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New York and nationally. Consequently, it would seem that 

conservative as well as radical suffrage organizations 

attracted upper-class women's participation. Of the 112 

research population members who could be classified as be­

longing either to the structures or to the National 

Woman's Party structures, thirty-seven per cent belonged to 

the latter, radical organizations. 

While, as indicated in Table 4 below, the majority 

of research population members opted for the conservative 

N.A.W.S.A. approach, a signficant proportion accepted anti­

suffrage or a more radical pro-suffrage format. Further, 

as indicated in Table 5 below, even in these organizations, 

the upper-class women's involvement was not peripheral or 

short-term. For example, thirty-two per cent or thirteen 

members of the research population who were active in the 

National Woman's Party structures held some executive position 

and, as discussed in the following section, many of these 

women supported the Party throughout many years of bitter 

controversy. 

In sum, the research results suggest that active 

upper-class women were powerful suffrage figures. As speakers, 

writers, benefactors, and leaders, these women played an 

important part in determining the course and content of the 

suffrage struggle. The following discussion locates the re­

search population's activities amidst a detailed history of 

thG suffrage movement and indicates their significance relative 

to events of the day and to critical developments in the 

status of women. 



----------------- - - -- -

Table 4 

Overview of Research Population's Involvement 
in the Princi~ffrage Organizations 

Memberships 

N.A.W.S.A. and 
Affiliates** 

National Woman's 
and Affiliates*** 

Active in Both 

Anti-Suffrage 
Organizations 

Party 

Number of Women 
from Research 

Population Active 
in Organizations 

71 

41 

24 

22 

Table 5 

Percentage of 
Total Suffrage 

Population 
N=l34 

53 

31 

18 

16 

Overview of the Research Population's Involvement in 
the Princ~pal Suffrage Organizations 

Executive Positions 

Number of Women 
from Research 

Population Holding 
One or l'lore 

Executive Positions 
in Organizations 

N.A.w.s.A. and Affiliates 33 

National Woman's Party and 
Affiliates 

Anti-Suffrage Organizations 

Total 

13 

9 

55 

Percentage of 
Total Research 
Group Active in 
Particular 
Organizational 

Structure 

47 

32 

41 

41 {of 
tota'l 'suffrage' 
population) 

**N.A.W.S.A. affiliates include New York and National 
College {Collegiate) Equal Suffrage League, New York Equal 
Franchise Society, New York State and City Woman Suffrage 
Party (Association) and the Political Equality league (of 
New York). 

***The Woman's Party affiliates include its oreoecessor, 
the Congressional Union, and the Women's Political Union, 
including its predecessor, the Equality league for Self­
Supporting Women. 
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2. Uooer-Class ~omen and their Role in 
the History of the Uaments Rights 

Movement 

Socio-economic Background to the Changing 
Status of ~omen 1800-1900 
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The parameters of existence for most uomen in early 

nineteenth century America were hearth, home and husband. 2 

In general, women of the period devoted their 'productive' 

years to child-bearing and the care and maintenance of their 

family. The prevailing idealogy reflected and reinforced 

this material reality by asserting that women were basically 

biological creatures - 'made' to baar and care for children. 

Woman was, accordingly, maternal, physically weak, dependent 

on men, unsullied by the crude struggle for survival and 

morally superior. Kept within the home, this character served 

as the foundation of a happy, productive family and a stable 

republic. 

As Barbara Welter comments in "The Cult of True 

Womanhood: 1820-60," ''Men were supposed to be religious 

although they rarely had time for it, and were supposed to 

be pure, although it came awfully hard to them, but men were 

the movers, the doers, the actors, Women were the passive, 

submissive responders." 3 These tenets were, in turn, embodied 

in the American legal code up to 1800, "Married women could 

not sign contracts; they had no title to their own earnings, 

to property even when it was their own by inheritance or dower, 

or to their children in the event of legal separation." 4 

Should a woman tamper with this 'natural' sexual order 
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she courted disaster. As Carroll Smith-Rosenberg notes, 

