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nnRODUCTIO;:-J 

Hartin Luther re--ei1phasi zed the priesthood of all 

believers in his teachings. '1'h8 Counci 1 of Vati can II did 

tll.e same, I have atte:T'pted to ::nake a cornparattve analytic 

study of the teftchings of Luther and Vatican II on the priest .. 

hood of Etllbelievel's based on the vvritin,Ss of Luthe:-c and 

the docuT'>ents of Vati can II. There Eu'e conversations and 

lectures that have influenced the argument in this thesis 

that shall go unheralded. 

I bD.ve D.lso atterapted to deraonstrate 'what slrD.ilari t:i.cs 

and what differences exist between the teachings of Luther 

e.n:l VD.-cican II on the prlesthooc1 of nllbeltevers, 

I can cor:clude OD the uasis of thj.s study that 

Lutber a.nd Vatican II have stmilar flmdmaental pr:i.nctples, 

insights I and explam.1.tions concernJ.ng the priesthood of all 

1Je lievers . This is not to suggest that any direct or indtrect 

dependency is evident lJeJq.,reen Luther Hnd Vatican II, LutllJeH' 

rejected. the sf:lCrftn:ental character of the priesthood as hG 

experienced. j. t :in its abuses of c1ericaltsTi[ 1:'-end i ts over~ 

For Luther the "ministerial" or clerica.1 priesthood 

is cleri v£1.ti -Ire of the prtestl100d of all believers and has no 

speclal sacra-'f'ent8.1 povJer or ef'ftcacy. 

of th:i.s pri est:hooc1 is one of' service EtllG. apostolate. There 1 S 

v 



a sir:1j.lar interpretati.on 1'Th:Lch I "\,Jill suggest is found in 

Va tican II I tb.ough ID21.intalning the notion as p011cr and. 

efftcacy. 

By reconstructing the teruinoloESY I namely I sU'bst:!. tuting 

the tel'rn "apostoltc II for "ministerial" I one could hopefully 

elirninate the dlvi.sive elereents of Luther and Vatlc8.n II. 

'Ihe parallelism of this study 'might ald the conteTilporary 

quest of ecumenis~o to re-interpret and understand the 

totElli. ty of Christian pr:i.esthoqd. 

1 ayn indebted to Dr. John R. l'-Jeyer v,Tho gave Tce 

invaluable assi shtl1Ge in the ~'Tri ting of thi s thesl s. FUs, 

patj.ent criticism, good sUGgestions fend encourage;nent vJere 

greatly appreciated. 

I OHe my sjxlcere thanks also to Dr . .John C. 

Robertson Jr. and Dr. Ben F. heyer who carefully read 

and Gorrected the thesis offering suggestions at n:.any 

points. 

Finally r I must express my grati tude to n;y typist 

and all others W[JO helped me in thi s wo~ck. 
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Pl\B.T I 

Here, in this query, we are concerned only with the 

In the Cathol'ic trnd ttion, "priest--

ho od, 1\ ri:efU1S 

For seve:cal centuries I the priesthood j.:n the Catholtc Church 

VIas deflnecl in terms of eUChHI'istic sacrtf'ice. rD:! e pri e st 

Has a Chrtstian o:rc1ai.nee to SHy l:nss. Ee VIEtS an offerer of 

l He trent ChristifllJ J?rlesthood here hS distillzutshec1 
froro Jev.fish, \TeC,tc, 3ra}r·,tnic, 3l10dhist, and other such non-· 
Christln:n cul ttc concepts of priesthooc. 

r-.. 
t:.. 

E;tyr:,oJogical1;'l, as ,J, Pohle gives in his [!,rticle 
"Priesthoodh in -Ehe CEi,tholic :~ncyclopediEL, XII (:L9:LJ) , lW9, 
the li'TOj-:'cL ~ori est (Ger~:1:-"']5rfe-ste:r.;'-'1<:i:~---'preTre; Ital. pr-ete) 
is de:r:ived. fro:r, the Greeic '1rpc,(J~{$C;I"rr:po:;: and iE;, i:n the 
h:l.eJ~atieEl.l sense 1 equivf1,lent to the I..atin. sftcerclos, the 
G1'8 ell: i £. (? C C.'lS>, }fel)l~ehr 'I rr.":1' SyriHc .L.1 (7'_D-Enc'C-lii---so:De Inc'ciE'..l:1 
lanE~;)_ages <l_I(;(i)Jo.-o1 ('0") (yo do'" (J)oc.-Jr.?I'I,J--,(y{) 3y the ter:,;; is 
E:eant E1. (;-'iale) person callee_ to the lL.,medift t6 servi ce of the 
D 8i ty and D:uthori zed to hold pu'bltc llorshi:p, especinlly to 
offer sE,er:i_fice. In Greek, literally! to ue a l)J:'iest 
Il'.ea __ n:::; 11 to 1-1:111" sacrl fi cially . In the LXX {c~ pc'd'(. :L s used 
f .,.-.--..r'',1 ""'W"1~; TVV'l'" -'P' "f,.'j)t?-I;£'-'" ~ t'le> 1-'rh '~-ac<L • O:r7l/'''''c.cLv. /I' J, J __ .• ,'-h. d .. ,---,O 'u~,_,s {<;." ""1,~'.lO_L .J.e.; 11b.', pI1C:ulr , 

T - -;1' 1 ~.. 1 • J' - I." tl -1 '1 " 1 In (j e~··T]. s J. [tl~1C: Ci1I']~ S Clt:1.Yl "'J"rl"c, ll1gs - 18 pEl.Sf"tll clS l'J"e _ .__ ELS -Cr18 

Je'\'Jish lJriest is l e P 6 a,s'. See nlso Gerl1n~['d ~(ittel, 
TheologlcHl :ctctiOJ"!.[l.TY of the ~'.;ev'r T'ec;t;m".el'lt, III (1965), 257 -- 26 5 ' -----.-,,-- _ .. -~.-.. -",.--.. ----.. -.--- - '-- ,------.. --.. -----.---.. --.-- .. -----... ~, 
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sacri fi CGS . .J Tb.e Council of Plorence (1J.~ 31.-111)+ 5 ( 'i )) cleclarscl. 

SextuE'. est s8.cT'amentum ordinis, cui us T!latert1:t 
est illud, per cuius tradtttonem confertur 
orelo: sicut prebyteratus traditur per calicis 
curu vino et patenae CUi!: pane porrectioner!l., .. 
FOTl.SfL sacerclotii talis est: ".;-\ccipe potesta tei:Q. 
offerendi sacrifj. ci U);l in Ecclesia pro vi vi s et 
lr:ortuts. (Dez. 701 )lj> . 

Inther introduced a renewed concept of priesthood 

directly 'based on his fur:.dcuGentnl unc1 erstan.dlng of the 

Gospel, that justif1cation is by faith. }<'a1 th COLles through 

hearing the ~{ord. of God. Tb.e HOTel, meanJng I Christus 
r:: 

:e£-:::~~.~.~:.~_ .. _~.:~ ... Y.i.~~~~~~.f·) is efficacius; it creutes ff1.ith; faith 

justifies; thus just:!Jicntion is by fai tIl. 6 'Therefore f'fd.th 

I.YDenZinger-SChonsetzer, ed, I Enchiridion SYll';bolorm~:, 
32nd eel. j (Ho::r.e: Herd.eI', 1963) p. 336':"--';--;:lso-8-ee'~J'ohi1'~1:;;':""-'''-'-' 
Clar};:son and otheTs, trans" '['he Chu:cc.h. 'l'e::tehes (~'.Tel;.J Yorl{: 
H"'rc'l el' ','3001- Co 1 0 [~r7) P'l) -:\~)iT:::"2"'o"·-··-'·~'i·ifin'-e·~·-·~1:'""'·;::Fn'- '-"i c'r~","lell'l" 1'!~ ~.~....... i _~ .... '\. t t - 7 _, ,_ _ t ../.~ v ....;;' e ~ _ L.~ _fl. u u c.. ~ __ '._. _. v ...... 

holy or(\ers. Its F:f.l.tter is that:; '\Il11.ich is handed over in 
the conferrin~ of t11e oro er j the prlesthood for e:;w.l1lple I 

is conferred by the presenta tj_on of the ChEdi ce contnini ng 
the vrtne and the pEl.ten holo.ing the bread.... 'l''he for~:'~ of 
the order of p:ciesthooo. 1s this: 1 Receive the pOI'leI' of 
offel'ing the sacTi n. ce in the 0;mX'ch for the living [lnO trw 
dead. 1 " 

c:. 
-'\"JeiJDarer ~'tusgabe I ed., LutheT I s ';larks cited i:.1 

D.. ' r;. '" "1"1' J' R h " p.,., "J c; S +-1'1 "u 0(1 q ')"n ;.,' -]. -n'- 'l'-S~ i=':;':;-;-"l~-l:;'-' .j="l'-l.-:;· nTf') c> 0'1 0 'l'U .:.J !,\ ~ \ . .1 \......... _ ~_l t, ... L __ ...... V"""_ .J ......... • __ ...... __ • v._ t.Y oS- v c; J_ .... CJ __ oc.l of 
I·uther" I .Q)2.1:~:r:.c::.~~,}i2: .. ~.~~EY.' 34 (1965),· h09 .. -~L10, LI-21 n. 23. 



] . ,I-h • 1 -'-p U ' f r C1" l' ,1-' < 7 Luther 8xplc,LrlS a ,one ;is lJ e rlgI1u~o"sness o. d _!X'SlJldl1, , 

ho1': the GnuI'ch 1 s f'orFJ.ec1 of fal th: 

~:'h8 ~~uchEtrist is not so necessa:ry that 
salvation depends on it, The Gospcl and 
baptls}" are sufficient, since faith alone 
jusU_fies and love alone lives rightly, 
Sure1.y if in this 1'lay t~w, three, or ten 
homes, or a whole city, or several cities 
agreed thus anong theElselves to 1.ive in 
faith anel love by the USB of tbe Gospel 
in the ho::ne ..• , Ch1'1 st \'ii thout a doubt 
vW'J.lcl be in their Iuidst gnd liwulcL OVJYl 

o 
thern as 1m Church.~) 

'rhe Church is consti tntedby the liToI'd. By the 

ministry of the Word the ffiysteries of God are made known} 

tI':Lbe Church m'Jes i.tsuirth to tl'le 
o 

1Joro of pro!Gi,se thl'ouSh fai t11. ,,;; The Church is the "Body 

of ChT:Lst,,10 fonr, eel of those Who believe in Christ. Luther 

Church t as the 11 Cor0iGUYLi on of snints II 01" "Congregn tio:n of 

9, /, 
~ Luther 1 s HOTks, }\T:'wri can :;I;cl i tj.on, 4·0 (Phi ladelphif),: 

l'iu1'll el"'l,,~"/>g:··--l-~;:Y·;;:;-;;:;;·---·-·l'-Or.:.-F)·- 0 .. :J (1 IT,Te'ree'rte''''' t}l"" ,t.n'e'rl· C!Cll1 
_ ~~ __ J ................. I.,-..-:. ...... \"''''-'_1--) 1 - / __ J~ t 7 _ - ~ .1.."" t..__ .l.. -"-' -, .. ~-- • - ..... ~ 

I!):1itlon of Luther's '4o~C'}(s' in 55 volw,1es Nil1be abbT8vlateo. 
flR I: e ~.!. 

, Jorlr ~"' .. --'::::'§, , 

9J. -'J JIO 1'\' .!. ~'~ --j", _. t 

'11"'~);~O-'-0 0 j t rl __ • '-1' c.). U C _ e~. 

als 0 ;'Je L:'-IE'Ter I i\usE:;a be, eo.. I Lu th er I 8 
L(1 ~3, !\. Gerrlsh, op. cit. I p':--LIT6'~"-'--



cOE'Dosed 
.C 

11'111 s nel') 1).nderst!':lnd.1ng of the gospel, o.chie-'.rect by 

I.uther I led. to so grent Eln enphtJ,sj,s upon the ;£:inistry of 

the Aord I thnt hencefoTtb. the veTy reality of the church \',ras 

grounded in preaching. ~Che seventh Etrtl c.le of the Augs'blJ.rg 

CCl:nfessiol1, in vlhi ch I"~elaYlchton S1JJrnari zed the faith of the 

,. " ~ -,-, " t .£> {. 1- "jC']O" f" '.I,J ....... e J.1XGnerfU1S I lor lone 0 l e oJ. LUgS uurg lYl . j ,ne . lneo. v' 

church thus: "The congregEL ti on of the saints in vThi cll the 

gospel ts :L'ightly preached "lno the sacraments are rightly 

So also C::.l-,lin 'V,rrote in ht s Insti t,-u.tes 

thnt the ra.rlcs of the ChUTCh "". vihere the preaching of the 

neglected, there ... the 
1 rJ 

church is seen."·.J 

Refor-~!tlon9 defines the general Protestant conception of 

the church in terr:s of the D1ir~istry' of the ~10rd thus: 

"lvhere the;'Ioro of God is rightly pre~tched and henrd and 

the sncrD,nents nre rightly ad21inistered [lnd recelved, there 

eel . 

"~(,he ~jJl:'Lst:t.:'y in the ~('LIJ.e of the 
~'li 11iams I ed s , I 

( '--~T- Y()-r1r TTr"rpe'r : .. ·.~t A _~"":!t... : .... -'-c1. .... '_ , 

4, 



is the church, Protestants attribute priority to the Word 

of God (j.. e ., the Christ of the' Bi ble) and' they assert, 

thl'lt the ;'Jord is cOIJ'':Juni cn ted by preachiJ.":'g and by the 

f'u~cthe]:T~ore f since fa1th COl'2es by he~\rh1g". vfhen people 

hear and accept the gospil preached to the~, they recognize 

thenselves and each other as E,erJ.1Jers of the Church, 1. e . , 

it: 
the people of God."'..' 

5 

Such [J, conception irq)l:tes a tremendous sir:.:pli fi Cft t10n 

of Christtanity. In the fj.Dal a:r:nlysis only tuo things 

egtter: '.I'he :tlord of God and fEll th . Or in luther I s ov·m 

"The SU':";1 

of the gospel j s this: v·rho believes in Christ t hns the 

}3elief in Chr:1..st c[!.n be reEtl only 

it (leper.cds on the Bt ble. ~iherefore it is least h':portr:mt for 

11shec1 by the TLlnlstry of the ~\lord. ~[,hU8 the Ref'on::ers 

basee. everythtiJg on thts unc1 ers "taDcJ. i:i1g of the nEl. tUre of 

1 Ll' 
.. Denying that the :Lorc'.' s Supper VJ['.,s :l.n Etny sense a 

saCTi fi cC"; I,uther rec; uceel the orc1nlnecl. priests' r::inist:ry to 
that of p:reach1ng and of e.dmintstering the SEtcrLF",ents of' 
baptis'.·' and of the Lord I s Sl.1.rper. Lut.h.er IS vlews vreI'e 
shr:rec1 by Cal Yin,. ZH~Lngli fInd CrarlE:e:r.', i.n keeping 1'.r1 t11 thej_I' 
mEl viel··rs on the non--sflcri fi cal char:owter of the Euch~\.:ri. st. 
1\S a result of their teflching, the 1";01:'(1 priest vms supplanted 
by the t1 tles ;~;:.l:ni ster or }XtS tor. See P£ll<er, II Prlest t~:nc.i. 

,Priesthood, Cru:'istic:m", l'~m\f OOttholic encyclopedia, XI (1967), 769·- '7 7 0 . -.-.~-.,----.... ---.-.... "" .. -.-... - ... - ....... -----.. -.-,-... -.. 

l\JilheJ.::·, pp. 110 .. ·111. 



Chri stinni ty16 gno the role of the mint stry of the ';lord. 

therein. 

nOV!, agEtinst this background ~'Je cn:n see l)etter \'Thy 

Luther p:referred the ti tle "m1niste1''' 'to "priest ~ 11 s';ty1ng: 

He nei ther cnY' no:!'.' ought to give the 11Enlie 
prlest to those 'I,rho [ire in charge of I'/ord [mcl 
sClcranent anong tIle people. T'l1e reason lifl'1y 
they hfnre 'been cnllecl priests is ei ther 'beC~ttlSe 
of the custoi£l of heathen people or ns vestige 
of trw J'ev!ish n~ttion, The result is greatly 
injuriotlS to the Chl;trch, I.ccord ing to the ;'::eI'1 
Testfc;~~ent Scrl ptures better naIT:e lilOuld be 
mirJi sters . . .. - FOT thus }'[lul 1'Iri te s in 1 Cor. 11,: 1 f 

11 rl:ll.1 s is }'101'J 01':!.8 Sl1.C>111d. re.gEt:rld u.s fl8 sex·vEl .. rlt.s 

of Christ D-ro stevfCLrds of the mysteries of God." 
He does not 8£ty "etS priests of Chri.st" I becmwe 
he knsl'! tllat the ll}:V.le mxl office of p1'iestbe-­
longed to all .. , ':Phe [tuthori ty a.nel cligr!i ty 
O"p tl')p pl"l' estl1u'·Or! 'pcsl'c'leu' -'LY' t 1

"1(:> CO"''')~"'JV1]' ~'v --1 - .. '-' .~- - I}-< - \..- ~- '-' . - _.l IJ.'J •. _ .. JL_1.~ • Vu u .... 
be li eVerfJ. ( . 

16~1' '.r I 
_.1, ••• -1--0, p. 9 i Hlso see ~-rl1heL; PEtuek, 

p p, 111,-11 2-:--

l'?T ....." v.!. L!-O, 35. 'l'ne teL''', 1I;J2inlst.er" belon.gs p~u'ti-' 
eulE!.rl~1 to· .... f;Yie refor-eel t:r~:,di tton in. contr£:Lst to priest 11:.'­
C';, th01:i. C ~lY.'.cl. i'.D(~J.i CELl} trac: i tloDS, fmd "lXl.stor" in Luthenm 
Ell!d. E:.fl.n:T ot}-lE::l" 1)rc)tef3t,~1.11·t Cr111T'ches t ·Yet. ~LJ_l t}-leS(~ 11~·1..~o:es 
"Q.':tSS 1f!.ck ~m.c{ forth throLJ,gh the t:r[~c: i tto~~s Ell'xl lJeco~::e 

l.UOle fu 1 in ,--~;any ecclesiasti c~{l voe~c bulEtries . See JL 
H:i,ch.-<,rd :':leLuhr E,~xl Df'n1eJ D. ~ILL11aL:S, eel" '1'1-:c linist:,-'~" 
1n T"istor-j Cf'] PeT'~r·e(;ti-;T<"~· (j'·:eTt.Y VO!,l.\,. -C::·<l.r-oer~--'·-T(Si"l5r-'~--·--

~;::--~~\i ~"-':-"T~1"i::'j~' f~f~~c-r-8:-~~~-{~ ;~c~~r i 1;' .~ ;;~ h: e' -~ i ~ th ~ ;.; l~i '(l i ~ t e r If 

.~l C' 'p~' C' ':-l-)""" (~1~ "".",'1 0."J·1,.-'1, I' 'r' 11 c] ('.':-]' or; tn C"2 r·I-01."'L·/·, ';':'<~.-':.'., :',"'''. c~ -:- ':' '", e 1--' Jl-__ 'lJ ,-t,.:) l.I _~_ 0~1,-- V.J..~C _~. _~ .... ___ ......... _C-L V _ ...... 'oj • v ... ,, __ " .\ ..... , __ ...... J.-> VC\,_.<-__ 1.-' 

",,', Q~"""''''<' 2 0-' _. T()'l V ) 10, 2' ~ 0, 10.· 'c1'o\-J-"'eT',0 '\ j~ - ')r), l../ct.w':)C:"':-. t:: ,,--'J ~ "-j ., U 1._.!__ ~ __ , J. c ......... J ..t ......... , .L " ~'. LJ __ ~ L'- • 

"1" p~ "t:.;:: r ?,?,~ -) 1,11 t t11 C> V C:: 1 J 1 P('l h l' r;; r.-'O 8 t _,0_Lnoo l' p ''It ] V "'l)-11P!1 C l"'e';~ If • .".J ........ _ ._. I: • ...- J L~ L.~ -' J _ '-~ r.J - ~ ." __ '-" -- 0_ _ _ t.. _ .. - L ...' :J.'-I. ,-,.- -:...1 _ _ ............ " j. _ 1. .l... 

( 1)1"":(' i q''''-11 01' ',:>-,nc l c,r1 J' ~'«L"(,.LI") Tl18 ,I- er,": IJ~I"\'; c:-l~"-l ... 11 ' ..... ,,-.-:.-::: ]' """l-C) .!. '- ------uv.. .. _.L_\...~,,--___ ~l... __ J 4 • .0.__ v._.. ...:-'_"'I-...l V"-" _ ...... _ .... "-- __ l~" 

o'-e'~'J-l~e~1:itT-l-iQ p \..'):::!J'-~r-(r~--l' :r]"-";~~.:· t h ,"! "-: J' .('·11-'l~ <C>"'l~ +'11 C:-o,'----;t-ll) "t"v L't"Y':; ""1' -(:.1) c' 
;~ .,-- .. , ~'-}'-~ 1.._--..1 .. - ... ----~'_;J ._-'- ...... - .... , ........ _---•• _\-'- ...... _- ---I,} .... '-_ ......... _."-' 

influence of f'ietlsF I es-~)ec1::1.11y in Lutherunj,s:r:. '1'he GerriHYl 
. BefoE·ers ~clso etGhel'e,' to the, ~ .. ,ed:levEtl 1H·;aze <,tnc,. cgl1ec' thE; 
pl~e~:. c}-1er' Ffftr'=cel~, i. e t j ~p::.;.J~ S 01.1 (d. e ri \Tcd f'J~C):'-~~· ~p,~trl':J Cl1 i fl.. • .... 

D:Ll'-'is l1, ~1~c:~~~'p;;Ci'-o·C}1lJ.S -- -O{t~CSOll). rphe CO~~~)jOrl 1)6'O~-i)'~r'e--"'1~o-st 
Q'e Y!8Nlllv r>q.i"·-l"prT·---Fl;;-e LJ' :r~Jl' c't.c'r c' fI".l:YJ."~P;;:; C~IF"I"C::" ]:)11"-':' t-'Ilc-y" rl'\ so f-J .... •. _. _.... '-' - •. - - -'" - ., ~ - .. - ~ J ........ I-..J ,''-' _ ~ ~ ~ _ ........ _ ~ , . '-'_ V J \...... '- "' .:_ ... 
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'rhus Lu-cher preferred the -ceny "rc.inisterl!, i. e., Dinister 

thereupon orientated a Dew conception of the priesthood in 

the church; l1all'ely, ever~r Cl1ri stlal1 1 s I or should be a 

minister of the ;{ord of Godby virtue of his faith. 

Luther see:ms' to h:::we eTDphn.si zed. and e1[1 borated the 

ideH of the uni versc,l pr:testhood 0:1" f<Ll the beLi.eve:cs 

bet\'Tcen the ye~Lrs lS19 and 1523. The 1;a~LJ.1 sources for our 

lnfoF.,ntion are 1'118 Norks of the ;Y'e~Lr 1520 EtYld one of the 

~t:hey are: 

1. ]'11e T'reet~,o!( of a 
, 0 

Cl'r'j s ,1- i 'Lf' loj ~J. --'_ L v __ c . .1., 

3. l\n ;\pl)el to the Hu1i:lg Class of Gel";,-r.s.Y] 
- -.~---~-~-;.-:--'-~'-- -- ~~~.~-~~~ .. ~.~ ---'~.-"~~~-.',", .... - ""~~" .... ''''''~-'-.' ~,......~-.-~-- ---- -'.~"~"~ .-.~>~~.".~~~.---

CO}:\"i.-;irlU.ed. to D .. 88 .!G}--H3 t8I'-~-:l "~p:r=te8t~1t clS they YV:ld lJe8Yl ElCCllS­

tOF'ed, une.ler HOI['~l,n Cf:.tholicisF:. See Ailheb; Pauck, op. clt. , 
p. 116. --~' .. ~.-~ -_. 

31, 32'7·-377. 

19, "r 
l.J' A , 36, 3--132. 

20L.~. 44, 115-217. 
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Besides these In.ajor sources I Luther hfw ci ted the priest·-

hood of all the nLithful in his tract On the ~isuse of the 

HELSS ( 1 C:21 ) 22 r ~'rl . ~. _. J. Cl1..1U. On Private l;E.~sses <'md the Consecration of 

All these writings see~ to contribute to 

his E,gin single the~:1e which I gi vebelow. 

luther rightly :LEdet the fOu}:1dntion of the C01!1DlOYl 

priesthood of all the fai thful in tll.e priesthood of Christ 

and thereupon he bftSed his argume:nt, In. 'Ihe Freed.oL': of t:t 

Christian Luther writes: 

That VIe E:ay exaJ.';:Lne more profoundly that 
grEwe vihich cl1.n~ inner 0.CLn has in Christ, lIe 
~ilUSt realize that in the Old l'estament God 
consecrated to himself all the first-born males. 
rl~r1.e birth r:'Lght \-'las highly prized for it in­
volved a tl'lOi"olcl honor, that of priesthood 
a.:nd that of kineship. '1'11e first·-born brother 
1'ms priest and lord over EJ_ll the others Elnd 
a type of On-tst. the true and only ftrst-. 
born of God the f'uther and the Virgin LHry 
2Llld_ t)~l) .. e lcl11g EtYld_ pI'iest~", Il 

Now just as Christ by his birthright 
obtained these t~IO preroga ti ves I so he i:.l1 parts 
the~IJ to and sh[~res 'che;';l wi th everyone who" 
believes in hi2 .. ,. Hence all of us who 
believe in Ch:rlst are priests and k1n::ss in 

22 In the first part of the trnct Luther ShOloTS h01\r 
a tIron2.; vie1v of the Tl1aSS inevi t~Lbly enh'_LLs I::L vJTo:n;:s vieW" 
of the nriesthood. In actufl.l fact 1 the priesthood belongs 

. to all Christhms I EnJCl its 11 offices \I are- the spiritual. 
sacriflce f._lid pl~oclal:latioYl of the GOSl)el. See ·;.vei)J,ar 

8 

T(r1 ]' 'I- l' on o'f' l·.'·l+;l"e]"~ f co ':J01~lrS R L'f~ [~')q·t··f" cl'tc'c1 l' '1 T) t·. '''-er'1"l' 811 J.~ ... J. __ 1,.,1 _ _ ~_v U .! ~ _ a...:> • _ .... 'L f \..." I _J..J ~ ~ .. - _ • ......... - - . _ f .... ~" v ~ I.. - J 

'Priesthood arK\. Einlstry i11 the 1'heology of Luther" I Church 
!i~.!?:~~~:~Z $ X.XXI'1 (1965), L~O S . --.---........ -

2 1 r"' . 1 LI 0 c--' __ :~~.o_., p. (\.. _) . 
born I not ':Jnde, pri ests : 
ric;ht of l;aptisT. 

