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teaxchings of ITuther and Vatican 11 on the Priesthood of

A11 2ellevers. As such 1t conbtains the exposition of the
doctrine of the priesthoed of all bellevers by luther and

Jatican 1T and a corparative analytic appraical.
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INTRODUCTION

Kartin Luther re-emphasized the priesthood of all
believers in his teachings. The Council of Vatican II did
the game. I have atltempted to make a comparative analytic
stﬁdy of the teachings of Luther and Vatican II1 on the priest-
hood of all believers based on the writings of Luther and
the docurents of Valtican II; There are conversations and
lectures that have iéfluenced the argument in this thesis
that shall go unheralded.

I have also attempted to demonstrate what similarities
and what differenceg exist between the teachings of Luther
and Vatican II on the priegthood of all believers.

I can conclude on the bagls of this study that
Tuther and Vatican II have similar fundamental prindiples,
ingights, and explanationg concerning the priesthood of all
believerg. Thig is not to suggest that any direct or indirect
dependency is evident between Luther and Vatican II. Iuther
rejected the sacramental character of Tthe priesthood as he

xperienced it in its abuses of clericalism and its over-

emphaslis upon sacrifice.

For ifuther the “minlsterial" or clerical priesthooed

heal

]

ig derivative of the priegsthood of all believers and hag no

gpecial gacramental power or efficacy. The functional aspect

v 4

of this priesthood ig omne of service and apostolate, There is



a similar interpretation which I will suggest 1s found in
Vatican II, though maintaining the notion ag power and
efficacy.

By reconstructing the terninology, namely, substituling
the term "apostolic™ for "minlisterial", one could hopefully
eliminate the divisive elexents of Luther and Vatican II.
The parallelism of thisg study might aid the contemporary
quest of ecumenisn to re-interpret and understand the
totality of Christian priesthopd;

T am indebted to Dr. John R. Meyer who gave me
invaluable agsistance in the writing of thig thegis. His.
patient criticism, good suggestions and encouragement were
greatly appreciated,

I owe ny sincere thanks also Lo Dr. John C,
Robeitson Jr. and Dr. Ben F. Meyer who carefully read
and corrected the thesig offering suggestions at many
points,

Firnally, I must express my gratitude to my typist

and all others who helped me in this work.

Vi
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The Concept of Priesthood ¢

Here, in this query, we are concerned only with the

Chrisgtian Priegthood. 1 In the Catholic tradition, “priest-

-~

3 2 . N - 5 ;s
hood" weans sacerdotium™ ag ghared by bishops and presbybters.
For several centurieg, the priegthood in the Catholic Church
warg defined in terms of eucharigtic sacrifice., The priegt

was a Christian ordained to soay kass. He wasg an offerer of

e treat Christian Priesthood here asg dis
from Jewlsh, ]e’IC, Brahminle, 3uddhist, and other
Christian cultic concepts of leGSthOO(s

d]1r, ag J. Pohle giveg in hig ¢
Cholic uncyQnggcwd, ¥TT (¢91

2 & 3)
ra. priestery ¥r. Dréurc, lLal. prete
Greek TIPEC HFCTE POy cwﬁ in

is Terived frOm the
ieal gense, egulvalent to the Iatin sac

£ 1LCE
e ek 55 PEcty , Hebrew ypyy, Syriac fl) .o fy

e at Gy 0] ¢t cvb v QOOIEl ob By the teri
nt ;a}uf person called to the imwmediate service of the
1ty L authorized to hoWG public weorshin, especially to
offer sacrifice. In Greek, literally, to be a priest
means "to kill" sacrificially. In the LX{ (& PFegis used
forviv 2 avt Fi79. LXK alsgo uses {E&PEPS Tor iho high priest.
In Jewigh and Chrigtian writings the pagan ag nmll ag the
Jewigh vpriest 1s (EPECS . See algo Cerha ittel,
gilcal Dictionary of the Hew Tes bi“Cub, IIE (196%),
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sacrifices.” Te Council of Florence (1431-144%(%)) declarsd
’ Sexturr egt sacranmentum ordinis, culug maberia

est 1J1luc, per cuius tradilio qew confertur
ordo: siculb prebyteratus Utraditur per calicis
cum vino el patenae cum pane oorr ectionem, ...
Forma sacerdotil talls est: MAccipe potegtaten
offerenil o%Cf7f701Um in Ecclesla pro vivig et
rortuis. (Dez. OL)

. father introduced a renewed conceplt of priesthood
directly hased on his fundamental understarding of the

Gogpel, that jugtification ig by faith, Fauith comes through

hearing the Word of God. The Yord, meaning, Christus

A2t

praecgsens et vivens,” 18 efficaciug; 1t creates faith; faith

6

juetifies; thus justification is by failth, Therefore fa

See Gregory RBaum, "The Iinisterial Priecthood’, The

Beu

ly
Denzinger-Schomaetzer, ed ., Enchiridion
C

zer
32nd ed,; (Rome: Herder, 1963) ». 336, -dso gee .
Clarkson and others, trans., The Church Teaches (New York:

Herder Book Co., 1957), pn. 328-290, "Wihe sixth sacrament is
holy orders. 1ts rmabtter is that which is handed over in

the conferring of the order; the priesthood for ezxawple,

ig conferred by the presentation of the chalice conbtaining
the wine and the paten holding the bread.... The forn of
the order of priesthood ig thig: 'Receive the power of
offering the sacrifice irn the Church for the living ard the
dead ,'"

I

“Welmarer Susgabe, 7
B, &, Gerrich, "Priesthood d i Ty in the "neology of
Imther", Church Higtory, 3% (196%), 409-410, 421 n. 23.

&

See Yuther, i
Jareg Atkinson, The ILibi

Wheolo*ioﬂl Io%“ﬂi ed. and transg.

C1 agsles, XVI

8CL Press Ltd., 196”) 04-98,  Tuther's Lectures
2 Hpistle to the Hebrews givou an elaboratioi of hig

4
U

on this poin
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alone 1s the righteousness of a Chrisbian.! Iuther explains

g

how the Church 1g formed of failth

The Elc%irlcu is nolt so necesgsary that
galvation depends on it. The Gospel and
baptiaer are sufficient, since falth alone
justifieg and love alone lives rightly.
Surely if in this way two, three, or ten
homes, or & whole cilty, or geveral cities
agread thus among bQGLSelv g to live in

faith and love by the use of the Gospel
in the home.... Christ withoult a doubt
would Ve in Thelr nidst and would own
them ag Hs Church.*

The Church is constituted by the ¥Word. By the
ministry of the Word the mysteries of God are made kKnown,
and that creates failth, "'hb Church oweg 1ts Dbirth to the

, , 9
Yord of prowige Through faith." T™e Church is the "Body

of Christ"lo forwed of those who helileve in Christ. ITuthe

in his Sermons on the Catechign, explains the Chrigbion

Church, as the "Communion of Saintg" or "Congregation of

See Martin lIuther, The Freedom of & Christian, ed.
llenberzer, “artin Iubhbrt belerLOW s

John D

“Writings,

fnchor Books, 1961Y), p. 62 TTuther s explanation

i
(Wew Yorlk
rd of God is given on pp. 52-63,

of t

D...
(o
6‘

S
C

8 . . e ; :
“Luther's Works, American “dition Lo (fhiladelphio:
I 1

erg rress, 1 95?)9 9-10. Herearter Lhﬂ fmerican
m11uloﬂ of Luther's YWorks in 55 voluwes wWwill be abbreviated
ag L.W, '

1; algo VWelmarer, Ausgabe, ed., Luther's

e ‘
Works, 1 8.8 cited in B. A. Gerrisgh, op. cit., p. 410,

10 . s -
G. T. Tappert, The Pook of Concord (Fhiladelohia:
1

ne
Muhlenbers Press, 1959), B. 16y



This new understanding of the g 1, achiegved by

Tuther, led to go great an ermphasis upon the winistry of
the Word, that henceforth the very reality of the church was
grounded in preaching. The seventh article of the Augsburg

Confession, in which Felanchton mmarlzed the faith of the

, Tor the diet of fugsburg in 1530, defined the

church thug: “The congrsgaltion of the saints in which the

_,_.

tly preached and the sacraments are rightly
12

adninistered . S0 alsg

ospel 1s righ
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that the marks of the church "...where the preaching of the

gogpel 1s reverently heard and the sacraments are not

+od o3 13

neglected, there...the church is seen.'™
Wilhelr Pauck, the conbteaporary scholar of the

neformation, cefines the general Protestant conception of

the church in terms of the minigtry of the Word thus:

"Where the #Word of God is rightly vpreached and heard and

the cacraments are rightly adsinistered and received, there

M

11, .
Hartin ILuther, Sermong on the Catechign, ed.

John Lillenberger, op. citl., p. ZI

Yilhelm Pauck, "The Hinlstry in the Time of the
Continental Reforr A*loﬂ” in Niebuhw dPQ Wi]Widm‘, eés.,
The Vinistry in Historical Perspective {(Few Yorl Harper,

1986, p. 110,

13 .,
Calv

1.10 trans, et
(LonCon: S.C.1.
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is the church. Protestants atitrivute priority Lo the YWord
of God (i.e., the Christ of the Bible) ard they asgsert,
that the Word ig communicated by preaching and by the
Arad + 4 4 s e 1 ] - Wl | ) llJ.’ r”ﬂ
adminrigtration of Baptism and the lord's Supper. ey agsgume,

furthermore, since faith coresg by hearing... when people

hear and accept the gospel preached to ther, they recognize

e (D

themselves and each other as wmenbers of the Church, i.e.,
] 15
the people of God." ™~

Such a conception implies a tremendous simplificablon
of Chrigtiarnity, In the flhaﬁ analysis only two things
matter: The Word of God and faith. Or in Iluther's own
vords, "The gosvel anc baplbism are sufficientb." “The sun
of Tthe gospel is this: who believes in Christ, hosg the
in Christ can be real only if

A

it depernds on the Bible. Therefore it is wost importart for
religior to make the 2ible accessible arnd that is accomp-
lished by the winistry of the Word. Thus the Reformers

BN S

baged everything on thigs vnédergtanding of The nalture of

3 that the Lord's Supper wag in any senge a
ﬂ%cTifioC u er reduced the ordalned 1)

that of preaching and of adninistering :
baptig: and of the Tord's Supper. ILuther's vi
ghared by Calvin,. Zwingli and br~m“er, in keeping with their
own views on the non-gacrifical charascter of the Bucharisast,
Ag a res u]t of their teaching, the Worﬁ pries

by the titles minister oxr pastor. See Pa
.FPries thood , Christian®, YNew Catholic Enoyclopeui%, XTI (1967),

269770 . AN

CWS wWeXle

lmer, "Pri est and
-

15 . a
“Wilhels Pauvel, oD, GLb., pp. 110-111.



Christis

tuther pi

ity

16 and the role of the ministry of the Hord

see betler why

Tow, agalnst this background we can
referred the title '"minister" To “priest," saying:

to give the name
charge of Word and
The reason WAy

nor
who
the

ought®
are in
people.

nelther con
t To those

e
pries

- sacrament among
they have been called prilests 1s elther because
of the cugtom of heathen people or ag vestige
of the Jewlsh nation. The result is csreatly
“Jguvlouc to the hurc“. Lecording to the hew
cetaTbWL Scripbures better name would be
igters.... For tqu Paul writeg in 1 Cor. L:1,
g how ons should f°¢*r us ag servants
and stewards of the mysteries of God."
not say "ag priests of Christ", because
i that the nane and office of priest be-
longed to all... The suthority and dignity
of the priegthood resided in the co of
believers. 17 )
16 .
L, 40, p. 93 also see iilhels Pauck, op. citb.,
op. 111-1127 e
Y70 w. Lo, 3f~' The ters "minister" belong
oW, i ne Tterm "minlgter" belong
cularly to Tthe reforred ition in conbrast

sLholice

n?-\_;, SLOI‘”

:nﬂ“1oﬂi

Iy by §
ang
&

D

any other vprotestant c%u ~CNEeSs N
haeck and fortn through the trad and becore
ecclesiasticml vocabularies
£ Deniel T, WUillliaocg, ed,,
eCQﬁbbbl : (¥ew York: Harper,
g clUsgbtorarily spoke of the
r relation to certalsn New
10:2; 10:16; THebrews 13:
#lled hiw mogt T 1t va“ cher"
). r&le 'be. 'EEiS into
nly durirg c
" Pietisr, esy g]

(N

to
DRS00

thé%}fuﬁ: &

(ﬁeyrived

achered

1,9‘,




nister

Thug Tuther preferred the term “"winister",

1 A =

verbl divini (servant of the Word of God) to "priest" and

thereupon orientated a new concepltion of the priesthood in
he church; namel] ver hristian 1s 1 hould be a
the church; namely, every Christian ig, or should be

minister of the Word of God by virtue of hig faith

#11 Believers: Lubher's Hxposition:

Luther seems to have émphasize@ and elaborated the
ides of the universnl priesthood of all the believers
between the years 1519 and 1523, The maln sources for our
inforsation are hisg works of the year 1520 arnd one of the

treatises of the year 1523. They are: ,

W
o

1, The Freedor of C")ml Lum.

i L) 1. 0 -1 1
2. The Zabylonlan Captivity of The Church. ?