"Within this system, woman was seen at the same time as a 

higher, more sensitive, more spiritual creature - and as a 

prisoner of tidal currents of an animal and uncontrollable 

nature (and in this way denied the two cardinal Victorian 

virtues of control and rationality)J15 Disregard for this 

'natural' dichotomy would only provoke personal as well as 

social disorder. "Education, attempts at birth control or 

abortion, undue sexual indulgence, and too fashionable a 

life-style, failure to devote herself fully to the needs of 

husband and children - even the advocacy of woman's suffrage -

6 all might guarantee a disease-ridden menopause.« 

By the mid-1800's, the socioeconomic order and this 

attendant perception of sex roles were on the verge of dramatic 

and pervasive change. As the capitalist economy flourished 

and expanded, it spawned increasing industrialization and 

b . t" 7 ur an1za 1on. For women, these developments were portents 

of important changes in the material conditions of their lives. 

For some, young and unmarried, the factories meant new-found, 

though short-lived, economic independence. For the married 

woman, the decline of the rural economy meant fewer children 

to bear and care for. 8 

Urbanization and industrialization also advanced inroads 

into the dominant sexist ideology. As Welter points out, the 

Cult of True Womanhood was doomed by an important internal 

contradiction, "The very perfection of True Womanhood, moreover, 

carried within itself the seeds of its own destruction. For 
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if a woman was so very little less than the angels, she should 

surely take a more active part in running the world, especially 

since men were making such a hash of things." 9 

As early as 1800 women had formed ladies' societies 

'dedicated to pious and charitable ends' and designed to 

inject their moral purity into the public domain. 10 Urban-

ization, with its increased inter-personal accessibility and 

industrialization, with its improved means of communication 

and transportation, exacerbated these developments. Keith 

Melder comments, "The years between 1800 and 1830 witnessed 

a remarkable expansion of women's charitable activities: a 

quantitative growth of organizations, an impressive geograph-

ical expansion, and a great diversification in the kinds of 
. 11 

work supported." This process culminated in women's 

involvement in broader issues, notably, abolition and temperance. 

As women expanded their horizons, they necessarily 

came into conflict with the prevailing ideology and ran afoul 

of specific social injunctions such as those against women 

travelling unescorted or making public ad~resses. These 

confrontations in turn highlighted women's forced exclusion 

from the public domain and in a few key instances moved the 

participants not only to question prevailing sex roles but 

12 to demand that changes be made. 

Not only did the Civil War accelerate the industrial-

ization and urbanization process, it intensified this movement 

of women into the public sphere. In aiding the war effort, in 

serving as nurses and in holding fund-raising fairs women 
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could, on socially legitimate grounds, further erode their 

confinement to the home and expand their sphere of action. 

Eleanor Flexner comments that "The influx of women into 

teaching and their entrance into government offices dates 

from the Civil War. Thousands more broke away from stove 

d 1 d t b t 1 k f k . th . t. 1113 an aun ry u o oo or war J.n e CJ. J.es •••• 

Throughout the post-war period to the turn of the 

century, capitalism maintained, despite major setbacks, its 

frantic evolution. In so doing, it continued to alter the 

material conditions of women's lives and to provide for, even 

demand, alterations in the sexual status quo. The quiet, 

frail, pious and provincial mother, confined to her home by 

an overwhelming burden of parental and housekeeping respons-

ibilities was being outmoded. As Flexner explains: 

From 1865 on, a veritable domestic revolution 
was under way,which freed those able to take 
advantage of it for pursuits other than house­
work. The development of gas lighting, 
municipal water systems, domestic plumbing, 
canning, the commercial production of ice, the 
improvement of furnaces, stoves, and washtubs, 
and popularization of the sewing-machine aided 
growing numbers of women to escape from the 
domestic treadmill. 14 

In brief, the new economic order provided a structure 

which permitted women (or demanded in the case of the working-

class woman) to be, within severe limitations, actors in the 

public domain. Working-class women became an accepted part of 

the work force; "Between 1880 and 1900 the employment of 

women in most parts of the economy became an established fact. 