Luther aSE'ertf] tlw:t Ch:ci stinns are 
they in11.erlt their priesthood by 



Chrlst t as I Fet. 2: 9 f3nys. "you Etre [1 chosen 
rELCe, Goel' s" m'E} people, a royal prlesthooCi, H 

prlestly kingdom, that you may declare the 
wand erful deed s of him vrho called you out of 
c}"trknes s i l1to hi s rrl~tr\relolw light". Thus 
Christ hEW Ii,ade it posst ble for us I provided 
we believe in him, to be not ohly his brethren, 
co-·heirs, a:nd fel101>T-kings, hut also fel1mfor·­
prt ests , 'rherefore vIe ILay bolC.ly come into 
the n:cesence of God in sDirtt of faith (J'Iet. 

" 10, 1 0 ??) .', Yl"Ci C't'\l ":". }J·"t")~, - 'k';:' tI'l er 1 II D'~H"\" for l /" .-,.oJ C-L_ _L ~ t.1 -< • , -~ J ....... - t- - • ..l: J~ • tJ • 

one another, and do [1.11 things \'>Thich l:-le see 
clone EtYJd foreshadm".Jed in tjle outer f).nd 

" ., 1 l' f " t ?_t Vlslo_e wor~s 0 pr18S-s.-' 

Let everyone, therefore, ~10 knows himself 
to be a Christian, be assured of this, that 
we are Elll equully priests, that is to sny) 
1';~ }"·l~.l\/re th(j ("(cu-"""e 1")OT'rer 1" 1'1 Y'eST'ect +-0 -1-1')8 -. "-. .~" _ _ ....... ' 0 _. __ -l .:; \~ o-J._ -2 r:::- ~. 1:' l..- LI~_. 

Hord and the sE!.cral1'ents .. ,,..' 

reEtS8e~rts : 

... we are all consecrated priests through 
l:nrYGis:" I as st. J?eter says in 1 Peter 2: 9! 
"y~u are a royal priesthooc gnc! fj. priestly 
realm. II ~Che /~poealypse SfLJS, "Thou hast 
IDade us to lJe pTiests .';end klngs1:Jy thy blood II 
(Rev. S:9·~10). 'I'he consecration lJ;r pope or 
"blshop li.fQulcl 118ver L'al~e a. pTi est J emd. if l,-.re 
held no htgher cOYlseero:Gion t!lan thgt hrhich 
pope or bishop gives I no oY!e could. say l.~ass 
or prer-:.ch D. se:r;::Ol1 or gi'ire clbsolutl0.n. 

Also luther deduces: 

':1,111e :f:'reeo.oL;" of H Christtnn, .... ______ ~_ .• ,~.~...,_~.~~u~ ... ~_~~ __ ..-~~~~ ___ , ___ ,_~~"_""",.~,, __ .• _.~.~ _._~ ........ __ ~~_ 

L. "J, 

36, 116. 
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It follous thls t:trglJ:'j"ent that there 1s no 
true I basi c 0.1 fferen.ce l:letHeen layuen nY.}cl 
priests I princes and 'olshops ~ rJetHeen 
religlous and secu12~r, except for the sft~ce 
of offlce and work, but not for the sake of 
stH -r:;UE; • They.,. gIl Gre trl.lly priests, 
bishops and popes. , . ,'He ,are Elll one body 
of Chris:t,6 the Head I urICl all ;~~le:,:lbers one of 
nnot~ler. 2 

1.0 

Luther's reasoning on the Priesthood of all bellevers 

~ 

can be slli~ed up in a syllogis~ thus: 

Fni th uni tes the soul \\;i th Christ flS B 'bride 1 s 

united with her bridegroom: Chr1 st anct the soul beco'~';e one 

flesh (Eph. c:: • i1 ~. ':V) ) 
Jc ..... - Jf-... I 

It follo'iJS thg t everything they hEl.ve s they hold 1 Yl 

Christ 1s God and. I,iaD in one person: He 1s kin,§,; 

Hence, all of us v,,110 believe 111 Christ are prlests 

'L111s teEtehil~g has a real soc1::<.1. value: every bel1ever 

in the; gospel is a priest: he is tl. mediator aDd iJJte:ccessor 

between God and ~an. He eust trans~it to others the power 

of the gospel. Ee r:mE1t express hls fa1th in living social 

action nnd thereby cO''';~'1.1nicnte it to others. ...:\11 Ch:rlstians 

are such ~inisters; they cf:nmot but fJl'lng nbout a 21e1/l klncl 

of soclety - the fellowship of believers. 27 

/' 2 ', -".. 'I J.-!. ~I • 44, 127-128; 129-130. 

'/'7 .... See 'illlhehl Panck I 1!f1'he Ein1str~r in the 'l'L:n8 of 
Continental Ref'or::!.ri1~ion" lD :; ... J.ehuhr f:tlld. ~nllt[ufs I ·ecJ.s, I 'r11e 
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. The stgte~ent that every 1Jeliever ls a priest mny 

~eRn thnt every believer is 

(a) hiG own priest, 

(b) a prlest to his brothers, 

and (c )1Joth his ovm priest and a priest to his brothers. 

But the Il!eD.ning here is that every bel:iever is a prj.est to 

his 'brothers: for every believer is I!;ade prlest in Christ 

Enid 111re Chrj.st. 3:very Olle is to I':'inister unto his brethre:n, 

trnns~!i tting to the:::-;;. the pm,rer of the Gospel and bringing 

about the fellowshin of belie~ers. 

I.uthe~c hlmself drwiTs the fo110v.;lng concluslol1: 

Goel hi:~d plftced hi s Church ill the E!lcl s t of 
the worlcl [tj·,:ong countless m"Klertalrings and 
cnllin3s in o:cde:r thEtt Chrlstlnns should 
not be ,"'onksbut Ii ve wl th one another In 
soclc.tl fellm'mhip f~l1d 1"anlfest fr;}}o:qg ren 
the vwrks ~mc1 p:racti ces of fHi th. 2(: 

'The pr1.esthoo{'t of all believers has CO:-'le to .be re·-

garded. nlong Hith }!,iblical authority and sf:tlvntion by fai th, 

as one of the three ll'f1i:n points' of e"TEl.ngelicc~l ~Gheology. But 

lUee the other tl'.JO, as B. j\. Ger~cish re,·:~Ctrlcs, the priesthoocl 

of all believers has rwt c).ll'l~tys been interp:ceteo In the sCt':.e 

li'JD.y, nor taken as serlously in prncti ce HS in theory. i'·.11 too 

often it hasbeco::ce c~ dead letter in a clerQ;y·,·clo;l':lJi):'l.ted 

J/iy]j,stry in Hlsto:ric~ll PG:r:-spectlves. 
~ .--. __ .>~~._~~ ...... _. ___ .~ ~""'_''''~ ______ .~'''~~~''''''''·~'''T~ ____ • ~._ ~~.--.-____ .=:-."'_ ...... __ .,.~._~.,.~~_ 

( T"GTll VOI"lr. Jr:f<> rDe'r~ j Q '-0/ ) .!.. I, .1... __ \. ~ ......... -t, - .J.. , ~ / ..J , 

~['El.lk ) 

2 0 
-.·:-)~.Te··L";:L·r e"i l' t;J' OY1 • i _ ~~. _. "--_ _ .... _ J 

-TJ' (., 2 1 S . t .. 1.', 0 ~ , "c :1. eo. 
of :r.,utl-'18r t s Horks: '.E'ischrec1.en 
in ~',Iilhel~n Fauel{, lac. ci.t. 

( IT1"'].'J '" J.C-,,!..) .v 
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institution. And where it has become alive, it has been used 

to sUP90rt abevrilclering vD.riety of practices, such as I 

Congregntim'lal polt ty, the Quaker eeettng, EtDd the LeUlOclist 

cO~'0x'issi021ing of 1ny preachers. 

beco;}Je nssociated vrith slwh S10gEH1S as "the right of privHte 

judg::~ent" or "hnIDediate access to God" I Emel interpreted so 

inc1ividunltstically that any insti tution~d or corporHte 

expression of it beccces unthinkable. 29 Cyril E::'l..stiwocl in 

'.:Phe Priesthood of All 3elievers Sgys: 
~ ~~ ___ '" ~ .. -,.,._,~ _ ______ ._ .......... _~~_' ___ r~ ~_.~_ ......... • _~.-.~ __ .~~~ __ ~~.,~ ~ .. , .... ~ __ r~ __ ~_ ~ ~~ 

r~h.e CO".l:l11On error that the phrase "Priesthood 
of All ~,eli ever:-;:; II is .synon;yrf.'lOUS T/[i th 11 :vr.lva te 
juclge:'Jent" is EIOSt unfortwlttte n:llcl is 
cert2linly n TDi srepresentg tio21. 'Those ;'Jho 
dl'C'lo,iC"s l't "le' 'r"<""re'Ly "'PI~l'vqta J'UclOJ':Fsntll llCl,-y-e - 0 __ ->._0\ - C l..:J --'-'. r ~. - L............ - _,---,.J __ ~ ~~-. ....~ )0 
never troubled to exg}2~ine t ts full Eeaning . .J 

r-J1 

He forr;IH t:L OIl_)J. the,t th,e priesthood of all llelieve:t.-·s ls an 

att,,:c.k O~-l the r:edievnl thoug;1yt of the E:edintoY'i~tl fUl'wtlon 

of the churc.h f~lxl its priestly order. 

pr1 vilege of Cl ciirect access to God. 

Such 2"il understandiD[; of Lv.ther I s insistenc.e upon the 

c.ODE·on priesthood of all ChristiE1DS see:l1S not qUi te the E!i1me 

?o 
'~/.see ~J. J\. Gerrish, "Priesthood Hnd. ;':i.nistry in the 

Theology of Luther" I _Ql~~~~E~~Jtl~~~<?.~~:l' XXXIV (1965), L~O~'. 

'1'11.e :Priesthooct of 1\11 Believers 
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luther does not mean, as is often believed, 

only thnt e{;l,eh person h~J,s a direct relationship l'r1 tlI God 

wlthout the I'18Clf. J,tion of n priest, but 1'tlso thp.t each pe:cson 

is nutufJ.lly respoYls1ble for hi s neighbov.r. 

priests", Hri tes Luther, ":i.llsofnr as vIe are ChristLm.8, but 

those whom we call priests are Di~isters selected fro~ our 

midst to act in our mCi~e I and their priesthood is our 

Christian: 

.. ,ns l·Je are priests lte are v.rorthy to 
::) .. p~pCclJ: "befo~'ce Gael to -pr~:1 .. ~l for' oth.el's Etl'lc1 

to teach o~e another divine things .. ,. 
'J:heTef'ore we Finy bolc~ly COElS to the 
presence of Gael in sptri t of ni.i th ... ~tYld 
cry "1 J)bfi., Fe, ther! It :P:[,":.y for o:ne 
another, [tn:J do aJl t~1in?:s whieh I,ve see 
dope ano foreshad Oi'Iec. in the outer 1<(1e 
visible Norks of priests: 33 

rut~1er Gould not have ::;,ncle suell a state.iI'ent had he 

not b.eJ..c1 firnly to the idea that the whole Church is c~lllect 

by Christ into cinistry, that nIl ;.'en £1.1"8 direetly res:pon·-

sible to hl~~' I aDd that they e.re thLlS r~,utw:~lly responsible 

prj.esthooc of nIl believers Tc'erely in the "Protestant" sense 

rJ 3 
.J .- . 7 31" l :r,.)' .L • ':J , 
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a: the Christlan's freeda;_! ta stw_ld in a direct relittial1ship 

er;1pb_flsizes the Christian's eVHYlge1icC:11 ftuthOl"i ty ta CO:CL8 

l.)e:f'are God anbehnlf of theb:cethren a~-~d also af the \'101'1(3. 

'Fne pr:i.esthacc_ of all -beLLevers e:X::9ressed. not reltg:i.oLls 

indlv:i.dualis~ but • J 

l cs enlct apposite, the reality of the 

'The ind:i. vicLUfl,l stgnds before 

God, becHuse he hEts recei\red the Hutho:rity of substltution. 

is the inner fOTL: of the co~<-unl ty of sgtn-cs. 'l'hus, I·uthe:c 

for the cst;nbJt~jh-=-J-;r.it of f~ genuine COL,lUni ty' tn the 
')} I, 

Church. j-' 

.-
.... ·l' 

the doctrtne :i.8 ytsse~ over in s:i.lence. 

iLL ./ . See :I?~ml ,,\1 th::~us I 'Che Theolosy of ::'art:i.n. Ll_l'the:r J 

3(1)ert C. Schultz (nlrj~\(re·:I}JSri.l;--Tor'fic~·2:S--"p~cess';---'--·'·' 

:pp, 31L!J-·31~~. 

y~ 

See ~3, .t't G 0:::;. cit., 
--,~-*-~.~.--.- ~ 



'I'. L. ~Cinclstl..y asserts that LuthEH' I s teaehing on tll.e 

priesthood of nIl believers is "the o:ne great religious 

DT'incl1)le v.Thich lies at the bEl.sis of the 111101e Refor:j~El.tion 
;.. - -'-

HefoTl:::ation couldl')c re-\i\,Ti t ten as the story of the extent 

1 r~ j 

to whlch Christtans have under'stood and applied the doctrine 
... ),-

of the priesthood of all believers,J( 

It is Luther I s accocplishr:: .. ent th<:d:: the cLoctrine of 

the priesthood of all believers, which wns overlooked for 

He D:ade the cloctrlne Glee,]" I especinlly co~;~preher.1si ve 

in the biblical sense. 

1:u ther exp:::ml1d ed the c1 octl':i.ne intrinsi c£1.11y related 

to t!:-;'8 }Jj.gh Fries't:.hood of Christ: it is transmitte~ to 

believers through faith. If Luther's "justificatio:n by faith" 

stn.tes the 'believers t relationshi~o to Christ, the priest.-

hooc: of tl'w.t ffti th is the o'bligfl.tion and privilege of thE}t 

t~he be:U.eve:r fulfills that obligation or 

This tf';El.chi:n8 elevCltes the status of the lulty; it 

trfl.Y'seends the distinetiol1 betHeen cler.:;y and laity Eliyl 
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u:ni ted thee in the exercise of a priesthood v-rhi ch is CO::LD~on 

to all believers. 

:Eut tit 18 to rJe polnted ou.t th~~-t th:i.s concept of 

the priesthood of f],llbelievel~s is not a Protest;,,1,nt tnven--

tlon, but a 3i '1:.>1 1 cftl CEl tegory, v[h1 clJ hw:~t an interesttng 

history before Luther, ~nid has never beex} \'Jholly neglected. 
')0 

in the G~\thollc traditioY.1.J'--' 

In the foregolng pages I WElnted only to expose In 

ge!'"lerfl.l w'h~d; Luther rJeELnt by his reneHed. conception of the 

priesthood of all believer~. A further reflection on 

Luther's cl1scuss:i.ons on the topic l'Ji tll hts clistinctlons 

r.)ebree:r: tbe ordiY.lary bellcver vlho is prlest 'by virtue of 

hi s fai th and' the ordal ned. or CDrGI'd s s i oned pri es t (cler1 c) , 

Ftnct other such interesting points are reserved for pElrt II 

of t;hi s '(.-mrlr, 

He turn jJTlediately to the te;:l.chings of Vfd~t can II in order 

to get a geneY',,!.l vieil,) of 1'llw,t the Council spenks OD the 

pri es t!100cl of gIl beli evers . 



III. 

In orcle~c to grasp the full si[;nl fi cance of the 

teachings of Vatic~m II 01"1 the priesthoocl of all l:)elievers, 

i t see'~:1S helpful to take '£l qulck 1003" Ett the over 10).11 

picture of the Roman teaching on the matter prior to 

Vatican II. 

In the OJ.tholic fai th according to £1, f:i.rr: [md un-

b:co}-;:en tradition, with nn expli ci tbas i s in the i.'!e·w 

r .. ,'p S' ·'l-.'-1 .. w,.i.;:C"i·1·!-: ('1 1, .• :)e' -\-, r), I~ 9' T-Te ' " 13' 1 c: 1 6· Pn' J' 1 It , 1 R. Po~" _-. _.F~ l, v L'.."I ,~,. u, .• j-_ I • _ • -.. •. u, ,.t .il. 

12:1; Iep. 1:6; 5:10; 10:6), all the fnlt~1ful are priests, 

but the fonndatj.on of this priesthood is essentially 

eli fferent special priesthood of 30 
1-101 v f\rc1 ers . / L~ _·v \...._. .. 

'l'he eflrly l:)el:ief that f:tl1 tr18 faithful are priests since 

they share in the priestly anointinG of Christ hnd 'been 

17 

• JIO 
fLest treated by st. J\ugu.stine (35L~_.430) In his _Q~ .. yi:t~~~~_.Li.~~: .. "f 

J. l·~cY'a-=:ara J "lay 
(196'7) I 5'7 F'';._ 579. 

Priesthood",' )··;e~·J CEtthollc 

1+0" ')'--1 .1.' .~~ t, re' t 'lr··r· c't '-l It· 1- 'I 1- l' , J\UbL.S ulJ.!tC dUo {)' C6cllDo J l·ne lana ·lS·CS 'G1tt'C VEt. 10-

bapt:i.s:'1 consecrated the Christian lrrevocEt bly to Chris t: 
"crust as 1:,:-e c[;.11 ther'-, n11 ChTist (anointed) because of the 
mys ti cgl Chrisl:] \ Cl1rl S:'lEl) I so also ftll are prieE;ts by virtue 
of the fnct thELt they are Fer;;iJers of Cne J?riest". See De 
Ci vi. Ul te Dei, ~C(, 10 i ~':. L. 4'1, 6'76 cU~ed in ;:':. cT. SmecU:;'~--
ITnL~""~-"'!'''''::';''-:;:'';;;'I::'j::'~'':- ~1 ,'" t' r, ;~",,' Ll.,.p,,] ("'''''1T y rlr 1J' '1' l' ~> .. ~f'''~~ ~ , .IDe .C'X 1 t:::!u .·nuOu 01 {lv 1·c·.1 U).<o. vL_, .v;,-." _0 .i\.: .rdt. . .1 .••• L, .:.L e,ss, I9'62)';'-j]-:-"'2J: -............ ------.. -.. ~" .. -.------- ".~ 

.:\180 see Rouet De J'ouTnel, .2;nehlr:i.d.ion Intr:i.sticun, 
22nc1 cd. I (Ror:'e: Hereler, 1951), p. :)'1'0:-' I1'NeqTre""'e-:tliTJf"pl'(j~6n:j"1:'e~, 
mu t<'.nd us vel ir:pro'btxl::'c1us est 1'e3:i us character in hO'i!ine~ si . 



st. 'l'hO:2!ClS ..:\qul nas hctS eJ{plal ned hOIi, the fHi thflll part:l ci VoL te 

, • J I • Lh o· rl'" p L, Lj·l in' CnrlSG s prJ.8SL."OOCc lYJ \.llu:erenL. c~egrees. 

'l'he Counci 1 of ']'rent Sft"lrJ the Reforce:es renel'ling an 

error that went back to Tertullian (160-220), denying the 

extstence of a special priesthood, conferred by- the 

Sacrw:_!1ent of' Orders, wi th exclusive po-vIer to celebrate the 

LV.charlstic Sc~cI'iflce t T'hls led the COll.neil of 'Trent to 

conclercn expltcl tly the vtev,f that t1.11 ChristtCtl'ls indtscrLc'i-

Y'.fttely Hre priests of the ~'Je~\)" Testn!l1en_t or tht::tt all are 

enc1mqecl 1fl1 t11 8quF1.1 spiri tUfLl pOi'ier. The Caunctl of l'rent 

uses the terrl "prtest" in o. restri cted sense, It is app)J.ec"L 

only to those v-rho have been called and ordained by a bishop . 

'['he fourteenth session of the Council \1,711i1e spec,,};:ing on the 

rdnister of the sncwi.ment of ExtreiEe Unction says ~ 

to .the proper Bini~ters of this sacrament are 
the priests of the church -by ~\Thich JXlT2:e in 
thcd-; plnce a:ce to be understooc~ not the elders 
lJY [tg8 02'"' 111~11es t ill. J~ftrl~~ ~lniol~g t~he l)eople) 
bllt e1 theI' 1:)i811ops or prlests rightly ordn~lned 
by blshops Hit11 the L-IPosition of the h[1.n<1s of 
the priesthood. 

j<)~Ettn it S::lyS tn its C[mon lJo. !~.: 

-e1'1"01'18 sui venia~:-:! et rd.li tnEcli ord iDe::!' ft J:'ege ilc:'pctTctVeri t I 

quiFI. et:rcle:~ cl--:nractermr quo 8i bi sate III -ces congreggT8t, 
oesertoT inflx:Lt; Hut propterea signa ~i!utanc,8. GUIlt ovthu_G, 
CU:,~ dO::"inico grezi socii":l.l'_tur, qUi::t tis cLOl-:-lin.lcu"";, signu::,~ 
fugi t;i·'1 tlS sel~V-L1S i~~~pl~essl t '! H 

41 
S.'l', JEt, 6).). 



If [~,rlyonc srL~ls t~hn ... t t118 ]!~cle8t.s of' t:~1.G 81~~1.~1~C}:1 
... Hre :"Jot the priests who hfwe been ordgined 
lW ft 'bishop, but the elCl.e:cs iij"eac.h co:',,,--
","";,,,.,) ·,-v 1 "'t 1,'1}' T,', '~')e riTIrc1+-he',"',r, 'C-..I.,lA._._._ ltv • II ,-'-v _J. . ___ L ... c-. __ _ v v~_ !LcJ..., 
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III sessio:n t1V·3Y'lty.-three, speal;:in.~~ on priesthood, the 

Council CO}:lC.e::nns the opiEion of those 1'T11o assert, "th::d:; nll 

ClJristlfl.llS, ""Tt tll,out clistinction, eTe priests of the rSeH 

, ,,4-3 equal spLrituaJ pm.mr.,. The Cou:::1ci1 exclud.es the iden 

of the priestb.ooo. of nll the [<:1i thful 'when it uses the ter::,: 

It is restr:i.ctecl to :uean c'ore 0:1:' less Hhat is 

eenntby "pastor" or !l~Ttnister" in the i.~lefor[;;ers' tenchirig, 

But 1 t dOeS not menn tl'lH t tbe lde::l of the pries t-

hood eO:,j~:,on. to ttll ChriE3t:i.fq'lS gS such is exclud eci fro:,', the 

Catho11c teaching: the Conncll stressed an external, 

visible priesthood pertaining only to 
lLl~ SO;Je .. 

O:i.J.ly less th~m cl.ne recognit;ion to the Bi'uliCEtl ElDd' pntrlstic 

doct:rtne of the prlesthoocl of al1bellevers. But the trndi-

CO',j8 ng".lin into proIninel1ce. 
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p~trt in restorL1g this cloctrine. Pius XI ~ec]Bred in his 

II Ubi J\.rcn::1o" (1922) that the Chris tlan apos tol~tte W1:LS an 

LIlportant expression of the "royal" priesthood of the fai th-

4c: 
ful, j and Pius XII (19LV?) in "0.~~~:,~:::~~~.~ .. _~~:::.~~" expl;ocined the 

Ll-6 
with its role in the liturgy. doctrtne in detail dealing 

:He, ngain in 199}, dealt with tlle :r;JEl.tterLf.7 stresslng, that 

there is cllfference, not· o~1ly in degree, IJut also in essence 

between the prtesthood of the faithful and the special 

I,o 
p]~ie8t}1ood COY}f8rred~ lJY Fioly Ord.eJ~S t l~U 

'The Couneil of 7nticEm II has presented. us 'Nith [1, 

deeper understandinG of the priestly crlC:'.racter of the 

people of God. It deals uith the doctrine of the priest-

hood of all believers ~atnly in, 

( 1) }~b.~._.P~.?:;E_c~~~~.~.,..g~~~.~.~_~~~.~?12· .. _~1~"_~~:::.-_g0_~:~~~h (J.:t~.~~?.~_~~ 

g~"~~!~:.~~:)LI'9 chnpter tHo tEKler the title "People 

of God ", 

l~, <. t - . J' " . (1 cu. 11- •• d ..) ji\'C -n .t.pOST;O .. 1GEt.e .'3ec.1S nere~~.l uer fh)')TeVHn~e _ as l\.c·,E; 
1}.j- (1922), ---S9!: .. :· .... --'T18 .. o-~rl:;:·~·i1·fs-'-e·11cycli CEtl :·~i serenti s sL'us 

:1 _ • () r; (" .. J • '. H~::;_"~'_ .-~. ~- ....... - .. ~, ~-~.-~~.::-~ ... --. ~.r~.~~ 
Becexr:ptor, j·.ay C', 19re:d: "T11e enCJ.I'8 CYll'J.SCJ,E'n peopJe ~tlso, l\fho;~~ 
tF;e---pi~iilce of the .. "-postles right1y c~llls I Fl chaSeD people, a 
ki n~)'-l Y Driestf'lood "See 'rll-Ie Chqrc1j "i>l"O~l.J ;1'(J;:1 C1'1i 11'""<' 

t~a~;c. I~. o~ C.~~)~~DE~l;: . (Bos ton.: -'~"§':C--'}?iiilr"":~:CJ :~ti~;~8 ~. 'J: 962.Y;0 ~). L}60, 

}-1-6 
J\!~S ?Q 

'--'/ ( '1 011,7) 
..... / I J 

( 1 0 r::LL) J_ / ___ ' I , 

"2 ./ ~)~. .- ')02 . 

