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the Hamilton-Port Dover Railway to arrive (Arrell,p.25). 'This tying 

up of public funds no doubt indered local public deve l opment, and 

possibly deterred : settlers from coming here . 

Ca ledonia's popu l at i on began t o i ncreas e Wi t the a v-r i val of 

t he railway , a nd Caledonia · a ttempted to meet the of this 

population which stood . at 1300 in 1857 (see graph). More industry, 

such as two foundaries and machine shops (see fig.8),arrived in 

Caledonia that was oriented t owards the farming trade, and Caledonia 

began to develop a s a marketing and industrial area for i ts increa s­

ing f a rming population (Howat ,p.70 ). The population of the town 

increased slowly until abou t 1869 and then it bega n to stagnate' 

until 1881, when it declined drama tically (see graph). 

The railway was expected to help increase business on the river 

and for its related industries (Corliss,p.7). However the opposite 

happened. The Grand River Navigation Company went out of business 

in Caledonia a s f armers and industry started to ship their products 

out by rail since it was a fas t and dependable means of 

ation (Arrell,p.30). This put an end to all river transportation, 

and the indus t ries located on the river went out of business slowly, 

as they coul<l not compete with the steam powered industries or ship 

their products as · efficiently (Ar rell,p.31). 

The arrival of the Hamilton-Lake Erie Railway in 1873 (see fig. 

1) meant local industry now had to compete wi t the more efficient 

industries in Hamilton, which they could not (Arrell,p.31). By 1880 

only small industries were left in Caledlonia and he town population 

began to decline (see fig.1) (Arrell,p.32). Caledonia had become 

only a fa r m distribution point for its area, with little el se t o 

offer prospective se tlers. 

These two railways, while they id make it easier for settlers 

to travel t o Caledonia and move goods in and out of the town, con-
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tributed significantly to Caledonia's reduction in population. The 

first railway became an economic rival to the Navigation Company 

for business and this 1-esulted in the Company going broke. The 

Hamilton-Port Dover Railway exposed Caledonia industry to direct 

competition with Hamilton industry, and Caledonia industry declined 

as a result. These factors all contributed to Caledonia's stagnation 

and decline in population from 1857 to 1901. This population decline 

halted with the discovery and subsequent mining of large plaster 

beds found here in the late i9th century (Arrell,p.34). 

The railways that were being built in the county in the 1870's 

were linking different areas of the province, and therefore were not 

built primarily to serve Haldimand County (Arrell, p.34). This resul­

ted ; n the railways locating away from the Grand River and the 

t owns t hat existed there (Mowat,p.104). Both Indianna and York were 

by-passed by the railway, and at this time their populations were 

beginning to decline (see fig.l&graph). River based industries were 

not efficient, compared to industries in larger centres such as 

Hamilton, and they had trouble moving their products since the 

Grand River Navigation Company went bankrupt in 1871 (Mowat,p.104). 

1his meant river transportation was only possible between t he locks 

and dams on the r iver, which restricted the size of markets these 

two towns could serve. 

Indianna qegan to lose its population as more and more of its 

industries went broke because of poor transportation methods in the 

area (Page,p.11). York did not fair any better. It managed to main­

tain a more sta~le population as it began to serve local farmers , (see 

fig.8). However, its river based industries also began to close 

down (Page,p.11). By 1900 Indianna no longer existed and York's pop­

ulation was steadily decreasing (see graph). The emphasis on rail 

transport for large quantities of goods meant these two towns were 
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able to compete with other towns as their industries were not large 

enough to be able to afford to pay for rail transport , and the rail­

way did not locate here anyway . 

In 1871 the Canada Southern Railway, which was amalgamated into 

the Michigan Central in 1878 , arrived in Cayuga (Bloomfield,p.63). 

At this time, Cayuga had a population of 800 (see graph) and it 

became the site of a switchi ng yard for the railway (Nelles , p.93). 

