applied in motoring mode with early 

conduction angles of 10 and 120 degrees electrical at 4000 rpm. As the turn-on 

angle is close to the unaligned position, the phase current rises quickly to 20 A 

reference, due to the low magnetic circuit inductance. Once the current reaches to 

the upper band of the hysteresis controller, in hard-switching mode, both switches 

are turned off to apply negative DC-link voltage to reduce the phase current. The 

hysteresis controller continues to keep the phase current within the hysteresis band 

until the rotor position for the turn-off angle is achieved. At the turn-off angle, both 

switches in the converter are turned off and negative DC-link voltage is applied to 

demagnetise the phase. During conduction, it can be observed in Fig. 3.19 that the 

switching intervals become less frequent to control the phase current as the rotor 

moves to the aligned position. Higher induced voltage and phase inductance near 

the aligned position results in a current with a smaller rate of change.  

In Fig. 3.20 (Case 8), the current waveform is shown for motoring mode 

with later conduction angles of 60 and 170 degrees electrical at 4000 rpm using 

hard-switching. Due to the later conduction, which is closer to the aligned position, 
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the magnetic circuit inductance is higher. This results in the induced voltage 

magnitude becoming large quickly relative to the DC-link voltage after the 

conduction starts. The later conduction results in the phase current to build much 

slower as shown in Fig. 3.20, when compared to the early conduction case in Fig. 

3.19. This results in the phase current not being in the hysteresis band for a long 

time. Once the turn-off angle is applied at 170 degrees electrical in Fig. 3.20, again 

due the high magnetic circuit inductance, the current decreases slowly resulting a 

significant tail current and extends the conduction to the negative torque region. 

 

Fig. 3.19: Phase current waveform using hard-switching current control for early 

motoring mode conduction (Case 7). 

 

Fig. 3.20: Phase current waveform using hard-switching current control for late 

motoring mode conduction (Case 8). 

In Fig. 3.21, the torque ripple due to the hysteresis controller using hard 

switching can be observed for the early conduction motoring mode case. However, 
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the largest torque ripple is attributed from the commutation region. The torque 

ripple can be reduced if the conduction angles are selected specifically to do so. 

The average torque magnitude is affected due to the delayed conduction 

angles of 60 and 170 degree electrical in Case 8 as shown in Fig. 3.22. In the phase 

torque, it can be observed that each phase torque component takes time to rise, this 

results in an excessively long commutation period with a reduced hysteresis 

interval. Further negative phase torque is produced, due to the tail current trailing 

into the generating mode region. This results in a smaller average torque and higher 

torque ripple than the one observed in the early motor conduction angle case (Case 

7) in Fig. 3.21. 

 

Fig. 3.21: Torque waveform using hard-switching current control for early 

motoring mode conduction (Case 7). 

 

Fig. 3.22: Torque waveform using hard-switching current control for late 

motoring mode conduction (Case 8). 
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Next, Case 9 is analyzed with early generating mode conduction angles of 

190 and 300 degree electrical at 4000 rpm as depicted in Fig. 3.23. At the turn-on 

angle, the induced voltage becomes negative and, due to the higher inductance near 

the aligned position, the phase current takes a longer time to increase. At the turn-

off angle, the phase current decreases rapidly due to induced voltage magnitude 

decreasing rapidly relative to the DC-link voltage magnitude. In hard-switching, to 

reduce the phase current, both switches are turned-off, for a longer period in the 

early conduction generation case.  

The generation conduction is analyzed at 4000 rpm with the conduction 

angles of 240 and 350 degree electrical as shown in Fig. 3.24. Once the turn-on 

angle is applied, the phase current beings to increase but has a faster rise time. This 

is because, with the delayed conduction, the magnetic circuit inductance is much 

lower at the phase turn-on. Similar to the early motoring conduction case in Fig. 

3.19 (Case 7), the switching frequency is increasing as the rotor moves closer to 

unalignment.  

 

Fig. 3.23: Phase current waveform using hard-switching current control for early 

generating mode conduction (Case 9). 
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Fig. 3.24: Phase current waveform using hard-switching current control for late 

generating mode conduction (Case 10). 