3. fn sppel to Tthe Ruling Clags of German
20

nat blOﬂ a1 1 v .

L. Conceraing the inistry.

b

continued to usge the term "priegt" as They had been accus-
der Roran Catholicism., See Wilhe

lm Pauvck, op. cit.,



Besldes these major sources, Luther hag cited the priest-

hood of all the faithful in hisg tract On Lﬂ° “iguse of the

Hagg (1521)‘w and On Private nasses 'md the Cct.n%ccrd,lon of

: 23 . A .
Priests (1533).%7 A1l these writings seem to contribute to

his main single theme which 1 give below,
- Tuther rightly laid the fourndation of the common

priesthood of all the faithful in the priesthobd of Christ

and Tthereupon he based his argument. In ihe }recﬂOL of &

Christian ILuther writes;:

That we may examine more profoundly that
grﬁce which our inner pan has in Christ, we
pust realize Tthat in the (0ld Testament God
consecrated to himself all the first-born males,
The birth right was highly prized for 1t in-
volved a twofold hounor, that of priesthood
and. that of kingship., The first-born brother
was priest and lord over all the others and
a type of Christ, the true and only filrgt-
born of Foﬂ the Father and the Virgin lLary
and true Xing and priest....

Mow Just as Christ by his birthright
obtained these two prerogatives, so he imparts
then to and shares them with everyone who
bhelieves in him,... Hence all of us who
believe in Christ are priests and kings in

Zplﬂ the filrst part of the tract Ifuther shows how
a wrong view of the mass inevitably entails & wronz view
of the priesthood. In actual fact, the priesthood belongs
“to all Christiang, and ibs "offices" are the spiritual
gacrifice and proclamation of the Gospel. See Weimar
Edition of luther's Jorks, &8.,485.228ff, cited in B. A, Gerrish,
Priesthood and inistry in the Theology of Luther', Chur ~ch

-~ PRV A

History, XXXIV (1965), LO5.

p. 405, Iuther asserts that Christisns are
born, nol made, priests: they inherit their priesthood by

4

right of LdpbiSI,



o)

Christ, as I Pebt. 2:9 says, "you are a chosen

. race, God's own people, & royal priesthood, &
priestly VLnoom~, that you may declare the
wonderful deeds of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light". Thus
Christ has wade 1t possible for us, provided
we believe in him, to be not ohly his brethren,
co-heirs, and Tellov~k1nns, but also fellow-

priests. ‘Therefore we nay boldly come into
the pregence of God in gpirit of falth (Heb
- "10:19, 22) and cry “"Abba, Eatheri” DIELY for

one dmoth r, and do &1l Tthings which we see
done and foresghadowed in Ln outer and
visible works of prweotu.d“

Luther repeats the same 1ldea in hisg Babylonlan

C“ﬁi vity of Lh@ Church:

wno Xnowsg him
ssured of thisg,
ie*ts, that 1s to say,
r ipn_respect to the
L

Tel everyone,

to be a Christis &
we are all e uall, r
we have the same powe
Yord and the sacramen

In fin fippeal to the RBuling Class of Gerwan Rationality he

= b

oowe are all consecrated priests through
baptiss, as St. Peter says in 1 Peter 2:9,
"You ave'a royal priesthood and a priestly
realm. " The “pond1]p says, "Thou hast
made ug o be priests and kings by Thy blood"
(Rev. 5:9-10). fThe 3nSchnL10n Ly ponpe or
bighop would never nake a priest, and if we
had no higher consecration than that which
pope or bilshop gives, no one could say nass
o1 prefch & Seron or give,absolutloag

Also fTuther deduces:

nn

in Iuther, The Freedoi of & Christian,

i

36, 116,
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arcurvent that there is no

™
5
fut

T ic Terence between laynen
priestg, princes and bishopsg, between

) religious and secular, excep t for the sake
of office and work, mult robt Tor the sake of

1

gtatus They...all are truly prlesto,
T 1 7e are @all one body
the Head, and all nesnbers one of

Iather's reasoning on The FPriesthood of all hbelievers
can be suimed up in & syllogism thus:

Faith unlites the souvl with Christ ag a bride is

united with her bridegroom: Christ and the sgoul become one

o
flesh (Eoh. 5:31-32).
It follows that everything they have, they hold in

Christ 1s God and man in one person: He ls king

anc pries u.

Hence, all of us who believe in Christ are priegts
and kings in Christ, as 1 Pet. 2;9.

T™is teaching has a feal goclial value: everﬁ believer

in the gospel 1s a priest: he is a mediator and intercessor

L

between God and man, He rmust transmsit to others the power
of the gospel. e mugt express his faith in living social
action arnd thereby communicate 1t to others. ALl Chrigtians
re such wministers: they cannot but bring about a new kind

-
of soclety - the fellowship of believers.z/

By, 127-128; 129-130,

nis i
Continen .1 Ye'orﬁublon” in 038Tuﬁ‘ and Williarg, edg., 'The
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_The gtatement that every believer igs a priest may
mean that every believer is
(a) hig own priest,
(b) a priest to his brothers,
and (c¢) both hig own priest and a piiest to his brothers
But the meaning here is that every believer is a priest to
his brothers: for every believer 1s made priest in Christ
and like Christ. IZvery one is to minister unto his bhrethren,
trangmitting to them the power of the Gospel and bringing
about the fellowship of believers,

elf drawg the following conclusgion:

[y

Tuther

God had pliced hig Church in the midst of
the world awong countless undertaXings and
callinzgs in order that Christians should
not be wmonks bubt live with one another in

soclal fellowship and manifest a“ono men
the works and practices of falth,.~

\J

The priesthood of 11 bellevers has come to be re-

garded along with Biblical authority and salvation by falth,

as ore of the Three mrain points of evangelical theology. But

like the other two, as 5. A. Gerris h rerarks , the priesthood
of all believers has not always been interpreted in the sane
way, now taken as geriously in practice as in theory. 211 too

o

often 1t hag become a dead letter in a clergy-dominated

Finistry in Historical Perspectives. (Hew York: Harper, 1956),

}Ju 11—IJ€

‘ “ s + — - Y -
CUueinar edition of Tuther's Works: Tischreden (Table
Talk) IV, 62, 1.8, cited in Wilhelm PFauck, loc. cit.



instituvtion. #And where it has become alive, it has been used
ta support a bewildering variety of pracbtices, such as,
Congregaltional polity, the Quaker meeting, and the kethodist

preachers, Sometimes, again, it has

with such slogansg as "the right of private

judgment” or "immedliate access to God", and interpreted so

o

individualistically that any institutionzl or corporate

; T PRI 4 9 - .
expression of il becomes unthinkable . ?? Cyril Eastwood in

qu FPriesthood of

3 PRI
lievers says:

The common error that the phrase "Priesthood
of All 2ellevera" is synonymous with "private
judgenent” is most unfortunate and is
certainly a ”LSTep egentation. Those who
dismiss it as merely "private Jjudgewment" haye
never troubled to examine its full Eeaming.JO

T. i1, Tindsay polnts oubt in his Hisbtory of the

that the priesthood of all believers is an

atteck on the medieval thought of the mediatorial function
of the church z2nd 1ts priestly order. It meanlt the

access to God.

Such an urderstanding of Iuther's insistence upon the

on
]
{
—

Christiang seems nol quite the sam

. AL, Gerrish, "Priest hoo
Theology of ILuther", Church Hislory, XiI

and Pinigstry in the

ir“ (1965), hob,

30 .
7 Cyril Basgstwood, The Priegthood of All PRPelievers
T T ik bEALLEVELL

(London: The Epworth Press, 1960), p. &0,

31 .
“*+S8ee Thoias M

z2nd ed.,; Idirnburg
Gerrish, op. o©l D,,
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ag ILuther meant. Iuther does not mesn, as is often believed,

ﬂWJ that each person has a direct relationship with God
wiuhout the mediation of a priest, but also that each perso
is mutually responsible for his neighbpur, e are all

priests", writes Luther, "insofar as We avre Christiang, but

inisters gelected from our

those whom we call priests are

IS

mnidst to act in our naxe, and their priesthood is our

minigtry."az Luther makes it clearer in his Freedor of a

(hristia

.. .88 We are priests we are worthy to
appear before God to pray for others and
to teach one another divine LhTLRngn.
Therefore we 7 holdly come to the
presence of God in spilrit of falth...arnd
cry " bba, Sthert" Pray for one
another, do all Lﬂlﬁws which we gsee
done and s}uoomvo in the outer and

had he

[
Jizd

Tuther could not have made such o statevent

not held firmly to the idea that the whole Church ig called

,.,
or
on
o
ot
=

by Christ into minigtry, tha 11l men are directly respon-

gible to hir, and that they are thus mutually resconsgible

Paul Aldlthaus save that Tuther never understands the

priesthood of all believers merely 1n the "Protestant" sense

Yelrmarp
Grivesg, T irth of e 1ait;
1062, v, 1. ilso see I..W. 38, 113.
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of the Christian's freedoi: Lo stand in a direct relationship

L

mediator. RBathar he consbtantly

to God without a hui

emphagizes the Christlan's evanzgelical authority to cowne

nefore God on hehalf of the brethren and also of the world.

Tne priesthood of all hellievers

imdividualiss but its exact oppo

corpmunity. The

eans "the cornere

Li5

of the ccorsunlty of sainltg.  Thus, Iuther

of a1l believers as the cordition

ity 1n the Conurch,

for the cstablishoent of @

It seens worth werntioninz here what B, L. Gerrish

agalust discussion of

Confegslon, wWhich had

—
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o
o
)
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o
=
o
O
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=
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1966) ,




T, ¥, Lindsay asserts thalt ILuther's teaching on the

priesthood of all believers 1s "the one grealt religious

principle which lies at the bagsis of the whole Reformation

- T4
[ iY - 5 L9 e A : - -
wovenent, " Cyril Eagtwood adds that the history of

Reforzation could be re-written ag the story of the extent

to which Christiang have understood and applied the doctrine
P . ) _ 37
of the priesthood of all believers.”
It ig Iuther's accorplighment that the cdoctrine of
the priegthood of all believers, which was overlooked for

cernturies, is brouzgnt to lizxht again,

&

made the doctrine clear, especlally comprehensive

s
=
)

in the biblical sgense,

to the High

fay!
=
r_).
¢}
1,
<
5
o
[}
o
vl

£ Christ: it is transmitbed to

helievers through faith. If ILuther's "justificaltlion by faith®

CJ.

gtates the believers' relationship to Christ, the priest

h ig The obligation and privilege of that

-3

relationship. The believer fulfills that obligation or

enjoys that privilege by his own falth-encounter with Christ.
This teaching elevates the status of the laity:; it

IUO'bS i, Iindsoy, op. cit., p. 44, cited in
B, 4. Gerrish, op. cit., p. 40E°

loly) . : o
{ fal cm g > ¥ 2l ! ™
See Cyril Bastwood, The Friegthood of all Zelievers
(London: The Zpworth Pres: 3¢ A% o T
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united them in the exercise of & priesthood which 1is common
to all beliscvers.

Put, it is to be pointed oul that this concept of
the vpriesthocd of all bellevers 1s not & Protestant inven-
tion, but a 3iblical category, which had an interesting
history before Iuther, arid has never been wnolly neglected

-

- . > 1 . ’3
in the Catholic tradition.”

o]

Pz

In the foregoing pages I wanted only to expose in
general what Iuther meant by his renewed conception of the
priesthood of all believers. A further reflection on
Tuther's discussions on the topic with his disﬁinotions

betweer the ordirary belicver who is priest hy virtue of

his faith and® the ordained or cosn priest (cleric),

and other such interesting points are reserved for part II

)

Wow, Tor The sake of a comparabtive comoprehension,

we bturn irmmediately to the teachings of Vatican I1 in order
to get a gencral view of what the Council speaks on the

priesthood of @11 helievers,

See E. ., Gerrish, "Priesthood and

11.istry in the
Theology of Luther", Church HMistory, TV (196%)

, Bol-lor,
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s

III. The Priesthood of A1l Bellievers in the Teanchings of

veticun II
teachings of Vatican II on the priesthood of all believers,
1t seems helpful to take a quick look at the over all
picture of the Roman teaching on the matter priOI to
Jatican IT.