1.],0 
7;'Ji:.llter L. j,b1Jott l ed., '(he T)OC1)Y'8J"]tS of VD .. ticttn II 



(2) rJ'he SEl-me Consti tu tion cho,pter fOlU' l"The Lai ty'l 

and 

( J) ~~~~E.~~ __ <?~2._~!2~ __ ~~~}2g s ~.?.!~,~~ __ <'::,f_!12E3. __ g':. it L 

( ~E?.~!..~! i c,~~~. ,J.~.~~.~?. ~~~.~:~~.~~~ ) :5 0 

FrOF! its very L1ceptioYl, rrhe Council stressed. the 

concept of the Church as the people of God. It meEtnS, that 

the Church ,- all its lTiembers I whatever their rHY'Lk or their 

function - ::':lre in possession, 'b8.sically and forever, of the 

vocation to the priesthood of the lord. Even those who be-

cOF:e !~'inlste:rsby ordination, even bishops and priests of 

21 

the ministry, have, outside the exercise of their ecclesias-

ti cal functions I (1utieo and responsl biLL ties GODT.~WYl to the 

1 1 1 f r. " 51 
1'T .. 1o ... e peop e 0: uOCt. This idea is expressed clearly In 

one of the speeches at the Council. 

JesU8 Christ is the su'Ore!,"e [mo. eternftl 
high. priest. He bj.uiself received n triple 
offiee fro:'1 the F<:'tther: the pTiestly offiGe 
or the office of DD.l{ing holy, the prophet:lc 
off1 e.e or the off1 Ge oJ tec:.chixy,:';, the l,ingl:~r 
offlce 01' the office of ru1in.:;. Jesus CYlrist 
8.etu~~11y lives here arJ.d now Ln t1le 19y;::;an 'by 
baptis;C! and strives to r-'.nke hiL share aGt:i.vely 
1n hi.s roles of the priest I prophet and. klng. 
The If'_YIU:tfl, 1'1110 by hi s bapt:i. s:r:::~ and COTlftTl~:.a~. 

C\few YOl'}{ ~ ]~he .,\ue:cican Press, 1966), pp. 9-<L 02. Hereafter 
n!:.)breviateo ~l_S Abbott; Hnd the article 111.u;J:Jers 11) eneh COi."istl,,· 
tutton '\-':il1 be incUGntecl tn 'brad;::ets fJ.fter qu.ott::d:-,lol1s. 



tion in Christ the Priest is a consecrated 
persoll, should offer hi:Jself VIi th him and in 
hi~ and through him .... This u~ion of the 
la;yman I'd tho Chri st the Priest reaches its 
neal;: 1:'111en he shares in his euchftristic 
x "2 sD,cri fi cs . :,; ~ 
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1'11e- COl1sti tution Lupen. Genti U1f~' de:f'J.nes the neoDle of 
__ ... ~_.~ _._ ..... __ • ,~_~~ ___ ~~ ............. _ • .--• .-. ~ oJ-

God in biblical terms: "1111ose who lJelieve in Christ r nho 

aJ;e reboL1 .• ,through tbe Hord of the Ij,ving Goct (ef. 1 Pet. 

1 : 2/+ ) 1 ••• fror;1 Hater ::11:>(1 the Eoly Spirit (cf. In. 3: 5-,6) , 

are fin~tlly estfd)lishecl as "a C:'lOse1'1 race, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation., [1, pUl"ch'Otsed people ... [),re nov; the people of 

Goo" The teT!'} "'people of God II refers 

to the total CO:JT0Ul1:L t;:r of the Church, :i.nc:Lucling the pelstors 

'I1lJ.e fOI'c(,ule, ti o:n. of tho 

C1-J.rist tl'le Lord I Big!l Priest taken frO::Il El":::lOn.; 
'Te"~ (cr'" '::'T,or) t:'1_c~) II-1nno'c:. CJ 1"l"-r"'lcrC-10':T' '1 YlC'j :-_'. l..J. ~. -"- ......... '_. .....' c .• _..' J_ ...... _v C..., .!.l- ...... 0 ~_ 1-1. c.,, __ . 

priests to Goel his ~i'Etther" C\poc, 1;6; cf'. 5:9,-
10) out of this :neV·J people, 'nl.e baptizec, by 
I'egenen~tioy] nnd f.tYloi 1."'lt:i.l1S of the Hol~! Spiri t I 

EtI1 8 CC)JJf3eC~C~l tf;cl j.11tC) El Spll'lt tV~f:: .. l 11.01188 f-tYlcl cl. 
holy pl.:'iesthoocl. ':rhus' through all those Horks 
befi ttL1[:; Cll.ristign ~~18n they can offer 
s'Dlrt tU~ll sncr:i..fices H:nC~ 1JToclHLn the potler of 
Ed.?1 who has called thr:;rq Ollt of carkness into 
His marvelous light (cf. 1 Pet. 2:4-10). (10) 

have the privilege of exercising t~eir priesthood. 



t11e fE~itllJ~111 flre COI'"tS8c:eC:lt:ecl "l)y 'b~l.ptislj.:;'~,]_ 
cli'cc:<:'Elc.ter to t}:.: '~::>:.:::',;i8e of the cult of 
the Christian relision. . .. ~301..L;:)d 1120TC 

il1ti T:1Htcly to the Chu:!'.'ch'uy the sacrDlient 
of ConfiTl"nt.io'.l, they are endOH8(J.by the 
Holy Spirit with special strength. (11) 

Next, it points out how the people of God exercise their 

priestly office: 

r:i'alrly!s part in the ~~~uchEtristic sacrifice, 
1j~T11ic11 is tl18 fOlll1t [lll.cJ. ape:K of t118 vr1101e 
C}11o'Jistlr.:tl'} :Cife, tl1.e;;r of'fe]~ -1che di--;rir18 
\JtctiIl-~ t~o G-ocl J t).1Jc.l ()ff'el-"\ tl~eIj;Sel\Tes c:llc)::Ig 
-,-"J th r..... (11 ') lJ.~ J.~_ Ut; _~.o.-

rrhe ho1y people of Goc1 shares also t11 
Chrlst's prophetic offlce ... the bod.y of 
the fEti thful "LS a ·H}J<,le, un')i nte'!. ns thc:y­
flreby t>c Holy ens (cf, 321. 2:20, 2'7), CfTlDOt 

eJ~J:' iYl ~:.~o .. tt8rs of rJe1ief t (1.2) 

FL.l~llJ.y it ShOHS the relationship of the ff1.i thfu_l to Chri st 

.t\ll Fcn ElI'S cnllecL to belong to the nOH 

pe01Jle of God.. '1herefore thj. s people, 
\lrhile Y'e:~,':~~lnin:::; one f1.l}d uLique, is to be 
spre~td throughout the Hhole "lilor1e1. fwd nust 
exisJe iYl [1,J_J. rl.f~eS, se} t~11[t.t tl-J.8 l)"Lt:cPQse o:f 
G-oc1. f s "L-.yl1J_ -I-.':':t~/ lJ8 flllfl1]_e(~ C I. G-ocl se~n.t~ 

!~~j_s SOl") J l'~·l·lO~-·-! lie t:t.PlJoty]t,ect l1eiT' of· 21-11. t~1'1tl1ZS 
( C ·0 n~ '. -1· ? \ .Ll '~r, ·1· ·"Te~ ·"l' r·h·'l- 1. C> "'",.-, (' 11 "'-~ .L f 11G J. __ ~ ....... ) t ,llG'.- v r.2. - ".Lt. C) ~ I .... h ... , _!...C!·::,~.d LJ. , 

King J HjJO Priest of n11, the Head of the 
nel'IT and W"l~L vers~11 people of the sarIS of Gael. 
For t.his God. fLmlJy sent }-;:ls son 's SpLci t 
t18 I·o:ccl itrK1 J~ife.Si·\Tex'l! lie tt, ts \-lYI.(), all. -IJ8·­

hnl:L' of the v-rflole Church anc~ cfteh aDd every 
O1':C of thODe ,,;rho ·believe, is the princlple 
of their COI-'L1g: t02:ether HEel re~:::at:ntn3 to·" 
gether In the teachL:g of th.c a!)ostles Hl':O. 
tn fellowship .... (13) 

fe110vshi I) of 11 fc, thcrer.lyb:ti n.g1n.:; ;l,en of evcry 21D_tio:n 

23 
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them cltizens of a kingdo}r, Hhich is of heavenly and not of 

an earthly nature" (cf. In. 18: 36). (13) 

~rhese fai thful are by baptisT" nnde one body 
with Christ and are esta1Jllshed fLIiwn.z; the 
people of Goel. 'T'hey ftl'e in their 0i'n1 1'Ia~y DElde 
shfH'ers In the IJrlestly, prophetic I and lcl.:ngly 
functions or Christ. (31) 

The COJj1cil repeats the same ldeLI agail1. in its De cree on the 

'lhe laity de~ci ves the right aY)cl duty wl t11 
respect to the apostolate fro:n thelr unlon 
v;ri t11 Cln~i st their hend. Incorpora ted into 
Christ's Fysticnl 30dy throughbElptism ancl 
strengthened by the pONel' of the Holy 
Spirit throuGh conflI~ntion they are ... 
cOnSeCT'f1.teo into 1:1. rova-l prj estl1on.-l flud a 
holy people -(cf. :1. Pe~c.-'2;~'-:10): ('])-'---

This doctrinul exposi tion is L;pJe:;:eDted in other decrees of 

the 

the 

the 

r,') 
Council S11Cb as the COl1situtlon on the Sacred T.iturU'v J.J 

.,.~~.~_._~. ___ .,. ______ 0_'_ -,,",,-",0_0_ ~~~.~ _ ~ ___ .. ~~._~~_~~....,..,. ..... ~, ........ __ _ >-_ ••• _ • .....:.._:._ .. ~.~.~~~_~?_~ J 

PO:E:~~£f.~~:. __ .Q~.~~~~.!_ ~.:~~~.!.:~:.E?-~l .. _:?.~_~. !.0~:_. Cb.-~~E~~_~~~~~)~ ~ .. _L?"~_~,=S12_,~iC?_!;~;I~~~ I 51} 

Q1,\1,:~.~.C?.121 5:; the I!.~"9.?~"~r::::._.~~.~I~9.~:)2~::"::!];_?~:~ I 56 ~tnd_ the Q~~~~<:"~"~E~_" .. !}].~. 
~:~~_0.l~!E.L ... ;:~.~:'(~. __ ~~~.!~._ ... ~f .. _.~~~;'~.~:.~!::~ . 57 

The teach'L112:S of Vcttlcan II OD the priesthood of all 

.5J'··l;1,)·~+t "0') 1°7 Al3~ .l.tL ..... L"-../v , J~l t .J .-. '.~. 

c: [I 
.-J rIh' d ~ ... .::.;~ .. ~. I pp. 199-- 308 . 

;::6 __ . 
- J ]nc1 ., pp. 3hl.- 366. 

<::'7 
/ --]-.'"' - .L .. Het • , 



believers as far as we have discussed s ~Ln be sw~marized 

thus: thro11i3;11 the sncrarwnt of' baptism the Hhole Christicm 

people p".l,rticlpates in the unique priesthood of Jesus Chr·lst. 

The Church is a priestly people. Christians are~ properly 

spealting, priests. Sharing in Christ's priesthooel, they 
- r.: o 

teach I v.Torship and reign 1',ri th hiEi. JU Qui te s1m.ply I we cnn 

say that to be a Christian ffieGDS to be a priest. The priest--

h_ood I received in baptis:!~ and grovring to E-,a turi ty in 

confirn'::ltion is Ch:rlstiani ty. l\. ChristiEJ.l1 is n priest, a 

j~ember of n priestly people. Every true act of a Christian 

This theri,e of -Ia t1 carl. II on royal 

prlesthoocl cnnbe put :'tn a syllogtSl:': 

Christ ts prj_est, prophet, and king. 

fPhe Church is the people of God 1'-r110 are incorporated 

into Chrlst I s nysticr:_lbody by lnptisr:. aDd confir~;~n-tion; in 

other 1f.!o:rds I the Cl}urch is Ch:rlst ]:lvinS i:n His fEti thful. 

'l'herefore, the f:::,i thful sb!:Jre l'ri t11 Chrtst m_s 

priestly I proph.eti c and. };:J.ngly r01es. 

'1'h1.s concllJ_siol1, in subs tance, is the sa~:e as the one 

c:;~~ 
- '. See 

[590 Cl -:-, '1 6 ... ·,-L· t· 1-:) .-., . -, !' n."". n.l··- -I-'n - -.3 (-\ .. o~ >; -, .... - OeG nCLJc;.L G J" _,-,1 lA.n3,s , "' .LJ_le,.:>l,.Ly ;:GopJe ,:,·!,-.\,-I Yorx,.: 
Sheod ftnO ;Jarc1

1 
1968), pp. 106, r3Lr;'~'-7:Isci'---1-t"-'1'r,cG:s-t be stressod 

th~lt the totnlity of Cllristi~:,n p:ciesthooo_ is ~ot expressed 
S':{Cl'Et.I'el,_t::l.lly in bE,.~Jti SIr and confiry;.Ct t1 on, ns the tot.c;li ty of 

'Cilr1stim-j life is not expressed either in rx;.ptlsp, nnd con·-­
firrr,ntiol1. r£118se sflCrar[iel1ts nre just the besLmling or ini tia-­
tion of Christ}nn life I··rhich 0::=<.118 for further gy·O\·rch a 1'1"":;_ per-·-_ 
fection. E;ee ~_~:~~_~_, I p. 106. 
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VIe drel'J frcY[i) the study of Luther 1 s teaching on the priesthood 

of all believers on page 10 above. 

It CfH1be notecl ns the urzds taka bIe accor;;p1i sh::nellt of 

the Council of "\7fl.tical1 II that it restored the priesthood of 

all 'believers to a place of b,onor [lrid :1. t is exposed in the 

biblical perspective. ~,{e can obse:cve the n_rst 110tevwrthy 

C' Ll . t·· J h consequence 0) -k118 per-spec 1 ve IYl G e fOl1rth chnpter of the 

By the divine institution holy church is 
SJGl~llc/-tllred ri~{1'c1. gO\Ter'}lG(1 rJ~r 8., \.'tiortctex'fl11 
eli versi ty. II ::;'01' jlwt as 1n one body He 
h"1.ve ?-·-_f'my r!e;:"bers 1 yet Hll the EeILbel's have 
n,.)t; t~!,=~ S~i' E: function.,. 1\ I,Ylo. if by the 
l'liJ_l of' C~1:['ist sO~·.(~ cl~r8 -~;lftd e te::Lchex's J 

d ispeDsers of -~ysteries I gnd sho-oheTCls on 
-1', p11;11 _:.C' 0"'" () Jl-.11ce ps" ve·~- <~ -]1 c1-),",-rE' 1:' ','1 ~l +"I~no J '-' •. c ~ ._ _ _ ' _ 0.,- l. J tl II ,_ ... _ __ ,,_ IJ _ • __ • __ • I __ __ __ ~ v __ ....... '--' 

eqll~~llt i~3T VTt t~11 J~egflX'(~_ t~o t~}1e (li::;ni t:y· f)~r~c1. t:o 
the 8..ctlv1 ty corc;'wn to a11 the fEd th:f'~J_l 
for thebulld.ing up of the Body of Christ. (32) 

that every activity of the L,v-sVLcal 'uody, Hhich is cltrected. 
. 

tOl'JCi.rds the 'build ins UD of t'"}e Jringd02 of Goo_, deserves to 

t:l1· .. 
.LYll S lS 

eX8:rcised i1'. cl_i verss ;:,~'mFle:rs by [:11 ChUTCD E18T'bers. 60 

rrhL1.S the C1:1:L'1 s tIm') T'liss:L on of .the fEti thful ie!.S 

priests ll'1 V,18 church i.t;:i.d 1n the 1'JC)rlc is fully accepted_ 

(ev(~n tLlQugh cl. eGrt~1.i.n d.1..w..lis;~1 still perslsts). 

~~he 8W'i8 decree states furthel': 

60 C'p '" "l:'})0 +- .'- ~, \....~.j.~s _~.I'- vl.t, 11' 



respect to the apostolate fran, their lIDio;') 
li-lith Christ t:lcir hertcl ... throush 'baptisPL .. 
they are assig~ed to the apostolate by the 
Lord hi:oself. 11 (3) 

rr.hus the fai tl1ful share VIi th Christ His 
priesthood. 

?:Xl~',Tfll~c1 Scl1i11et}eecl{x SflyS t11flt tlJ.8 ~'\rl1.o1e Seeor~d 

VCi:J.:;lc[~n Council coulCl l)e clescri1Jed. as the declerlcgllzEtt:Lon 

cannot be sald to have succeeded one hundred. per cent, 

fundeXlent"llly, it 11ns succeeded. 1n its ini tial stage. 61 

']1h1..18 in these pages He saw, in general, hOl-! the 

doc1..u·ents of the CouncLL of V~1 ti Cctn II have 8xpl[lined the 

priesthood of all believers. 

tion in general earlier. HOH vIe pgSS on to a p£lrti CU1EiT 

study of those teachin:;s in pout II. 

of Gael" 
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Pi\l1T II 

1. 

Ky atte~pt in this part is to de20nstl~te the 

tenc111ngs of' Luther and \/rttic;:ll1 II on the p:clesthood of 

all bellevers, J :f'ind that their ex:posl t:l.on of the 

Pirs t I sh~tll 

:Soth ~uther EtYJCl '/::l.tlu\Yl II ti:se the Sftme sCl'iptul'nl 

1 Peter 2: 9 see:'}s to Ll8 the nucleus of tlJ.8 Hrgu:'~ents 

arK:!. is ofteYl repeated by both Luther EL:n.rl Vnt:'l.cu1 11'. 

Hence all of us Nho believe in ChTist are 
- _. • '- 0 r .... ;::..· lr· -., ,("I· C"l'l . J_ (" c "'1 -0 -1- 0 ~ r-pr1eS"GL> ctllu. ,,-11.,8;,_" In nIlS l" d.,...> J_e v. f_, 'j 

S£iYS: n:~Oll EtT'e cl. C11()8f~11 11::'-tCe, (~od_ 1 S OVJ21 

people, a TO~Ll priesthood, a priestly 
kingdo:~' ... ,1 

lI.~, 31, p. 3~4; 40, p. 21. 

22 

Luther 



They are corisecrated into a royal priesthood 
and n holy people (se(:o 1 Pet. 2:4···10) .... (3) 

29 

In the SfEi"le context [LIang I'll th 1 I'et. 2 i 9 bot}l. quote 

Rev, 5: 10 "Thou hEl.s i:i)[tc1e 
2 

a Kingdom of priests." 

30th make use of the simile in Eph. 5:32 to expln1n 

the intirr~ate union of the be1ieve:rs vJith Christ. 

e:x:pl~ti ns : 

... t~e benefit of fit1th is that it unites 
the S01.J.1. wi tIl 0n:-i st .ns n bride is uni ted 
with her bridegroo~. 3y this rystery, as 
'I-he ;"\i'ord-Ie tp':'c t1e'c' C'11"'l' c<t circl J3-1~'" so'u- 1 
v 1. ".t.l 0 V_ J -o..Jc.,."..:. I-J, .. ...s... t.J I.. _!., -'LiC I ~.l. 

become one flesh (~ph. 5:31-32), 

Luther 

frv.l tfnl love v;hlch ezists betl'J"8en Christ and Hls Church 

Etnd orlen.es.s i'.1 Christ . 

•• • F'~1:':1Y si'dhtY' e::-cpressions incHcate our 
OlierJ.es S 1',1 tIl Ch.ri s t - Olle IN). f, one cup, 
one bo~y, ffie~bers of his body, one flesh, 
bone of his bone, tOlLd ""e are told 1'<1e h~lve 
< l"L t ' ,·· r'c' " "'-.',"'" "." tl 1 l'T' ('J .... , O. ,)<J. d.... ,U.l.t1 . .",:;> 1P. cu._ dO~!. ;111 .1 .1_. _ 1..\.0..... U, .)(J' 

r'c- 3,20 ) .-!. ,--·rcl..L • "J • 

21. • "J. 
/;Tt1 cle 10')':' 

J-. L. 7,1 
~. '1 f 

'-/ ... 
!/l-

., 
n t 

')' p . .J-L , 

l~O , p. 

3,S1 . 
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j\ sjyt:i.lnr explanation is 2;i ven in Lu~:cen Genti lUG: 

'Ilhere is iy) Christ and ·In the C}1lU";Cl'l 1!0 

ineqlw .. lity on the L)~~sis of race or 
l1a-cionallty I social con.eli tio:!'.' or sex, l)eC~ms8 
"-chsre is nei theX' slLve nor f:t'eerr:D,l1.; there 
is neither ~ale nor fe~ale. For you 8re 
all II cC'tS in Cl1J:':i.I'.~ t J'eS1J,S" (C-ul. 3: 2?). (32) 

:;10th these quotations equE.tlly express believers I 

u:<.)ity Hit':! Chrj.st by virtue of his ff:.ithi and. as 1ts CO:Cl-

r;., E-,'",.-: -I-'J" ;'".", Cl" 1- e • ~,~ 1 6) • 16) _, __ .~ _v"_ • l' l,JC' ._ • 
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C;::mcerniDZ this 

.so t1112 ".Terse ";'Jhoc7er bel1eves" l cioest'i.ot 
cO::Tel vs to cleter;'.ine \-lile) 11'<=:,8 f[llth or not. 
_cI~tt/}'1eI\ sit: 1'1:::~~{eS i t ~l L'.ft i;t~8r' ofl e;re:cJF JCJD.,D. f s· 
COJ"}sc:i..ence to rUllj.ze th=lt 11' he is to be 
SEt\Jec. 118 ~J~.l1_st lJelte·'J8 [1.~ld yg")t lJx·e~ceJ:"~.c_ -t110.t 
it, is su_fficier~.t f()~c ~l. C}11~ist;j .. fl~1 "bc) tie 
-} <:: ~-; Z0~; _J .J.lp_,-,- ... C;,_,., 

In expli ct t terf~S I ~~~e !~i::'sel1' cffir:::ec'1. the 
!"!ceesslt:y ()f f[!.tt}l EtYt:~_ L~~:--l)t:is··- (cfo ;:11-:.:. 16:16; 
J'n, 3 ~ J) f;,i'cl there by 'tffi:c ·ed E1.1so the 
ne ce ss1 t.y . 0::' the C1'~urc")" for tllroue::h lv;;,tpti S':~ 
as t!i:cou~;h a door ~:~en enter the Cl!."U.:CC'l. (l lj-) 

J:' 

.0'1 • ~'l 0 L!~O, :qJ) , 23')--21-J,lo 



Luther 

aL1JS to prove theLc L!sepcln~bill ty also. 

~~o explgi:n the privileges !:,:Del ·functloY:s of the 

priestly people ·botll. LlJ.ther Etl1d ~Jaticftn II cite 1 Peter 2:;" 

~-Je offeI' spirl tUftl sacrifices acceptf.tble to Go:::~_ through 

Jesus Chrlst, thnt is, ol).rsel\res, not gold or Ej:tli7"~E;.].S.,,6 

IUG~eD Genti ur~ 

those liiOl~l;:s l)efi tting Chri stiftn ,GeD they offeI' spirl tual 

31 

out of c1Elr1rness 11,to Hls v,t'Lr'TeloHs light (see 1 Pet. 2;}~--10) >" 

(10 ) 

of the diversity of the prlestly people in a si~ilE~ 

12, 4 ~ ---"~ --Jill Luthsr says: 

"'l~l.rough love :-':'le servnhts of one a:c.oth8r", 
'nll'OU::';~1 the figure of the n:G,-;:..uers of the 
body I'[tv .. l tenchGs in Ro~·" 12:/-J, .... ~; !;t.nd 1 Cor. 
1(~;1~~"··27 hov! the stroDZ; HDO hOYlorD-ule, 
}le~lJ_t11.)T ~Jje]'~>}Je]7S c_o not gl()l~~l o,rer t}~ose 

t·J.l.~l.JC ~i.·lli2 1'\-8.'-tl~ J less ]l.O~(lC)]~\~~llJJ~e, c),~~-}(l sict: t , f; 
h1J .:- ,-,n tl1'-' c()nt",--f'.r·;r t"1e\, Q erve t11 e" 1 orR f'oTr~e t·-_ 1.. •• v '-_ _ ". ... "-" _ ". _ ~ _ "I) - ~. ~.J -" - - -.. rt!' - .... -' 

tins thetr Q1. .. JYJ honor f heEtltl1 and pm-rer.! 



:By eli vir-Ie in8ti tnt-ion Holy Church is 
s truc -Cured and governecl VJi th n llmncl erful 
o.i versi ty . "F'oI' jus t EtS in one body v·Te 
ha.ve ~:any me;'lbers, yet ElIl fhelrbers have 
not the sa'~'le fUDctloll., so we, the I'lD..ny, 
are oneboc1y in Chr:uJt, but severally 
T".embers to one [tHather" (Hoc. 12:1~·-5). (32) 

Thus bath Luther and L1..EJ.en Gentil.n~ prove the same 

paint fro~ the saDe text; 

~[lhese Hre only a fevJ" of the lTa:ny l)ut the ljain 

biblicgl rese]l,l)la.nces, VJhich. one cov.lc.l see i:n IJJther ami 

~Ltican II in their exposition of the priesthood of all 

believers. Luther n.nd \lattcan II :=tppeal to the SE.\'D:~e 

Scripture texts and. interpret the:.rl siD-:ilf.trly. The f', bove 

nentioneo ones are the central texts for both Luther [[.no. 