In Fig. 3.25, the phase and total torque are plotted for generating mode with 

early conduction period. It can be observed that the torque takes longer to build up 

after the turn-on angle due to the smaller rate of change in the phase current. After 

the turn-off angle is applied the torque reaches to zero relatively quickly. The slow 

torque response adds to the torque ripple during commutation. Similar to the 

motoring current control cases, the torque ripple due to commutation can be 

improved with specific conduction angles. 

In Fig. 3.26, the phase and total torque are plotted for generating mode with 

late conduction period. There is no positive torque generation as there is no tail 

current decaying into the motoring region. The only significant source of torque 

ripple is from the commutation region, and like all cases before, it can be minimized 

by selecting conduction angles that minimize the commutation region.  
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Fig. 3.25: Torque waveform using hard-switching current control for early 

motoring mode conduction (Case 9). 

 

Fig. 3.26: Torque waveform using hard-switching current control for late 

generating mode conduction (Case 10). 

In Table 3.5, the average torque and source current are shown for all the late 

and early conduction regions for motoring and generating mode. The highest 

average torque and smallest torque ripple was observed when early conduction was 

applied in motoring mode (Case 7). The largest negative torque was also observed 

in early generating mode with the smallest torque ripple (Case 9). Interestingly, the 

largest torque ripple observed was for the generating mode late conduction (Case 

10) and was largely attributed from the commutation region, as the torque 

production became marginal near the aligned position (Fig. 3.24 and Fig. 3.26). 
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Table 3.5: Simulation results for current control using hard-switching. 

4000 rpm at 20 A 

current reference 

Average torque 

[Nm] 

Phase current 

RMS [A]  

Average source 

current [A]  

Case 7 
ɗon = 10o  

ɗoff = 120o 
5.3 6.9 7.6 

Case 8 
ɗon = 60o  

 ɗoff = 170o 
3.3 6.5 4.8 

Case 9 
ɗon = 190o  

 ɗoff = 300o 
-4.8 5.1 -6.4 

Case 10 
ɗon = 240o  

 ɗoff = 350o 
-3.2 5.2 -4.2 

 

3.4.3 ï Current  Control ï Soft-switching 

In Section 3.4.2, current control was used with hard-switching, but soft-

switching is used more often to control the phase current in SRM drives. The key 

difference in soft-switching is that during the conduction period, the motor phase is 

short circuited by turning on one switch and turning off the other switch of the 

asymmetric bridge converter as shown in Fig. 2.17(c). In (3.1), the hysteresis 

control conditions for hard-switching are shown for motoring mode: 
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(3.1) 

where ὠ Ὧ is the phase voltage application, and ὠ Ὧ ρ is the previous phase 

voltage. In (3.2), the hysteresis control conditions for soft-switching are shown for 

motoring mode. 
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(3.2) 

There are benefits to using soft-switching when compared to hard-switching 

in motoring mode. The rate-of-change of phase current can be lower using soft-

switching since zero voltage is applied as the phase voltage in soft-switching 

instead of negative DC-link voltage in hard-switching. This results in a lower 

switching frequency, resulting in the torque ripple within the conduction region to 

improve. In soft-switching, during hysteresis control, only one switch is operated 

instead of two. This can help reducing both conduction and switching losses.  

3.4.3.1 ï Current Control using Soft-switching at Low-speed 

Similar to the hard-switching hysteresis control cases, the motoring and 

generating performance are compared using soft-switching at 4000 rpm using the 

condition angles presented in Table 3.1. The effects of hard and soft-switching are 

also compared for the same conduction angles. 

In Fig. 3.27, the phase current is shown for motoring mode with early 

conduction angles of 10 and 110 degrees electrical using soft-switching. As 

compared to hard-switching case (Case 7) in Fig. 3.19, soft switching results in a 

smoother current waveform during the conduction period.  