This was surely the most significant event in the modern history 
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15 
of women." More well-to-do women, impelled by their afore-

mentioned moral and religious obligations, "became involved 

16 in housekeeping tasks on behalf of society at large". By 

the end of the century, women's reform and charitable 

organizations had not only multiplied but taken on important 

national dimensions (for example, the General Federation of 

Women's Clubs, founded 1890 and the Women's Christian 

Temperance Union, founded 1874). 

The net result of these social and economic develop-

ments was an increasing inconsistency between the material 

day-to-day realities of women's lives and the traditional 

notions about sex roles. This discrepancy demanded a re-

examination of woman's role in society. Consequently, the 

women's rights proponents, along with pro- and anti-suffrage 

activists, in a sense, sought to determine the parameters and 

focus of woman's emergent status. The accomplishments and 

limitations of these women and, in the case at hand, of their 

upper-class contingent, can only be judged against this broad 

panorama of historical and economic changa; the radical and 

conservative nature of their endeavours can only be gauged 

against the extant social condition of women. 

Beginnings of the Women's Rights Movement 
1800-1900 

Advances in the social and legal status of women date 

17 back to the early 1800's. However, the first pivotal event 

in the devalopment of the women's movement took place in 1840 

when the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London refused to 
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seat any women delegates. Affronted, lucretia Mott and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton determined to oppose such constraints 

on women. In 1848, largely through their efforts, a con­

vention was held in Seneca Falls, New York, and the Declaration 

of Sentiments, detailing and denouncing the oppression of 

women was set forth. The American women's rights movement 

was thus launched. 

From its earliest days, the movement was tinged with 

a measure of affluence. Mrs. Stanton, who was to play a key 

role in the women's rights movement until 1892 and whose 

daughter and granddaughter were to be key suffrage leaderst 

came from the fringes of the upper class. Her father was a 

member of the u.s. Congress and a judge in the Supreme Court 

of New York. Her cousin, whom she frequently visited in her 

youth, was Gerrit Smith, a wealthy reformer, philanthropist, 

suffrage supporter and the son of the partner of John Jacob 

Astor. Finally, Mrs. Stanton's husband was a lawyer and state 

senator. Lucretia Mott, while not wealthy, attended private 

schools and led a very comfortable middle~class life. 

Not surprisingly, given this leadership, the new-born 

group tended to focus on issues of particular relevance to 

the more well-to-do classes - such as the control of property 

and earnings, guardianship, divorce, opportunities for 

education and employment, and the legal and religious status 

of women. 18 Karen Sacks, in her study of the "Class Roots 

of Feminism" cites the following specific example of this 

bias. At the Rochester convention held later in 1848, "While 
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all other resolutions passed clearly stated beliefs and 

principles, this one hedged: Resolved 'that those who 

believe the laboring classes of women are oppressed, ought 

to do all in their power to raise wages, beginning with 

their own household servants [sacks' emphasis].' n
19 

In 1850 the first 'national' women's rights convention 

was organized in Worcester, Massachusetts by another affluent 

lady, Paulina Kellogg Wright Davis, the wife of a wealthy 

manufacturer and later U.S. Congressman. For every year 

from 1850 to 1860, excepting 1857, yearly conventions helped 

keep the new-born movement alive. During the Civil War, 

women's rights leaders, many of whom were also abolitionists, 

put their work aside and supported the enfranchisement of the 

blacks. In 1866, Woman's Rights and Anti-Slavery Societies 

united in New York City to form the American Equal Rights 

Association. The organization, led by men, petitioned Congress 

to enfranchise women along with the blacks. Congress refused 

and the woman's movement leaders, some so bitter that they 

refused to support enfranchisement of blacks so long as women 

were excluded, took up the battle for suffrage. In 1867, 

Kansas was the first state to hold a suffrage referendum, and 

in 1868 the first measure for woman suffrage was introduced 

to the United States Congress. 

This same year, 1868, the discussion encounters the 

first of the research group members. Abigail Gibbons,* a 

pioneering social reformer in New York City and the wife of 

one of the city's more prominent financial and business figures, 
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came out in support of the suffrage ~ovement, a movement 

which, as noted, had already given some indication of its 

receptivity to affluent disciples. Mrs. Gibbons joined 

Mrs. Stanton, Miss Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Smith Mills 

(daughter of the aforementioned Gerrit Smith) in sending a 

letter tb the National Republican Convention asking that 

party to reward women's faithful Civil War service by adding 

suffrage to their party platform. Despite the respectability 

and prestige Mrs. Gibbons lent to the act, the effort proved 

ineffectual. In the following years an increasing number of 

upper-class women were to become allies of the cause and 

close associates of its top leadership. 