In the Catholic faith according to & firr and un-
broken tradition, with an expllolt bagis in the Hew
Testament (1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Heb, 13 15-16; Phil..4:18; Roni.
12:1; Ap. 1:6; 5:10; 10:6), all the faithful are priests,
but the foundation of this priesthood is essentially
different from the special priesthood of Holj rders, 2
The early belief that all the faithful are prieslts since
they share in the prieslly anointing of Christ had.been

1
firslt treated by SU. Auvgus tlne (3 54~ 30) in his Civitate Deil YO

39
See X, J. lcHanara, "Iay Priesthood®,
Ineyclovedia, XTI (1967), =78-579,

40

Augustine iy the Tonatiasts that valid
baptiss consecra e€ the Christian irrevocably to Christ:
"Just ag we cawl ther all Christ (iholﬂbeu) because of the
mystical Chrigsa (Cﬁrl ma ), so algo all are vpriests by virtue
of the foclt that they are meuwbers or‘ Cnc, Prie eL” i

Civitate Dei, XY, 10; ¥, L. 41, 676 cited in &, o
""""""" es ; (New York: Panlist

_\l,:o See ?O]le’l‘ [ LT urne
22nd ed., (Rowe: Herder, 19
mutandus vel wmoLwr us esg

3 J._JJ..L( ﬂ] T Lr‘n J (8391 ILi
. E70 P vEEGUE e
us character in



St. Thomas Aguinas has explained how the faithful participate

L1

Chrigt's priesthood in different degrees.
The Council of Trent saw the RBeforrers renewing an

==

error that went back to Tertulliasn (160-220), denying the

existence of a grecial priesthood, conferred by the

Sacrament of Orders, with exclusive power to celebrate the
Bucharistic sacrifice., Thig led the Council of Trent to
condemn explicitly the view that ﬂ11 Caristiang indliscrizi-
ratsly are oprissts of the Eew_Testament or that all are
endowed with equal spiritual power. The Council of Trent

ugses the term "priest" in a restricted sense,. It is applied

0]

onl Lo Tthosge who h been called and ordained by a bishop.
The fourveenth sesgsion of the Council wh speaking on the

of Extreme Uncltlon says:

...the proper ministers of this sacrament are
riests of the church by whilch rame in

tha“ place are to be understood not the el

by age or hishest in rank among the people,

3

but elther bishops or priests rightly ordainsed
by bishopgs with the imposition of bhe hands of

the prlecthood

is sul venlan el rilitardil ordinen & rege impetraverlt,

oL
quia euwrden characterewr quo sibl satellites congregaret,
c¢esertor vit; aul propterea signa wutanca sunt ovibus,

3 21 o)
cur dominlco gregl soclantur, guia 1ils domlinlcusm signux
_]’:‘ . .L .

fugitivius servus lmpress

. S.7T. %a, 63,

2
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I onyoune says that The oriests of ths rvrch

. ..are not the priests who have been ordainsd

by @ bishop, bult the elders ijp.ench corn-

munity,..let him be anathena,

In sesgion bwenty-three, speaking on priesthood, the
Councll condemns the oplnion of those who agsert, "that all

Christiang, without distinclion, are priests of the lew
Testament, or that they are all interse endowed wilth an

IR~ T ] ) , .
equal gpiritual power..." " fThe Council excludes the idean

of the priesthocd of ful

‘pries

by

o4
MEeannyv

to all Christisns ag such
Cathelic teaching: the Councll stress

ertaining only

by <—’

vislole priesthood 1

legs than due recogrnition to the

only

trin of all hel

[

oclr

QL

P
AN

when i1t uses

X
IS

ore or 1le

e Heformers' teachlt.
idea of the priest-

ig excludea from the

sed externn

an

ilevers. But the tradi-

tiornal doctrine never dlsappeared and in modern times 1T has
cone again into prominence. The Papacy has played a najor

1c) Co1mcil of

‘““TOO TosTT

Rl

iR

YThid., v, 162 see Denz. 960, "guot 81 gul oxnes
Christiano& Dpronlgcue Hovi Tegtamenlti sacsrdoltes esse, aut
omnes pari irnterse potestate spirituali praeditos affirset.®

Il
3 "ifhe Council

().., e _-4<1H il’\ r 539« ::: LhQ '_lOJ.J
Titurgical S gy
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__I
|n

part in restoring this doctrine. Pius XTI d viced in his

nt expression of The “"royal" priesthood of the faith-

1922) that the Christian apostolate was an

\O
[\

ful,q‘ and Pius XTI (L947) in "iediator Dei" explained the

’ L6

doctrine in detall dealing with 1ts role in the liturzy.

-

F; wgain in 1954, dealt with the matteru7 stressing, that
there is dlfference, nolt only in degree,
betweern the prie Sthood of the faithful and the special
vriesthood conferred by Holy Crders. '
The Counclil of Vatican TII has presented us with a

g

deeper vnderstanding of The priestly character of the
people of God. It deals with the doctrine of the priest-

hood of all bellevers malnly in,

tic Consbtitution on the Church (I

jiNe] N s e .
HT]UW)I/ chapter two under the title ”yeople

of God",

g, . : , .
‘CActa fpostolicae Sedis (hereafter abbreviated as ALS)

, 6957 Ao in his encycliczl
ay ©, 1928: "The entire Chri
the OILWév of the lpostles rightly calls . chosen people, a
kingly priesthood...." See ‘The Church, ol I@”Chiﬂgs,
trans. B, O'Gorsan, (Boston: ST, Paul tﬁltiOﬂu, 1962), p. 460,

erentisglirus
n people also, whon

L6

ha
WS N
See X. J. Veiawara, op. cit., p. 579.
Lo ] ‘

dalter k. Abbott, ed., The Tocw
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(2) The same Constitution chaplter four “The Laity"
and
T r

(3) Decree on the snogtolate of the Laity

.
(Apostolican Aptuositatem)ﬂo

From 1ts very inception, 'The Council stresged the

councept of the Church as the people of God. It means, that

the Church - all its members, whatever thelr rank or their

!

function are in possession, basically and forever, of the

vocation to the priesthood of the Iord. Even those who be-
corme ministers by ordination, even bishops and priests of

the minigtry, have, outside the exercisge of thelr ecclesios-

iong, duties and responsibilities common to the

i . .5
whole people of Goa,Jl

tical func

Lt

This idett 1s exprescsed clearly in

one of the speaches at the COHBCJL:

2

Jesus Christ is the supreme and ebe rnsl
high priest., He hiwsgelf received a triple -

office from the Father: tTthe priestly office
& holy, the prophetilc

or tThe
office Tl f teaching, the kingly
office or the office of ruling. Jesug Christ

here and now in the Wdy:am by
riveg to makXe hiin share actively

in his roles of the priest, provhet agd king,

ran, who by hig baptism and confirma-

!
i
!
i
¢
4
b
:

(vew York: The Anerican Press, 1966), pp, 9-102., Hereafter
abbreviated ag Abbott; and the article numbers 1n each Const
tution will i ted

111 be irdicated in bhrackets after guotatlions,
0

51 -
“TSee Joseph arigue, The Priesthood of the Faithful
(¥ew York: Paulist Press, 1962), p. &4/
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Priest is a consecratbed
fer himself with hizm and in
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person, S 3

hin and through him.... This vrion of the

) layman with Christ the Priest reaches itg
eak wh shares 1in his eucharistic

it
=
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fhe- Constitution Lumen Gentiwe defines the veople of

God in biblical terms: "Those who bhelieve in Christ, who
1. . . Chrough the Word of the 1iving God (cf. 1 Pet.
1:24), ...from water and the Foly Spirit (cf. Jn. 3:5-6),

are Tinally established as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood,

v holy nation, a purchased people...are now the people of

God" (1 Pet. 2:9-10), (9) The term "people of God" refers

to the total comwunity of the Church, including the pasbors

ag well ag the other faithful, The formulation of the

ste to God his Father" (Apoc. 1:6; cf. £:9-
10) ont of this new people The baptized, by
regenaration and anointing of the Holy Spirit,
ted into a spiritusal house and &

are consecratsad

i 1To”ﬂh 11 those works
they can offer

es and proclaim The power of

them out of darknesgs into
(cf. 1 Pet, 2:4-10). (10)

Pl

en Genbiuvyr states that the people of God -

nave the privilege of exercising thelr priesthood.
Incorvorated into the Church through baplbiss,

"The k“luuunood of all tqc
{”"Tn’ﬂo—‘, ;
and Ward s 1G
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L8]

the faithful by baptismal
ch:nncter Lo the = e i the cult of
the Chr twﬂ religion.... Bound more
intin '~_ y Tthe Cnurch cru4unt
of Co ma Ll o! 1 y

Holy

, 1t points out how the people of God exerclise Thelr
priestly office:
- Taking part in the Hucharistlc sacrifice,
whi g the Tount and apex of the whole
fer

divine
elves along

And how they ghore in the prophetic of

The holy people of God shares also in
ist's prophetio 0f°106...bL6 body of
ol nointed ag they
: 0, 27), cannot

"}Oﬂg to the new
ore thils psop ,..3,
d urigue, is to be
whole world and must
O

421

that the purpose
1fillied ... God sent
inted helir of all Lniu;
X 't He wmight be Teacher,
King, and Priest of all, the Head of the
oo1ﬂ of the sons of God.
‘s Spirit
y . ig Jhu, onl he-
hurch and each and every
ieve, is the 11 cipile
Gy 7 Lo

9

of thelr coming
OCblor in the
in fellowshin....

~
T

Participation in the Uingship of

A

ag the

Christ 1s reg

fellowghin of 1ife, thereby bringinz wen of every natlion

into gpiritual union with oxne another "“., .-




Them citizens of & kingdom which 1s of heavenly and not of
an earthly nature" (cf, Jn. 12:36). (13)

The Chapter on The Iaity reasserts:

These ithful are by baptism rade one body
with PLS‘ and are established among the

peoolc of God. They are in thelr own way made
sharers in the oriestly, prophetic, and kingly
functions of Christ. (31)

The Comell repeats the same idea again in its Decree on the

Apostol

;
ok
o
o

The laity derives ght and duty with
respect to the apostol from thelr unlon
with Christ tThelr Head. Incorporated into
Chrigt's Iysgtical Body through baptiswm and
strengthened the power of The Holy
Spirit through confirmatlion they are...
consecrated into a royal priesthood and a
holy people (cf. 1 Pebt. 2:4-10). (

1

£y jed

3)

This docltrinal exvnoglition ig implemented 1in other decrees

LA Y

[oN
, . .. ; . e
the Council such as the Consitulion om the Sacred Iiturgy,-

. o y rl
tution on the Caurch in Lne Fodey o1l Yorld, -

+

the Tiecree on the Church'gmﬁidoior%ry Activity of the

[oli - = - . - £ ] »
Church, 52 the Decree on hcumeﬂlsu,J6 anc. the Decree on the

The teachlngs of Vatican IT on the priegthood of all

53 mbott, pp. 137-138.

by

SYipid., pp. 199-308.

55lp1@,, pp. 584-630.

. ““Ibid., pp. 341-360,
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believers ag far as we have disgcussed,; can be surn

thus: through the sacrament of baptism the whole Christian
veople participates in the unigue priesthood of Jesus Christ.

The -Church 1s a priestly people. Christians are, properly

-

speaking, priests. Sharing in Chrigt's priesthood, they
f s T 2 P K

(W]

(g el
-

teach, worship and relgn with hin. Quite simply, we can

means to be a priest., The priest-

H
o+
N
e
5

say that to e a Chris
hood, received in bapbisw and growing to maturity in
confirmation is Chris tianity. A Christian is a priest, a

nember of a priestly people., Every true act of a Christian

fte
s}
m
]
n
0]
0
<k
i__.
g
o}
¢
[ra
A
\f‘\
=
[_.1
0
N

heme of Vatican IT on royal
priesthood can be put in a syllogilsin:

hrist is priest, prophet, and king.,

The Churech igs the people of God who are incorporated
into Christ's nyvetical hody by baptisi and confircation; in
other words, the Church is Christ Lliving in His falthful,

Therefore, the falthful share with Chyrist His
priestly, prophetic and kingly roles.