In Fig. 3.28, late motoring conduction angles of 60 and 170 degree electrical 

are used with soft-switching. As compared to the hard-switching case (Case 8) in 

Fig. 3.20, the current waveform is similar with a smaller switching frequency in the 

conduction interval. 
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Fig. 3.27: Phase current waveform using soft-switching current control for early 

motoring mode conduction (Case 11). 

 

Fig. 3.28: Phase current waveform using soft-switching current control for late 

motoring mode conduction (Case 12). 

In Fig. 3.29, the phase and total torque are plotted for early motoring 

conduction using soft-switching. Compared hard-switching with the same 

conduction angles (Case 7 in Fig. 3.21), the average torque is 7.5 % smaller, but the 

torque ripple is also slightly lower. Essentially, soft-switching and hard-switching 

have very similar performance when observing torque waveforms, as the only 

difference is due to the change in switching frequency during conduction. When 

using soft-switching in motoring mode, the average source current draw is 7.0 A. 

Soft-switching resulted in a 7.9 % decrease in source current draw, as compared to 

hard-switching. 

In Fig. 3.30, the torque waveforms are plotted for late motoring conduction. 

Soft-switching results in a very small reduction in average torque and torque ripple 



M.A.Sc. Thesis | Ahsan Zahid  

McMaster University | Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 

 

66 

 

when compared to hard-switching (Case 8 in Fig. 3.22). Essentially, the torque 

performance was unchanged between the two switching modes. As for the source 

current, when using soft-switching and hard-switching the current drawn was the 

same. However, the harmonics from soft-switching are expected to be smaller in 

magnitude due to the source current in soft-switching experiencing a smaller 

change in magnitude compared to hard-switching. 

 

Fig. 3.29: Torque waveform using soft-switching current control for early 

motoring mode conduction (Case 11). 

 

Fig. 3.30: Torque waveform using soft-switching current control for late motoring 

mode conduction (Case 12). 

In Fig. 3.31, the same soft-switching control in (3.2) as in the motoring 

mode is applied for early generation using conduction angles of 190 and 300 degree 

electrical at 4000 rpm. After the turn-on angle is applied, the phase current begins 

to rise. When the phase current reaches the upper hysteresis band, the asymmetric 

bridge converter short circuits the phase, as per soft-switching requirements. In 
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generating mode, the shorted phase results in the phase current to rise with a larger 

slope rather than decrease as it would in motoring mode. This is because, in 

generating mode, when zero phase voltage is applied, the induced voltage is 

negative. As the induced voltage is smaller than phase voltage, using (3.3) and (3.4), 

the resulting rate-of-change of phase current is positive. Thus, the phase current 

increases. Once, the turn-off angle is applied, negative DC-link voltage is applied 

to the phase. As the magnitude of the induced voltage is smaller than the magnitude 

of the phase voltage, the phase current reduces. This shows that the soft-switching 

in motoring mode cannot be applied in generating mode; otherwise it results in 

uncontrolled peak current.  For soft-switching to work in generating mode, some 

modifications need to be applied for current regulation. 

       (3.3) 

‐ Ὥ ‫        (3.4) 

 

Fig. 3.31: Phase current waveform using the same soft-switching control in 

motoring mode for early generation mode conduction. 

In (3.5), a modified hysteresis controller is presented to control the phase 

current with soft-switching in generating mode. The main difference is that when 

the phase current is higher than the upper hysteresis band, negative DC-link voltage 
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is applied rather than zero. When a negative DC-link voltage is applied, as the 

induced voltage magnitude is lower than the phase voltage magnitude, especially at 

lower speed operation, the phase current reduces. As the phase voltage is negative, 

the phase current is supplied to the source. However, at higher speeds the magnitude 

of the induced voltage can be greater than the DC-link voltage, resulting in the 

phase current to increase, depending on the rotor position and phase current 

magnitude.  

In soft-switching in motoring mode of operation, when the phase current is 

smaller than the lower hysteresis band, positive DC-link voltage is applied to 

increase the phase current. In soft-switching for generating mode operation in (3.5), 

freewheeling mode is applied where the phase winding is short-circuited. This 

results in the magnitude of the induced voltage being smaller than the phase voltage. 