The towns population i ncreased only slowly until 1881 and then 

began to stagnate (see graph) . Unlike other towns , Cayuga di d not 

experience any large measureable e ffects with the arrival of the 

railway. Very little water based industry existed here which could 

have switched to steam power and used the railway for shipping. 

Some new industry did errive in Cayuga (see fig . 8) but rhere are 

no records if these industries located near o used the railway. 

This then limits the railways impact on the growth of Cayuga. 

The population of this town fluctuated between 700 and 800 for he 

rest of the 19th century and the first two decades of the 20th century . 

The Canada Southern nailway arrived in Hagersville in 1872, 

followed by the Hamilton-Lake Erie Railway in 1873 (Bloomfield,p.65) . 

The Hamilton-Lake Erie Railway paralled the Plank Road and therefore 

offerred some competition to this road for traffic (see fig.I). With 

the arrival of these railways Hagersville became an important mark­

et t own for area farmers since these two railways travelled to dif f­

erent areas of the province and therefore off erred larger markets 

for products from this area (Brueton,p.77). 

Steam based mills and industry were started in the town at t h is 

t ime and they l ocated near the railway for fast and easy shipment 

of large bulky products and materials (Brueton,p.45). These develop­

me nts brought settlers to Hagersville and population increased to 

800 by 1877 (see graph) . Prior to the railways arrival, Hagersville 
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was only a village end town lots were only surveyed after t e arriv~ ~ 

al of the railway when the town began to grow (see fig.6). 

By 1891 Hagersville had a population over 1000 which increased 

slowly through to 1921 (see graph) as the town maintained its posit­

ion as a major marketing and business area for the northern end of 

the county (Brueton,p.87). 

In 1873 the Hamilton-Lake Erie Railway and the Great Western 

Railway, which was amalgamated into the Grand Trunk system in 1882, 

arrived in Jarvis (Bloomfield,p.66). While Jarvis was one of three 

stops in the county for the Hamilton-Lake Erie Railway , it was only 

the second major stop for the Great Western Railway (see fig.1). 

Therefore this railway could draw on the western half of the county 

for business and made Jarvis the major town to ship products from 

if one wanted to use this railway. 

This factor helped to boost Jarvis' growth as it attracted 

farmers to its immediate area who, like in other towns, would sell 

their grain and whoever bought it could ship the large quantities 

out by rail (Brueton,p.45). 1he railway also meant that settlers 

could come here, by another means than road, which brought settlers 

from a wider area and faster than what was previously possible. 

Industry began to Prrive in Ja~vis in the form of buggy and 

door manufacturing and a cheese factory (Brueton,p .46). Some of these 

i ndustries located near the railway to use their shipping facilities 

(see fig.S). The development of steam power for manufacturing meant 

industry could now locate in areas that it previously could not. 

Jarvis also became the grain shipping location for its area of 

the county, as farming increased in importance in this r.egion (Brue- ­

ton,p.46) . The population of this town stood ~t 800 in 1877, and 

increased to 1000 in 1905 (see graph). The railways brought effici-
~- -· 

eat transportation and helped its manufacturing industry prosper as 



it supplied a fast and reliable way to ship bulk products. This 

growth in turn helped increase population growth and led to the 

survey of town lots in 1873 (see fig.S). 
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The arrival of the railways then , added a 1hird transportation 

method to some towns in Haldimand County. Dunnville used the railway 

to complement its road and water transportation systems. This resul­

ted in more industry and businesses in the town (see fig.8) and 

helped attract settlers here , which is shown by the population 

figures for the town (see graph). 

Caledonia found the railway taking business away from its 

river based industries and as these went bank~upt the town population 

decreased. ~irect competition with products from Hamilton industry, 

that arrived twice a day by rail, meant Caledonia could not compete 

and its industry and businesses declined in number and importance. 

The railway only ran about once a day to Cayuga, and seemed to 

have little effect on the towns growth as no industry located near 

this rail line (see fig.4) (Nelles,p.94). 