This conclusion, in substance, 1s the sarne ag the one

[
R — .1 .
" See Gregory Daun, op. cibt., p. E.
5 Qg L. " -y, -

L M. Brungs, N Priestly Pecople (Hew York:
g pp. 100, wﬁﬁfwfﬁféb IRVARTAVESS e
: otal ristiasn priesthood
scramentally in beotiem and confirration,
i ]

\

F
C

(hristian life ig not expressed either in baptism and con-
irmation. These sacraments are just the beginning or initia-
ion o igtian life HﬂLCh calls for further growth and per-

p, 106,




we drew from The study of Luther's teaching on the priesthood
of all believers on page 10 abave,

It can be noted as the uapmistakable accomplishment of
the Counclil of Vatican II that 1t restored the priesthood of

all believers To a place of honor and it 1s exposed

biblical persvective. We can observe the first note worthy

®

conseguence of This perspsctive in the fourth chapter of the

Congtitution

By T i netitution holy church is
gtructured and governed by a wonderiful
aive 18 in one body we

rsitv. "For just as i

3 newhers, yet all the merbers have
not thea saae function..." ind 1f by the

”iSb sor.e are wide teachers,

of mysteries, and nh

others, vet all ghiare 1

h regard to the dizni:

on to all the fai
vp of the Body of Chr

beﬁ 1 o}
equnlity
j

The Lecree on the iHpostolate of the JTaity iwmplies

that every acltivity of the myeltical body, which is

towards the huilding up of LHG Kingdom of God, degerves to

sl
=

be called apostolate or priestly function: i
exercised in diverss ranners by all church merbers
oo o . L L LD =5 SV e BN FERNVERAY I 4 § W e L} Cow L i LA L4 L an e s L)
Thus the Christian mission of the faithful as
priests in the church and in the world 1g fully accepted
(even though o certain dualiss gtill persists),
1 1.9

The game decree stateg further:

fg Tthey "derive the right and duty with

See Abbott, b, 491,
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respect to the apostolate from thelr union

' with Chriest. their head...through baptism,...
they are agsigred to the apostolate by the
Lord himself." (3)

Tug the faithful ghare with Christ His
priesthood.

mward Schillebeecky gays that the whole Secord

t

.
.
Ve

1
Licon Councelil could be described as the declericalization

P

L

of the (atholic Church, though in its totality, this effect
cannot be said to have succeeded one hundred per cent,
61

fundanentally, 1t has gsucceeded in its initial stage.

Tus in these pagesg we saw, in general, how the

docurents of the Council of Vatican IT have explained the
priesthood of all believers. WYWe have had Juther's explana-

tion in general earlier. iow we pass on to a particular

study of thoge teachings in part 1T.

61 . X .

See HFdward Schillebeeckx, "The Friest and the People
God" in Spiritual Tife (Spring 1968), ». 21,

~
r
A,

Ol



PART IT

I. Baglc Agreerents

gimilarities and the differences which exlst in the
ueachings of Tuther and Vatican II on the priesthood of

all believers. I find That thelr expoglltion of the

¢octrine is glmilar in various aspects.

race some bibllcal reserblonces.,

Both Luther 1T use the same scripbural
pagsages as the basls for thelr elaboration,
1 Peter 2:9 seemsg to

and 1g often repeanted by bolth Luther and Vatican LT, Tuther

L o believe in Chri
ingse in Christ, ag 1 Fe
You are & cho qop rece, God'g o
priesthood, & priestly
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1

The constitution of Valican [T the Decree on the Apostolate

of the Ijalty says:

They are consecrated into a royal pri

and o holy people (see 1 Pet. 2:4-10)....(3)

In the same context along with 1 Pet. 2:9 bobh quote
Rev. 5:10 "Thou hag made a X!

Both make use of the gimile in Eph. 5:32 to explalin
the intimate union of the believers with Chwrist. Iuther
explaing:

.o« Che veneflt of falth is that

the goul with Christ .as a bride

with her bridegrcom., 3y Thig nys

the Apostle teaches, Christ drnd ghe soul
become one flesh (Iph. %:31-

Tikewisse en Gentlum s the gacramental uwnion that
"glgnifies and partakes of the uystery of that unity and

fruiviul love which exists bethven Christ and Hig Church

Thegse sources explain further the be

2
™o

and oneness 1 Christ, Quoting Gal. Iuther gayg:

.E,rqwg ginwilar expressions indicate our
onenas 1T 3 'E‘iSL -~ one loafl, one cup,
one bu ; : of his body, one flesh,
bone of his 1>ﬂo, arnd we are told we have
in cornoen with hirm (Rox. 8:32;

J

I
o
w
P
o
L p—l]
DN

O
S
-

Gentium




Both thesge quotgtlons equally
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uzalty with Christ by virltue of his falth; and as 1ts con-

Tuther gives &«

41so both Tuthe

i
)
o
w
pae
o]
=t
—
Q

the equality that exiasts

nrlet, the Church,

of the body of C

cite k. 16:16

the necegsity of falth ar aptis,  Concerniang this
elieveg and lg baptized will be saved™,

Ye who

- snabantistys and af

does 1ov

S0 this verse "”hoevﬁ‘ pelieveg®
corpel ug bto delberrine who haos fr
uvL'WLJ‘ 5 lt 1

congclence
aved he

))‘

1t lS uuf
/L,

-, 1
H
L

DD

ite attentlion to .ths
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They strecas the neccessgity of falth andéd vaptise. ILuther

_1
)
S,
—
mn
o]
-

alizng te prove thelr ingeparabillity
To explain the privileges and -functlorg of the

priegtly people both Iuther and Yabtican IT cite 1 Peter 2:Z.

lces acceptable To God through
e

ourselves, not gold or aniuals,

the same idea, that “"through all

those works befitting Christian wen they offer spiritual

S

Him wno hag called. thew

=

sacrifices and proclain the power o
out of darkness into His wmarvelous light (see 1 Pet. 2:4-.10).°
(10)

in they speak of tThe urdon in charity in spite

of the diversity of the prlQSuLV peonle in a sizilar
manner quoting Rom. 12:4-5. Tuther says:

"!nrough love he gervants of one another”,

izh the figure of the r the

L1 "&ches in Rom. 12:4-¢ and 1 Cor.
12:12.-27 the
healthy menbers

that sre wealr;, les
but on the contrar
ting vheir own hol

Turen bCﬂu]]f

£ oy 1y ¢
passage thus:




By divine institution Ho

structured and governed
diversity. "Ior just as
have many members, yet a

same function, s
body in Christ,

to one another"

not the
are one
members
Tux

Thus both Luther and

the text .,

sane

ly Church
with a
in one
1) mernbers }’) e
o we, Tthe na:
but se verﬂi

(Rom, 12:4- 2)

(3

Gentivie prove the same

eﬂ

] These are only a few of the wany but the sain
biblical resemblances, which one could see in Luther and
Vatican IT in thelilr exposition of the priesthood of all
believers. Luther and Vatican I1 appeal Lo the sane
Scripture textbts and interpret then ilarly. The above
mentioned ones are the central texts for both Imther and
Vatican I in their explanation of the priesthood of all
believerg,

(b) e Priesthood of Christ is the Foundation of the

Priesthood of All Fellevers
The gecond similarity is in the derivation of the
priesthood of all bLellievers frox the priesthood of Christ.
A8 Peter qguotes Tx. 1945-6 to write on the "royal
" (1 Pet. 2:9), Iuther also starts from the 0ld

Testanent.
co.1n the Gld Tegtament God congsecrated to
himself all the first-born raleg, The
birth rizht wag highly prized forxr 1t

: involved a twofold honor, thal of priesgt-
hood and that of kiqvqh‘p The firgt- -

AWV]

N



born brother was priest and lord OVSf
all others :h4 a type of Christ....”

Tuther bases his argument on the priesthood of Christ

After explaining the priesthood of Christ in The Freedom of

Luther adds how the bellevers share with Christ

How Just asg Christ by his birthright obtained
those two prerogatives, so he ilnparts thew

to and shares them Wwlith everyone who believes
in him.... Hence all of use who believe in
Christ are priests and kings in Christ...
Christ hag made 1t possible for us provided
we belleve in himx, Lto be not conly his breth-
ren,...bultb also fellow-priests, 9

So, according to Imther, the priesthood of Christ ig trans-
mitted to the believers through faith.

_Gentium follows the same procedure as that of

Tuther, hut in o wore elaborate warner proving that the cow-
mon priesthood of the failthful is & parviclpation in the one
priesthood of Christ, The Constitution states:

Those who bhelieve in Christ, who are reborn

ot from a perishable but from an J;pﬁfjﬂhéhl

geed through the dord of the living uu (cf.

1 Pet., 1:23)...are finally establis shed as "o

chosen race, o royal priesthood." (9)

Ts it not identical with Tuther's explanation? The ugage of

the phrases "a chosen race", and "a royal priesthood" do
signify the nal agpect of the priesthood of all believers
e
. LW, 3, pe 353 ’
9 n7 ] 2l 2
L.W, 21, oo, 354-350.
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Thirdly, ILuther and Vatican II agree in locating the

origin of the priesthood of all believers in baptism.

- Luther in his Appeal to the HAulirz Clasgs of Cer.an
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1ity sa

. s i . ; . - .
bag'ls}.”l“ and in his tract on the Consecration of Priests
"all “ﬁflst g are consecrated priests

through baptise and that they inherit thelr priesthood by

on the priesthood of all

Cyril Fagtwood

alsz are agreed that
7ith hisg Lord, The begin-.
, and the seal of this
ip i1g the sacramnent of bapltiss:
11l hellevers in & counon dignity,
alling, and a comwon privileze:
the heliever into true relation-

e

&
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Wid

Chris* through fait

the chapters on The People of God,

In

Lumen

10 .
See Supra. p. 12 and 13.
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and oinl The Iailty clearly say that the baptigec

gecrated into priesthood:

The bapltized, by regeneration and the
annointing of Tthe Holy Spirit, are con-
secrated into a spiritual house and a
holy priesthood. (10)

. These ””ithful are by baptism rade
one hody with Christ and are egtablivL,
" arong the vneople of God. They are.,.made
sharers in the priestly, prophetic, and
kingly functions of Christ. (31)

Tt
L.

Hans Kung explaing the point further

and recelving of the

spirit form the hasls of the

universal thood of all believers.

Hence, gay,..that by baptigm

in the received in faith all be- ' -
cY consecrated as priests.” '

Yves Congar adds: "...the priesthood of the faithiul
is connected in the flrst place.and principally with bap-
tiemal consgecration,

Thus Vatican I1 as well as Tuther look at bapltisa
ag the initiation of the faithful into their priegthood

in varticipation with Christ's priesthoecd and both base

their bteachings on the sgame scriptural foundation

j_Ll’ L
Hong KUY”; The Church, trans. RBay and. Rosaleen

ns.
Ookenden (ilew York: Sheed dnd Ward, 1967), p. 373.

18 - . .
Yves 4. J. Congar, The ILay People in the Church,
- foaY s

trang. Donald Attwater (Jost"injat r: Hewran Pregs, 1962),
v. 130, .

Ry
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ﬂtﬂlo@uolC supports ry conclusion. It states thus:

We were reasgonably cerbtain that the

teachings of our respective traditions

regarding baptlism are in substantial

agreeient, and this opinion has been

confirimed at this meelting,
1T, PFunctions of Bellevers as Priests

The teachings of Imther and Vatican II are alike
in thelr interpretation of the priestly functions of bhe-
lievers.

One can posge the following guestions to both
Iuther and Vaticen II. What is the concrete content of
This priesthood of all believers? Do they really exercise
priestly rights and functions? I1f they do, what are theyfs

Tuther's answer 1g found in his Freedom of a
Christian:

_ priests fowever,...as oriests
rorthy D before God to
: ‘@ and anotl .
a5, These ars tiong of priests, ...

Christ has rade 1t pos qluie for us....

Therefore we nay boldly coze t the pr

Ox God in spirit of fa1fh..,d cry Wibba, .

; heri " Pr\y for one ar <cand do all

“hwnxs which we gee done and foreshadowed in

the outer and visible works of priestﬁ.lf

and HWilliax . therans and

(ew York: ~ation&l
; ; states: "It was nobted th
of Trent and ol Comncord
things avoutl bxwt1~w and that contes
traditions affirss what hag been asserted in th
Ibid., p. 73.