The phase current rises. However, since the phase winding is not connected to the 

source, no power supplied or drawn from the source. The rise of the phase current 

is due to the power drawn from the prime mover.   

With hysteresis control model in (3.5), the only time current is drawn from 

the power source is during the initial phase excitation where positive DC-link 

voltage is applied across the phase winding. This is essential, as an SRM does not 

have an independent source of excitation and it needs to draw the initial excitation 

from the source, For the remainder of the hysteresis control, only zero and negative 

DC-link voltage is applied. In generating mode, when the SRM phase is free 

wheeling, the phase current rises by drawing mechanical power from the prime 

mover. Once the SRM phase is connected across negative DC-link the phase current 
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is supplied back to the power source. With the generating mode soft-switching 

hysteresis controller, more source current should be supplied back to the power 

source to improve the generation capability of the SRM. 

ὠ Ὧ
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(3.5) 

*Used for initial excitation. 

In Fig. 3.32, the hysteresis control conditions in (3.5) are used for early 

generation conduction angles of 190 and 300 degree electrical. By using the newer 

hysteresis controller conditions once the phase current reaches the upper hysteresis 

band, the SRM phase is supplied by negative DC-link voltage to reduce the phase 

current. When the phase current reaches the lower hysteresis band, the SRM phase 

is short circuited and, since to the induced voltage is smaller than the phase voltage, 

the current begins to rise. Once the turn-off angle is achieved, the SRM phase is 

demagnetized. 

In Fig. 3.33, the soft-switching hysteresis conditions in (3.5) are used to 

control the phase current in generating mode with later conduction angles of 240 

and 350 degrees electrical. Similar, to the case before the phase current is controlled 

within the hysteresis band. 
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Fig. 3.32: Phase current waveform using soft-switching current control for early 

generation mode conduction (Case 13). 

 

Fig. 3.33: Phase current waveform using soft-switching current control for late 

generation mode conduction (Case 14). 

In Fig. 3.34, the torque waveforms are plotted for the generating mode with 

early conductions. By using the new hysteresis conditions the phase current is 

controlled using soft-switching. As a result, the torque is also controlled and does 

not rise uncontrollably. When comparing the total torque from generating mode 

using hard-switching the average torque using soft-switching reduced by 4.2 %, and 

the torque ripple remains similar. Soft-switching does not affect the torque 

production capability significantly, and it can be improved by selecting specific 

conduction angles to reduce the torque ripple due to commutation. 

In Fig. 3.35, the phase and total torque is plotted for late generation 

conduction while using the new soft-switching control. Essentially, the torque 

performance was unchanged for the same conduction angles.  
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Fig. 3.34: Torque waveform using soft-switching current control for early 

generation mode conduction (Case 13). 

 

Fig. 3.35: Torque waveform using soft-switching current control for late 

generation mode conduction (Case 14). 

When soft-switching used in generating mode, the source current supplied 

to the power source is expected to be different when compared to the hard-switching 

case. When comparing the source current using soft and hard-switching during 

early generating conduction (comparing Case 13 and Case 9), there was a slight 

reduction in the source current when using soft-switching. In Fig. 3.36 and Fig. 

3.37, the source current using hard-switching and soft-switching is shown for early 

generation conditions. When observing the hard-switching source current, source 

current is drawn during the conduction period, but the source current draw interval 

is very small within the hysteresis band. While using soft-switching, the 

freewheeling intervals are larger but does not draw current from the source. This 

difference in operation results in small difference in the average source current 
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waveforms for hard and soft-switching cases. However, there are differences in the 

instantaneous source current waveforms. The soft-switching case has far less 

switching, which requires less filtering and potentially a smaller capacitance. 

Furthermore, with soft-switching conduction, the switching losses can be reduced 

as only one switch conducts to control the phase current.  

 

Fig. 3.36: Source current using hard-switching for early generation (Case 9). 

 

Fig. 3.37: Source current using soft-switching for early generation (Case 13). 