'/a.tic::tn II in their explnn'Ottian of the priesthood of a.ll 

believers. 

(b) 'The P:desthood of Christ is the Foundation of the 

Priesthood of All Believers 

The second sh:!i leU"i ty is in the deri va tion of tbe 

priesthood of cl.l1 beLLevers fro~:" the priesthood of Christ, 

priesthood" (1 Pet. 2:9), luther also starts from the Old 

. ':Ces tfcent, 

. in the Old Tes t;c:'.Ire:nt God c.OYlsecra ted. to 
hlnself all the first-·bor:'--J Lnles. ~[he 
birth right mlS highly prized for it 
involved a twofoJrl honors that of priest­
bood nn(l th;:1,t of kings1'-lip. ;Th8 fLrst·- -

32 



born 'brother V·JEtS priest and lord ov~r 
<cd.l others and a type of Christ .... 0 

33 

Lu ther bases hi s ar;:;"LU'lent on the pri es thood of Chris t. 

the priesthood: 

bJow just ElS Christ by his birthright obtained 
those two prerogatives, so he iLparts them 
to and shares the:"" wi tll everyone vlhobelieves 
in hl~l!.. •. Hence 10111 of us 'iJho belj.eve in 
Christ EIre priests and kings in Ch:cist ... 
Christ has :1:.ftde it pOBsi'ble for us provided 
we believe in him, to be not only his breth-

L" ren, ... but also fellow·-priests.:; 

So, ficeoJ'(Ung to Luther, the priesthood of Christ 1s tr:::ll'lS-· 

Ditted to the believers through faith. 

LWQen Gent!l]": follo1'7S the SHme procedure as that of 

Luthe:r', lm.t in n T{:ore el~1.l)orf1te n::aflner provin,:j that the CU,-j·-

}):t:'iesthood of Christ. The Consti tl.l.tion states: 

~rhose \·iho believe in Christ, who are reborn 
not fron n perish"dJ1e but fro:'-;l an il;:operishHble 
seed through the iJoTd of the 1i \Ting God (cf. 
1 Pet. 1:23) ... are finnI1y established as lin 
chOSen I'EI.Ce J a Toynl priesthood. II (9) 

Is it not id.er;ti cuI vri tho Luther IS e::q)lanfl ttoll'!' ':1:1'1e 'lU3.f!.ge of 

tl1e phrnses "[1 chosen race" J fwd "a 110yal priesthood" 60 

siSl1i f'y the cO':E';unnl aspect of the pri es thood of al1believE::es 

o t: 

9 

L.:IJ. 31, p. 353. 



agreeing w1 th Luther in that respect E1.180.
1 0 

(C) 

rfhirdly, Luther [JXJCl Vatican L~ ~Lgree in 1.0catjJcij the 

oriEin of the priesthood of all believers in lBptisill. 

hl..[.>tis.:!. ,,11 H!.ld in h18 trE1.ct on the ConsecrntiOY1 of Priests 

he ngnin sbd~es that "gIl Ch.ristie,ns ElTe cOYl.secratec'. priests 

throt:!.[;h lnptis;n and trw.t they inh8]:'l t th811' :pr1esthooc; by 

Cyril :S~lSti:qood COT:i!lent1ng on the pl"lesthood of all 

11()~I~.~111i 8::-' f-! .. ncl IJ.l t11E-):CfL:'11 Sl~~ 8.,1'"'e Et~~:J~e eel t,Y1El t~ t;rle 
bellever is uy:oi ted wi th hi El Lorc1,. r'11e bec;iE··· 
ning, n~d the sign, and the seal of th1s . 
reLi.tio·':tship is the S~\crfci!ent ofbi:lptis~.: 

it unites all believers in a COUDon dignity, 
a cor:~f'lon cr:lllLn~~, m1C) a COlY.'on pr1 vi lege: 
j t In'in~5s the 'believer into H tr.le re1E[.t10n--
~hi P - Ki 1:;h Chrj. s t tllT'Oue;h fEl i t11 . 1 J . 

In lumen Gentiu? 



th::it the bapti sed Etre C011-

secI~ted into priesthood: 

The baptized_. lJY regeneration nncl the 
annointLng of the Holy Spir1 t I El.re COrl-­
secrE!.ted into a spiri tual house and a 
holy prlesthood. (10) 

These fa1 thful nre by baptlsm Lade 
one body IrJi th Christ and nre estc1,b1ished 
HLong the people of God. 'Ihey Et1'e, .. II1ade 
shgrers In the priestly, prophetic ,ando 
kingly fLl.nctions of Chrl st. (31) 

11 

Hans Kung explalns the polnt further
o
: 

F'Ellth. baptls:.n fl.nd recelving of the 
spirlt together for~ the hEiSis of the 
un1vsrsal priesthood of all believers. 
}lellce J 01;.8 Cctll S£l~l •• t t-;h[vt. "by tJf1l)ti Sill 

"in the c;-Oil1 il r O cei'T8d in ['<lith ")1:1 "IT-
1-]~ e'T·eo'lo·",'·~';-~e~ C-'0}~JSvecT~~+e~r1L ,O]S ~p'rl' ;Os~t~~··lIr-r ___ v L) <-~..... _.1.- s ~_ ... LI L- C" __ 'L ~J_' 

Yves Congc:.tr ~'dd.s: " ... the priesthood of the faj. th fLl. 1 

1s cO~ll1ectedo in the f'j.rst pl",ce. El.nd pritlc1pal1y I'Jl th lxlp-

t1 s~,;al ., 1t:: cOYlSeCriYClon." .0' 

~[,hus Vab.cnn II as °well as Iuther look at lx.lptif~o':l 

as the lnitiatlon of the faithful into their priesthood 

tbe:i.I' tenchings on the same scriptural founda tlon. 

j\ joint stateLent of Lutherf!.ns El:'lc1. Catholies Ln 

tnuos. Don"~ld Press, 
p. 130. 



T_,-,I ~-'~_L2: -~1:-,O_9.Q,",'_1_ ,~_" 16 <, U p --0 r {- s ,-, Y' co 'n C 1 u C' i C) 11 ~_",~ ___ c, ''''""iJ,c', ,.;;, ~,l __ oJ,_ • It stntes t111..1,8: 

:'le Ne:re reEtsoflnbly certr:J,in that the 
tef~chirlgs of our respective tradi tions 
regarcU,ng 'baptism nre in sul)stantial 
a,greeli:ent 1 and thi s opinion has 'bee:n 
confirF:eeJ at this I·;eeting. 

II. ~lnctions of Believers as Priests 

~rhe teachings of Luther and Va ti cnn II are Ellike 

in their interpretation of the priestly functions of l)e .. 

lievers. 

One C[-\Yl pose the follo~'1ing questions to bot}!] 

Luther W1cl Vat:LCEln II. l1hat is the concrete coy.:.tent of 

all llelievers'? Do they really exercise 

priestly rights Et}ld, fll::J.ctions? If they do 1 ~'.fha t ftre they':' 

Iuther t s answer is fOUDel in his Freedoo:l of n 

~le are also priests forever" .. ,as p:ciests 
He are 'ii-fOrthy to gppear before Goel to l)nl.Y 
for others a:ncl, to --TeF,;'cFl'--one'--iiY:;oHler d i \~frle' 
f.Tl I'il~i~ s-:·--~~·~·:J~11 e s e Ei·i~-e·-~·tlie~~rii1=}ct~-1 O'l~~S-'''o r·~·-fl-i;~f·e-·s··t-s J 

cfi~cI-s~E' YJ.ctS y.~~cl.cle j_ t p()ssi tJle fOI"~ 118 ~ • , • 

~L'heTefore I;'Te !l:ay lJolc1ly co~~e to the pres'ence 
of Goel in spiri t Or~-fE)j:Til~:-~:EtDcC-cry'"-'i'~'\D[[l;--:--'''­
FSiJ::;}i'c'i;;!" :P.l'ny for one another" and do [tIl 
thimo;s Hhi cTl"-I;;e"-Eiee'--croD,e"--it~12r '7ol'esh[~cfcj-r:recr-in 
:-l'='1'1'-e-~-'"l')''1'lbYI''' <l':cl 'Vl' C'i 'l'lle 1 .. T()I~kC' o ''''L' U-;1]' es ts 17 I. ~.~J\.., __ (.1_ _ 0 ___ ~ -l • _ .• :J .• I.,l. _ I 

r~t: 
JU 

16nm1 C. -Er~p:'Le and \.Jil1it~:Yd. l~,E;w_:, ecP'1 .Lutherans [l.Ucl 
Cf-l.,tbollcs in Diglogue II (I'~e'w Yor1<:: ~":Htionnl Luthei~'£:l1"-Cotlnc'ii:'­
T96"7-r:-'''j;): "-S-S-;--''''Tf--iiTso s ta tes; I! It was not;ecl tl12t. the Council 
.of Trent anc; the :2'on;mla of' COllCO:CC:: Sety subs tnlltiallv the S2~E'e 
tl!j.Yl:~S cllJoutlnptis:::J I f~.nd t}vd; conte,::,pornry tJ:leolor~:c\iv In both 
t~l~~·! .. diti()r,-s ct~fl"\ir~{~s l'J·l1.clt~ 11tts "1JGC:;Y;' D .. sDei~t.ccl t~r1 t~lle I)BSt, " 
I~t~~· I p. 7:3. 

:L7:L,.~,.J. 31, :0. 3~:~:j itr:l1ics nrc :,:i118. 



a:od also frO}Tl his trctct On the l'~isuse of the )::8SS: 

The 
and 
D,Ylcl 

priesthood belongs .to all Christians 
its "offlces" are spiritual sacrifice -'---.. -----~.--.. -- -1-8"····-'"·--···-·~·---
-oroclaIl'CJ.. ti on. of the Gospel. L ____ ._ .. , __ , _____ ~~. ___ . _____ ._, ___ " ____ "'_._~. 

LutheT speat:s :OJ,bout those f'uYlctio:ns iT'ore precisely 

exhortation to the 30heIniE~11 Cbri stians in 1523: 

Eostly the functions of H priest gre 
these: to tench, to preEtch and proclajj,j 
the \-lord of God, to 'baptize, to cOJ:lSecre<te 
or f:~clIJil1ister the J:!--:tlChftrist, to bind and 
loose sins, to pray for others, to 
sacrifice, a~d to judge of all doctrine 
t:mcl spiri ts. Cert;:tinly these are splenc1icL 
an:} rOYE:,l d"!..J,ties. :8"L.lt first and f'ore::Jost 
of all on THhi c11 everyth~LIlg else d e-per:o.s t 1s 
the teaching of the Word of God. 19-

37 

the right of the faithful to exercise the functions of their 

Inco:eporatec1 into the Church throtlgh 
1xlptim:' I the fai thful gre consecrated, ... 
to the exercise of the cult .of the 
Christian religio:n. (11) 

KOTe explicitly, the council states in its Co~stitution on 

<other Church e~ll'nostly d esi:ces ,tllH t 
the fgi thful ()e led to thtd~ full, consc.i OFS I 

m'd. actj,ve 1,cLrtlcipation in Liturgic2tl 
eelebnltiolJs l'J'hich is den:::l."Oc1ed. 'by the very 
nntu:t:'c of the Li turs~y. such 'Oftrti. ct D~t.t;lol'! 
"''\" .I-he Cl'l"'l"S-'-]"')" ')Oo'-")le c,o '1 ~IC1'lOC'~'r~rc,'ce uti v _ t .( lr __ c· ___ ~. 1- v.!....... c-.. l.":- c o {:jlJ. ..::t.. :.. t 

J~,o ~:, • 

J~,o I P, 21. 
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rl'he ::tbove ;-';entioned q1.wtcltiOl"_S £l,re rflther tI'1e 

introductions of ruther 1011)0 'JELt:i.cnn II respectlvely of thetr 

teach:i..nGs Oi! the functions of' the pries tl~l people. 

CfLrY;est ft:ppe;:tl to the priestly peo})lf] to exercise tbe:i..r 

priestly functions. ]Joth ftrG speaking about the fmJCtiOI~s 

of the pri es tl100cl of the fa:i.. t11fv,l. 

~utheT 

til.ose ... F.:l_", t- ... ·,... r. I _._~l • i T'-' . \, ":\ 1 L'-l,~C .J_ <..) __ ,8 I:Dl cn __ ;::0 l J ~ 

'1_'he fLeat office I thgt of the T.!inj-f:!try 
of t!'1e HorcJ I the:ce fore, is co; '_:WE to all 
Chris'::;jy,i':'.s, 1111is :1.s clear, fro", uhnt I 
hg'Te nlreo.dy s~li0" ::tl~C_ fro': 1 Pet 2:9, 
lI~toU ... Ely'e f:t J)()y~t]_ l)riest~}lOO(~~. tJ:1Ett ~{OU r:;~iy 
d,eclg}:,e tb_8 v,Toncterf'lJ_l (leeds of hiE! iiJho 
cn.1J_ed :)TO-Ll O-llt or c~1 .. r};":YleSS i-:"]tc) 111s 

20 
Italics are sine. 



l'~c:~_rvelons li.':.;ht 1\ .21 

Lu ther explfl,in8 th;:d~ Pe-::-;eT not oEly gives the::";l the 

God .. Tb.is c.ertf.tinly is nothing else thEiTI to preach the lilord 

of r 1 , 

uOO. , He Hlso quotes PEnJ..l f S Hords 1 (' r 1 JI it:. _ ~O t _.y~ LI, "Each one 

of you hus Et h;)71'£111 J a lesson, a 1"e'iTelatior, a tOl-:!gue or an 

lnterpl'etEttion." And further 011: 11 For you can all prJphesy 

one by O~le J so thu t ~tll YU:ty learn Hnd n:Llbe eYlcour~i.gecl" 

(1 Cor. 1l.j':31). Lu t11er concluc; es that "'These pas sflses ver~T 

strongly Clllcl clearly cOTrobor~t te thft t the i~'i 'Oi s t:cy of the 

;:!oTCl is the l'1ighest offtce iT!. the Church, the!:; it is uTlique 

an.d. 1.)810n2:s to fLll v.Tho nre ChTisticlYlS, not only by right but 

Il1cleed .• it is not n prlesthoocl if It is l-;.ot 

2 ? e111. II ~.,' He II t11~t t ::l 

Clll~:i.ntinn :ClOt only hEW the right but ulno the duty ,to teach 

the ~'Io:rd, of God,; nnd he f[~ils to do so cL t the risk of his 

0,011 "-'j .:- 'J' on I! 23 L> __ ~_ v '-'" v ~ __ , 

For Luther, the te~~ching offi ce J here, E,e!'~ns the 

21~~~. 40, p. 21. 

22Sec L.W. 40, pp. 22-23. 



Paul J,lthrtus corr'c:rr-ents that the priesthood of all 

1)elieve:cs 'cle.ans that they have t;he rie-;ht nYl(l d_uty to cOll:reSf:.~, 

to tench nne1 to This is the highest 

p:ciestly office. 

pref).c.hing of t~Je i'i'Jrd "V!i thin the church to those, who hfive 

T;{ll~o has not been cPtllecL I to preach publi cf.~l:Ly onl:i hl 

gemli118 l:oisslon terri tory or in ti]]:·e of trouble I'Then the 

called te[!,cher fsti 1s or errs. m. thin th,ese 1L-,i tations, Ell1 

have beer ca11ec1_ to pToclf\i::"1 God's vlOI'd to 01)8 another. Tlhe 

- 2LI. 
preaching. ' 

J\ s:Ld.lar ideD. oi' the teEtcLd.ng office of the Chu.rch 

that i tbe10)"'gs to tbe whole co;:~,~ctmi ty l:ncluG_ing 'both the 

hiertJ.l'cl'ly nnd the. Ini t;;,I' is gj.-ven in the tenchings of 

"la ti c::~n II. 

f1 'l'lle holJ peopJ e of Goc:_ 

It clarifies: 

Chx'1st) tile gre~l.t~ :Fl"t\JI)l--let~, l\Y}lO :qx·ocJ_fl.i~c.e{~ 
the EL:lE~(O:: of II:'Ls I'atheT b;V the testj,Jiony 
of hJ.s life fcl1cl the po~'r8r of =-as l'lO:cds, 
conb.:mn,lly flJ.lfi I1s E:i. S pTcpheti c 0 I'f'i ce .. 
FJ:e does th1 S 11_ot only thr(1).,'?;h the hi ernrchy, .. 
lJlJ:c ~-t~L80 t1-1roLlg11 tn.c J C=I.1 t JT t F\)r thfi..-'C V8I':r 
~pU~l~pose B~e !:·"Etd~e t~lle::.: JIt s tTl t="leE~8 2.Lc(l gfl'l8 

2Lp 
See F':~ul !,:U~h~m[3, .<2I:~.',_._c.:~.~~'1 p. 315. 



the,r~ understEmd:Lnp: of t~1.e fattl'1 E!.r,d gr<:LCe of 
speech (cf. ~cts ~:17-13; Apoc. 19-10), so 
that the pow;r of the gospel night shine 
forth ill tp2Etir dail;}?' SOciHI Dna. f{,:;:nily 
l ' (3~)-') lfe. j-

Hans Kung exple.ins the inpli cations contalned in this 

~~'l!,e preac}'llng of the \:101'(1. of God is 
entrusted to all, not just to a few: 
"But you f 1.re ... a royal priesthood ... th'at 
you ;nay declE:..:re the wonderful deeds of 
hi!~l v;rho Galled. you out of c.c1.rkness into 
his mnrvelous Jig~lt" (1 pet, 2:9). This 
preachii'S i s perfor;~;!ed not only l!'l go (K:, 

cOY'.Guct (1 Pet, 2: 1'2) LJut [1.1so i:"1 word s: 
IIf',lHElYS be prepared to ::!D.ke H c1 efence to 
anyone v,rho calls you to account for the 
f.lO})e that l,s iIl you" (1 Fet. 3:15). 'ehe 
refereT'ce to c1arkEess m-;.d light recalls 
t 11e <",,', IT -'I '-, y. 0 '1" J'e "U 0 c, ". 7"r'th e',r t:. 1 it H11l' C 1'1 ..'._ i-.JC-\--tJ _l-C"l 0 ~0 .:::t.. U _..:.'-t. _ .• ~~'. _/ t •. ""i', hl .. _ !-.>-

also refers to gllbe]J,evers: 1I::~OU are 
the light of the world.",., 

2 c.; 

--'~:w tecwhing office 'hl..ticf1l1 II LeD.DB, not only 
preEtcbi:ng but elIsa tl1e otbeT r,:ef.tl1s of 8pref.1.('llnF~ t~'1e ~IoI'd 
of GO(). That is why In the alJove qnotr:ttion 1'Ie see "the 
power of the Gospel Kust shine forth i~ their daily social 
e~}(1 fa>::'ily lj,1'e". i'd,so Ll.rJen Genth.E' expects thHt "they 
'liJil1:-Jetter prepare the :fre:lcr'-~)T"-Ehe--'(r;orld for the seec. of 
trw Ti/orc of God", (J6) 'The Decree on the J\postolnte of the 
r:::~,~ ~,!Z po L(1 t s on t the ;', ean s a fE'e>:0"'Tl1"ii:'0 --'PJ~8E'l-cErn:5;'; ~'fo"c'Q':0i'; y:-- ,­
out the teaching office: 

'.lhe very tes tLr;::0;1Y of thelr Ii 1'8, anG. 
good works dODe in suuermltural spirit, 
}lftVe the p01'-!er to d ra~; Len to be] lef 
and to Goc-1'. (6) 

Thus the usage of the tern II te,9chi ng offi ce ", here I 

has a 1>ro;:l.de1' 8e1".se Ln VEd;j, enn II thHn in Iuthe~c. 
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COEl1)1i:tYX' ltJhich J'esus gives to his desciples 
is that of prencl1ing the EJessrL.se of SE1.1vation 
( inC l'3t:-1:':> 1(,'1£";' i:;t·.lR·j:::-'--20'· "cte> l·f', 

- ~-- ~ _ f' '~..! ~ ..... , 26;;.- .-" J • -- I _." -' , ...l \. I....J ~ -. 1 

1 Co r. 1: 1 7 ) . 

'I'b.i s explanation of K{h:-lg is nore in agree,"18nt wi th 

the vJOrdings of Luther. 

I,ume:n Gentj.lJ.··'~ CLC'LO,S thE}. t II The bod y of the fai thfu1 

as a whole I •• , cannot err in lfJi'J,tters of belief. 11 (12) ~lhuS, 

what Ne1t;rr-;C:U1 called the "sense of the faithfu} 11 , which T;WEtYlS, 

the fai thf'ul as a lJ~101e be[l.r Hi tness to the gospel, is 

. recognized by the Council. 27 

of tbe i 1-__ t ... is n CODYLOn practise for 

pre!:l cll too. 

I,lso the Counei 1, like luther., stresses the 

26 11 

Hans T~lmg, op, ci t. I p. 37:, 'rhis expl~d.ns 1··[I~y 
·tYle.rp l' C' S11,,1'l r; '(J"[lY"l' E':r=V: .... o-·f;--~\~,)l.-o,lS l' n tll'" ~':"'TT ff'eS·l'-~l·'Y'e"J .. 't ~ _ w ~ _ .... v_~" "'_ -' Vv ,..1... ,,'- ,-_I-.. ... _ ..... \ .... ",,~,-... l' ...:... .... l~ _, i.-'o , 

a bout t~i:rty cU. ffe:cent tSI':"lS, to des c.J:'i t)e the ae tl:iJi ty of 
1 ' . Oy),:' cl ''- ',-roe'1 cll' .·P c'--nOUl"'''f' --,~~ .. ,<, ,,1') t"r. e'l 'preEtc,flliJEs: ~) 1: -....,.c .. -~., ~:-'" _.'::' J';, .: ... i; ~_.lv::" , . 1: .. L CC~\./J._, t,-:::..i. 1.., 

8x-plni:r-J, sny, test:iFy, persuCtc1e, eonfes8, ehn.r~set ~ld~::onish, 
etc. The v~lriety of 0.iffere rlt kinds of pregehlY'(~~ i:ll10\'Js 
eael l nne) e'fery on.e to ';-~H\:e hj E.~ eo)'!tri tmtioL tOl'j[~-r(\ s the 
preE1ehirg of Uw {;ospel. 

2 r } 

(j,bbott 'J. 29, footr)Jy~e Lj·O. 



The ::uinistry inc1ll.c1es p~l.8tor~tl !)TEo~lGhins, 
c.-:3.tecl1et~lcs j ElYld_ £:.11 otl1er' Cll.ristit).l--J 
instrnction, "''.':ron::; HhicJ"-l thE 11tur:.:,:ic~ll 
hOT'ily should. :have gn exeeption":J pJJtce. (2h) 

prt ests SEJ.ys that '''E1.ey El.re consecnt ted to preuch the 

gospel" Emd agEl-in that they £iI'e to "a::1D.OUJ:lCe the eli virte 

lIrord to HII". (22) 

Since no Of_'le can lJe snvec.'L \'Tho has (lot first 
believecI, p:ctest,s .. ,hHve gS their pr:Leary 
duty the proclamation of the gospel of God 
to c.tll. (L~) 

1~-3 

rI'hese pnss~:.ges are given ELpplying to the :rc,inis terlal 

prlests. Bu t -Hhrd; I v.n:mtec~ to point out is the ir-portance 

they gtb:.ch to the prec.l.chl~lg I:tl'lO in thfl.-t respect they- are 

si1<,-l8.1:' to Luther's stress on pregchi!.Jg. 

1'0 suer up thls polnt, 1'Te cEm stnte that both Tuther 

Fl:r:;O :J[t.ti c~m II perfectly ngree thD,t all fn'e cel-lled to preach 

the Gos:~}e1 H:nC~ it is the ir::portn:c.t priestly function. 

Lutl:cr speaks of' these three functiolJ.8 in te:n:1s of' 

the D~:t:nistr.J of the ;'lord Hnd in its cor~:~-::Ui!_ELl Elspect In h15 



4·4 

giving ;,Jo:('d of God, lJhich rer;.8hlB souls and, redeerr~s frm} 

It is l'18ve:c disputecl that every Christian 

has n fundneentcll right tobapti.ze. From this Luther con·-

cludes that when "lfJOueYl bctptize f they exercise the funct:i.on 

of priesthood legitLurcely, and that they do it not ELS a 

pr1vate act,but as H }x'l-rt of t}.']e pliblic n;inistry of the 

Church 1'111.i ch 'belongs only to the pri es thood.. By saying 

thnt the~T do it'not gS a private act, 'but as H part of the 

pu'blic L~inistry the cor~~lTlunal aspect of the se.crament is 

s t~)~e s s eo. t 

T,n th regards to the Lord I s Supper, Luther holds 

th£lt "thl s functioD, too I like the pries thood, belongs to 

all" , '''''. .uo th:i.s 

re!ner 1 ]jrt:1.l'lCe of r;:e' (Luke 22: 19 i 1 Cor. 1.1: 2LI-) • , • to all 

those th.en pres ent E1.::1C'i to' thOSE:; viho in the future vlOuld 

be nt table, to eEtt 2C 
thl sbread EtnQ drlnlc tbJ. s cun. 11 - / 

.L 

in 

lIe 

further Hrgues that the Lord's· Supper too is inclucJed in 

the rcini str;y' of the 1'Jon'l because of the fact thn t the 

:Such~cc1st, an(} on thE) other hand, they cec"selessly e)l'phasize 

the }Y:Lnistry of the ;:101'0. f.,no. he cO:1.clv.d es: "i;Jo:cd gnd 

·bnpt:i.sn, is conferred on all, then It c.;:m rlghtly be I,: ai 11--

28 
I.I; ~!j ~ J~·o ! p. 23, 

?O 
'-"./ --

~'J t ho, 24. .L .• p. 



talned'that the lessers the power to consecrate, is also so 

cOlderrec_ I even, if there be no direct authority of E)crtptL.~re. ,,30 

Forgiveness of sins is otherwise called the Power 

of the Keys, lI'Ilhe Keys 11 says LutheT, ~lbelongs to the Hhole 

Church fmo. to each of its De"'".11,eTS, both as regards their 

t ' 'J < ' t.1'1el·l" ~,r~·,.r]·.o'-lC>,' '·lf~e~, .• "31 au -norl CY ,-lno. _ . ,~ . <.- ,C) '-' J ,'" He gives the reason, 

t]w t the vmrd s of Jesus l·;t. 18: 15·-1 El conferring the pov.;er 

'were ftdoressed not only to the Lpostles f but certainly to 

all brethTen. 'rhus he stresses the CO:J1Flu,nul aspect of the 

p01'ler of the Keys. l\lso he gdc1 s : "As, l'J'e have cLeclared 

the 

the 12inistry of 
, .. 
'ene \:101'0 l)elongs to all. '1\0 bt,nd 

to loose }' c' ,0 nothing else tl1an to proclai"Jl and 

~('hus the K.ey S ftre an exercise of the 

l.dni stry of the 'dcrd and it belonGS to f1.11 Chrt s tlHns 

accore; in~s to LutheI'. 