The next year, 1869, the young movement ran into 

internal difficulties. At this point, dissension within the 

ranks was such that it split the organizational structure 

into two rival and opposing groups (see Diagram 1 for an over­

view of these later organizational developments). On the one 

hand was the National Suffrage Association, based in New York, 

open only to women and devoted to-a more radical and thorough­

going reformation of woman's estate. This body, led by Susan 

B. Anthony (whose maternal grandfather was a member of the 

Massachusetts legislature and whose father ran a successful 

insurance business) and Mrs. Stanton, was willing to unite 

with labour and women of the working class. In fact, Miss 

Anthony was at one time a member of the Knights of Labor, one 

of the original labour organizations. 

The two leaders were eager to pursue the sentiments 
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expressed at Seneca Falls and sought not just suffrage but 

broad political, social, religious, sexual and marital 

changes for women. They published a journal entitled ~ 

Revolution and supported such innovative figures as free 

love advocate Victoria Woodhull. This was clearly the most 

'radical' faction in the women's movement but there was, at 

the same time, a basic conservatism and hence respectability 

in their approach. Linda Gordon points out that the free-

lovers and suffragists 11 ••• hoped that given political power to 

women would help to reinforce the family, to make the 

government more just and the economy less monopolistic 11 •
20 

She notes, "Clinging to the cult of motherhood was part of 

a broader conservatism shared by Free Lovers and suffragists -

acceptance of traditional sex roles. 1121 

In opposition to the National was the American Woman 

Suffrage Association, based in Boston. This organization 

pursued a more thoroughly conservative tack, was more inter-

ested in simple legal reform for women (notably suffrage) and 

was not sympathetic to labour. Its most prominent leader was 

Julia Ward Howe, author of the "Battle Hymn of the Republic", 

sister-in-law of socially prominent minister and suffrage 

** advocate Henry WardBeecher and aunt of Margaret Chanler 

Aldrich,* great great granddaughter of John Jacob Astor. 

The year, 1869, not only signalled this important 

bifurcation in women's ranks, it marked the entrance of the 

second important research population member into the movement. 

**Beecher was the great uncle of suffrage leader, 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman. 
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Lillie Devereux Slake* was the daughter of a wealthy Southern 

plantation owner, and a descendant of Thomas Polk, colonial 

governor of North Carolina and of Samuel Johnson, first 

president of King's (later Columbia) College. She was 

educated at Miss Athorpe's School and at Yale under private 

tutors. In 1858 she moved to New York City with her husband 

Frank Umsted, a Philadelphia lawyer, and their two children. 

In 1859 she embarked on what was to be a highly successful 

career as a writer. Later that same year, her husband, having 

dissipated their fortune, killed himself. Mrs. Blake supported 

herself through her writing until 1866 when she married 

Grinfill Blake. 

In 1869, Mrs. Blake, long frustrated by the limitations 

imposed upon women, ventured forth to New York's suffrage 

headquarters. Greeted at the door by wealthy philanthropist 

Elizabeth B. Phelps, she was immediately impressed by the 

gentility of the suffragists. Her daughter recalls: "I 

remember vividly how ardently she said, after we had begun 

our dinner that evening, 'Grinfill, I went to the Woman 

Suffrage Headquarters today - and, Grinfill, they're ladies 

[original emphasi~!•rr 22 Duly satisfied as to the basic 

respectability of this enterprise, Mrs. Blake became a 

vigorous exponent of women's rights, contributing her 

oratorical and literary talents to the cause. 