)
X Cuu0011
t the Council
1

~the sare
in both
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and also from his tract On the Fisuse of the ilass:

4
L

The priesthood helongs
and ils "offlces"™ are
and proclanation of the G

Luther speaks about those funcltions wore precisely

in his treatise Concerning the Finistiy, which is an

exhortaltlion To the ZIohemian Christlians in 1523:

-
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the functions of & priest

. Lo teach, Lo pre 3

rd of God, to bap

adninister the Fuchal

oge sins, to pray for

crifice, and to Judge
ir

[
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@
O e

,
l

ers, to
. f all doctrine
its, Certaihly hese are splendil
wwal dutles, Bubt first arnd forenost
on wnlch everything elge ugpeﬂds, is
he teaching of the Word of God.*”
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The Constitution Lumen Gentiux speaks, 1in general, on

he faithful to exercise the fuanctions of Tthelr

into the Church through :
bdptlo t faithful are consescrated...
to the cger ge of Tthe cult of the
Christian religlon. (11)

Incorporated
h
I

iore explicitly, the counclil states in 1ts Congtliultion on

Cf)

iother Church eaxynestly e

]
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the fFfaithf ul be led to that L1, conscious,
and aclive pourficipabtion in Ii “’:'x*g};lornl
celebrations which 1s deranded he ve V

O “"
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nature of the Liturgy. Such
by the Christizn people ag a

g
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TTB. Al Gerrish, op. civ.,p. Loc, ITtalics are mine,
19

LW, 40, p. 21.
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9; see 2:4-5),
eagon of thelr

The above mentloned quotavions are rather the
introductions of Iuther and Vatican II respectively of

1
I

og on the functlon

g

iy

teace

very outset Iuther clearl. ¢ isas the functions of the
priests, while the Constitubions of Vaticarn II make an
earnest appesd to the priestly peonle Lo exercise thelw

priestly funcltlons.

of the priesthood of the falthful, ¥hile Luther says "a
priests we are worthy to do all the furctions of priests

el

w2

their

the

Biown on Tthe facred Liturgy asserts thet 1t "is
their visht ard duty"™ by rengon of thelr bapltisw, Iuther
alaso ugesz the saue expression and duty" as he

erates and explairs those funclic vhich I give below,

o

e, that of the gtry
ervefore, 1s co o all
ig ig clear, f wnat I
i, and frow 1 2:9,
yrlesthood T ou i

o it
oo

Qu

erfTul deeds of who
of ¢arknegs 1in S

r s .
Ttall are

cs



marvelous 1ight”.21

Iunther explaing that Pever nol only gives thewn the

al

right, but the command, To declore the wonderful ceeds of

.g nothing else than to preach the Word
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of God. Fe also quotes Paul's words 1 Cor. 14:16, "Bach one

of you hasg & hymn, a lesson, a revelatlion, &

-

interpretation." And further on: "For you can all prophegy

one by one, go that 2ll way learn and all be encouraged"

(1 Cor. 14:31)., Imther concludes that “"These pagsages very

3
5\

strongly and clearly corroporate that the wministry of the

i B V1

Hord 1s the highest ofTice in the Church, that it is unique
and belongs to all who are Christians, not only by right but

by command, Indeed, 1t is not
. ) VR : .

unique and commson to all."**  He asserts agoin "thatlt a

Christian not only has the right but also the duty to

the Word of God; and he failgs to do so at the risk of his

0 all and thalt 1t ig the iaportant priestly office,

2lp,9, bo, p. 21.

12, cited in
ng . Bobert .
- o] 7

), D Jl;,
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paul Althaus the priesthood of all

that they have the right and duty to confess,

helievers wuc

t?y office.

e

preaching of the word within the church to those, who have

O

been called through the communliby ard per;its arn individual,
who hag not been called, To preach publically only in
genuine rmisgslon territory or in time of troublé when the
called teancher falls or ervs. Within these lizitations, all

have beser called Uo proclalm God's word to one another., The

possesses the power and the unlinited

such preaching

to the

hierarchy and the 1aity is given in the teachings of

Jabtican IT1. Concerning the conisunal agpect of the teaching

"fhe holy peopla of God

ffic (12),

teaching and nresching

is not on 1\7 thirou
I‘UL c‘_‘_g the laity,

puUrpose

See Prul fllthawus, op. cit., p. 315,
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ard grace of

ther understanding of the f ¢
16-10), so

3}
gpeech (cf. scts 2:17-18; iApoc.

that the power of the gospel night shine
forth in Lb§11 dally social and

life. (BR)

Hans Kﬁng explainsg the implications contained in this
tenching of Yatican IT thus:

D

eaching of the Word of God is

. The pr
entrusted to all, not just to a few:
"But you are...a royal priesth ooé.,.that
you may oec“ﬁve the wonderful deads of
him who called you out of darkness into
his marvolous light" (1 Pet. 2:9). This
preaching is performed not ornly in good
conduct (1 Pet. 2:12) but also in words:
"Always be prepared to make a defence to
anyone wno callg you To asccount For the
hope that is in you" (1L Pet. 3:15). The
referernce to darknegs arnd light recalls
the saying of Jesus at ﬁathew 5:14, which
also refers to all helievers "You are
the light of the world."... T e primary

L

I\)

“V teaching of

ffice Vatlican 11 reans, not only
preaching but also the obher means of spreading the Word
of God. That is why in the above q)OL)[lO‘ we see "the
power of the Gogpel nmusat shine forth in their daily social
and family 1life", Also ILuasen Gentium exvects that “"they
Ta ¢ world for the seed of

cll:
will better prepare the
the Word of God". (36) The Leorce _on_the &
06 e ¢ SESTNREL

ot the means preaching
aiching office:

The very tegstimony of their life, and
goocd works done in supernatural spirit,
have the power To draw wmen to belief
and to God. (6)

Mug the usage of the term "LO"ChlP office”, heare,

)
hag a broader sersge in Vatlican 1L than in juther.



desciples
of salvation
i fcts 1:8;

command which
is bhdb of ﬂr
5

This explanation of Klng is more in agreerent with
£ Tuther.

Gentiun acds that “"The body of the faithful

ag a whole,..,., cannot err in matters of belief." (12) Thus,
what Newman called the “"sense of the failthful", which means,
the faithful as a whole tear witness to the gospel, 1is

- [o
recognized by the Counoil‘47

and at tlwes they
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Also the Council, 1like Iuther, sbtresses the

worhance of

ang Vﬁnf, op. cit., p. 375. This
there is such =@ TLEUV S?Mvorﬂs in the Yew
ahout thirty 4di to degcerlbe the
preaching: wnounce , - praach,
explain, confess, charge
etec. Tne :ﬁnd- of vreschl:
eachh and mtribution tow:

preaching

50n0l11c,

8, ‘V'\( lTe T'




The a@lnistry includegs pastorsd
catechetics, and all other Chri

a
instruction, among

7 Jg which the 11u
. “horily QMoblé have an exceptionsl place. (24)
Luzen Gentiumw while speaking on the duties of the

iests says that “"They are consecrated to preach the

gospel® and again that they are to "“arnounce the divine
word to all". (22

Fore explicitly, the Decrese on the Ministry a

Life

j@n

fmg

of Priests qLﬂLos
Since no one ca
believed, priests.
duty the proclamati
to all. (&)

1 e saved who has ﬂot i
¥ have ag thelr prima
i the gospel of Goc

first
Ty

<

-

These pagsages are given applying to the ministerial

oriests. Put what [ wanted to point out is the irportance
they attach to the preaching and in that respect they are
gimilar to Luther's stress‘on preéching.

To guwr up this point,-we can state that both Iuther

rd Jatican TI perfectly agree that all are called tc preach

the Cogpel and it is the important priestly functlon.

pmiveness of

Iuther gpeaks of these three functions in terms of

igpect in his

the minigtry of the Yord and in its

treatise Concer

Le _LYI.LSLI "]

.

"In bapbizing", says Luther, "we prof
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death and sins. It is never disputed that every Christian
hag a fﬁmdamental right to haptize. From this Luther corn-~
cludes that when wonen baptize, they gxercise the funcltion

of priesthood legitizately, and that they do it not as a
private act, but as a part of the public ministry of the
Cguroh which belongs only to the priesthood. By saying

that they do 1t not asg a private'act, but as a part of the
public ministry the communal agpect of the sacrament is

stresged .

With regards to the Lord's Supper, Luther holds

that “"this function, too, like the priesthood, belongs to .

all"™, becouge "Chrigt at the Iast Supper said, 'Do this in

=

thoge then present and to  those who in the fubure would

]
20

P

£
o

by

be at table, to eatl this bread and drink this cup.m

ig included in

o

further argues that the Lord 's. Supper to
the winigtry of the Word bLecause of the fact That the
Hvangelists and Apostles seldom ke mention of the
Tucharist, and on the other hand, they ceaselessly emphasize

e

haptiocn, 18 conferred on all, then it can rightly be xain-




conferred, even 1f there be no
Forgiveness of sing i1s otherwise called the Power

of the Heys. "The Xeyg" says Luther, "belongs to the whole

Church and to each of its members, both as regards their
. . \ 31 . .
avthority and their various uses.' He gives the reason,

18:15-18 conferring the power

=
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that the words of
were addressed nolt only to the ALpostles, but certainly to
all brethren. Thus he stresses the communal aspect of the,

power of the Xeys. Also he adds: "As we have declared

and to loose 1g nothing else than to proclain and to apply

37
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an exercise of the
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Thug T
winistry of the derd and it belongs to all Christians
accoraing Lo ILuther.

Paul Althaus explains that the forgiveness of sing

is one fForme of preachinz God's word to each other, the other

-

foris being the actual preaching by the appointed ones, and
others, each one, taking care of hig brother with consolation

of the word which he needs in his trouble. Thus all have

seen called to proclalm God's word to one anovher. The

23-23,




e

comrunity as a whole posgesses the power and the_unlimited
authority and dulty of such preachlng. For Iuther, the
greatest good which the comwmunity possesses is that for-
giveness of sins is to be found in it. The third article
of the Creed says "1 belleve thalt the forgiveness of sgins
15 Lo be found in this cormunity and nowhere else'. "The

33

whole Church ig full of forgiliveness of sing".

The cormunal aspect of Baptism, the Hucharist and
forgivenesgs of sing, as Althaug explains, has been gltressed

by Iuvther. Thils aspect ig important in Tthis comparative

gtudy becouse 1V 1s in this respect that the teachings of

Yabtican 1T wost cleosely agree with Luther., The Constitution

on the Sacred Iiturgy regards Sacraments as "communal

celebrations involving active participntion of the faith-
ful™ (27). viLiturglcal services are nolbt private functions,

but are celebrations of the Church." (26)

The fundamental right of anybody to adwminiater :

baptigs in the Church's nace has never been questioned,

th regard to The ILord‘'s Supper, the Consltitution on the

Sacred Titurgy says that the rule, "to make provision for

comzunal celebration involving active participation of th

““tee Paul Althaus, ovn. cit., pp. 315-317.
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which is outside the scope



faithful, applies with special forc

sags," (27) so that
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today, in The celebration

"the priest who says the
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perfor: thege three actlons is addresse

not just to a few gselect versons, but to
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Here we are
of 1rndividuals to adiinister gocranents, The sizmilarity I

find here between Iuther and Vatican 11 ig only that they

they esglbablish that the furndarental right and dutly

of admrinisbtering the sacraxents res

(¢c) Offer Spiritunl Sacrifices

Tuther points out whalt Felter co:
that "we offer spiritual gacrifices accepbtable to God
that "we offer spyplritusl gacriflces acceptable to God

throuzh Jesgus Christ, that is, ourselves.,.." He gifliras
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than that which is gsacrilfl

o all, the sacrifice too

wmugt be ore pertaining to all., kow gince there can be only
gpiritual sacrifices in the Church, as Pebter says, that ls,
stich a8 are 1o spirit and in truth, they can be offered
only by one who ig spiritual, that is, by a Carisvlan who

ny
has the Spirit of Christ,o! Cyril Bastwood explaing, that
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s »ade on the grounds

-

fifering of each Christian
of sharing in the priesthood of Christ, This ldentification,

d through faith in our Lord's sacriflce

Ly

which is efiec

enriches the meaning of the Iass." 1In support of his

s

explanation fastwood points out, that the idea 1s lucldly
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Eigh Priest hiwsel
Paul aug concludes that in the final analysis
Christian's priestly gacrifice is nothing else than

Christ's nwn sacrlfice. Fo: life of ristisng 1is
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Chriset's 1ife. ALl sacriflces through which the community
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sacrifice which took plzce once, bubt is yel everywhere
pregent, which cannot be repeated but lives on in the
reality of the cowmunity.-
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“Cyril Zastwood, The Boyal FPriesthood of the
(Tondon: The #pworth Press, 1963), p. 141,




connectéd to the unique Sacrifice of Christ:; secorndly,
aninmated by the splrit of Christ, each one can offer up
his own gufferings that may occur in 1life, in his inter-
personal-relationshio, Thej are the sgpiritual sacrifices
which are to be offered up in and through Christ.