Paul 1\1 thaus explgins thn t the forglveness of sins 

~LS one fOl'j(l of preaching Gael's' word to eftch othel' f the other 

fo1"s lx;ing the flctual preaching 'by the appointed OEes f c~'.'}.d 

others f e21.ch one I takinG Ctu'e of his bI'other '\,{:Ltl1 consolnh.on 

'1ln.1s all have 

3° .. 
J.." ':J • 1./-0, p. 25. 

31
T T,r 
__ 0 '·f II 4·0, p. 2'7 . 

~'? 

1.j·O, ,J,- See I,.:. ~!.J. })J? ' 23-23, 



cO;:;:iTPuni ty as Et ~'rhole posses ses the power Hnd the uuliui teel 

authority and duty of such preElching. For Luther, the 

greatest good vrhich the cOEll:Junity possesses is that for-· 

gi v~Y.less of s:Lns is to be found in it. '1he 'l'hird .i\rti cle 

of the Creed says "I 'believe that the forglverless of sins 

is to 1)8 found in this co~r:muni ty ttnd. nov.rhe:ce else II • IIrl~oe 

whole Church is full of forgiveness of 
~3 

E;i11S If. ;5 Thls is 

the co;-,.<:x:uni ty I s glory. 

~i.'he co:'ramal aspect of :daptiSi1.1, the Euchnris t and 

forgiveness of sins, as ~lthaus explains, has been stressed 

study bec~l.use i Jc is in thts respect that tl.'18 teachings of 

Vatic;cn1 II r.::ost closely ggree v.,rith Luther. 'J:'he Consti tutton 

ce18brn tions il1volvil1.~:; ncti ve rflTtt ciFt tion of the [!::.i th·-

ful" (27). "TJiturgica1 servtces nre not private fuDctJ.ons, 

but [,re celebrntio!ls of the Chu.rch .. " (26) 

·ffl.ptis:," Ln t}1e Church I s n~tf."e hEtS neverlJeen questioned. 

vJi th l'83Hrd to 

v.rhi eli 

r~~he Lord 's SU-o';Jer I the Consti 'cution Oil the 
.!.. oJ. '-""~_~ __ ~. __ "~~' ___ ' ._~~. _ .. ____ ~ _,._~_~n~_ 

sfLyS that the Tll.le, 

315·-31'1' . 

:::-~CC(:E:; :fu:cthel' 
t118s:t.s. 



fai t11ful, applies with special force the celebrntion of 

~'IElSs," (2'7) so that .'0111 the faithful n-.aybe led to n IIfull, 

conscious, a:0d ttch.ve particip~d:;ion". (1J~) c\ccon}in.::;ly 

to(lE~,y, 11:1 the celelxcntiol1 of the £i.,'ucharist, the olel. phrase 

lithe priest l/Iho says the ;·;ass" h<:1s been changed. to "the 

presid ent If, Elnd all other pa:i:'ti clpi:mts are called 

"!'.inisters" J of the celebratio::1. 1'11us the cO~Bunnl aspect 

nD,s 'becor~e pro"~llnent as it is in Luther's teachlngs. 

Concerning the fo1'3i veness of sins I.u::l~en GentiuT[, 

Those 1"[;10 approach the SEtCru:!.:~ent of 
pel1f1,nce oYcf~in lx'u'don f:co::lthe nercy 
of God... They are Ed;' the Si'lL8 -eLlS 
l'econct led wi t11 the Church. (11) 

~Jy snying " j::'ccol!ci led v.ri t11 the Church II the cO'''"~:ur!al 

;:zt18 Pl'8C~C)1i~"\3 of tho 1wTcl. 0:(' God occur;:.: 
11) ~i ~l~~.ri e -C;l (~f ~'J.~~ ys til t~lle Cl]l.ll .... C]~! II ~~~\Te~(t 

:t~~l f'o:~~~ :~~~=t 1'[::-)1~S}!.iIJ it is 1')0 t ~PT·6::i..C~~le(3 t;0J_el~y-
i~o. tJ.ll:: 8CJ7" -IO~l r> i(1'18 1:-:011 (1 ():f G'(JC~_ is fl-ssoc1ft tecl 
1cTit~Yl cc:ct;~:.ln. E?.ct~iot"18 1 .. ;}11c11 ~t~ce i}lt:exlT)~~8t~:cl 
fiY1Cl 6_i \r~si "\TelJT c011cli ticl 11(-;C) }-)y tl18 l\lOi:c~. e , 0 , 

4'7 



"s the B:L bIe shm-JS 1 the :;~ost il'~p()rtal!.t of 
~t.ilese t=J .. ctl()~r!.s ~!I'e lj::::·lJ.JGis~.:~ J 'l~11e I.OI"Jd t fJ 

SrtpIJeI"I, c: .. Yx] f~_L}801utioll.o. 0' T118 cO?'~n}~i:~llC_ t.o 
l)eI'~fol'-~::' t}1~8e tl1Y'ee c:~ .. ctiOY1S is [tclclress{3d. 
not :just to [l feT'T select persons, lJut to 
gIl th,:; clisciples of ]est18 I to the v.rhole 
Cl·1111~cl-l •• 0' ~~}le eZltire C~11l1=cc,h is gl l leL} 

the :;X)He:r to lnptize.. .. 'I'll.e. charge of 
f01."01·\Ti~T!g Si118 is Iflid. ll~)Ol"J_ tlle Chv .. rc!l 

us H 1,rh.o13; ~~t. lS:l~i 2l]JpecTs ([,8 :;~uther 
eXDlnins) ~!,S 1)'I1't of a Q'eneral 0 irec ti ve 

r\,; ..l. 0 

to the c~isci:oles, or EtS pfl1't or the 
oTa er:1.J:1C; of the cO~;;L'luni ty. ~I\he "'Thole 
Church has pONer to forSi ve slrl8 -i--'-';~i'i1d~ in 
CO~\'~~v3!ion vrith the Church, vTh:i.ch 8X:i.StS 
in the cO~1union of forgiveness of God 
[\2"lC1 of Christ, every Cl1:::istian is fundE­
'("C.il·I·P 1 -, v e .. ·.'f)o",Tp:;.::,;:cY·_-Fo tq1r o ,1"-, ~'Cl'i VR 'n~i'r"-~~_ ......... v_-{,""'._-tJ . -£ ,."-'.1- ........ J v ... <.. .. ___ '--, _~ __ _ t. J ___ . _"' .!.--'_" L.r 

i:n. t:1'18 :fO~CZ~L·\iil:~_.S' ()f' Si!:lS. .t"'· .. l'1cl filJL:.lly 
althouc;l1. the celebr;::::tion of the Lord's 
Supper, first occurred in the liLited 
circle of t.he tl·.Jelve I the cOl·i:.::::.~md "Do 

( 
T 1~ 
.L_t\. I 22:19) I 

is a chnTze lnid U})01:) the 1'.:11018 Cl'lUI'ch, 
rrhe ~'Jhole Cl1.ureh j. r; [,;1 ven pOlder t~) ecd:; 
the Tor.::!' sbo:}~/ ceno c~rijJ~;: h1sblooc1, and. 
C\rel")~= C}'J.~clst~if)_11 is fl)_11d.2t~:.ellt::llJy eF~l;o:".Tcr·ed 
:f()'~~Jcil_~l~e C: .. Y} c1..ct~i\re ppft.l--.t l.~] t}1is esc}l[! .. toJ_oSlcft~t 
I;~eal 0 f C<Jc:, .. 1c·!'orn ti Oi1. • •• '}'l'li sind i Cft tes 
Ol1GB agi.!.in th,:1,t the p~ciesthoocI of alI 
~beJ ie'11F"r C, evef', 1,1 res'oRct of for'nl • _ • J I-. - - • _. ~ J....I.: oJ - - _. ~." _L...- rJ r' 

worsh:i.p is [L co~pletelY concrete renlity.J~ 

'J:il:i.S expl~'-nnt}oYl does [·'lOt ...:lenn tlT'l,t; eveI'Y bel1eveI' 

It L-.eans only 

boloJ.'lGs to the co:'j~, unt ty. "!!hD,t; it 8hm'To ls the co~~vunal 



ancl dLlt;y to tal-[C nn f)cti ve part in 
']-)ftptis;:·~, the I.o:r6.'s ,supper and tl~c 
f'orgivin.:~; of sins is not of course 
the sn~;:!c thj.llg f~S o.eterEining 1',:210 cnn 
and IC;'!.y l)e responsible for ad:~11nlsteri!:B 
these SC'.Cl'HIPents in ::md fo~C' the 
cO"':11ilU'1'Ltv 36 i ~ _~___ . .t - J t.' e 

Here vJe are not spegl~iYJ!.s a1)Ol1"l:; the HuthoI"'izc.tion 

of' go.rn:i, ni sterlng the sacra;:t'.ents res ts Ll the CO,"ilIUni ty. 

Lw 
'7 

Luther poj.nts out ldlat Peter CO~);'~cnds In 1 :i?et. 2::"), 

thf~t "hT8 offcI' s:ptri tl..Ed sEl.crificcs accepblble to Goc, 

through Jesus Ch:rist, th::d~ is, ourselves ... ," Ee fCffil"lS 

thnt i..n the ChLl.~C'cll today no other sacrif1ce is possible 

God s i:l:rlo. since, the ~1ord i s COIT~O;J. to 1'J.11 , the sctcri fj. ce too 

I'~mv since there can 'be only 

splritu:CL:L sHcrin.ces in the Churcb, as Peter sctys, thf1.t ls, 

such ns m:-oe ill sp1rtt ancl iT} truth, they Cf,,]1 be offered 

"'''7 [-)'oir1t of On·ist . .J . ". Cyril E;Clstrooc1 explcLins, 

pp. 379·- 3?O. 

')".., 

~(See r .~. 40, pp. 22-29. 

thtLt 



"the self offerin,g of each Christian is ;,lade on the gronncls 

of sharing in the priesthood of Christ. 

which is effected tl"1ro"Ltgh fnith in our Lord's sEtcriflce 

enriches the lJenD.L\s of the Lass." In support of his 

explanatJon l~:astvTooc1 points out, that the idea is luclclly 

e)l:pI'esseo. by P01)e Plus XII in his ~':ed.intor Dei: 

They (the fn.i thfl,ll) l;Jill c011SeCrfl.te 
theBselves to the glory of God, ~esirins 
intel1sely to !:~r1ke theJJselves as like f:tS 
possible to Jesus 01rist who suffered so 
rnv_cl1., flilCl of'~fe:el~ng t}1en}Se]_,/es t!"S £1. 

spLci tUftl vi c ti:'} li~i·th e.nc1 throu(~h the 
" . ')0-

High Priest hiD,self . .J-' 

Paul /.ltb.<l.US conclwJes that in the fi:n.2il analysis, the 

Christian's p:ciestly Klcl'ifice is nothing else t;1-J.EUl 

Christ's OlUJ. sftcJ:,lfice. For the l:i,fe of Chrlsti~~ns is 

Christ's life, ;\J} sacri f1 ces through '!'fhi ch the COTi!F1Uli ty 

exi sts Hre EHl offeJ:'1YJg~'Ti th al~cl in Christ f in thn tone 

sflc:.cifice 1',11ich tool: plece once, but is yet everyvrhore 

prese:n.t, 1·,r11ich C'X(ll1ot be repeated. but lives on l:n the 
'if"\ 

reality of the cOG~unity.~~ 

ex-olftlJntion of the sacrifice, 

Christ1;,n 18 1.1,nited wlth Chri8t fl.nd theI'erl;'j spirituall;)' 

p. 315.' 

. , 
\ . 

. , , , 

50 
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connected to the unique Sacrl fice of Christ j secondly, 

EltJ:L<'liOLt;ed l)y the spiri t of Chri st I each one can offer up 

his OHl1 suf'ferln3s that mny occur in life, in his 1.nter-

persoYEJl-re1ft tlans·hip. They El:re the spiri tunl sgcrifiees 

which are to l)e offered. up In and through Christ. 

'J1'nese ~j.re the hw points 1'[hic1'1 the Coun.cll of 

v~~ticgn II also r':entions ill its tench.ings re[';arding the 

off'eLi.llg of splri tnal sEter:i. fi ces . Ltl.r.~en Genti UE: lIses 

different phrEl,ses to e:Kplain the fUllction of offering 

spiritual sacrifices. First 1 it shoNs the CIlJ:'i s ti1'l,n I s 

connection ~'Jith Christ f s unique sacrifice sfl,ying I liThe 

fai thfl11 jo:ln the offerih~5 of the l.i::ucharist by virtue of 

the i1' royal PT~l(::S thood . II (1. 0) Or EtGaLn; "'I'aking part i:0. 

the Eucharistic sf'crifice ~dllch is the fount ~~nd EtpeX of 

tJ'1e 'Hb.ole Chri stian Ii fe I they offer the di 'Tine Vi ct.;1.;::· to 

Gael, flX,d offer the;~:selves n.10lJ2; Hitb. it." (11) SeconCtly, 

t l 8 C --c 2-l' ·I.·,,·tl· '--"1 ~.)(-:;,nlrr> o,co ''-118 :~ ""1J" e"-' -'"n , r1'-...l O':lu V._ L~,"-.~ _ ,J:"_ ~~ J -"C!,..t.:....0 J v.. ~) ........ ___ ~ v C.L·O self oblation by 

self-·deni~',l 21-:1:1(1 active c1--w.:ri ty: 1I'I'hey likev·lise exercise 

tho,t p:r.iestflOoc1 , •• by the v-Titness of a holy life, gndby 

self·-o 8ninl f:nd. nctt ve churl ty" E~LJc1 tl1rouc::tl. gll the "worlr.s 

l)efitti:n~(; C}ll"if:ti~1n :::e11 they cnn offer splrituftl saer:i.fice:::.;. II 

Firn],ly 1 :i. t uric:~es t.be fai thfttl: "Therefore all the 

dlsci})J.es of Christ, persGverins in prayer f:tY10 p:cc,lsin,z 

C~()d (see .,\c-cs 2: Ll-2 ... h?) , sh.ould' J,)rCG8Y1t tbe£.selv8G [l,S 

livln:::; Srl.cTJ_f:i.ee, holy~J,nd ple~1stng to God ( see BO~1.12;1). (10) 
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fl[~Urlen.te(l this by cla:L:~ing that the 

priesthood. of c~ll the believers is expected to lilalu; 

spiri.tual sacrifices I sacrifices l;rought by the ,spirit: 

" •• ~ rc holy pl"iesthoocl t to offer spirt tual sacrifices 

accept~t1)Je to God throuGh Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 2:3). 

l\.~corJ.i:ns to Paul, the Christian f',ust offer the " s ,:1.crlfici::1-1 

U~ ·f·.I"_- erl' ;1[2: 0 f fc" 'l' ·l'~h" ('D11J' 1 2 1 n( ) 'L1n(~ .:.}~ co co r, ['1/·1' ce 0 -r 1 OUf' o. C' _ __~~ _" '00 j. _ •• . J; I (J.ct v Ie, ,_"::" __ -- . __ V::.- ,:k h ) 

"fi., frcJ..gyant offerlng, a sncrl fl C8 acceptal:Jle and pleftsing 

to God." (Ph:Ll. Lk;lE:),.I.~O 

the s-olr:i. t1.!.c~l sflcri fi CGS of tlJe prl 8S tho()o. of [d.lbelievers 

one is the sacrifice of C}-lrif~t to vlb.ich they 

01rist; the other 

!·idst of every-cl::1<i life, the lovine: S2I'vic8 of God. '~i~{l:i,s ls 

of one's felloN ~en. 

'~·O 
8e e Il~t:18 Op. cit. I 



Luther s'sks tIle f':1.i thful "to prE~y for one f'_notho:c" 1 

"':.[10 pray for othe:es is -Co go betHeen and ~;~flJze "L " l111 .. e:eces S:t. ()X1 

of God I -Fhi ell is befj. tting Christ 0'.11y and gIl his 

brethren." SiTlee I lIChrlst gave the Lore] I s prayer to all 

all, eertgil'lly ~~tll are eqtwlly co"~reanded to fUl1ctio:n as 

POI' Luther, Christ 'Os priesthood nr:,d the Christinn' s 

p:d.esthooc1 belo;:!.'; to~~ether [tS reconciling fni th in Christ. 

lJeil"lg united 'V.Tit}, Christ by fnitn, he coulc'_ Sl;':UX1 dire(~tly 

He hns ree8iv20_ Hnthortty of subst:i.tntio:n in 
h? 

C1'1 .-" -;-- ,'.-_-,or _LS". Th~,t is why the function is 0l.'8 of F8c'Ltatiol}. 

by prnye:t:''' (10) fmcl_ fl-D.:,ther, exactly- like IVt!-18:C, it 

II ChT'i.st-cgC Q present to us 

-1-]- e ('11']"['C11 (-'---1-. r:; '-' __ 1 '-'- L._ __ k_Lv people Cl f' <..~-o(l) J is 

i:::1 His 

LI-1 
-See L,j, 31, p. 355; 40, p. 30. 

~'leclift.tor . " 
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:'1. . ,> p 1 :'I. ('; ~~ 

" 1 \ bbE~ , I~·(.· .. ~~ lt 0.~ /.1,' " ( 1)0 C3 t 1 L~ ) _. . ;.J .•. " C , . __ , , 

The: r~ r<:·:'L·[:c :-:: c or t;'1 5. E; l)(~ 'JP~ C ; ; :1:'(; t 1'lC c'i:;:r, i. L~:/ 
( ~rlr) fr'c c./~ c:·- oi' t~l8 r~() ns oJ' 2·~) :3 J i /) 11t!<)Se 

}:8:- ' :C tf:' t~: .. c r'(J J ~{ 8~)i.~clt (~'~e ll[:-; ctS 1 !~ >ii. f' 
tc ~) :Jc. ( Sl ) . 

of' f "t 

~h:() :C ~}O~J ~ :' i 11 iJo t t )8 r;~l.~. }"ir::c"~ OJ:' s~!..\·'·:::;(\ l;~/ t!.1.c 
t ·S~t C ~'1 t J.').~ 0 ~f' ::L!-'"\ ':J t]·~_ C )~ t l:!e tll ~ 1. C () :; ' ~~' f} J 8 C , :)~'l_ t 
:Jy ~ ... (J ',) T :("\1. ~'I_ t 1-! ~ ~ ~_ r.J::~ 2 ~ I • 0~ ':' l C~ l n f l; 8 t n .n c: t}~,;-

o :::-:e J i"~l ~'l ~) :r('):i ) ~ ·lC~.: y ~ ~:!:~_yf~~ ~-I} J. J f~ ;. ~-~~~-::t~; :c [::(J':1 

G::)):·:Cc.:,.C' .. ·~ () : c 8 '~rc!--: of ~;-:~{::. t~ ~;l' ~ ·:~-:' Cj~ }:c ~lC 'C (::C: ~ ~t-,} ·· 



wri tes p tI~~is ::tnointii12~ te£tclles you a 1)out 
eOiTeY"rth~ 'J.c;r" (1 TOll:') 2 0 2r) ) th~,t'~ 1· C' tn v -t...o'l _ .... l...l..:.......... Li . .L __ ..l. • ___ ( S ~J. .... {, ~}J ...... 

put itbI'iefly, a Christian is so cel~tEliYl 
abou t \'rh~l t he ough t Etncl ouig;h t no t be 11 eve 
that he w111 .even die, Rr at least be 
pre')~rCc~ to c1,·p' for l·t ~ _ J. c-t· c; I. I .. __ '--' >_ e 

Luther takes for grEtnted the 1nerral1cy of the 

Ch:cistiEln cODsc:i.eY1Ce in r>atters of [<:1-i tll. 1his teaching 

of Luther, ttS 1 .'OJ J' lP1 He lave pOI1J"Gec. aUG auove - c10es :n.ot mean 

"the r1sht of private juc1g";JeJ:1t"j on th.e contrary, it is to 

°be interp:retecl in its COY'EIUr:g1 se~lse gS for hi:;:: the priest-

hood r.ueans "the CO':J,':!;:eega ti on Il • 

In this cO:D:.mnfi.l sense, :oumen GeYltiu~G states H 

conviction very sL.-:iIElr to Lutller's~ 

'J'l1e holy People of God s}wre also in 
Chris L'S l,rophetic off:i.ce... The bocly 
of the fai thfu1 as a vr1101e, anointed. as 
they nre "b;/ the Holy ()ne (cf. In. 2; 20, 1'1) 
ca:Qnot err in INltters of bel1ef, Thnnl{s 
to a supernntuya1 se!:lse of fn1 tll 1'7hic11 
c11E!_racte:c1 zes t1;.e reop1e as a 1')1'101e, it 
If';cUli fests thi S uYler:ci ng qUftli ty Hhen, 
"fro:!, i.;hebi Sh01)8 datTo. to' t11e laE:t; FeLber 
of the Lli ty, 1\ i t sh0~m u01i versEd agree!::8ri.t 
in :Gfltters of faith [:.nd ;;~or2LIs, (12) 

or! the inerr"t:ncy of the Christ:i.al1 peop1.e HS ::L ·\'ThoJ.e in the 

l~, 5 
Cf, ~_\~EJ~~~ pp. 1 3-·1 ~- , 
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(f) The De;;'ElrCi:d:;ion of Functions 
~,~----.~~--~-....... -- -"' ....... -........... -~~~~-----~~ .. -.. ------... -~,. .. ,------,..--

J1he lard; :point of' sircila:ci ty is tll.e reservatlcll1 of 

L1..d:;:1er restricts the exercise of the fUYlctions of 

n:lni sters . 

j'TO <1r"-o Clll E"~l.'('l·l·'T ly'·"0c,·t·s t'." .. <.t '.j ... c; t, I .~v ""'_'--' C'J __ .l-l tC{,. -~0 ,J..~.,!... __ ~I...J I 5 -- .... 

ti~ ~:- .-'~, ~:;[8 l'1t:l\TE~ tl18 s::r~~,.le :;;'){")~.,Tel~ 1~1 11 e-· 

BI)Cct~ tC) '(·J"OlY; f).,~:'lCJ S[t.e:r~!-r~ellts. r .. O"'le-\l8T', 

i:1{) Ql'"le Jl'=~~! ',~fl.}{e u .. se of -'Cll.:ls pOl·Te~c except 
t):? t~}'}e C()_::'_;se~'!-'c of' t-:118 cOL.:~-.tt:(!i t;~l Of.' l)S' t!"18 
cal] or ~,8upel'·j,or. (For l;'rh~lt ts the 
ccr:~;-l-:OJ:!. IJI'Ol)e:rt;:';l" ()f fl~J_l, Y':() i:-oc1.l\Ti( "i)ftl li:.2.-tY 

.CI.rrov<'~r:i~ to hi:,'sc:l-f lip'l n<:'<"' 1~le 'j c' _, _ _ c .... -. 'J '-~ }, ,_. '- ___ ., t...-. ___ -,;.J !~ _ _ L) 

C 
,:, 1 1 pr! \ ._/ ( 

.... - .. ~--"-."'-.- . ) 
'.1'.". ',!-,'.'.".', ",.-(11 .,·.·,.·,,·~I_ -'.,··'e· ::. f,··'.:,'} .... i-/~·-!.:.~l.-1 c. ~.', .. '" ... ' ,~I,.<:l ..• ·'~,r'.l. t-]' (J',"~" l' 1",". .'.n l' ,'," -f- -~ ..--....-, 1- '!, ~.-, n.) .. ~ C (- r~~ '"1 ',., _'J. .... ''--'-::_ :::- . __ .. _~_ v ....... ""_ 'v_ ~l_'J l..'l.:e.~;..v __ bcl .~~.;.:..:~.-.:.::: . ..:...:;:.~.;:2. 