In 1870, Mrs. Blake started to attend the conventions 

of the iconoclastic National Woman Suffrage Assocation and 

within a few years her speeches were a regular feature of 
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the National's gatherings. At the same time she became one 

of the more prominent theoreticians. In 1874 she wrote 

Fettered for Life (which sold 1300 copies the day of 

publication), followed in 1883 by Woman's Place Today (a 

book which, according to her biographers, made her in a month 

one of the most quoted and best-known women in the country), 23 

and in 1892 she wrote A Daring Exoeriment. 

Mrs. Blake's writing ability was not her sole asset. 

Apparently, she was also adept at capitalizing on the benefits 

of being a 'lady 1 • Her biography reports that whenever Mrs. 

Blake made arrangements for a meeting place in a strange town, 

she first went to the County Courthouse. "She was attractive, 

well-dressed, a lady. This usually disarmed the County Clerk, 

24 and she was pleasantly greeted." Cognizant of the social 

prestige and influence that, in general, went with being a 

lady, Mrs. Blake made it her policy to seek aut women from 

the higher echelons of society, "Realizing the power that 

social leaders exercise on community opinion, Mrs. Blake 

had continuously worked to make the campa!gn for woman 

suffrage in New York appeal not only to working women, but to 

society women, impressing on them the knowledge that they too 

needed their rights as human beings ••• ~ 25 

By 1879, Mrs. Blake's efforts had ensured her 

ascendancy within the state movement and she was unanimously 

elected President of the New York (State) Woman Suffrage 

Association, a post she was to hold for eleven years. In 

1880 she succeeded in achieving state-wide school suffrage 
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for women. In the next years of her presidency, Mrs. Blake 

made yearly tours of the state advocating not only suffrage 

but legal reforms such as laws requiring women doctors in 

mental institutions, and she addressed numerous committees 

of the state and national senate and assembly. In 1886, Mrs. 

Blake founded the Society for Political Study to work for 

legislative gains rather than suffrage alone and she was 

elected president of the New York City Woman Suffrage League, 

a post she would hold for fourteen years. 

In short, the evidence suggests that Mrs. Blake 

played a key role in defining and executing the goals of the 

women's movement in the state of New York,** "the great 

26 battleground for the rights of women". These were critical 

years in the development of the women's movement. Suffrage 

became an increasingly central goal and other legislative 

and social reforms were steadily eclipsed. Mrs. Blake, 

according to her biographers, bitterly opposed this narrowing 

27 focus. However, while she may have advocated more sweeping 

reforms in woman's estate, Mrs. Blake did,so from a conservative 

frame of reference. She abjured the free-lovers*** and 

promoted a conception of woman's role deeply rooted in the 

Cult of True Womanhood: 

**As indicated throughout the suffrage histories, New 
York State was of pivotal importance in the suffrage struggle. 

***Mrs. Blake commented, for example "'I felt this 
should be a strong public demonstration in favor of marriage 
and decency. The free-lovers had made their abominable views 
so public in connection with woman suffrage that it had become 
important that a word should be said to demonstrate that the 
suffrage society itself was on the conservative side of the 
question.'" 28 
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duty is to her children, and it is on this 
account that she will surely be a most 
valuable and conscientious voter. The men 
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of the state come from the market-place, from 
the stock-board, and from the barroom to the 
ballot box; the women of the state will come 
from the fireside. Which, think you, will 
bring the purest hands to the work? 29 

Gradually, the conservative perspective promoted by 

Mrs. Blake and others won out. Increasingly, the New York 

woman's movement retreated on social and moral issues. With 

the decline of the Knight$ of Labor and the ascendancy of the 

American Federation of Labor, the movement withdrew completely 

from associations with working-class organizations. In 1892, 

Lucy Stone, a prominent suffrage leader, reflecting this 

alienation from the working class, asked Homestead strikers 

why they did not save their earnings to start their own 

businesses if they were dissatisfied with their jobs. 30 

By 1B90, the New York association had progressed so 

far along this path of political conservatism that it was 

possible for the New York and Boston factions, once radically 

opposed, to reunite under the common lead~rship of Mrs. 

Stanton. The new group was called the National American 

Women's Suffrage Association (N.A.W.S.A.). Although it had 

not yet discarded all of its desire to 'redefine' women, 

much of its critical social analysis had been shed. As 

Victoria Schuck comments, "What these women seemed to be 

31 saying was that they wanted entry into the system." 