In Fig. 3.38 and Fig. 3.39 the source current is plotted for the same late 

generation conduction angles of 240 and 350 degree electrical for hard (Case 10) 

and soft-switching (Case 14). Similar source current behaviour is observed when 

comparing late generation conduction. The hard-switching case supplied back 

slightly higher source current compared to soft-switching. 
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Fig. 3.38: Source current using hard-switching for late generation (Case 10). 

 

Fig. 3.39: Source current using soft-switching for late generation (Case 14). 
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3.5 ï Conclusion 

In conclusion, the SRM can be controlled in motoring mode as well as 

generating mode using single pulse control and current control. The single pulse 

control is effective when operating at high speeds. The current control scheme in 

motoring and generating mode uses the same hysteresis control conditions when 

using hard-switching. The hysteresis control conditions need to be modified for the 

controller to operate in generating mode with soft-switching. Different 

considerations need to be given for generating mode when selecting conduction 

angles to maximize the performance. Motoring and generating modes can behave 

differently despite the inductance profiles are symmetric and mirrored around the 

aligned position. Furthermore, as the rotor speed increases beyond the base speed 

of the motor the phase current cannot be controlled by the hysteresis controller 

using hard or soft-switching.   
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Chapter 4. Optimization Objectives to 

Improve Generating Mode 

Performance 

In this chapter the conduction angles for the asymmetric bridge converter 

are selected using an optimizer. The principal purpose is to determine the specific 

optimization objective parameters to improve the performance in generating mode 

as opposed to motoring mode, which has different requirements. The 4-phase 8/6 

SRM from Chapter 3 is used for the optimization. 

4.1 ï Optimization of Conduction Angles 

The classical control in a switched reluctance machine requires the selection 

of conduction angles and the current reference for a given operating condition. 

Selecting conduction angles can be based on different objectives and constraints. 

As it will be presented in this chapter, these objectives might differ in motoring and 

generating mode of operations for performance improvement.  

The selection of the conduction angles for the control of an SRM can be 

accomplished by maximizing or minimizing specific fitness functions using an 

optimization algorithm. For SRMs, the average torque, RMS value of torque ripple, 

and RMS value of phase current can be the objectives used for the motoring mode 

region. The average torque can be determined using: 

Ὕ ᷿ Ὕ—Ὠ—     (4.1) 

where Ὕ  is the average torque, Ὕ— is the instantaneous rotor torque at a specific 

rotor position, and — and — are rotor positions representing the start and end of 
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one complete electrical cycle. The RMS value of torque ripple (ЎὝ ) and RMS 

value of phase current (Ὅ ) are defined in (4.2) and (4.3), respectively; 

ЎὝ ᷿ Ὕ— Ὕ Ὠ—   (4.2) 

Ὅ ᷿ Ὅ—Ὠ—     (4.3) 

where Ὅ— is the instantaneous phase current for a given rotor position. These 

optimization objectives can also be configured as a relation of one another to be 

used in a single fitness function. For example, the average torque ripple and RMS 

value of phase current can be configured as Ὕ Ⱦ Ὅ  to optimize for maximum 

torque per ampere representing the motor efficiency.  

The optimizer can also be provided with linear and non-linear constraints. 

The conduction angle selection is a linear constraint: 

ρ ρ
ρ ρ

—
—      (4.4) 

where Ὧ is an arbitrary positive constant used to configure the upper boundary of 

conduction. A non-linear constraint can be a limit on the RMS phase current: 

Ὅ Ὅ       (4.5) 

where Ὅ  is the user defined RMS phase current constraint. 

There is a magnitude of optimizers available to be used to improve specific 

aspects of the SRMs dynamic performance. One such optimizer is the Genetic 

Algorithm (GA) optimizer. The GA optimizer selects working conditions using 

natural selection. The optimizer starts with random working conditions, and the 
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user can define the starting population size. All the working conditions are then 

evaluated for specific fitness functions and constraints. The working conditions are 

selected using their fitness function value to produce offspring that combine their 

parentôs attributes. The optimizer re-evaluates to produce new offspring until the 

working conditions do not deviate any further, and the solution converges. To 

ensure that a local optimal point is not found, mutations are introduced randomly 

to vary the offspring. The genetic algorithm can be used for single objective or 

multi-objective optimization. In a single objective case, the performance of fitness 

function is maximized or minimized; for example, the average torque can be 

maximized. This will possibly lead to other performance characteristics detreating, 

such as the torque ripple and phase current increasing. Multi -objective optimization 

can be used to optimize for a magnitude of objectives and find various working 

conditions, known as a Pareto front. The user can then manually select the working 

condition that favour a specific objective. 