It is of the co: .. :,~on riE~~hts of Crciotial1s 
JCll~l.·C 1'!f.:! ll.::t·'le t~et::Yl sr!e.~l~{iYJS ~ ~I~OI"' 8il~.ce 

l:~e hf1.\rC~ I)l'O-'iie~l E .. ~~Ll of t.}"188r3 tlli~:~;;s -co 
be the co:':·~'orl. ::?:co~JeTty of ~dl C111'is-ctfl]]S, 
Y10 OL~e i -(J() :1:\ri(111(~ .. 1 C~l!.1 C:tl~i se ·ti~l l1i S ()~"TXl 

::l."!l t~}J ol~l ty El.-r.'-c:. .~l .. r:C()::;cl t:3 to 111 ___ Eel f ::~J_ {J~'l8 

1-·~ l'J[L"i~ -~')8 -1 ():"'[:: 8 t () c~l J. • . 0 t C t~tt Gl'")~~!i 8 E:, tl1 ex"e 
~~)1. :sl"l·C 1";8 S}lE~~:~e ~fl;~l CO l'"ll\"Ls 1 {)r.: ~~.~"~;():i.l~~: °C}1e 
people or 'dod. . .. For it 1s o~e thins 



to eT.:e:~~ci[:e f~ :e12;11t pvJ)liC[l.ll:r; [t,l~()t~').eJ~"\ 

to -us.::; i -1::; Ll tL,e of E:i'erg8ncy. fulJlic~1.11y 
one :~'1Sl..y :not exeTe't. :~~e £~ rig}·Ji.~ Hi tb au t 
co:nseYl.t of the 1\11-::018 lJoo.y or. of the Church. 

~~~e·~~;'!~Je~~~. ft:iterseYJ.cy ench r.<'ly ').8e it gS he 

J,l ni 8try for the Etppointed Flinis tel's, 

p~clestllC)()(J_ l1cJt lj~r restT'ict:io11 'b1)t 'lJY ("!illisioYl. 

These fai thful gre lJY ·tJfvpt:i..8;~:' T'2HC1.8 one [lody 
l1Jlt~h Cl1.:eist f~.rJ.(~L ::ly'e esGE~".l}lished E~,1~~OJ:1f~ the 
~pecj:p:Le of' (}ocl ~ l-=]:'le~y ~:.Ile il'1 tl!elr OVTJ.1 1'J[l~r 
F~~:ct e S11f-tl"\81'lS i 11. tJle l):-ci es :E"j~~!;-·pI~o-i)11~f3-l:14c-~--·~fl-rJ.d_ 
Xi:n::s~13 fUtlctions of Cl1:rlst. '.lheJ CEl.r:CY out 
their 0:)":'-1 P::1x·t in the :'lissio''. of the Nhole 
·cJ.1·i;·rs"rrf-I:·!.l-:6~~-oi)18 liiH1 reSI)Gct to the Church 
uncI ths \';·: .. yld. (:3J. ),·4·') 

th(::T'O E'..Te othe:c- uays of slJ.f:.:cin~~; the priestl10od. of Christ 

n::r::l. othsr' p'u:'ts i::) the ~.lssi()j1· of the Church. ~rl1ey are 

!IO -0 
f' f J.. 

5'1 

c; 0.__ ~ I • - J _ ........ ., 

- i...1F'en 1]·e'~·!~J_U,~ r-na a Jel}gdl~/ Chi:lpter IJ. ldhlcn c'Lenls 
1,~ri tho t;l.te ol~clZ1f-i1-e·(f~-~~I~nI··E;·:~e:('s i~~ trle Ci"1-u:ccl'"l ct.rlC:~ t~r.J.ei~c f'll{lctlo:r~s ~ 

It is ttf~t31' E;et~t,i!~~C~ fO~i7t~.l. t}lf: f·~tJy~,c.Jciox)s o~f t}~!e }11e~[,ctI-'el'1Y f 

tJ'}~~t~ t.118 cotH:.~t,i tllt~ior~ -Gll1-'lIS i ts ctt~te11tltJ11 t~o Sl)e~L;.~t E1.1Jo-Llt L~l·le 

functions of the priesthood of the faithful. 



"'1 C! 
C-.. t.J 

II 

1')e hn ve co:;'parecl· the teachixlgs of 

the priesthood of all believers, 

He.. hfnre seen their converc;ence in. different points. :rhey 

agree cOY'pletely in their starting point! that the prlest-

hood of all bellevers is a participation in the priesthood 

They SD. uStc'-11--

tiftlly a~;ree in deseri blng the fU.!'lCt:i.ons of the p:t:'iesthooc~_, 

or the ordaine~ Einisters. 

G:~uoting Paul Dabin, 

:F'riesthoocL f;·S H funetlcmal p£trtieipation in the triple 

of:f':lee 
£:'., 

0 .. 
0 ...... t)·('l· S' t~ ".).1. .1. v- __ 1-- ~ 

Yet the Chri8tj.~\'n I s role j.n Cat:;hol1c 
th.eory is 19rgely passive because of 
hls cic1)E.mdeYlce unon tb.e YD.l'ions ft'-Yle·-- - ~ [ 2 
tions of the hicn:.rehy, j . 



Tflis re:~[trk that the Catholic 'IrisH of the functiolJ~tl 

lElrgely pnsslve and that it . .,..........--~--~-.~,-~~~.--~-~-~-~"._I~.,._. 

upon the various functions of the hierurchy, CEHl n.o longer 

be held v[!,lid in the light of lIn t:'t. can .11. For the CouDci 1, 

active participation in Chrlst's triple office 1I1n the:i.r 

OvJll 1';ray" - di fferent froJ} that of the c.ler8Y - and 8ntrus ts 

thcr;' to "cGtrry out their ovm. part". 

laity: 

active role of the 

DOH the 1<:li ty En'e cf<Lled. in a specL:l.l 1;~r:.),JT 

to ~1~a~re tr-'.e Church }:n'eser.t Emel operative 
in those places and circu:::'str1l1ces l'ihere 
only tl1:couSh theT', cnn shebec(YJ,; the SFilt 
of the 8t:',rth... }:i'urtl1er 1ny.')e::l lw.ve the 
cftpncity to 1)(:~ deputed by the hierarchy 
to exercise curtain church functioDs for 
a spirt tl).al pUTpof?e. (JJ) 

rI~1'L1S, Ei.,S \"lo~csl]il)e]~ s 1'l)-hz.)s 8 8Trer:l cleecJ is 
holy, the laity cOl"wecr""te the v;orld. 
1 b:;;elf:' to God. (Jl-t) 

They ;\f1LL better prepare the f:'t.eld of the 
world for the seed of the Word of God. 
/\ t the sa;":e tL'.e they will o})en 1!rid e1' the 
dTL1J:'ch's doors j thr01.J.~::h which the E.:.essage 
of peclce cnn. enter the HorlCl. (J7) 

~Phus IU';1en GenthL! is 1PJerftl 1n stressi:qg the ncb.ve role 

t;J of the lai ty in. the Church. j 

I' "I 

~)·)j\.8 Fl. reslJ.l t of -t~11is s~'cl~es8 t}18I'8 f!,,1'l8 l"le1i,T irlEt~i<r .. 
. tl1t-;loi18 sll.cli ::.~s L.ioces.:ll-: CotlY}C:LJ_s fl..l1.d. F',ttl-·].S}1 COll}-).ciJ_s lrl 
v,rh1 C}l 11 f'<i:·;j.liar c";.inlo.c;ue 11 U:~.1l be carr-ted. O{llJeJcr;Jeel'!, the 
lEt i t~y El:'ocl t11e~I_:c J?fti3 tOl-'lS . 



Against E~tstvTOod I s rerark that the Clrcistians I role 

is (I epend ent on the spechtl priesthood of the hieJ.:'[;l,rchy, 

~tlteJ.:' Abbott comments: 

C[,he lay apostolate EtcGording to so:u::,e eftrlier 
cOYlce}ytions h;:\.Clbeen lij~i ted t·o the co-­
oper[;.tion of the Inity in the apostolic 
tasks pro-DeT' to the hierctrchy. 'rhe present 
docu-'cei-Jt -O:"~~:~~~~:_Q~_l~!~~~'J, gS well as the 
~'. e c r ,.., '" o· 1 .r::: "1 a "-)''''' J_ 0 J C .... C" 0 n tl- e ',- C) '"l "- -, ,0' c l' ~ C> J.I ... ":;0 [_ VI 'C -.::-\..J. ()u v _<t f..,~ .,. I .. 1 1_(..4,._ VtY f _~~c _'>.V 

TF~-cleili:;-'-'Ef19:E'--\:f}1 fIe . T£i'i~};"ey~'-"iEily"'If-t-ucr5D1 y 
8,ssLst in the hie:carchical npostolate gS 

co~Llr!-,l)or::lt~ors, t11e terrl"l. "IE~.y ftlJC)st:oln .. teli 
refe:r's prL,flrily to apostolic tft?l;:s 

. t' 1"' "l ,..1-I)el.-"}t~ti~(~lr.~g T~O -118 __ f;\.ll:'y· El.S S1-1C!1.·/ I 

They ~lre cEllled there by God so t~lut ~):l 
exerei sins their proper fUX1cti Oll and beir.'g 
led b;,/ the sp:u'1 t of the gospel t1".!cy can 
~'rDr:;: for the SEl''}e ~~i fi Ul, tlan of tl1.e \'Torlc~ 
fl\O'C 1'[1 t:;}1il~, i~~1 tl'!e I~~tYl::-J8~C of left'vf~-(t c , :, • 

'2r.e l€"yi'\O~~'"} i oS closely in'volve6 ill te~':~:po:CHl 
e .. f:fi;~i:rG of e\Jer~l sort;, It is tl-181'lef'ore 11:L8 
r<i)""ei ,,', t~, ,,·IT i-a 1" 1"1 1 1:""1' '-of_' <"~d (). ·t~"/{.lYl1· '78 -i-hpsp· .~.!..'-' __ C.·~_L ".,-)..) .. "'" ~~ ___ L-_-,l...I. . .L.1. .... J LL ___ __ ..::::>.~_. <-..> u __ "-,; ........ ~ 

[),ffEl~l r's :i.n Sll.ch a .."my t!l::t t they ~,:f:.ty f:.\.hmys 
st~lI't out, de'Telop, and persist 1'),ceorcu,'J.g 
to ~Y}rist loS :-;,1n(1, • •• (31) 

:r;:nir,s a:r'e talu:;Yi. to dispel the eo~'~:r·,O)}. i:riseoDceptioYt tho;l.:; 

the },<ti ty [,Te i1'l nIl res})ects subject to, and deper.·dent 

60 

upon, the clergy. On the contrary, the Co:nstitl,.ltlo::"). teaches 

that there j_s a ';~mtunl relE:tioDship of sv.vport betHeeD the 

LC: 
laity and cle~gy.JJ 

Ti,ine, 

d" 
J~AblJott ~.E.,.'_",",~~_!., }'), ,~9, footl"JOte 16'7 .. ItaltcE: are 

p. Y"~, foot.!::ote 165. 



role l' c' 
1_' l!J.re;ely passt ve HEd thu tit is depe:t'}cient upon the 

fUYJctio:ns of the hierarchy, is not so correct in the sense 

tbnt the lctY~-':eJ:1! s Tole is [:.l(-w.ys sulJjeet to H!xl dependen.t 

upon the fu~ctional role of the hierarchy. Hhat we CHn 

assert 1 s th[;Lt eHch bEl,S i. ts (H··T11 role cl.nd their roles are 

rela ted; tl'l8.t; relgtloY,.shlp is one of n'utUHl support accord ir~g 

It 1s Ht this point tbat 

bell eYers 6i ffer fr07
, the vi el'm of L)..lther on the ::.:!a.tteT. 

III. 

~!atic.~i.::1 II in their teach'inss on the p:ciesthooc~ cf 101.11 

bellevers. jovJ, we Ifill e:y~£nine the dLfferentiating points. 

~'Je hf:.ve seeYl that I.u ther ::llxl \laticr:tn II Hgree 

perfectly th£tt [tll believers aTe priests J sYlari:n::; the 

:Pl'i6,Sthood of Christ, flnd ·that all !)elievers hEJVe pr1estly 

functioi-:<S. [,Iso Vie SEnT that ther'e 1s [1. de:-.2n'c~ttion fOT 

the priestly functions of the L'elie'\rer,g: I_,uthe~c sets UpElrt 

• vrhOl( he preferred to c::~11 "?J,ir;is tel's" . 



the ~e~8rcRtion, setting apart certain functions for the ones, 

who are tradi tionally cfl.llecl the OJ,:,dEtined pr-:"Lests, or the 

hIernTchy, 56 ~lhe role of Luther's ".rrintsters" and Ror:::fl.n 

Cfltholi c "p:ci es ts" ls v~'r1[,t tis usually' called the mIn.i stry in 

the Church. 

We are not treating the milllstry here. 

l-1,S, in this thesis, is to find out how Luther a:nd Vatican II 

relate the priesthood of allbeltevers to the role of the 

clergy or the ministers. 

F'or Luther, there is only one, priesthood in the 

Church: that is, the priesthood of all believers. ~:here , 

is "no othel~ priestlloocl
" , Sgys Luther, "th~m tllEd~ uhich the 

priesthood for the rrinisters. The priesthood that the 

~inisters possess is just the priesthood or all belisvers: 

Ylothi:(Jg r·lore. 'Ille priestly functioYJs l'!hi.ch they do are the 

c::6 
~, lncludl lleboth I.uther' s "Ltppointed ['ini s tel's" and 

Ho:;~rLl!,'S "or(E'_ined priests" I l'r111 be using D_ CO!J.,~,:on tend 
Itclen'gy" or "~:!ini.sterirl.l priests", [n')(l their role as 
"J:tinistry" to distinguish it frOT'[ the pTler::thooa of [1.11 
'bellevcl's. 

c.;'-
- (V."t'l:;l' c r1 1'1 IT 'Jses tl-le +er':' 1"\]' t·r '1-0 '11"e'l('l "11 '('-1'1<::> c ... c .... _~ ..... 1.. ... 1. ~ • i V J~J c·. rJ ./ '': c. •. .:. CI..__ ~ _t.: ... 

baptized believers except those ~10 are in holy orders 
(m:iests or otheI'\-'iise called clerDY) (IuLen GentilL: 31). 
"'1\i-11'''-r' '\-L ," 0 11 C' '" C' Vh ,::. ol-e I~-.l lroll' -1-.; 1-1°1.'-'e J- l"';'~F}l-(;--;:,:o~-I~' e' :"-;-:;;--1'1 c.' ('> fl S __ , .l /_ \:,,__ c '. 0 .-.l...:;1\:/ '.J v. __ ........ U _ J..... c.... v .. : _ v _ _ l.I .... _, ~J __ ,,~__ ....... '"-'_ •. 1-:'> '-' • 

VD.tl can II, to ;i~eaYl all thebelieve:rs except those \~ho are 
the Lil1isters or oi:.he:CHise cHlled. the clersy. 

l.j·O, p, 



very s'::t'lle fUl:ctions l'Jhich all' beltevel's could. do; nothing 

mGJ:'e or nothing eli fferent. 

luther declares: 

Here Ne take our stand.: there is no other 
\'lorcl of God than thfd~ 1f.Thich is given all 
Christlans to proclaiL',. There is no other 
baptls;T~ thnY:, the one whi ch Hny Chrlstinn 
cnn besto-I'J. There is no other reme:mbrance 
of the Lord r s Supper than t}'.Elt whtch any 
Chrlst:i.an c::tn observe and 1·)'11ic11 Christ 11E1,S 

insti t·uted. There is no other };:incl of sin 
than that IHhich any Christiml cnn bind or 
loose, Tbe~C'e is no other sEl.crifice tlw,Yl 
of the body of every Christian. No one 
but a C;,1ristian CfHl pray. 1\jo one but a 
Chr:i.sti::m !liftS' judge of doctrine, frl~e8e 

1 tl . '-1 1 1 .. -.,,' LJo ::'1ELKe -1-!8 prlesl,_y ane roy.':!. OIIJ_ce.-'/ 

If it is so J the:t'e [.trtses the quest~LoY!: 

of Et s~oeci[l.l Finlstry? Luther gives the al1SHer that it is 

for the sake of order amol!,s the people of God.: 

otherwise, there Gight ~e sha~eful 
confuslon flTI"'Of'.g the peop1e of God, 
and [1. l<::incL of Sa by-lon in the Church, v,There' 
everything shOUld 'be clone in oro er I /18 

the l\})ostle tefl,ches (1 Cor. 14: L~O) .00 

Finisters ..• chosen by us. ,:['hey fulfill their offiee ill 

~eh8 l)riesthoocl is iwthing hut a L.i1nistry. ,,61 

"Of} this acco'cult, II SEtyS Luther, "I think it folloW's thEvi:; 

we neither ~Ln nor ought to ~ive the Imme priest to those 

1.~0 I pp. 

6o__ ._ 
t'll II} e l~,O, p. 

11J, 
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J\ccordil!8 to B. 1\. Gerrish, Luthe:-c's claiLl, here, is that 

Ln ~bet:(lg anointed to the CO:'lj(l~o:n pries thood I Chri s t:"ums 

hnve cO'i!ni tted to the T:inl seers the elU t~r of proclE;:L,iln.i~; 
(.. r, 

C-o(l. 1 S ::Jo:ccl ~ ;);J 

tf:l1erefore the r:;j.:n:'Lsters [lctually are the clppointecl 

functiomu'ies of the priesthood. of all be1icvers. 1'his is 

hOl,y Luther l'elcttes prtesthood and l'2tntstry HGcordL'lg to bis 

wri tinss of tll.e ;)Tcnrs :1.520. ftnd 1523. 

'1111e P·ahylolli;:J.n C~l,:?ti vl ty of the Church, and. l\n i ... ppenl to the 
~_ ••• ~ •• __ ....... ~ ____ ~ _. '~T ~ __ .~~~._ •• _~~._.......,..._ ....... __ ~ _ ........... u __ •• ~--..~~ ___ ............ ~~ ... ~~ __ ~~._.,.-_____ .......... ~_, ~ ....... ~ __ ... __ • .:_. ___ • __ ~~-... ~~. __ , • ...-.._ • .-.., ____ _ 

laity. In 1523 01ther confronts the proble~: 

in. tl-18 
406. 



up l'r:i thout £L c:'tJ.l. 

'e, J • 1 r' 3" .:::;u.G lrJ ;: G 

1 COT, 1)j,; 30 , 

cthervrise 

in tl1 i f.! context a:'."lCl the j;Jl'iest!100d of a1J. 1Jelievers plays 

1'.,.-' 
here :no role. l<J 

he relgtes priesthooc! f"nd ~-,i:nistl'Y eJ.ifferentJy L..-l d iffer8:o.t 

direct divine institution. 

65 
See 3. A. Gerrich, ~E~_£~t. I pp. 406-407. 



pre t~,. ti O~l : one whi ch eL"ph~:si zes the co~'.'2o:n p:ci esthood ,as 

e':lph'::,siz8S n cHrect-,di'iTine insti tution of the speCiEtl 

IQil"]is t17. 

certnin priority over the 211n1stry 'both in tire and ra:nlc 

Aga1nst this f the l[~tter argues thfl.t the existence of 

so th~t the ministry is prior to the CO~~OD priesthood in 
// 

t~i:-~le ft~:-~(l :e£~.!..ll~: ~ oc; 

to th1s questlOYl strictly per'-, 

'l::ct1ns to a study' of the ;:llnistry l';-hich is lleyond the scope 
.( ,-. 

of thh~ thes is, 0(' Ly purpose herG is jus t to po:1.nt out 

trl~l.t there is such a pro1)lehl, and so, LuthcI" 1s not cleEl.T 

l'i1' 11J· c·te-rl· a 1 ".1'1· "'st1"")0-(,1 _, ____ u __ :- .1.-'/- "-./1 .I. ... -6 'l'hJ:' 0 ugh the 

sElcrn: ____ :el"lt of orters I so-:-~.e Christigns HTe sil1J:lec1 out to 

exerc:LSi:-: g specinl :;:,inistry [l.~.,!oy;s a priestly' people, a 

66 1,} ... \ - 1J Or) .:; . .:-~~c~:., p. " ,J. 

66 

67.,· .:-i.oT·leveT ,1:::rtsec3. on the subj eet ~,-.g ttel~ of this t112S ts 
one nr:S'\lE:T cn::l 'be su:~;gested. thus; the LiYlist:C~f does not 
issue f:ro') th.8 CO'D'on priesthood gS thOll.Ch 1 t 0_er1 vss its 
au tho:ri Z;~). tion fro~'; the Cu~!gI'eC;n tio1'.. Ji'ur ~:"uther I the 
exe~cctse of' t;Y':8 ~fil1ist~e:,-in .. l. f'U .. l1ct~i(.)ns rest::s O~(J cl.t "rirle 

'author-lty, Eot on "the will, CO!Llii::sioYJ., or- cOJ.ls8r~t" of 
tbe psopJe. See T3. 1\. Gerri s11., ~_E~ __ c~?:.~~ .. t PP, l!'08 .. 1~'09. 



mlnlstry consti tuted b~" ft neVi, a special l'.ray of ,sharlng in 

tl)e prtesthooc1 of C}ll"tst. The pri.esthood confel~:i:'ed by the 

sncr:::1.'=.ler.t of orders ls called the E~i111ste:c1al OJ:' hiel'Ell'chicctl 

prtesthooo.: It is related to the bnptis~nal priesthood of 

all· believers precisely as servlce, This hierarchtcEtl 

prlesthoocl ts to serve the Chrtsttan people tn such a lr\"ay 

that they r:.cay exercise their ON;:} lXtptiSJAtl priesthooc1 F~ore 

intensely, t.e" thEtt Christhl,l1s 'beco:rLe l!lOre effective 

tetlche:cs mxl Horshippers and serve the l;:in.E:::;cloE: Hi th greD.ter 

One of the Council speeches entEi:erates the re]a~ 

tlODS ·~.!hlch Chrlst set upbetHee:n the universal priesthoocl 

'rhey' are: 

L 'ro emlble the lnYT~!Ell'1 to fulfill his pr:Lestly, 

prophetic £l.nd kirz~ly off:i.ce, Jesus Christ gave 

then the right· to be sup~ported I tau2;ht fmCL 

ruled. lW thc offtcers of the sEtcred hierarch;,}. 

rDHY h[tVe ncccss to the eUGhnristic sfi.crifice 

1:'lJ:c'1tstry entrusted. to the Hiernrchy. 

:3. Jesus Chrt st ope;:1s to the If:.yv:.':l.n a sure })~l.tb. to 

en] Eluthent:Lc l0101'Jleo.Ge and a d.eeper i:nvestlga-

68 
See Gregory ~~nc~, "1'he I,;:"Lnt ste:ci.~11 }'riesthooc" I 

~!~l:1 e __ ~~llJ,.~J:~~:.~·!~., r:r (196 ~), p. 5. 



tion of the truth of the Gospel through the 

kingly Ii'inistry of the sacred HierHrc:1Y. 

~" J'esus Christ does not le.::tve InYL;e~1. o:cphEms in 

their extrerrely difficult task of renewing all 

things in Cl-n.:-j_stbut re.turns to give then 

cournse anc1 joy,69 

J'oseph i.~arlqye points au. ttha t st. Faul in thls 

IH1..tter TfEtkes flo cJefl.r·-cut distinction in 1 Cor. 3:9: "For 

o '" \.TOCt S helpers: you are God.'s 

Tl1ouc;h thoy c1..i ffer fro;r:o:Vle i:111ot:h.er iII 
essenc r:; g~ .. d not o:o.ly in degree, the COE:i~:Orl 
priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial 
or hie:C2~T'chical priesthood. aTe nOl""etheless 

~.:~~ef~ e;a ~~~~; tic ~is·~~Jd~·A·-H~·~·:~l1f~6~:~'~p%r~s~E{i~~k-~2: 
of Cl11~i8t, I'}18 J:llrJlst~E~rlD .. ]_ l)x'iest ·t;y t~he 
s;:'l.cred pO\icr he enjoys I iJ'olds a.ne!. ruJes the 
-"t~l' "st-l:;;- '--'o'nl"" ;'c-l-i;-,i'" l',] -'le-I'Sl-)n o·nl· C")'r'I'-,{-~J_. e ,J __ ~) .t ..... c:;;. E-- Cd _'- 1.I-~-··0 - .i:" __ -_ •• J. • __ __ I_~ L/, 
hebr:l.:n2;S E~'1Jout the J,1J.chnristic Sclc:rl.fice I nnd 
offers it to God 1n the 11.Hj:,~ of all the people. 
For thei:l' :p~trt, the fai thful join in the 
offer:Ln,s of the Eucharlst by virtue of their 
royal priesthood. (10) 

60 . 
/See :~;-')11e Joseph (le S:~,:edt, "The J?l~iesthooc:.. of all 

68 

the :Fel.:!. 8'\TeJ.:'?_" t ,in Cq~:'3~ar·.! idl.n:?; ftr!.cl C! f E2v~10~1 f 9on~:lGt 1. 
_~~.3?~_~_?_~~! ?~~ __ . _~~!_. __ i~~~,~~2- _~~}~~~ __ ~l ' ( 1.,ol"J.c1 on ~ SJ1 eecl (1.11(1 .-·JELL'C:·)~~"~l·>ul4,), p; 27 t 

( -'.TO,· .. ·~ 
-", ',;! 



In d.:Lffel--;e11t~ ~'iD .. ~rs t11.e \,T.~J.r'1iou:3 Tijer.-=.fJerS of 
the Cl'!.1.i.l'ch Ghare in tlx,t one SEUie }.n-<Lest­
hood. of Chr:i. st: the ge:()e:cal, o:c COm~IiOYl 
pr:i. esthood of the fEd. thful C011S ti tu.tes :':1. 

cert-;EtiYl slT:~~9J_e d_egree of' t}1i s s11fi,:clj:1£~, 
the fu:i. thfu] HI10 through b.':tpti s"JancJ. the 