Concommitantly, it would seem that efforts by Mrs. 

Blake and others to attract upper-class adherents to the 
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cause were also successful. Belle de Rivera,* prominent New 

York social reformer and daughter of one of the oldest 

members of the New York stock exchange, was active in leading 

the New York City movement and for seven years was president 

of the New York Equal Suffrage League when it was che only 

woman suffrage association in Manhattan. Mary Loines,* first 

cousin to New York City's mayor Seth low, was also active in 

the early organizations, serving as secretary of the Brooklyn 

Equal Rights Association and in 1869 attending the conservative 

American Suffrage Association's first convention as a delegate 

from Brooklyn. Later she was to head Brooklyn's Woman's 

Suffrage Association from 1899 to 1919. 

As Mrs. Blake's biographers note, "Slowly, Woman 

Suffrage was becoming fashionable." 32 In 1893 the suffrage 

ranks were reinforced by Harriet laidlaw* who in this year, 

gave her first speech for suffrage in Albany. Mrs. La~dlaw 

was the wife of James laidlaw, wealthy founder of Laidlaw 

and Company, stockbrokers, and future president of the 

National Men's Suffrage league. In the f~llowing year, 

Margaret Chanler Aldrich* and Mary Putnam Jacobi* undertook 

to aid Mrs. Blake's efforts. They, Mrs. Blake and 

Harriette Keyser, all representing the women of New York City, 

spoke before the Suffrage Committee of the Constitutional 

Convention in the Assembly Chamber of the Capitol at Albany 

in an attempt to secure a clause for woman's suffrage in the 

state constitution. 

Mrs. Aldrich, (at this time Miss Chanler), was the 
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great great ~· ~.~~Jaugnter of John Jacob Astor. Her illustrious 

ancestry included. two Colonial Governors and a signer of the 

Declaration of Independence. She was related to the socially 

prominent Livingston and Beekman families of New York and 

her aunt was Caroline Schmermerhorn Astor, ruler of New York's 

~Metropolitan 400'. Her great aunt, as noted above, was Julia 

Ward Howe. Dr. Jacobi was equally rooted in the upper class. 

She was the daughter of George P. Putnam, founder of G.P. 

Putnam's Sons publishing firm. Dr. Jacobi had already defied 

social convention by becoming a physician; she was to go on 

to pursue a career devoted to medicine and the amelioration 

of woman's estate. Her address to the constitutional hearing 

entitled "Common Sense Applied to Woman Suffrage" was considered 

so compelling that it was later reprinted and used as a 

campaign document by New York suffragists in 1914. 

Locally, other upper-class women came forward in 

support of these efforts to revise the state constitution. 

Ida Harper's History of Woman Suffrage reports that "Women 

of social influence in this city [New York J, who never had 

shown any public interest in the question, opened headquarters 

at Sherry's, held meetings and secured signatures to a suffrage 

petition. The leaders of this branch were Mrs. Josephine Shaw 

Lowell,* Mrs. Joseph H. Choate,* Dr. Mary Putnam Jacobi,* 

Mrs. J. Warren Goddard, Mrs. Robert Abbe, Mrs. Henry Sanders 

and Miss Adele M. Fialde. 1133 Mrs. Lowell came from a family 

of wealthy Boston merchants and achieved prominence as a 

pioneer social welfare leader in New York City. Her brother-
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in-law, George William Curtis, her sister, Anna Curtis, and 

her niece, Miss Elizabeth Burrill Curtis, were leading suffrage 

advocates in Massachusetts. Mrs. Choate was the daughter of 

a wealthy iron manufacturer and the wife of anti-suffragist, 

Joseph Choate, former Ambassador to England and prominent 

lawyer. 