4.2 ï Optimization to Maximize Absolute Average Torque and 

Minimize Torque Ripple Using Current  Control  

In an SRM drive, typical objectives that are used to determine the 

conduction angles in motoring mode of operation are maximizing the average 

torque and minimizing the RMS value of torque ripple. These objectives are 

targeted in motoring mode to achieve a high torque output and smoother operation 

with lower torque ripple. In this section, these objectives are applied both for 

motoring and generating modes, to observe how they impact the performance in 
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generating mode of operation. For this purpose, the objectives are selected to 

maximize the absolute value of average torque and minimize the RMS value of 

torque ripple. The optimizer is supplied with various speed and current reference 

cases to determine various working conditions, and a torque-speed map is 

developed for motoring and generating modes. 

4.2.1 ï Motoring Mode 

For the motoring mode cases, the average torque is maximized, and the 

torque ripple is minimized. The constraints for the optimization are shown in (4.6).

 

ωπ — ωπ
ωπ — ρψπ

— — ωπ

— — ρψπ

Ὅ φπ ὃ

      (4.6) 

The turn-on angle is constrained between -90 and 90 degrees electrical, and the 

turn-off angle is constrained between 90 and 180 degrees electrical. Hence, the 

minimum conduction interval is 90 degrees electrical, and the maximum 

conduction interval is 180 degrees electrical. The phase current is constrained to 60 

ARMS. The optimizer finds working conditions for speeds from 500 rpm to 8000 

rpm with 500 rpm intervals. The current reference is varied from 0 to 50 A with a 

5 A step interval.  

In the first case hard-switching current control is used. As a multi objective 

optimizer is utilized, a Pareto front is obtained for the two objectives. When 

selecting the working conduction angles for a specific operating point from the 

Pareto front, the absolute average torque production is prioritized as, it was 
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observed that the torque ripple objective does not vary significantly for the given 

motor characteristics.  

In Fig. 4.1(a), the contour plot for the RMS value of the torque ripple is 

shown. As the average torque increases, the RMS value of torque ripple increases. 

This is because the higher torque demand requires a larger conduction interval, 

which also increases the torque ripple, shown in Fig. 4.1(e). Also, as the average 

torque increases a higher phase current is drawn to meet the torque demand. In Fig. 

4.1(c) and (d), the turn-on and turn-off angle contours are shown. As the speed 

increases, both the turn-on and turn-off angles are advanced by occurring earlier 

than the unaligned and aligned position, respectively. But the increase in torque 

does not result in the conduction angles to advance. 

In Fig. 4.2, the torque-speed envelope is shown for motoring mode using 

soft-switching current control. The exact same hysteresis band and current 

sampling conditions as the hard-switching are used. In Fig. 4.2(a), the RMS torque 

ripple is plotted. Similar to the hard-switching case in Fig. 4.1(a), the torque ripple 

increases as the average torque increased. The phase current contour also increases 

as the average torque increases, shown in Fig. 4.2 (b). In Fig. 4.2(c) and (d), the 

turn-on and turn-off angle contours are shown for soft-switching. Similar to the 

hard-switching case, as the rotor speed increases the conduction angles advanced 

and the conduction interval increases as the average torque increases, shown in Fig. 

4.2(e). The torque-speed envelope for soft-switching is similar to that of hard-

switching. 
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a) b)

c) d)

e)

 

Fig. 4.1: Torque-speed characteristic of an 8/6 SRM in motoring mode using 

hard-switching with the average torque maximized and torque ripple minimized: 

(a) torque ripple RMS contour, (b) phase current RMS contour, (c) turn-on angle 

contour, (d) turn-off angle contour, (e) conduction interval contour. 

 