anol:ni~in2; of the Holy S:plrl t ":ceee i ve 
consecr'.tloil as ft spirt tUE' .. l house, H holy 
priesthoofJ. It is theiT' btsk, in every 
8mplof1ent, to offer the spiritual 
c'::1.crl· -Ini ces of' '1 rI11".'~·i C'·ti.'J',· .. I·.····"1y,lI (TU".~P" ~J~_ •.• __ ~ 1... ._ <..-" \.~ ... ___ I...J ___ v__ _c..,,_.J. _ ,,- ... _~ __ 

Ge::1tiE''', 10). Pr:i.ests sh[tre iYI the' p"riest-
,-"-"'T-""":;:; r111"'l' s·," 1'''1 r> (~1' ·f'TAO"A",,"-.'!'" T.rr '" ,(1.00 1.-.1. 01 , .. ...J_.r. __ t.l .. .!. ... cl, J ____ ~ • ..L ....... J._~ L- !r"iCl,.S" a e 

11 In vLctue of the sHcrn.:.;en·c of order I ,they 
fl1'"'8 c'JYlSec:i:£.tt~8d il1 t1l.e 11].[811888 o-f' C}1~cist, 
hLrh HllC1. ete:niEtl 1)1'iest (cf. IIeb. S:l'-<LO; 
7~24; 9:11.n.~?3), [18 ge i.1li_lrle l):r'iesJes- ()f til.e 
1:1et-'J rJ~c;st[Ll.~C-!yjt, for tl~~e 1"T01:'~{ of r)~eE;[lC11:l.1J.g 

t:l~le 2;l)SlJG:t i te:;:1Clill~' ~-:~~ S ~:l;i -i~}lflll J [tr;.c_ 

C e J Co ·l)"~;::~ 'l':'j Yl ",. (~1' ,/"'] )'1 po FO ~ c: h 'L T' 11 ( :' .1), .. po"n :-.'.p '1'1 '1" 'L 1)';·' __ \.J 1.1_. --'-__ J _~ •. __ '~~'-.J " .... l~ ... _. J...I _, __ L-_ ~ ."' ___ _ ,'.J ___ v_ 1... ____ , 

2?). ~?o:(' t}1is l--ef;'SOJ.l, t}1.er(:;:for~(~-;~t:rie-~"-----~---~ 

~~;~i~:18t.eJ:'if.;. ~L ~pl"i e s tl10o( 0 i' l)~cl e s ts 81.l:CPf.tS s es 
t~}1(~ f~8r:e:CEt~t 3?J:'i esthooc~ of -Gl~E; fE~ .. i -tll:flll, 
stl1ce tl~Tt)rtsi1 i -L-: so~:-_e iy1. -t}~e ~.3()c; y of -C}-l(; 

C}1~JJ~C.;:1 f1re f!_·S8 i~ 111f.~. t~e(l t~o C~l:ci p t: t!1e l-:l(~ftC:_, 
n.n.d .~tl·e ~PJ-:-()~·:.ote(l II to SCX'"'I8 (;1111 ist., t~11eir' 
:-.;n .. stel"), :·1'li.8St fl~~'!C~ ICi~1.~:, ~ll).d_ to S}}clre ll.is 
1= irl.:Lst1'l:r. , II ,Ii (:FJ~eS1J~y-tel")Ol~'U~-~: CJ':-~~ l~;ls s 1) 
tl TIle J:8 :L S f:.l:J e s 8e-~~·:E~ri!~1~F~~(t~I-f·:f8-j~-El·~;J~-C8-···~Gent~1·Te e !_~ 
-Ctle f::~i t1-1f'tll[;' c(r~.~~~·(O~,-·J. J;)l--iest~}lOoc1 [-LtJ(i_ t~-'le 

I)~ci e s t1:1.r_)oC~ () f i~11e rJ i ll.i s -t:C~T OZ' t11c 11:1.. el--c.~.J.:--c11j'" , 
f~I!(J }·10t~ j118t~ f~ cliffeJ,:-'erlce of 0_eGl'ee f 

~:re\,Tel'lt1:'81ess J -t11el-'e ts £}11 oj~cle:ce(l l-ac~lctt,iol} 
l)et;t-·!8C:::~ t~11e~-:3: 02'lG ~:"YlG1 t}J.8 Ot}1'::;11 l1~tS 1 ts 
S:P8ctf1.J_ l!:e~y of s11~l.rl~-13 -t,11e Sl~(lgle ri:cle:3t, .. ~ 
}j ooc~ 0 f Chl'l s t " (Leu'., e~.') Gen ti u·; J 10). 

t f ,I~\re:cJ' })l-aiest~ (}~:j_rJj_}st:8~cif:tl ;?r~Le.~-)t) t 

}l(')1:'T(:"!veJ~t is tfl.J{e~~l f'l"C~_:~ [t[~.O~I~~ Jel'18 l)eOlJ~Le of' 
Goc"c in o:cc1..Cl' t:;o [)8 np:poL'1ted.. 0!:1.b8~1[!lf of 
tX18 f)rl::~!c-; r~~~~~?-.r-~~-:~ 6 rJ:~1()lJ~S}l. ·'JY t:l'18 SEtCJ-a[.ti-:lC~j.t 
of orde:r. they e::::crc1 Sf:; the of1'1 ce of fcl'Ghe~C 
ElrJCl t,e£1 .. cl1e:c, tI-tl1E:;S- t~oo, J_l~{e tl'18 f'ft:L i:;l~~rtll, 
C~J':G 0111" ]~_oI"d t s d.i s ct fIles} f~~~.cl [ll~e c[l-~Lle(l 

1)1T GO(~ t8 .~~J7~tce t~() SlJ.o .. l~e J:1is J.~lLl.:~}lo~·:-:1 }i\)l' 
(/ - --

-t,I-.~e~T [l~Ce -b:cotl-18Xl S (~~.:~O~l~; ·})Y'Ot:~·-18J:S T·ri tl"l 
ttJ_l \'-!}-~C) 11{;t-v"(:; ~JeE~~~ :e(~ l)()~cJ.: l:r~ tl--:8 fC)i1t: u:' 



one S~l,!Ee J30cly of Christ v.rhich all ChristiEn!8 
nre c[',lleo. tobuLLd :up II (J?resbyteroru:2 
C~r.(J. i ni s, 9). 71 '~--,~.~,---~-,-"---.,.---

lj:TIus t!-18 CO;:'~Tlon priesthood. of tOtll the lX:t};:>ti.zed 

provid.es the lxwis for I and requLres for t ts COSIJletiol1, 

the Dinisterlal prlesthoocl of tIle, orc.LEl.ined clersy. 72 st. 

sel£', "For you I c:u H bishop but I'rith you I aE! a Chrlstian. 

~[!he for,~';e:c is ~c title of duty: the latter, one of g:r:'Dce. 

'l'he is [1 

~yles Bourke gives his reflections on this point in 

the 11:;11 t of Ve.ti e~m II thus: 

If there is [1. d.ifference lletHeen the IEin1sterL1.1 
and. the CO: .. ':2~,on 1")]:,1es thooe; [mel the c\1 ffe~cence 
consists L1 the fOl'=-er 1 s hfVlliYl~; a peculiar 
relation to the priestly work of Christ, the 
Holy On,e of Goel, thcn Hi JchL(l the sHcred 
people of God there are those'who in respect 
to theLe office l!£l.ve Ct holL1.ess l?hich sets 'the:l 
t:l.pn:ct fro)" other Christie.Ds I Just fi,S the 
f121J.d.[l?-;-; ell tct~l Ct1:ci s t.1El.Yl COl'lS8'"Cl"}[t tt O~J, 'bflpJCj_ s:~:. , 
sets all the b~1.-ot:i.zec1 f~:D[trt frop; the rest of 
i'en as the "I-wl;;- l'lHt'ion'; God 1 S OHn people". 

Obviously, the pr1est 1 s consec:;:'n, tion is ,not 

r?~? 
Abbott, p. 27s footnote 30. 

r,l.'J.o 
~,\.. , 

70 



lrennt to rntse a l)arrier between hL:. and. 
l1J.s fe110"\',T Chr:i.stiHns any 1201'e thgn. the 
cOh8ecr:J.tio:n of the Christi;::_Y'! is ll'eant to 
~ rl· ....... r-.. 1- r - .... -,.,. ..!. "'\,.1 } • " 1 . lc,lSE, ,=< )::lL;blie1 Oel~Heen llEi a110 .. ·11S 
fellow' :-Jen, 'I r 

71 

rl'he interrelat10Dshlp beb:,reel1 the two };:incJs of p:r-:i..est.-

hood is kept n.p in their f'lE;.ctio118 too', 1n the te::wlJ.1:nzs of 

Vatic;::tn II. The p:d.estly functions prescribed for each 1"11'e 

the srune only ruttegorically. ~ctually they are the dif-

ferent portiOY1S of the sarje function. '1'11e I!'fnm.e:r of f'UYlC-

tionll1~~: also is differen.t so thft t 'both thebaptislf:[.tl 

pl~lesthoocl. nnd mlnisterial priesthood CEm be nct:;:i..vG at the 

This ls Hhy j",uL8n 

G·el1_t~t 1:'~~! S~lyS ~ 
~ __ .............. :~ __ ~_. -_ -~n 

of the ordained pri e8 ts ... "tn the :rsi sst o:n of the 1':1101e 

C11:ci st:iJ~.n people 1\. (31) 

nOl'.]', to 8W:' Up, \,'[e C·C)l1 loc~d~e tlle dtfference l)(':tvJeen. 

LLl. tl'.e:r am! 'Ie:tt C~n:l II in re1atLng the })Y'j.es thooo. of nIl 

co:nceptiol1s of the ;'ir~lEtry. ~Che;:,r cu. ffeY' in d eterDi ning 

the the()losic~1..1 s L;ftt.US of ·the rrd.nister:i..,<L priests. For 

7!.L 
'~~yles >. =-:on:r1x~el 11~~11e Cathol1.c Fr:i.es-c; ~,al1 of' Goo. 

:fC)I' Ot~}}eI'G'~ 111 ~C1'le }?J.-'j~e8t ~{)(l.[l"JT [tr~d. To;:-co:[':rO!.:T~ (1~~ir}::1e8otE~i 
Itt Ll.J:' (;~. cc 1 rr e PS ';-'-rg 6' 9r;·"c,~~)-:,.- rj-~-------'-' ---'."-'-"'~'''~--'' 
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1'i,8s of the priesthoocL of gll 'believers, so:;'ethLng like 

hEmds fOT the bocly j for Vf.J"tt can II the minlsterj.nl • J 
p~c:L(:!s GS 

[1.re oroirnrl es, 1i1;:e the he[;d to the 'body, I-IeEul 11£18 Et CO~~ 

orc1iYlf1,tL1g c~q::.aci ty v)hi cll the h.:.mds hflV8 not. 

In Luthe:r's teachtn; the fUYlctional lJarttctpntiOl1 

in tho JCY'iple off:'l,ce of Chrtst is thr(1)-2:h a single 

existential relatj.onship 1/,Thich is entcTed into by faith. 

It is not su~jected to or related to any prlesthood save 

tha t of C}u::i st. 

suppo~ct enc!1 other in exc~cclSJ.ll~; their flE~ctlons [\)::-.0. the 

':Phey (\1 ffeI' grade and in eSS8Y.!.ee, 

'bui ~Ld iilL; up of the Church. ' 

]\n i:l.lustrE'.tlon f'ro~~ Luther 1':i11 hel}) us to llllc',e:c-· 

of' nllbelievers f1.~-~d the role of the j,inisters. 



thou:?;h ten tiY.'others, nll K:l.ngs I SOllS 
f1D(l equnl he:l.rs I were to choose one of 
the-')selves to l'LlJ.e the :Ll1her:i. t£lEce fo:c 

. t}~Je .. r" flJ_J_ I t I 't Tl1.ey lJ()t,-lcl [111. ue }r.ir}.:~s 

[l.l1.j eel ~.l~:.,l j_ri I~OT'Ie=c t110Ll[(11 02'18 of t}:'le=,~ 
~·'lol."~l.d_ 'be c.l}[trgccl.. l-,ri tIl. tllf] c).Llt:V- of 
r-,11111,3 , " Sj_<llfn'1y I in the Chri stian 
Church I w:hile e111 a:ce called to be 
priC>C!':-8 ~(T-'O '11'''' '()f1.rti cvJ!Clr-]V cfLllecl ~ -- ....... '-~ v _: '; _.1 v C '. ........ £~ - -- -- - - - '<"-"'17~ !~c,'f 

'GO lJe r-,J.rnster[! or pE1.StO~cs. -' 

Th.erefoI'e tl.'le 
. . , 

rEI illS -ce:cs of the people. 

Th.e Li_Ylisters 1 pr-:l.esthooc1_ is the Sf1..FJe as thHt of the fHi th-

fv.l. There is no d:l.fference in grade or in essence as :l.t 

ts sedel 1n the teachings of VaticEcn II, 

Dy the pOi'Je:c76 of the sHcr~Lent of ord ers, 
:til ·t.he irn.~~,,~;(~ ()f Ch~cl st, t118 eteI'nft]_ Illfjll 
priest. They nre consec~ated to prenc~ 
the Gospel, shepherc the fed. thful Hl1d 

cele"f)r£::.te t}~le cLi.vine viOrshl;o. (28) 

alJout the PCJ1.'.,c:c of the s~w:cCl.Le:nt of ord ers thus: 

t"'e "pcYHCr of the 
there 1s ~o ror~al 

c1cfi:::'it:i.on of ';:hn.t; th1s -ooter;-[~[LS is, T'here ls l'IO need to 
eODcei'!e of it as ::tr2 OJJttc--'chi:lj13C of the :D(-;rr<oli oT(::tlinec;. 
It 11:". 8ufn.cicr..t to see It "tS flll ~"tttho:c:i..zf:1.tion to hold an 
O f' f'J' c::~ .ct n,-: to nC'J~~-,Aor";' S p~ Cl· f'l· c E)c~Te"--s-;i~-1---7'1-i'~~c'-F'L 0'1 C' (LC' p e _ _ _ - -- _ ~"--. .1.- ..... - -. ~- -- _..... - -.) ......... -.<- '- ....... '- - - .l L._.l.... V _ 1_ <.' • ' ) ~ 

?~{l,:rl i:~uh1!er t :;3'T.:K-Konzi 1 S'{I)!','li.Cr: t::l.I' I 1, pp. 211 f, ), ci ted 
ill I!~tJ~:.C:\j· ,J- c ~·.:e;:)orl.ey t 1t}-:rotest-;[tY1."C ~;-tJcl1a .. :eis-Lic ~.lefLllt~T c1.Y.'.d_ 
J:_aelr of- 0:rclers Ii, :~b-_(,? __ :§~~-~i:.~~~~.~~.~ :; (:t 96'7), :9, 69. 

~7 ., 
( .J 



By this power the priestly or hierarchic 
2";:Lnistl~Y differs fTO;}! the 5enor<'1l priest-­
hoocL of th.o faj. thful not only in degree 
lmt esse~'1tial1y. :::;'01' thoue;h, the fai thful 
c~l.n Hnd lliust hnve so;::.o pc:.trt in the task 
of spreading the Gospc-;l and in pastorf),l 
Cluties, only the 1':lfm who hns recei vecl the 
sHcred ord er of In'iesthood Ctt'[j fully 
exerc.ise t}::le S[1CTfttlonti:Ll mini.st1'y, Etbovo 
all that of tho Eucharist, fro~ which tho 
other luinlstries deri.-Ilo I and to 'vIhich 

t'""1t-; 
they are directed,' 

Thu.s the orc1.fdnec1 prlests, for Vatican II, 101.1'e 

he:cald s of the Horel, celebrants of t.h.e sacl'HJl)ent.n.l litur3Y 

and shepherd.s a:nci. leaders fLGOns the people. 

So, in short, the very bftsic difference between 

I.uther E!.l'1d VO.ticnYL II is that 1.uther d.en:i.es the Sf~crgi,1en-

-cality of the 01'(1131' and Vntican II holds 1t. 
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CO):-JCLUS1 o:t,:r 

In the fore;::o;oing pages I"re have endeavoured to fincl 

01Jt Hh;:d; is the p:c1esthooc1 of Hll 'believers, exmnining 

the vrci tings of Luther [mel the dOCU!olents of Vatican II. 

:f<) 11 o v,}" s ; 

thllS; 

C~rcil J~lstvJOod sUE~mEtrizes Lllther's position [1.S 

:Secause Chl'~stians share in Christ's IUgh 
Priestly ~inistry, they are all priests -
yet they Etr8 not so fo~r their m\fJ~ sake, but 
for others, Every C}u'istinn n.ay offer the 
s~tCrifice of hir.}self, TiiD.y prnj" Emd. preach, 
IJ1ny tn}{e upon hL lsel1' the respol1si 1:.JLlJ. ties 
vrhichbelons to him [w [~ ]T:e~":ber of the 
con.gre,~<;atloYJ. ...:\11 this he '"(lEW do becmlse 
none of those thl ngs lleloYlE5 to the ;~'int stry 
(l.e. in the restricted sense) as a right. 
J?-:r:iestll10oc1 'tJelOYlgs to Cl1ri.st;, [111Cl C}1);lst~lE~lJ.S 
1)088888 l-t tffY thel~(' l)D.~ptls~~: El~."lCI tl1Eix' fo"j_ tl1, 
i . e. llY' sh:':lring in \vhat 'beloncs to Christ .. 
f1'11.18 p:clesthooc.:'l is in"~m.rd und sp1ritni'.tl D,nd 
there is no other priesthood in ~le New 
']~estaI';eYlt. 'ilhe oroaiYl8cL pr:i..esthoocl 1s n 
necessity HY'cL :ts God's gift to the Churcl"J 
th~ClYLJ"S11 the Church, ~:he Tili nis ter is f:i..rst 
and fO:C8,'lOS t f\ "G~ei:: ber of the untversal 
priesthood; his calling is conflrIed by the 
cOD~;;re.:';;tttion Emd ch:=trgecl Hi th Sl)ecinl duties. 
j\t his o:cc1L"~at:ton he is p1.1.blicfi.lly' reco~;nized, 
proclni::lcc1 and CO"; "-:'i ssio):}ed by the l·rhole 
Church I nnd. in th1s \,F~Y hebecol~es in st. 
"C<J1'1'1 's T)l'r<'c' C • \I '"'e-r,'"q nJL- L~ f' ~lll \I (1 lr1r)1~ 0) 1 J~ C .. L ~._ I. :; 1 ___ L""1--)........ 0 •. J ..... _~. / J_ ..... __ __ .\. -. & / e 
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The ROY'fl.l Prlesthood is tc frLllctio:OD.l 
p::trticipatiol1, both individual and 
collective, ... in the tiipleoffice of 
Christ HS King, Priest, and Prophet: 
entere(~ or:: by 3aptis::l'.fll incorporntion 
into Chrlst ~ perfected in COYlfirrilatiol1 
and syr' :Jollzec1 by the charis~',atlon: 

ic1enbJlable Hi th the sacTDx~entEtl 
ChflrEtcter of the Chr1stian: ndpj. tting 
hi~ to perforA various a6ts of worship 
ane] cuI t ~ creating for hin v~trious ;-!'oral 
n:nd religiolJ.s oblig<:\tlons: all Hi thout 
prejudice to the specinl prj_esthood of 
the hj.er~lrchy 'wi thin the body, 2. 

If we COj~lp::l.re the contel1ts of those stateEi8nts of 

ei ther ste e they see,L to aeree except in the Nd:;ter of 

tIl.e spec:U:~.l priesthood of the hierarchy. 

of the priesthoo~ of a11 believers, refl~cts the spirit 

The priesthood of nIl believers is to be 
unci erstooc1 ElS fl. splrl tenl pri vi lege, n 
',io1';<1_ Oblj.e;n tim.! m:'c1 n perso'1:.'tl vocntion. 
rChe sp:1,3.:'i tunl pr~Lvl1ec;e is f:reec1o' of 
[\CC8SS to the presence of GOel j th:Ls h,~plj_e8 
El. :",-;ornl :r.cspo:n.8i Lt Ji.t~T to the cOJ:'l}ora te 
fel1m'Tshi:p of the Church through \',ylitch the 
believe~c hns learnecl of his spirt tl-'-"ll 
pri vilege , It also Cf'tTTj. es \:,Ti th it the' 
1'C8:90]-'8i b~l Jl ty of regn.:rdlns his secular 
voca tion as the sphen:! ip \'r~11 c-.h his 

- J . 

nrie8thood is exerclse~.~ 

2p<:llJ_l Da1Ji~:1, l~·e S:~.cerc'oce Hoygl r,es Pidelcs (I'm:'is: 

~~ ~ ~1~. fU;)' (~~ !'lg;;~ ~d ~:~ ~ ·-~~~~!(~~:·~~iI:~~~~-~?~~?JI~};=~~i~l~r;~~T?~:~~~~-T~e~~[ir [t S e 
"1"~~1~"e -~~3.:;~::[~ J_ F:ct e s i~~1 0 oci tt [tl'ld. I, ~elle ~FI)j_ e s t}l.O ::)C~ o:f f.tJ_ J. ~3e 11 (+~··\Te T' s II 

e"J:'c~ l)_Sl.l~!.~ ~Ly- i11i-;eJ:cLlEl-::1G:..:·'+,,"'jle; tlJ8 t():~_-·· .;:~;:(. 1 .. e:Lns :p:co?~iJ:le:-.'t 1)efl;r4 e 

·t/}~le ~-le~fo~c:·~~_.t~tc'j.-l~ t·l~e J_E1..t~tel~ rt.ft~e:t-. ii~t Sse j.-1Jj_O .. , 1)6 1,1 
~.~~I~H.~~"'_' J_ 
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Considering the expositio~ of the priesthood of all 

'They El,re Hlike in setting the fouYcclcttion of the 

ful begin to p'::'crttcipate in thnt priesthood. of Christ by 

brtptis:'.l; and in in teTpl~eting t.}'w functi ons of the pries thooci . 

~1ey differ in correlating the priesthbod and 

:o-ril1istry ,<;),S ft resu1t of their diverse conceptions of the 

role of t:1e 1~'inistr'Y in the ChrtI'c,h, ~C,10:r J~uther, the:r'e is 

only one prior;thooc1 hl the Churc1}, i. e., the PI'h'~8trwod of 

Hl1ether Luther fi ts the ?i;inl stry Hi thln 

'The >::i.r-:.istry is fl gift of Christ to t'().8 

ChlJ.:CCX1 nnd 18 therefore 11.ot of J:n.:'i.'-'c,nbut 
of divine origin. It is set within the 
l111i "TeT 8::lJ_ I)~ci es tl1 0 0(1 [:.xJ.cl j. 1:1 r~o s eJ:1S e E~ r)()\re 

it~J It:L8 fo:e t~11e Cll1J.J.~cl'l i:.~ t118 se~lsetj~:lft~t: 
all -_'~.:/listers""·::u:·e C::l,lled to serve I Yiot to 
rule. ,~, 

ho\:.) c~m it 1;13 se t v:i thi~1 the u:~1i versal 

cle::ll~ Ln 1:11 ther' s ex:po,s5. tton . 

L!. 
Cyril :~3:tlstvwod l 'The Pr1esthooJ of 1\.11 :c,elievers 

( I·o l--;.d 0 n ~ i~;pI·J u:r t 11 :P:c (C~ f~ S I :1. 9'6'0 r-;~·p-:-"·2i.}7)~'--'-·fo-i~-lile-·rs---l~·o--se·I' IT e 
is an. often w,'phn,si :;~ed phr~lSG j.n the C~OCl:r';j(mts of 
V[ttlc~ln II. 
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For ~Ltic~n II, of coursc, there is the priesthood 

of nlllJelieversjbeside.s that, JQinist.ry is Ei pl'lcsthood 

too. 'I'b.is ;:li:cIisterinl priesthood is 111 no 1'JD,y sul)ject to 

tb.e priesthood of all believers. :r30th kinds of prl es thood 

in the Church I'u"e expla:tned as the incorpo:c;:J,tio:n 1:nto the 

priesthood of C:0.r:l st as H result of three SfWrai-:lents I 

3E~pti srn E1~YJd. 

cor:fir·,[:1.tion eonstj_ tute the priest,hood of Hll believers nal{ing 

the bel:t.evers ll'e!:cllJers of Cll.rlst I the Fciest. Order eonfers 

tbe I':'inisterial p:riesthood, DElkinz the ordninect Iilinisters 

::;hn:rc the p01Jel' 1;)1 th the Eeftdsh:lp of Chrlst I the Priest, 

:.?;oth t11C beTl eyers 1 pri es thooe and the 1';:L~Jis -cerial pri est, .. 

hood are :Lnterrel~ted as the latter co~plements the for~er. 

:-::o-ch are true Etud [l.uthe:nt:Lc, hut essentiaLLy cUfferent as 

they clre fll!nlogical reEtl:l~~nt.ior;s of their re121ti.onship 

with Christ. 

~3;ns tl.Tood cor es very close to thi s conclusion 1'.Then 

StnG8 the ,::il1.1steries v.:l~leh serve fHlth, 
w:Jd those lJhi c1'1 serve love, ta'(e tbeLc 
ori,s:ln 1y.l -I:;he s[c:~~e' sou.ree f they pos:::;es8 
the S[t~:~ e (1 j_ c?;l"li ty [l.y~(l ctlle; (11 ff e :C 8 11. t~ clS ~p8 C ·Cs 
O ~l' +}jD ~~~~ D-I~l'aqU100~ 5 v~.v UC.,_,_L~ ..l'- vl-_ ---.. I 

~2hHt c'_8velop,"'ent ls 
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the fEte t thnt it correlates the prles thoocl of aLL l)el:i.evers 

l'J1 th the prles thood of the _,,',ini8 teriul. p~cie8 ts avoiding the 

Gregory ]3ft1)Y:- g:i.ves an f 1,ssessr:lent of that develop:::1elYC 

He clarifies how it effects the rinisterial 

priests' relEttion I'rlth the faithful. He says l VJe unders-G2:md 

the r,inisteriel priesthood as n share in Christ's office 

The ministerial 

priest is fLest of HII a )Dan Hl£cmg I'len, [1. 'brother amonG 

brothers, as J-esns hiL:self was, vrith Ec speclal service or 

func:cioYl to pc:::rfo~cp;. He is appointed to announce the 

Gospel, He is a ruissio~ary. In the liturgy, his -vrorc1s 

render p:cf;sent the Ii Vi:':'lg ;10rd of God in the COJTT-;uni ty. 

In this sel~se he is tbe father of all other C'{Jrlstlans. J::)ut 

he is ,i:il:V{Hys ::t Ii s tens:c l)E~fore he is n teacher. He te~tches 

the C}lT'istiEt:':"! l!essa,ge and. the doctrine of the Chu:rch. 