Ultimately these actions were all to no avail. The 

Constitutional Amendment was voted down. The pro-suffrage 

forces, led by Edward Lauterbach, an influential New York 

lawyer, close associate of J.P. Morgan and husband of Amanda 

Lauterbach* (vice president of the Woman's Suffrage League), 

were overwhelmed. The chairman of the convention, the 

above-mentioned Joseph Choate, had appointed a Suffrage 

Committee laden with anti-suffragists and he himself cast 

the final vote against the amendment. However, the suffragists 

were undaunted. A month later Edward Lauterbach and Miss 

Anthony addressed the Committee on Resolutions of the State 

Republican Convention, and Miss Anthony and Mrs. Blake 

similarly addressed the Democratic Convention, unsuccessfully, 

for a woman suffrage stand in their respective platforms. 

Many of the upper-class suffrage pioneers continued to 

play important roles past the turn of the century and often 

they worked in small groups in direct association with the 

national leaders of the movement. Mrs. Aldrich, for example, 

joined Mrs. Chapman and Mrs. Alice Stone Blackwell in speaking 

before the New York Judiciary Committee on suffrage, Mrs. Blake, 
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as a state leader, naturally was an ubiquitous figure at 

committee hearings and N.A.w.s.A. gatherings. However, by 

the end of the 1800's, Mrs. Blake's association with the 

movement's leaders, while close, was showing signs of stress. 

According to existing accounts, Miss Anthony had grown 

suspicious of Mrs. Blake's efforts to win socially prominent 

New York women to the cause through events such as the 

Pilgrim Mothers' Dinners {1892-1906). In 1899, Miss Anthony, 

apparently fearful of losing command of the organization, 

effected the abolition of Mrs. Blake's Committee on Legislative 

Advice. Mrs. Blake continued to be supported by Mrs. Stanton, 

but her position in the suffrage hierarchy was effectively 

undermined. In 1900, Mrs. Blake, supported by Mrs. Stanton, 

Dr. Jacobi* and Margaret Sage* {Mrs. Russell Sage), made 

an unsuccessful bid for the N.A.W.S.A. presidency. Carrie 

Catt became the new president. J 

Despite this failure, Mrs. Blake had had an important 

impact on the women's movement. A contemporary newspaper 

reporter noted "'I have watched Mrs. Blake's course with 

interest, and to her, mare than to any ather woman of this 

country, the women of this State will be indebted for the 

ballot when the State gives it to them, as it surely will.'"
34 

The suffrage organizations themselves acknowledged her 

pivotal role: "Newspapers reporting the first meeting of 

the New York City Suffrage League in 1900 entirely concurred 

in the statement of Mrs. Trowbridge, the principal speaker, 
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when she said that the laws of New York State were better for 

women than the laws anywhere else in the world, and that this 

"" h 1 t r r\11 s 1 k • t · · r r t ., 3 5 was ~ e resu o ··rs. a e sun 1r1ng e or s ••• ~ 

In sum, the evidence suggests that even in these pre-

1900 years when the movement was still relatively small and 

adventurous, upper-class women had taken up key executive 

positions and had played an important part, as writers and 

orators, in representing the movement to the population at 

large. However, the movement itself had made little advance-

ment. As Harriet Stanton Blatch notes in her memoirs, "The 

suffrage movement was completely in a rut in New York State 

at the opening of the twentieth century. It bored its adherents 

and repelled its opponents. Most of the ammunition was being 

wasted on its supporters in private drawing rooms and in 

public halls where friends, drummed up and harried by the 

d t 1 . tl 1 h d th ld t " 36 ar en, 1s ess y ear e same o argumen s •••. 

The achievements provided by these efforts were scant. 

Suffrage had been debated only once in the United States Senate 

and it had never even reached the.House of Representatives. 

Much energy had been wasted in futile attempts to achieve 

state suffrage amendments. The well-organized, well-financed 

California campaign of 1896, despite support from upper-class 

women such as Mrs. Randolph Hearst and Mrs. leland Stanford, 

had been robbed of victory by the skulduggery of the liquor 

interests. Sparsely populated Colorado and Idaho were the 

sole suffrage conquests. 
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Consolidation and Resurqence 1900-1907 

Only gradually in the decade after 1900 did the 

movement revive itself with mare adherents and different 

strategies and invigorate itself with new organizational 

structures. In these years, as the suffrage movement gained 

momentum, the role of its upper-class adherents also shifted. 