. These are the two points which the Council of
Vetican I1 also mentions in its texcnw*gé regarding the

offering of gpiritual gacrifices.

different ohrases Lo explain the furnction of offering
gplritual sacrifices. First, it shows the Chrisbian'g
connection with Christ's unique sacrifice saying,
faithful Jjoin the offering of the Bucharist

their royal priesthood." (10) OCr agaln: "Taking part in’

which is the fount and apex of
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bhe whole Chrigtian 1ife, fh gy offer the divine Viclinm
Godt, arnd offer therselves alonz with it." (11) Secondly,
the Constitubtion speaks of the helievers' gelf oblation by
self-denic] and active charity: "They likewlse exercise
that priestnood...by the witness of a holy life, anc by
self-denial and active chariby" and through &)1 the "works
befitting Chrigctian men they can offer spiritunl sacriflices,"
Finally, 1t urgeg the faithiul: ”TLe“gfore all the
digelnles of Christ, persevering in prayer and pralsing

God (see dets 2:42-47), should present thers LV‘” a8

1iving sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God ( see Ron,12:1). (10)
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Hans Kung has agunented this by clalwing that the

priesthood of «ll the believers is expected to nelre
spiritual sacrifices, sacrifices wrought by the Soirib:

".o: & holy prie Lhooo to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 2:3).
fccording to Paul, the Christian rust offexr The "sacrificial

offering of faith" (Phil., 2:17), and the service of love as
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a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleagl

%)

to Godv (Phil., 4:18).,

Thus,

worahip in a gancbuary, but worshlp in i

widet of everyday 1life, the lovinz gervice of God. -Thig is

the practlcenl sacrifice of the priesthood of all telievers.

* Talat

Thug the priestly funcltlon of offering spiritunl gocrif
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Tuther agka the faithful "to pray for one another!:

S ER
1niercession

"Po pray for others is to go between

A des .

of God, which ig befitling Christ only and all his

J

brethren," Since, "Chrigt gave the Lord's prayer to all
hig Christisns'" and "since we are cormmanded bto pray for
all, certainly all are equally commanded To function as

For Imther, CLristﬂs priesthood ard the Christian's
vriesthood Delonz tomether asg reconciling faith in Christ,
Christ being the wediator batween God and
being umitgl with Christ by failth, he could stand directly

hefore God. Fe has recelvzsd authority of subghtitubtion in

Chrisv, ™ That is why the functlon is one of

This ig carried out by "praying for one ancther,"

1

Just as Iuther

i L >

to pray

-

by prayer" (10) and further, exactly like Ifunther, it

<

aagerts, that the peonle of God ig the one wedlator with

¢ present to us in Hls Soty, which 1is

the Church (the people of God), is the one hediator.” {(14)

cit., o, 31%.



condiltion for wediation

L: "boldly c:

the

and &1l those vwho cry in gvirit

; ; ’ ; ARe
thelr prayer and they aloue are priestg.v™’

4-1q 2 &8 e MY S T 47
this dden of Iuther, lLunen

for a direct acesas to Cod

18

not egual to Luther's im coime poldly to the

~ ] &y i) 1 P R i ey 1 e
Gol. ,..and cry '‘ibba, rFather! ;

e

2T ! i

s
51, me 355y 20, w. 31,




writes, "His anolintin
everything" (1 John 2
put it briefly, a Chri
about what he ought au

_I M,I')eo
/) that
stian 1s

] ought

you aboeout
ig, to

S0 Cert E
not belie

1y

that he will even die, RF at least be
prepared to die for it. ™"
ITuther takes for granted the inerrancy of the

Christian conscl

ence in npatters of

of Iuther, as we have pointed
"the right of private judguent

e intervreved

hood meang "the cong.:r'ega
In this comaunal

convictlion very sicilar €

T™e holy

ly People o
Carist’

nrophebl

S

in its commurnal

tion'",

O

ou

Taith, This

g

teaching

£

t above does not mean

on the contrary, it isg to

S for hix the priest-

sense, iLumen Genltlux states &a
Tutherts:
God. ghare also in

T
c

office...

Tho Lody

of the falthrful as a whole, anolnted. as
they are by “he Foly Cne (cf. Jn. 2:20, 17)
cannot err in matbters of beliel. Thanks

to a superns b’I’iI gense of faith which
characterizes the People as a whole, 1t
wanifests this unerring quality when,

"frow the bishops down to the lasgl menber
of the 1aity," it shows universal agreement

1
worals. (

in matters of falth and
thus Tather and Vatican IT geer Lo be alike in Thelr Cteaching
on the inerrvancy of the Christian people as a whole in the
watters of their beliedl.
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bs the exercise of the

to the officially called and appolinte

ministers., In Tthe Freedom of n Chrigtian, 1t ig gaid:

the Church he wrlites:

spect
non one

vy the

ise Concernline

e

Chriligtians
or glnce
inmg to
Te Chirigtiang,
no 1s own

ey
o




 the Church.
In tiwe of ST ETI0T ch ray it as he

Hence,

Gemblime

TSI
Wy

carey oun
the whole
the Church

the expregglion

LA

'

own way'" and evidently 1t iwmplies,. that
there are other ways of sharing the priesthood of Chrigt
and other parts in the iisslon of the Church. They are
the'other wayg" and the "other parts", in fact, set apart
for the ordained p:ies“S‘JO

which

AT CILY

< about Ghi
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Thus both ILuther and Vatican IT make demarcation

functions of the priesthood and keep reser

nted or the ordalned ministers.
30, ag far as we have compared - the teachings of
Inther and Vatican I on the priegthood of all believers,

wa have seen theilr convergence in different points. They

agree corpletely in thelr sbarting point, that the priest-
hood of all bhelievers is a participation in the priesthood
of Christ and that 1t originates in baptisi., They subgtan-

Fal

tially agree in desceribing the v nctions of the priegthood,

and they are factually siwilar in setling apart the actual
=inlsterial gervices regerved for The specially appolinted

in this area) agree with the

signif]

contclusion at which we have arrived, Quoe

-3 o)

o o e oy -y - S P - ny "1 - 6] T 2 H bt
fastwcod stateg: "Protegbtants algo regard the Royal

Priesthood ag a functional participation in the triple
1

_‘3

ffice ¢©

But the continuabtion of iasgtwood's remarks run thus:
Yet the Christian's role in Catholic
theory ls largely passlive because of
his dependence vpon the various func-
tiong of the hierarchy.-*
The Boyal Frie thood of the

;pworta Presgs, 1906

Ibid ., p. 174-155,
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he light of vatican

ion in Christ's Ctriple office

Lerarchy, can no longer

II. For the (Council,

faithiul of their

"in their

]

- and entrugts

the clergy

to "carry out thelr own part’

gpeclfi the active role of the

are colled in a special way
wrch present and operative
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7urther layen have the
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1ingt Dastwood's rerark Tthal the Christians' role

Fm

is dependent on the special priesthood of the hierarchy,

walter abbott comments

The lay apostolate according to some earlier
concentiong had beern lizited to the co-
operatlon of the 1laity in the avostolic
tasks proper © hierarc! The present

docunent

i 2
- Lecree on the Apostolate of the jaity, make
i€ clear that while laV" 1 "1”1V
aassist in the bleJLCh1011 aoohb be ¢

aboratorg, hc term "lay apos

=y

there by God s¢
i proper funct
i

.

= L 2l

io
of the uoq:e

A
led by tThe Sy
work 7or the sancth
in, 1
n
o
(X

n

i
he manner of
involved

frov with

The layins S cel
affailrs of every sort.
special tagk to 111u
affaire in such a way
gtart out, develown,

to Christ's "Jﬂd,.ﬁ.

Here and throughout the constitution Lumen CGentiun,

paing are taken to dispel The comron wisgconception thatl

the laity are in all regsveclts subject to, and deperdent
‘upon, the clersy. On the contrary, the Constitubion teaches

that there is & mutuval relatlionship of support between the

. v
laity and clevrgy.—-

Abbott, op. cit., p. 59, footmote 167. .Italics are
mine. bkt



8o HEagtwood's rerarks Thal the lalty's functlonal
role lg largely pasgsive and that 1t is dependent upon €
functionsg of the hierarchy, 1s not so correct in the sense

that the layrmen's vole is alwaysg subject to and dependent

the functionsal role of the hierarchy. What we can

<
o
o]
o
e

-

agsert ié that each has its own role and their roles are
related; that relationshlip 1g one of mutuval support according
to the teachings of Vatican II. It is at this point that

che teachings of Yatlcan 11 on the priesthood of all

bellevers differ frow the views of Luther on the matter,

i'fecf1 the

of Tthe Cle

prieathood of Christ, and that all hellevers have priestly

functionng.,  &l1lso we saw thalb there ig a derarcation for

[y

the priestly functlons of the believers: Luther sets apar
gnie chosen and appointed ones, ag the actunl functionaries,

whoir he preferred To call "miristers™. vVatican I1 meakes



the demarcation, setlbing apart certain functions for the ones

who are traditionally called the ordained priests, or the

56

hierarchy.- The role of ILuther's Y"winisters" and Roman
atholic "priests" is what 1s usually called the ministry in
the Church,
We are not treating the uministry here. What concerns
ug, in this thesis, is to find out how Iuther and Vatican II
relate the priesthood of all believers to the role of the
clergy or the ministers.

For Iumther, there is only one.priesthood in the
Church: that ig, the priegthood of all believers. There
ig "no other priesthood®, says Luther, "than that which the
laity~ possesses”.su That reans, there is mno speclal
priesthood for the wministers., The priesthood that the
ninisters possess 1g Jjust the priesthood of all believers:

nothing rore. The priestly functlong which they do are the

[

TIncluding both Iuther's “"appointed ministers" and
Rowzan'g "orcdained priests“ I will be using & counwmon term
"clergy® or "ministerial priests", and their role as
‘ulllstrv“ to distingulsh 1t from the priegthood of all
believers '

57 Vatican I1 uses the ters laitly to mean all the
baptized bellevers except those who are in holy orders
(priests or otherwise called clergy) (lunern Ge hulU_ 31).
¢ufhbr also uses the term laity here in the so ag
votican IT, to mnean all the believers exceplt those who are
the winisters or otherwise cu11 ad the clergy.

L. 40, p. 34,



very same functions which all believers could do: nothing

more or nothing different.

Tuther declares:

fere we take our stand: there is no other
ﬁord of God than Tthalt which is given all

Christians to proclaim, There ig no other
baptisrt than the one which any Christian
can bestow. fThere 1s no other rewembrance

of the Lord's Supper than that which any
ian can observe and which Christ has
inqtltuted, There is no other kind of sin
than ich any Christian can bind or
loosgse., 'There 1g no other gacrifice than
of the body of every Christian., ¥No one
hut & Christian can pray. §No one but a
Cth !1an may Jjudge of doclrine. These
estly and royal office.nY

If it is so, there arises the guestion: What is the need

oft & gpecial rinigtry? Luther gives the angwer that 1%
for the sake of order among

Otherwise, there might he shameful

confugion among the neople of God,
and o Kind of Babylon in the Church, where
everything should be done in order, as

.
the Apostle teanches (1 Cor. 14:40).
Ard ge, in fact, "thoge whon we call priesbts are really

rinigters...chosen by ug, They fulfill their office in

our name, The priesthood ig nothing but a winistry."

"Gt this account," gayg Luther, "I think 1T follows Tha
we rnelbther can nor ought to give the name vriest to tho

=

.
LS

N

L.y, b0, pp. 34-35.
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who are in charge of wWord and sacrament among the people."