thnYl that, ht~ ~!'ust 2,180 teach r len to look upon the present 

\'[orld nne] its pTolJle:;ls in the IlGht of the Gospel, 

this! the pries t 11.6,s no l'e~tdy--:;j!.c1e fOJ:'),;ulas. Only by 

being i:.:1 (Lu:~,l00ue w:i th the people! by lcarni,r:c(:; fror:~ their 

to his o:tfief~ of teEl.Cher. Since the Spirit guides the 

ChuTc'),'} tl"_"J_'il":'!.:t1 ::l_,J J }-),(-,-,'J.~ -,_-_'e",",1,-_le_rs, . I , 1 -'- '1 
' ~ lA_,- - --'- - - '.,', pr:t ern; n:r;n pc;op __ e L,UG v ')e 



united. as H fc!Eily :L11 cOllversation so t~1nt the priest ~~;cly 

exercise hj.s teaching rrissiol1. 11he orclj.Dn.tloD to the 

ministerial priesthoods therefore, does not sever the 

pr1:est frow the people j on the contrnry, he Hnd they OeCOE'.e 

closely uni tr3d as brothers gnd friends. Appointing hiK as 

shepherd. or le~lder £luong I,:en, he is sent J as WEtS Christ I 

to I'econci Ie and Ulli te I·:en into H s:tngle fetID:t Iy, 1]herever 

and encounters h1](, in his 6 1)1'ot11er8. 

He serves Christ 

The ConELssion OX} F'n.i th and Order of the :'[orld 
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Conncil 0::" Chnrcb.es pndses that "the clecisioD of Vatican II 

c. Outler, ill 

states thfl.t "tile notio'-'l of the lEli t:y as tlle presel1Ce of the 

Churc}1 :U:l the vmrl0. (ChapteT IV) restores ;yet ":.nother 

It is interestin3 to notice that the theology of 

?}.'hs ,"e::L'!lng of C~C('iL,Ettion, '1\ 
• )<:[!.1. th [E'Jd -(TcCe-r--co;:::;~~-I·.;i·s-fOJ:l-riS)6-(rr;- p, 

8.\. , 
},.Lbcr-G C. outler I 

-() 1 nli. ..I.. II __ ..... , f 



The truths 

i.nherel1t in. the doctr-i.ne hfnrebeen illcorporH ted. irl the 

1i turg:i.cal prnctices. 

li;:'tstv.JOocl noti ces such changeEl: 

It is our contention that in these 
c1evelop;:i8nts in CD. t1101i c thougl1 t mlCl 
pT'£tct1ce - tl1e participntiol1 of pr1est 
and people L1 the ~·:;2l.SS I -[-,he Eta option of 
the 'b~l.sili C[Li1 posi ti aD, the use of ';~he 

'verr1Ei.ctlJ_[l.r lIJ()1~s11i:qf' Elnc~ t~}l.e g]:-,[~nt~ilJ.e; ()f 

tl'le cup to the 1~lj. ty - the,.JJriesthood of 
all believe~dJ is reglized,'1 
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is onr conclustol: too. 

32. 

13FO~C e:X:!:'V.~·'~:)18 ?, J. '.[r:l,Yl. ~)8C c\: says: VaJ.icU ty of a 
SEtCT"~l._~:·.C!.1t: c.;~t~·:} "1)(:; l11~cle~cstoo(~ £~s [-t. II j1.1x>iC=.ic[1.~L clfJ..~L-:-.~ 'co E;C.CJ_G8:Lt~8~ .. 
t:L C~tl l""e C~O.~;i·}t t i ()~r~ , t c Jehe ~fl11i '::~}li ilS ·col .. lel-l 't 0 f' e'\!E!J~~r 1.-10 ~C;-_~Ci.l 

S[1 .. C:i:··:l:~:e·:·\.-G~tJ ecJ_el)11~1t:lol-1. F. ~J. \Tt).::1.~3(;ec}~J 1ITOV!El.:ccls ELrJ 

. r~cu:;'E:~'~ll e~lJ. lJj1(lel~8t~ftnc1 j.l)~-; o:f tkl.e S~l_.C-l~ftlr .. eYlt~s H, ~~~.~.~~.~~~.~.::~_ .... ~!v!:. 
}-:::c'L':;e~!ic~~l stuc'U.esl J (1966), p, 63, 
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'i.'> .. e ffl.ct, that Luther and Vc1,ti cnll II are so simi l;:n~ 

in their teflchings' on the priesthood of nIl believers and 

thEt t they differ r:iainly in the ,·my they correlnte thf1.t 

priesthood I::.!.']('. the miniE3try, leads F,e to suggest the 

following rranner of correlation in which, perhaps, they both 

'The follovJing tu'e the Ul1cl.isputed. 

d8.h~s for lUe, to begin Hith. 

Tl'!.e prtesthooo of Cbrist is gusolutely uX:ique. id.l 

the f~li thful shnre in tllis one l}Tiesthood.. 

prles t, ChI"i st; one pri esthood, Chri st I'S • 

SO;':,8 :ceHl sense;';. j',nd "\'Ther(~ there 1s Crlurch, there is 
SHCr[,!'8nt", VHn 3eeck, o~o. cit., p. ?J. ;30th cited ir.,' 
l Tn'y;rlT J \·c,ooT'l·coy 1l1~)-~ot,-;;-·,~;-t-fl':'::;-~::·-·1,'11,...i';1':'.I'J· ",'!-1' c l'~>'}l J' -I .. " c",.Y.'.(·.'.;. Trtc.:.,-: _ ,-~"_l. _ v I _ >.)._ ~_.\: .... , 1.1- \ . ...:.) .... .l.!l ... _...J~_\J_. <:t .. L~V_ .. it:, __ ... __ . \..It.'I _.v'~-

of' l~l~coel's", :'l~0.~-~ ~~.£~~~~11~_~~_, ::. (1ge'9), Pl), 69-70! 

The Vatican C01).l'Jcil II, I'ecre8 011 ~:;';cll-,:'e' __ ,iiTJ' I:',E1,kes 
a SiSl~l:Ci cc1..nt 8t~1 te~:·:;.c~,t: 'I~18 eccT8,s-li~T-C()~~:-i~:tll~'f"Cres'->se:p~lnd:;ccl 
fro, lW lack th.n t fullces8 of UYli t;y Hi th us .. ,. i'~evert:leless I 

when they co~~eEorate the lore's death and resurrectlon in 
the Holy SU9P:-:'l", they profess that it SlglLL fies 1i fe :i..:n 
cO:"'':;UY'iOYl vTit~l CflTls'\:; tL)20 they tlHnit His co;~oin,'i, in glory. 
Fo:!:' tll eSG regSOY:'8! (\ ialogue should r,JG l.md ertgken conce~(,lli n.s 
the t~c,-le T,}efl.nj.y\~s of the Lord 1 s SEP1)er, the other' SHcrn.:'!ceLts I 

HDO the Chu:cchls \')o~csl!.ip ar~cL ·-dnlstry. (n.22). t.b,bott, 
D. 36L~. 

Van B8ec}~ cO}'c::'ents on this stf1,te;.-::.ent thus: liTe crn,. 
f:l.YJc1. in n. 2'2 of the 1:'ec:cce 01'~ .2clheLis"! tl.l1. io.:pllcEttioD thEct .. 
holy 01'.::1.8:C s is se.811 r8.-EI1'e·r--il'J>-fei::~:;:s-~or"'t11e E;ifts of grace 
Euxl of ecclesiEl,l fl.'uthori ty to serve GO(}.' s peopleb:i lencU,ll.'?,; 
the:., i .... 1 the Z1~c;'lar~L sti c nystery - the si sn f1..J!C'. CEtUS8 of 
unity -- in orc1er f.lllel u:n:i..ty. (jrC'eT fmc~ eLi.tty £U:8 ::,:utuLllly 
d_e-~)8rlCJ 8Ylt: E'LS'P(3Ct-S o:f l~11-e---<C1'll~LJ:'C}1 ~ ~)ee I/cll'l =3eecl( 1 ~_P. __ ~_=.~:~r~.' 
p. 96, 



'The px:lest1::: boc1 y, then, is all the fHi thful, vJho forn: the 

lloc~y of Christ. lUI thn t i 8 eert~tiYl. 

It 1'WU 1e1 I the;':, seelC 10gi e~ll to clrm"i the fol101"ling 

eonclusiol1 ~ j.f, in the Church tbere exists the so called 

the faithful, Nl't.ich is the priesthood. of Christ, then it 

ean only be a puhlie funetion at the serviee of this priestly 

people. ~le rtnlstry of such mer} is only a serviee Hhiell 

al1o\liS the fal thful to express ftDC. exercl se their pri es t~-

}10ocL I 

::Jut Ch:l.:'tst Ciic1 notc:ceate such Finlsterhtl priests. 

01urch by prenchi?B the Gospel throughout the whole world. 

of' t~}le v;,.)J~l(l f 

apostolic 1~in18try that ~inisters or the 

Tl1e:eefore I ~'rhcd.~ l' c' 
'-' 

1 l1-In tbe :,~sv.~ '::.lesta:;:'ent oJI y Cl;rLst is c~lJ.l(;cl E: y)riest 
q?~:::!:~:·~lE) I ~l~xl the chvych e,s such ;:~, royul p1'1 es thooci . or ,. n 

J;J:'i t:-: S ·t~ l~l ~)3 op~l c~ j Sftc;e~C'cl 0 tftl t~e]:~ __ ~ i rYe) ~LC)6~Y i ~i Yl(] t llS Gc1 -vIi tJ'l 

"J-:1 s-feT'8;-1C,e to t.r1.8 J.e[L(~ C)~S [lllG Ijf.tS-tOJ~B of' t}:1e Cl1'U.I"lC0. I ~1E~ }!.~l"\Te 
t~o ~\jr:ti t; 'U-(] t,l)_ t-:;18 bf~~~i :J"~·]t r'~ 0 J' ·C~.8 tll.1 J~c! cp·t.}t"L1I:>3l lye :{\)T'e i-t 
is E~"cesMot~eG 1~U:3~~2~(; tel 8~!!e~il/.~ {)f t118 l"lie:Ctll"cl~~~r ;;t.S r)}~iests, f.LY"C~ 



to refer to the -:~inistry \,;hich is really the apostoJ[lte 8nt 

so it is confused Wi~l the priesthood of ~ll believers. If 

c~s the ninistry of the priesthoo(. of nIl uelievers. 

The Cb_urch 1m3 rooted nr~c :i.ncoTporatec. in the grol~p 

principle, representing not only the future bishops and 

priests, but also a~d even first of nIl the new people 

.fC}-'12rJ tl18 tel~~.'·· is ~_·:.o:re C()Ft':lOY):L~r llsecl of' l)lsl-lO~pS tll£tll o~f I)J~es~~ 
t):~/tt..::.:rls , I"fl\Ti6 ~.~ f l-=:Ol'J81-i, ~'~l TJ.i s tsrs 0 t'l en ri s t: t1.::}{~ 1~1 s C}'r:J]:"'c11 
( T. 0 n c1 (} Yi ~ (~ e 0 f f E.~ 1 .... e :i Cl1 ~ t 'PJ :: [1 l1·r

; ~=r;fc:··9--r·;'>O··'P-:~··~J:3- .:~.~'.~. -"~- ~--... --.-~-- .--.. ~. -- ---~~.~ -,",--~~~-. 

;.' JT 1. e s "l30lJ .. l-'~[8 S ·t~l te s ~ '.r118 i\~.e::·l I1es -t~f.l:--:C 1'1 t~ Yl e\fel"l 1J.S e s 
tbc;! 1·'Jryc( hj_ere112, l~prie8t", fo~c exny i'J'(~~L'JicuglliTith:speciEl,l 
-"o·'~ "':1'8 1'"~ --t\:;-~;--c-f-~,) yo c h ,.Ji}-. t-''-I "J [0; 'L Yip' ]' t 0 -r Chl~-'L s t i 1'1 (1 co l' t. J).'J\: 11 _-,-'>.J •• _'-- ___ 1.' .,11 ___ L_t... __ ~....,:; ____ ~_J..._I __ v ___ o, 
a-pY)]J_ es the vwrcl, EtYiC) i t.s correlnti ve }'li el~~l,telt:' .1'.1.., 1I-01'i est--
l'l;:I~""--\" -l-r) i-h;:' pn-!-l' I~e· c., ..... ;:··'y.·li'l·I'L·I-yr '-i'O}~ l' ~;;-ri:--:---i::·C--,;--"-"vr:> -r"e-' ;,(~ l' Y) _- __ .... _'-_ 1 v~ v_ ......... ~_~, ,./ ~, _>-•• __ • _. 1I ~ .1.- _._l." v_t.~~ '-', ,>( ........ _ .... J~ _ __ _ 

H.evelctl:.ioY! 1.:!.:'f, I\fI'o hh.- v.rho loves us £1.1:(1 ]:1~18 freec. us frOl,' 
OllJ~ sirlS i-)~/ llis l}J_()c)tj E11-)6 rT;~lcI8 1.18 Et ~[tr)~d o;~-_, r)~Cie8t~s -'co 111.8 
(~.l)(~_ cti'l(~_ ~;'f~_.tl1ey·, J ~ • II, 8i:_.l1~1.111y, i:o r1ev·. 5: 9-f', 11 •• ~ f:eorr_ e-:ver;/ 
t~cli.;e fli'lC ·tc'l"}.21J8 Elrl~J pec)l)le [t.].1(} llcltiOL'., [tIle} }3.~~~St Li[~ .. de tlleL' [1 
kil.:.::::O :)iP fLy),-l pri 2StS to onr Goo ••• II (cf. ,~tl[jo Hev. 20: 6) . 
1'.1.':·c1 there ls the L-·port."Hlt text of 1. Peter 2: 9 I "3l..1t YOLl 1.':.:C8 

fl.- cl1()S t; rl l'i~1.. c.e s :':1.. X'o yfl. J I1:r i e s ·tl] 0 ()d Cl"J[tE:~ i lei ~:Jl1 11l eJ:D._ t-; elJ._~'-: fl), El 
l101y D~1>t~j.01J.J GO(~~ t S ()l·rn I)eo}!le, 11 l'J"11ic.h~·~·e(;T·~~c~e·s-·~·l~h·e~-"~p:r~oi~~-rse of 
~:Z~K(v:11)S 19: 5f, 11 •• (; ~~r01..1 Sl-lc-t:Ll lJS to L~e ct 1r.ir;2J-i..()J~ of' I)I-i e sts . I t II 

J\-p~-tTt fro:: those :LeT,! inst.'<cces in 1'-!hic~: the e:n.tire ChristiEIYJ 
people 18 called fl, -o~ctesth()od a:!.'1Cl its :,;eJlbeTS priests, -the 
):.' ""l·r-- (T"~c~i-,.~11·:"'n{- CO,).c>l·l~e.c~ tr'le 'l:er--n "'l)rl' r:;S~-1I ('-''-' 111'11' ~J'h -,ypi es-!-" \ .';; ...... Ii __ v,_ t._, __ c,.~_v 1_-'. _.~_,.... - ._.L -..1.-- '-~ V j.. 1 . ...:.;_J . .l-~~- J-! IJ J, 

e}CC8nt; l-Jl'lell 1 Je S1)8EtJ{S of' J·E~1-lisl1. ()T' pf1 0':::lD -o~cie8t8, to IJeslls 
r·l r)-.-·,~, C!p Q '.c v-l e ~ ~,; -'~.(" 1 1"7 e "rnll1 E' C;j t'r-; 0 1 'J -C' '-)'" 'L e' co t, ·1. q YI ("p C{.. ____ "_. I __ , ... L. J. r..- . __ "--' ~ __ " __ J\.._._.n._ " . _.' _".I _ ___ J ... .L _ ~ " .. _c: ... __ . JJ... 

( .,- -i (~11e' S (, -:~~1 ' ____ .1_ "-. > • ..1 v .... , t 
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Christ; g~'l"7e ·the npostles ~10 other !:iission, !lO othel' 

pOl'Jer,S that He confe~cred on the entLce Church, and the re .. · 

quire;:nents lIe ",[lCte for all tl1e f£ti thfnl. But in the 

D,postles rie cODcentra.teo the 12i ssiol'}, the pov.;ers, anG the 

I don't know if Orle CEi,Yl fj,yd in all the Gospels a 

single Nord addressed to the apostles as such that is not 

equs!.lly- VEl.lid for the entire Cburch. 

Christ calls His Etpostles to Eir:: "CoL:!e, follow,!JE;" 

'1'heso S[V~;:~ text:::~ nre equally valid. for the entire Chv.rch, 

She is ul::io cE,,1:tec1 to folloH ChTif!t (i.:t. 8: JL~) I in the 

( .Tn. 1 S : 1- .::' ) . 

?~veYl ;-'':01'0 I tho vwrc" s, VTh~tch arm':.nu-:ce to the [tpostlos 

their priestly cOjJsecrntiol1 i1'l the c~_8ath EtD.d the resl.l.rrectiof.} 

1)0 cOYlsecI'ntec1. in truth" (,In. 1'7:19), EtJ.,sO express tbe COl1-

secI'ntioD of E'.IT tll.e ftti thful. They 6t180! throll_sh 00.pti G.'X I 

rLhe pm'Ters i:Xnc1 the ;y,iss i on conferTecl on the apos tIes I 
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"You 'Hill !Je Fly VJi tnesses", f1i<ake disciples of all n~ttions" J 

are conferred on the entire Church, which is the witness of 

Chrlst Etnd His apostle in the world. The COmIc.HDcl to 

cele'brate the 3)wh[1,1'ist: "Do this in :G~er:lOry of T::oe" , olJliges 

the entire ChlJ.:rch, "P,y the s[tcre~c ctnnointing of the sick 

those Hh.o n:r.e ill to the suffering mod glo1'if:l.ecJ. :;.01'0 t1, 

The 1101"1e1' to 'Lind and. to loose D.ccordec1 

to Peter Hncl the other Etpostles C~t. 16:1.9; In. 20:23) seeD.S, 

according to n:nother text, to 'be conferred. on tbe flsse::-;::bly 

of 'brothers (:'t, J. e: 1P ) , For the entire Church receives the 

Holy Spirt t "who }s the re i 'lissioD of sins", to her HS 1:1 'whole 

is (',onfld.E;d tl-::e oispens~! "cions of the Spiri t and tl.'le reuissioD 

of Si}""lf3. 15 

: .. Je h<'l\re nlreftC y lett:cned th.at Luther nnd \Ta tican II 

agree i~ the co~~unal aspect of the.above mentioned points. 

directly conferred on the apostles. 

ti o:n in the men:; pOHers, c£;.n only be explni~lec1.by a persox·[t-

liz<':d:;iOl'l in the 2tpOf:d:;les of ~Jhat i s CO;:~.:.O:n iTl the Church, jy 

~t conde~satlon in their person of the ense~~le of the Church, 

of her c1uti e8, H:(JCc of her pOI"Jers. 

1 r:: 

----'See F. X. Du.rrrdell, "The Priest lD the ChlU'cll." I 

2~:~::~:n_]:.2~~,.~t;.~~~·!:~ 7 :1. ( :1. 967 )! p. 2. 



and polarized in the Etpostolic group.16 

'l'herefore I the plElGe of the apostle in the Church is 

not to 1Je concel ved us a part i':ntGgnlteo into (). l'rhole, or us 

an ele:lent gdc.ie.:'l to thebod.y of the faithful; rather it is 

of her f\~L~l tJ1.flll, i:r.t the 
1 ..... / 

apostles. 

Here, collecti vl t'y' is co:ocei ved co:ocentrEl.tecl 

E', li):'i ted grov.p. In this manner we should conceive the 

in 

relatlo:nbebfeel! the npostolHte (the !i:-L:liste:cial prj .. esthood) 

and the priestllooo. of fi.llbelievers . 

. i\ccoJ.:'dins to the above c.onc.eption the gpostles [Lre 

not ~erely the delegates of the asserbly, as we are led to 

thinle uhen VIE: J.ook upo:o the priesthood of ;ninJ.st17 as a 

plu-e J1.1.Dctton, 

'llhe npos toht te 

(-li!i n1 ste:l."ial pri es thoocl) CHl1.YJOt recetv8 its ftU1Cti on fro;', 

16 
See ib:i.rj., p, 9. 

17 
See ibid., p. 9. '1'0 help u.s to llJ')(Iel's tPud hO':f': the 

Cr).-.l~.)()O"t·.l.p l" c~ eel" c:::I~"l"-;:;';'":'li Q},""O" fJ.··1(J·i·; r"1"('1 e,rcr--·""o1 '" ':"1~1"" 0·1"11.~"(><;! b'w r,. _ oJ ....., L. ~._!.._ L __ '-.JI.~ •• ~I.,_J ___ G _ _ .J C ... J __ .L\.. ........... ~J v_ \"J v ... G_)J !y C.t, 

greEt teT 1.F11on to the ense':,bl8, [cl1cl. hOH the pC)lIJO:CS coxn~o:n to 
the entire Clmrch c.fm be poln:ci zed tn c.ertfL:i..n fai tll:f:'ul, the 
apostles s 1'10 have the e:x:g;~ pIe of the npostolt e c.olleC).a1i ty, 
/,11 the b1 shops shnre the sU.prer:e ;"1i ss1 on 1:t:nd :ce spo:()stbil:i.. ty 
'of the Cb.u:cch- and yet this respol1stbiltty is porsoDEtlized.. i:n 
O YlP 0'1'" the·;-'; F 0 nc.'; t1'18 el:"'::;l'c"er:cF-' of OJ. ·C,l'CC,OC'''<,'}" t, .. ) });:-'te·..., _._ ..... ~ ____ I __ ....... __ ....... J_ ...... __ '- ...... ~ __ ~'-" __ L • ........,..t..J i-J>-,~_. \.. _ .......... 1-

l)ec...:nwe of this COi!c.fmtrE~tio;l, '1'his e-:",ergence does not 

separntc bL~ frorr: the res t of the episc.opnl 1:)oCiy; l'c:ther :i. t 
nlul';ses h:1.L' deeper L:1to it, 'llaking h:l.r'-. the; persollEll possessor. 
of what 1.,010112.;8 to tbe entire body. 



the Chu.Tch f~Ed it is pl'L·'orcUnl. 

CO:.c!)lon priestho(x) of HIl lJeli(:!vers $ theD it fo110 1/:s tlmt the 

1101~r order \'.fhi cll creates the apo8tJ. es Cl)is!lops, pries ts, 

c: eacOrJS) does not Hdc~ its effects to those of lJaptis:,}. D'}.e 

npostc:lic grf:,ce is 'rIO";! a "nmmess II throuzh ecclesig.l fullness. 

the fullrless ts 

l~lis lu_l1ness is 

"!-f:J7 S tel';;' of SEll \Tct tiOYt t ~·~l)3_~! C~r'(lel'18 Sll,()tI~ld lJ8 lJ_rl(lel'os-t~o(~cl E1S 

1S 
See· loc. cit. 

, -

1 0 
fullness. -. '7 
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F'OI'i itt s not ne cessnry to Hccent1..w,te the eli ff'erences 

He te:::x' to 0ppo,se the priesthoo~. ar~d. the le.y state vrhen I-,re 

define Ol'e by the other, lnstefl/1 of deftntng llOth of theLl by 

In })roc1~;,i1-'L::g the :royal I)Tiesthood o:f the people O:L God, 

the epistle of st. Peter docs not exclude the apostles ns 

such (u,r'd their successors) fro';, this peopJe [~nd this dign1ty. 

-rr,ll 20 h 'C.r ___ . J 

111e speci:f'ic character of the priest c1 nes ywt 

co ,;-,'l'nion. 

peo:91e of Goel entails [t UJlifyin,2; purposc:; ". (32) 

}l'or the c1iffc:ce'(lce is in n con.ceLtrf).tio:c of the 

se:onrat:L!J;: it c~tn only nni te the pri.est closE;r to the 

__ ", 'r" -'-. 21 
perSOOcl.J,l v~l. 

20 . 
See 1b1c1., l,Ge. ci-b;. 

21 
See ibid. I p. 11. 



9:1. 

-
excellence of the ecclesi£Ll 1i turgy I 'Hho gftthers together 

the entire people in 11.is prCl.yer. 

The grer.tt apoE:tolic Ii turgy is the re(ie>:;~;ptio"{~, the 

eV~tngelisntion of the world .. ~~'he sacrunents Etre integrfLt8o. 

into the ~vorl( of eVHr.:gelisEltlo:.1. 

(~l' p ci ·";·LE; c; n f' ell "'l' s· '1: (··-t 1 ;.~ , 1 0 ) • .... .-.J __ 1:: - I.... ,-. _ - - u - r -_ - ~ 7 J ~uchnrist is 

ceJebrntec tob:ci!J:~ the el1t:lre peop~Le into the "coDsecX'atio"O" 

Penence is to reco~cile the sinner with Godin 

others for the ~oriest (apostle) to fwccLplish his prh.o:'Cd:i.al 

the 

( '1 'J'V' c' {'l r-. ) c .... -:-/ . .Jl-. v~_o;:-..; • 

}:Jut tlmt ~'leed. not 1)e tll.e ;-'~0~010pOJy of the HpostOJJ.c :,:ission. 

lfty stcl.te ELI'S de:;:'inccl, :not by contrast, but lW their relntiolj 

22 J 

Davicl. H. :l?o~'Ter, £E.~ .. _~~~' I p. lL}~;. 

or). cit., p. l~,. 
-.....---'-~ . .,-,.-------., ....... 
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to the whole, it would see~ vain to want to put precise 

lL-'i ts on the ncti vi ty beloy'gil13 to anyone in the ChrlTcl1. 

it spechtl d or-aLo neeel Dot be Teserved to fmybody i SEWn. Cttn 

tp.};:e InrtJ in 0.i fferent \·mys, 11:'1 the tot~'.l acti \Ti ty of tll.e 

Church. The entLce people, I'll -eh fl.postle ELt its heml t~l1res 

the resy)Y)si 1;1 Ii t:;y of prenchin.8 the Gospel to the vTorld. 

pTe:38y:.ce in t~18 nOTIc I of the incorpo:crttton of' ~;:en into 

itself, at its source. 
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