Both Indianna and York declined in terms of population as the 

~avigation Company went out of business. Local industries could not 

use the r iver for shipping and had no access to rail transport. 1his 

resulted in a decline of industry and businesses and tlerefore popu­

lation here, as they could not compete other than locally. 

llagersville and Jarvis found their population growth rates in­

creasing with the arrival of the railways. Industrial products and 

grain could be shipped out from these two towns everyday, which 

helped to attract settlers and large industry, since they could only 

afford to use rail transport, to this area. Both towns popula tion 

increased as they became the major shipping and trade centres for 

their areas of the county. 



• 
u 
0 

-.D 

.g 0 0 

!£. ~ l: _.,, ,,.., .... ,~ 
g ~ ~ '"' 

'. 
,!, 

~ 

B g ~ o! 
--II <:t- c6 



32 

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION 

1he evolution of water,road and rail transportation me thods produced 

different effects on the towns in Haldimand County that were examined 

by this paper. 

1he alienation of the county to the government by the Iroquois 

was the necessary catalyst for settlement. 1he development of the 

Grand River , by the Grand River Navigation Company, into a major 

transportation route influenced both the location and development 

of settlements on the river. 

Areas that were the site of a dam and, or, a lock grew into 

settlements as they had the power for industry, and were on the 

best t ransportation route in the county. This led to the development 

of · industry and population growth in Dunnville, Indianna, York, and 

Caledonia (see.fig.8 and graph). Water transportation served as the 

major means for shipping goods and people in the county during the 

1830's, 1840's and early 1850's, especiall' for these towns. 

Road transportation often complemented water transportation 

in the Grand River area. Roads allowed goods to be shipped into river 

towns for milling or shipping elsewhere. Roads also took advantage 

of where they went to and took development away from the river towns, 

since some settlers did not want to use river traasportation as its 

reliability was often in doubt. 

Road transportation did increase development in all the towns 

discussed in this paper, in that it brought settlers from different 

areas of the province, where water transport to the county was not 

possible. Road transportation then was often the only method of 

transportation in many areas of the county. 

The running of stages on the major roads increased development 

in Caledonia, Cayuga, and Dunnville and sta~ted it in Jarvis and 
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Hagersville. Accomodations were set up in these towns for travellers , 

and in the case of Jarvis and Hagersville these accomodations expand- ~ 

ed and the population of these towns increased. 

Water and road transportation served as the initial catalyst to 

the development of these towns. They made it possible £or settlers 

to move in, manufacturing to occur and shipping possible. 

Rail transportation played a different role in settlement develop­

ment. This transportation method produced development in Dunnville, 

Jarvis and Hagersville , but caused a decline in Indianna, York and 

Caledonia. Rail transportation offerred a faster and more reliable 

way to move large quantities of goods as well as people. The develop­

ment of this transportation method opened up the Jarvis and Hagers­

ville areas to growth as they had no efficient transportation system 

before the arrival of the railway. 

Rail transportation opened up areas like Caledonia, York and 

Indianna to cheaper goods from different areas of the county as well 

as the province. This took away business from their river based 

industries and caused their populations to decline. In Dunnville, 

~ail transportation was used to complement their other transportation 

methods, and caused the town population to increase. 

One can only say that these transportation methods helped deve l­

opment occur in different towns in different time periods (see fig. 

8). Water and road transportation was the major factor in the location 

and development of Dunnville, Indianna, York, and Caledonia. R0ad 

transportation also had this initial effect on Jarvis and Hagersville. 

Rail transportation was the major factor in the development of Jarvis 

and Hagersville only. 

The evolution of these t r ansportation methods produced mixed 

effects depending on which town one discusses. It boosted growth 

in Jarvis, Hagersville and Dunnville, while hindering it in Indianna, 
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York and Caledonia ( see fig . 8). Transportation methods and t heir 

evolution played a supporting role only i n Cayuga as it was the 

decision to put the county capital here tha t s t arted devel~ment . 

More study is needed . -
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