According to B. A. Gerrish, Iuther's clain, here, is that

s

to the comwpon priesthood, Christians

Ko

the minlsters the duty of proclzimi

- Therefore The ministers actually are the appointed
functionaries of the priesthcod of all believérs, Thig is

how Iuther relates priesthood and wminigtry dccording

writings of the years 1520 and 1523,

Roran sacrament of oxd lnal

attacks the
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laity, In 1225 ILuther confronts the probles:

whien there is no bishoyp

congregacion

s, and to call,




6 I

To suopport his argusent he guotes 1 Cor. 14:30 ezplaining
that faul bidg any Christian in cage of euzergency to gtand
up without & call. 1In the sare year Luther repeats the

arswient to the Tuggite Church in Sohemia. 3Sut in 1532 in

ot Purtvive Freacherg, addressed

any drunk froxn the tavern wmight chize iwm,.." Herce Luther

rTeanpesrs

the orlegthood of all believers plays

fal - -1
1 v

or

Ters arises the questlion whether,

gpecinl winigtry rests on the coxmon priesthood or on 4

nutios. There are Tvo ways of lnter-
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one wnich ewzphosizes the cowmaon prie

the foundation of gpecial rministry and the other which

emphasiz

certain priority over the ministry

tains o

enouzh 1

ce

stion 1tself depends on

a direct-divine ingtitution of the sgypecial

ig, the latter argueg that the existence of

ig prior to the cosron prlesthood in

uestion strictly pexr-

P

T the nministry which is beyond the scope

thesis, Ly purpose here is Just To point outb

ig such a problew, and so, ILuther isg not clear

a3

r hig theolozy in correlating the priegthood and

e & a2 Fe
ANLSUIY .

one arngver

ilegsue fr
aunvhoriz:

.
exercLse

sehlinys of Vatlican IL, on the other

Latry 1s 5 -lWJGLCT1J7 priesthood . Through the

sacrazent of orders, so-me Christisng are singled out to

¥

gpeclial ministry arorng a priestly people, a

(O35

2y
<

However, btased on the subject *‘=-at’be“
]

Ibid., . 403,

r of thig thagig
hug:  the sinistry doeg net
g zh 1T derivesgs 1te
"uther, the
ns rests on divine
,siow, or consent" of
cit., pp. 408-409

can be sungeste t

the cowion :)"L“] esgTrnood ag




ted by a new, & gpeclal way of sharinz in

o

ninistry constitul
the priesthood of thlSu, The priesthood conferired by the
nt of orders 1s called the ministerial or hierarchical
priesthood: 1T 1s related to the baptls;el priesthood of

.believers precisely as service, This hisrarchical

o

Ny
)
1=
|l

priesthood is to serve the Christian people in such a way
that they may exercise thelr own baptispal priesthooé wore
intensely, i.e., that Christiasns becowe uwore effective

g and worshloppers and serve the kingdow with greater

21
6 Q ~ . o i . g . -
power. -~ One of the Councll speeches enumerates the rela-

teache

tiong which Christ sel up between the unliversal priestl
and the winisterial priesthood. They are:

To enable the layman to fulfill his priestly,

N
-

prophetic and kinzly office, Jesus Christ gave

then the right. bO be supvorted, btaugnt and

ruled hy the officers of the stcred hierarchy.

AN
-
5
-
=
o

Iigh Friest hiwgelf works in the priestly
minlstry of the hierarchy so that the layman
may have accesg to the eucharistic sscrifice
and to the sacraments throuzh The proohe
minliagtry entrusted To the Hierarchy.

3. Jegusg Christ opens to the layran a sure path to

an authentic knowledzge and a deeper investlga-

-

1z, "The Find

iy
s Do Do

‘See Gregory 2au
The Fouwenlist, IV (196%)
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EER)

tion of the truth of Tthe Gospel bhrough the
kKingly P‘Aistry of tﬁe sacred Hierarcay.
L, Jesus Christ does not leave laywmen orphans in
difficult task of renewing all
things in Christ hut returns to give then
.69
couraze and Jjoy. -
varique points out that st. Paul in this
clear-cut distinction in 1 Cor. 3:9: "For

God's helpers:  you are God's tillazge, God's bull-

o

Lumen Gentlwa clearly states the relation:

H
R

one ano'ﬂbr in
n degree, the comsor
ful and the ministeria
are n0ﬁetaelebs
@ An its own special
tHE "6He priesticod
rial priest Ly the
woldsg fi,iﬂd_ “["U_leS e
in wmerson of Christ,
; the Zucharistic Sacr;fioe, and
offers 1t to God in the naue of all the peo
For their part, the faithful Joln in the
offering of the Eucharist by virtue of their

i-

royal priesthood, (10)
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A commentory of the above text is given recently

b?bUbLOUlS Sacerdotaelis. Ib states:

68

A1lle Joseph ne Smed T, a

¥inz and
ondon: Sh

11

gee Joseph llarique, ™e Priesthood of the Maithful,
ki Faulist Press, 1902, H 22T "
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one game Body of Christ which al
are called to build up" (Presi y
Crainis, 9).

priesthood of all the bantized

or, and reqguires for its completion,

. 72

the rministerial priesthood of the ordained clerzy. 3¢,
fugustine aptly apolies voth kKinds of priesthood to hinm-

elf: "For you I ai o bishop bul with you I am a Carisbian.
The former ig & €itle of duty: the latter, one of grace,

- 2
The former is a danger: the latter, is salvation".

the 1ig

=l
o}

H

o
T

2] in the former's having ¢ pb,uliar

.‘ to the priestly work of Christ, the
Holy One of God, then within the sacred
people of God there are Lﬁoqe who in respect
To their office have & holiness which setvs Them
apart from other Cﬁri_tjars, JUdt as the
funCamental CJPLJVLQH consecravion, bapbtlamn,
gets all the Dbaptized apart from the rest of
sen as the "holy ﬂd[LOu, God's oun people,

Jpviously, the »nriegst's congecration 1s .not

iamnentalls Institutionls Sacerdotalis

Tot Press, 1970), pp. 1)~1;. “iotes in

Pregbyvteroru: Ordinis is the nane
try and 1ife of Priesls, cited

O }*’U jglnl

wugtine, "Seri,," 340, 1: cited in Walter
Y ,
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10711,
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281}

are btime without overlapping each other's
and they do cowmplenent each other. This is
gsaygs: "They are in Thelr own way" -
way g the ministerial priests "made sharers
roonetic, and Xin £ Christ",

121y funcltliong o

“they corry oubt their own purb" -
of the oxdained priests - "in the

(31)
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Tuther, as we 82l1d above, the ministers are mere funchbiona-
riecg of the priesthood of all believers, something like
ends for the body; for Vatican IT the minisbterial priests

are ordinaries, like the hesd to the body. Head has a co-

apaclty which the hands have not.

In ILuther's teachinzg the functional vparticipation

in the triple offlce of Christ 1s throuzh a single

ip which is entered invto by faith.
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it is not subjected to or related to any priesthood save
that of Chrigv,
LHecording to the view of Vatlean II the functional

participation in the priesthood of Carist 1s entered on by

Ty gacramental 1lncordora-
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sinilsterial priesthood complerentcs the oriesthoed of

falthful, They differ in grade and in essence, 3But both
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Therefore the
The ministerg' prisgthood is the game as Tthat of the falth-

ful. There is no difference in grade or in essence as 1t

stregseges also a povwer of the sacramernt of orders:

is Ingbitutionis
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By this power the pri:stlj or hierarchic
ministry differs frowm Cthe general priest-
hood of lhe Falthful not only in degree
but esgentially. TFor tF ouvh the faithful
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Thus the ordained priests, for Vatican II, are

of the Word, celebrants of the sacramental 1i

shepherds and leaders among the people,

So, in short, the very hasic difference between

and Vatican I1 1lg that ifuther deniesgs the gasicramein-
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he Torezolng pages we have endeavoured to find

of Iuther and the documnencs of

11 Fastwood surmmarizes Luther's

: ang share in Christ
rigtry, they are all pri
¥

others. RBvery Chiistlan nay of

sacrifice of himgelf, may pray and

may

which belung to him as & w
congregation, All this he

none
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egs 1t by theilr

by sharing in s to

priesthood 1g inward and splri

e ig no other priesthood in the
1

agity ard ig God's giflt to

fOJﬂc' 1050

priesthood; his calling 18 confirre
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D?OLW Lned and

Chur

FPanul

Faul

charged with speci
he is opublically
A“ﬂissiamed by the
hig way he becowes

ch, and in
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tual and
New
ig a
Church

a by‘ the
al dutles.
recognized,
whole

in St.

's phrass "servont of all" (1 Cox. 9),1

Dabin giveg a sumwary of the Catholic stance

(Tondon:

1

“Cyril East
Epworth Press, 1960), pp. 45-

wood, The Priesthood of
e
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51 Priegthood is & functlonal
pation, both individual and
. ive,...in the trlo]e OiflCP of
Christ as King, Priest, and Prophet:
entered on by Baptismal incorporation
into Christ: Derfeotec in Confirmation
and gymbolized by The charissation:
aibrle with the S&CIdﬁeﬂt&l
he Christian: adﬁitting
various acts of worship
d cui : CT“QLl“ﬁ for him various moral
and religious obligations: all without
prejudice to the special priesthood of
- the hierarchy within the Body.”

identifi
! 9

If we compare the contents of those gtatenen

ﬁ

elther sicde they seenw to agree except in the ratter of

e

sl
x

the hilerarchy.

ot
5
o

speclal priesthood o

that Bastwood wrote in 1960 exvlaining the meaning

1A
of the priesthood of all belicvers, refleclts the spirit
of Vatican I1:
The priesthoed of 2ll believers is to bhe
understood as & spiritusl privileze, o
moral oblis a personal vocaltlon.
The splritual »rivilege is freedor of
accegg to the presence of God; thils inplies
g =moral responsibility to the corwvorate
fellowshio of the Church through whilch the
believer has learned of his spiritual
privilev;, It al I ith 1t ¥
responsibllity of re: 1ing hi zculay
vocation as the goh re ip whlch hig
priesthood is ermc]ge@‘J

Fau : "l]l—‘ Pe 5 16 »S',Z',\_)\J L i
61 GLUL, in

"Mhe vl Pries ,quaéf'
a1re
the

LI N [
on, cit., n. 0.
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Considering the exposition of the
Lelievers as such, we see‘that iuther and.
sizilar,. They are alike in sebiting the ¢
doctrine in Christ's oriesthood; in teach
ful begin to participate in that priestho

baotism; and 1n interpreting the function

I’"\Ll ) \/T

winlistry as esult of thelr diverse

role of the minlstry in the Church For

one legthood in Tthe Church, 1i.e.,

conceptl

77

prieathood of all

s of the priesthocd,
esthood and

ong

futher, there is

the priegthood of

a1l believerg; »inlstry is the official functionary of
that priesthood., Whelther Iuther {its the miniscry within
or without tThe priegthood of all relievers is not clear.

mstwood gives the following conc

The Hirndgtry ig a gift of Chrigt to the
Ceroh and Ls therefore nol of h tut

of divine origin, It is sebt within the
universal UPlQSbhO“€ &nd In no senge abhove
it., It is the Churcih in the sensge UThat
all ?;nistefs are called to sexve, not lo
rule.

If the winistry is not of hwsan but of diviane owigin,
how can it he set within the universal priesthood 1g not
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FPor Vatlican II, of course, there 1
all bellevers; besideg that, ministry 1

too., Thig ministerial priesthood

the priesthood of all helievers.

in the Churc explained a

priesthood of

the rministerial prilesthood, making the ord
share the power with the ¥eadghip of Chris
Zoth the believersg' priesthood and the wmin

interrelated as the latter

s the incorporation

conplements

8 a priesthood
way subject to

sacranents,
Bapbism and

raking

vellevers

ained

riest

L, the Pr

Toth are True and authentic, bub esgentially different ag
they are analogical realizatiors of btheilr relationship
th Christ.
Bagtiood cores very close to this conclusion when
he malkeg the following statement:

rieg which serve faith,
serve love, Lﬂ”e their
gource, They nossess
ard arg different aspects
gthood.
Vatican II seemrg to have advanced & step further
than Juther in exposing the doctrine, That cdeveloprsent is

5
TTbid.,,

pt
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the fact that 1t correlates the priesthood of all believers
with the priesthood of the ministerial priests avoiding the

anbiguity that occurs in

=1

uther's explanation.

Gregory Raur glveg an assegsument of that development
of Vaticon IT, He clarifies how it effects the minigterial
tion with the faithful. He says: we undergtand
the ministerial priesthood as & share im Christ's office
of teaching, sarclifying and leading wmen. The ministerial
priest is first of all a man awong nmen, a brother among
brothers, as Jesus himself was, with 2 special service or
function to perform., He ig appointed To announce the

Gogoel. He 1is 2 wisslonary. In the liturszy, his wowrds

~

render present the living Word of God in the comp unity.

In vhis senge he ig Lhe.fabher of all other Christiang But
he ig .alimve o listensr hefore he is o teacher., ie tgaches
the Chrisgtian message and the ddctrine of the Churoh. Lore
than that, he must also teach nen to look upon the present
world and its vroblexas in the light of the Gospel. To do

thig, the priest hag no ready-zade forisulas., Only by

being in dialogue with the people, by learaning from their

experience and striving together with ther for a greater
hrigtian understanding of huran life will he he feithful

to hig office of teacher. Since the Spilrit guldes the

scople must be
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exercise his tenchiny wigsion. The ordination to the
ministerial priesthood, therefore, does not sever the

from the people; on the contrary, he and they becomre

iy

pries

clogely united as brothers and friends., Appointing hix as

shepherd or leader anong men, he is sent, ag wa

to reconclile and unite men into a gingle famlly, vherever

he iz, he must He gerves Christ

The Commigsion on ith and (Order of the Yorls

2

Couricll of Churches praises that "the declgion of Vatican I

to put the Chapter on the Feoole of God in Lumen Gen

r
bafore that on the Hlerarychy 18 gign 1Ficanﬁ¢”7

ral

Alvert C., CGutler, in his Jesponse To Lumen Ge

states that "the notion of the laity as the presence of the

(Chanter T1V) restores yel snother

f‘)

Church in the world

the general priesthood of all

believers (ag congtitvied by their baptlss and confixr
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that the theology of
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Ses Gregory Pouwn, "The flnigtverial Priegthoodh,
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Albert €. Cutler, "A Besponse" in Abbkotl, op. cit.,



) - o

the priesthood of all Telievers hag been wedded To 11

Lo

actions in the renewed liturzy of Vatican II. The truths

inherent in the doctrine have been incorporated in the

liturgical pracltices.
Fastwood notices such changeg:
Tt is our contention that in these
- developuents in Cu 10110 thought and
Dractice - the icipation of pries

ver ﬁaCula
the cup to th

all mellove“"

v Pelikan, as a scholar, apovreciate
of Scripture, rescoration of vyreaciningzg and
other liturzical changes. He swys that they "are bourd to
() R

evolie the enthugitgtic approval of everyone wno

the

-

CSU} ol of

oo desponse” in Abboity, op.
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fMinally ne hopes that 1Ff Tthe teachlings of Vatican IT

fathers hope, conbtribute to the unity of all who bLelieve

There is hepc hecause of The newr concep-

ination, on, cltv.; ». 32.

the fact-acknowle

.
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The fact, that Luther and Vatican IT are so similar
in thelr teachinzgs on the priesthood of all believers and

4 g

that they differ mainly in the way they correlate tha

ct

prieathood and the ministry, leads we to sugzest the
following ranner of correlation in which, perhaps, They bvoth
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datag for me, Lo begin with.
The priesthood of Christ is absolutely uvnique., A1l

the falthiul share in thisg one priesthood. There ig bul one

some N 1T there ig
gacranr n Beeck 1 e 7 2o ci‘bed i’

The VYatican Council IT, T'ecree on ]
The ecclesianl Corrmunities separabed
resg of umity with us.... MNeverx r““ e
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rq ("J

, the Tord's de 1 regurrection in
ly S profess that ifies 1life inm
ion and tne& Qv : ing in glory.
eg alogue should 1derw"eu concerning
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e Taes 'bhe Lord's Suppe: gacranents,
and the Church'g worship and winistry -‘22). ;\b'bOtb,
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thus: e can
iwplication that,..

this
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find in Y ‘;LC““' c )
holy ovrders is seen rather in Lersg zifts of gracs
and of ecclesial —ﬂ,ﬂoLlLJ to gerve God's people by leading
ther, in the IEucharistic wystery - the art cauge of
nity N OrG 3 y are a‘sutudllr

?11 ty. Orcer and w
the Church.
(I: l5 st() _8‘,’ ?




Sl

The oriestly body, Then, is all the faithful, who form the
body of Christ. ﬁll that ig certain,

It would, Then, seeir loglcal To draw the following
conclugion: 1f, in the Church there exists the so called
winisterial priesthood,; a priesthood ather than that of all
the faithful, which is the priesthood of Christ, then it
can only be a public funcltion at the service of this priestly

people. Te minislry of such men 1s only & service wnich

sut Chrlst ¢id not cerente

It was the apostles that Christ instituted, and nothing

RN

1,

elsgea e migsion of these apostles ig to found the
Church by preaching the Gogpel throuzhout the whole world.,

red upon by a *ﬁl COi~

of the world, Ye could see that, 1w fact, 1T is this
apogtolic winigtry that ers or the winlsterial

ig usually called

priests carry out today,

winlgtry or the minlsteriol priesthood 1s nothing other than

; . N X S
“the soostolate. The ters pJf’le.S'l;_nr.)oc?1‘L ig inaccurately used
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go 1t ig confused with the priesthc

i

as the winistry of the »riesthood of all believerg.
The was rooted and incorpverated in the group
of the anostles, The avnostles were the Church in her

ard even first of all the new people

then the :err ig more cor
t : Fower,
Chapeas

ze stﬂteq:
"nriest",
i : G LAREN: thern us 2
apnll he wonrd wd its correlat

T tire unity.
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10 other wlgsion, no other
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powers, and made no other requirements than the mission and

quirements He made for all the faithful., But in the

apostles He concentrated the miggion, the powers, and the

equally valid for the entire Church.

Christ calls Higc apostles to Fim: "Cou T

ollow me"
(Ft. 4:19), shares His secrets with them as friends (Jn.
15:15), and dezands bthal they bear fruit" (Jn.13:16).
These saws textse are equally valid for the entire Church.

-
1

She is algo called to follow Christ (mt. 9:34), in the

gt

intimacy of Fis knowledge (Jn. 10:14), and to bear frultl

(Jn. 15:1-5).

wven wmore, the words, which announce to the apostles
thelr priegtly consecraticn in the death and the resurrection
of Christ: "For bhex T congecrate mygelf, that they algo way

J

be consecrated.in truth" (Jn. 17:19), also express bthe con-
secratlion of &1l the faithful, They alsgo, through Laptisz,
share in the sae #mystery i1n which the apostles were con-
gecrated ., (OCihe becomes an apostle and one Leconesgs & Chrigtisan

by corirunion in the sane wystery.

The powers and the misslon conferred on the apostles,



"You will be ny witnesgseg", "iake discloles of all nations",
are conferred on the enitire Chufch, wnich is the witness of
Christ and His apostle in the world., The coumrand to

celebrate the Tuchariset: "Do this in menory of me", obligeg

the entire Church. "By the sacred annointing of the sick

and the prayer of her priests, the whole Church comrands

those who are 11l1l to the suffering and glori

1

I1). The power to bind and to loose accorded

(Tucen Gentiuw

to Peber and the other apostles (it. 16:19; Ju. 20:23) seems,
according to another text, to be conferred on the asserbly

of brothers (t, 12:172). TFor the entire Church receives the

e

Holy Spirit "who is the rewission of sins", to her as a whole

- -, by

the dispensationg of the Spirit and the rewlssion
Ye have already learred that Luther and Vatican 1
Aso we know that these are bthe powers and the migsio:

iirectly conferred on the apostles. This iden

1e whole Church, and thig particlpi-
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tion in the sare povers, can only be explained by a personi-

lizabion in the apostleg of what ig corzon in the

.

a condensation in thelr person of the ensexble of The Church,

of her duties, and of her nowers. The Church 1s concentrated

‘See ¥, ¥, Durrwell, "the Priest in the Church",
) et E ~ £ . .-
wmication, 1 (1967), ». &,

Coiamny




and polarized in the apostolic group.

Therefore, the place of the apostle in the Church is

not to be concelved as a part integrated into a whole, or as

—

an elesent added to the body of the faithful; rather it 1is
the entire Church which 1s lncorporated in a certain number

s g . ; 17
of her faithful, in the apostles. /

e

Here, collectivity is conceived as cowcenufated in

relation between The apogstolate (the winlsterial priesthood)

)

and the priesthood of
According To the abbve concepltion the apostles are

not merely the delegates of the asserbly, as we are led to

think when we look upon the priecsthood of ministry . as a

pure function. The apogtolic word precedes the faith of -

]

those who will believe irn Thelr word, The apostolat

funclbion from
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. To help ug Lo understand how the
Frow and exceeds the others by a
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greater ngsesble, and how the powers cowmon o
the entire Church can be polarized in cerlain fajithful, the

.

stles, we have the exasple of the apostolic colle_’ulity,
the bishops share the supreme nission aﬂ@ responsibility
che Church and yet this responsibllity is personallized in
of thew Tence the emergence of & successor Lo Peter
becauge of this concentration. Thils erergence doeg ncet
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gseparate hin frow The rest of the episcopal body: rather it
ne personasl possessor

...... into 1t 5 ,;LLL_r\__LTl“ hir
of what helonzs to the entire body.

plurges hin deeper
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the frow other falthful, because 1€ exigts before
O

t iRal 1 . : -1 )

1t 1is prirordial,

If The apostolate is nobt a functvion added to

never arrived ot bthrouch addition., This Tullness is ori
awordinly 1t is

in which, wyp uw]

one

wich Chriet, who draws one towarts Eii}alopf £

ness .

path opered b
h operned U
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not necegsary to accentuate the differences
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between the ordained priest and The Christian

(-.4
-

[oX
cr

,h —]‘,:Y-

people 1s a united oncople, in total by wubtual communion

We tend to oppose the priesthood and the laey state when we
define one by the other, instesd of defining both of thesm by
Chrisy who 1g the fullnegs and the ensenbtle of the Church.

In vroclairing the ro

such {(and their succeggors) froas this people and this dignity.
to

They are Fflirst auwrong thils people, and thelr priesthood as

The specific character of the priest Coszs not
genarate niw fron the 1lay:ran; 1t sccentun

Eor the distinctiocor which

Wor thce difTerence is in & concentration of the
eccleginl renlity, in & greater social role; and a greater

gocial ard ninigterisl role cannot have the effect of

sennratli 1t can only unite the priest closer to the

people, =iving him more the character of & corporate

o]
. X
DETS0ALLUY .

See ibid., Loc, cit,

See ibid., p. 11.



Also, the avostle becomes, in Christ the wan o
the apostolic duty of the entire Church, the ran par
excellence of the ecclesial liturgy, who gathers together
the entire people in his prayer. The schems of the Decree

Life of Priests saysg about the apostolic

ilon of 1ts wvery nature couprises

n22

ag well &g cult....

The great apostolic liturgy is the redempltiorn, the

Ry

evangelisation of the world. . The sacrarments are integrate

¥

]

ntlisy s celebrated to

thes fucharist is

celebrated to bring the entire peovnle into the "consecration®

th God 1in

=

-0 reconcilie the sinner w

ey e s - - +- S
ents, in fact, every

actlvity we are templbed To call pricstly is a wmeang among

Thig 1s the reason why the adninistration of the
gacraments has becone an ordinary work of the priest (avostle).
But thavt need not we the wmonopoly of Tthe aposvolic wigsion,

If the apostolate (minigterial priesthvod)

lay state are defined, not by contrast, but by their relation

David H, Power, ov., cit., p. 147,

See ®, X. Turrwell, oo, cit., ». 4.



to the whole, i1t would seen valn bto wanlt to put precise

1i7dts on the act ‘Vluv belonging to anyone in the Church.

£ gpecial Soraln need not be reserved Lo anybody; ench can

the totzl activity of the
TP

apostle at 1ts head takes

Tne entire Church has

the regvonsibility of preaching the Gospel to the world.
Through all her newbers the Church is a sacrament of Christ's
preserce in the world, of the incorpora

Christ, of the effuslon of the Spirit anc of the rewlsgion

of sing.
pages we have held that
the bellevers; Tthe ministerial

prie he apostolate of the

< the Cariatian

itgeld . LTS8 gource e have related the priesthnood o

the wrincinle tThat collectivity could he concelived s con-
centrated a liited . We have reserved the Ters
priegthond exclusively for the priesthood of all bellievers
as 1t and we have placed the mirlstry on a
petestal of itg dilstinctlon in esgeunce

2l
i L“:)JC o, 11.
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