Up to 1900 they brought to the struggle valuable prestige 

and social standing as well as important executive, speaking 

and literary skills. After 1900, as the struggle intensified, 

they also often contributed, in addition to social distinction 

and respectability, specific professional talent and concrete 

financial backing. 

One of the first steps taken to re-invigorate the 

suffrage organizations was an attempt to open new avenues of 

support, particularly, from the working class. As mentioned 

above, the movement in the late 1800's had tended to turn 

away from, even in some instances, against, the working-class 

and the trade union movement. However, as more and more 

lower-class women entered the factories, they came to con­

stitute a pool of social power that could be no longer ignored. 

Further, in the early 1900's, a number of upper-class women 

were actively involved in organizing and unionizing working­

class women in the state and this not only remodelled the 

working-class women's public image, it provided direct lines 

of communication into their midst. As Sacks comments, "While 

the overt anti-working class, racist and nativist arguments 
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remained until the end, there were growing numbers of N.A.W.S.A. 

members after the turn of the century who believed it important 

to speak to the working class. 1137 

In line with these developments, several prominent 

upper-class women reformers joined the suffrage ranks in the 

early 1900's to advocate the cause of the working class and 

to draw working-class women into their organization. In 1904, 

Maud Nathan,* who in 1897 had founded the New York Consumers' 

League in the hopes of using consumer pressure to achieve 

improved working conditions for women, addressed the N.A.W.S.A. 

national convention on "The Wage Earner and the Ballot." 

Mrs. Nathan, the granddaughter of a prominent New York rabbi 

and the wife of a prosperous broker, advocated suffrage on 

two grounds. First, she suggested that " ••• some of the evils 

from which they [women wage-earners:} suffer would not exist 

if the women had the right to place their votes in the 

38 ballot-box". Secondly, appealing to the self-interest of the 

predominantly affluent audience she argued that only by use 

of the vote could women hope to ensure th~t the products they 

consumed were " ••• free from adulteration ••• had been produced 

under clean, wholesome and humane conditions •••• 1139 In brief, 

Mrs. Nathan helped break ground for the position that suffrage 

must be recognized as one important step in improving the 

life-conditions of all women {and men). 

Later in the same year, indicative of her high standing 

in the suffrage prestige hierarchy, Mrs. Nathan joined a 

select group of suffrage leaders - notably, Anna Howard Shaw 
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(soon to be president of the ~.A.U.S~A.), Harriet Blatch 

(daughter of Elzabeth Stanton), Emily Howland, a wealthv 

philanthropist, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman (the movement's 

leading theoretician) - in addressing the United States Senate 

and House Committee on Suffrage. 

In 1906, Gertrude Barnum* followed up on Mrs. Nathan's 

speech about the working class by exhorting the N.A.W.S.A.'s 

national convention to incorporate wage-earning women into 

its body. Miss Barnum, the daughter of a prominent Chicago 

attorney and granddaughter of a United States Senator, was 

at this time secretary of the National Women's Trade Union 

League, an organization recently founded in New York City, 

directed by upper-class w_omen and designed to uplift as well 

as organize working-class 'girls'. Miss Barnum's address, 

while tinged with a certain paternalism, went far in demanding 

solidarity with working-class women. 

'A speaker should have been chosen from their 
ranks', she said. 'We have been preaching to 
them, teaching them "rescuing" them, doing 
almost everything for them except knowing 
them, and working with·them fa~. the good of 
our common country. These women of the trade 
unions, who have already learned to think and 
vote in them, would be a great addition, a 
great strength to this movement. • •• ';'oc iii US t 
bring them Iworking people] to your conferences 
and conventions and let them speak on your 
platform. They will-speak much better for 
themselves than you can get any one to speak for 
them •••• 1 (emphasis added). 40 

Meanwhile, the suffrage movement was expanding in 

other directions. By the early 1900's, the women's colleges 

and universities had experienced unparalleled growth and now 
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constituted a new and valuable source of support. To harness 

this prestigious body, organizations such as the College 

Equal Suffrage League ware established. These grouos not 

only represented collegiate suffragists, they sought to 

recruit new supporters from the college campuses. 41 

This was inevitably a field ideally suited to leader­

ship by upper-class women. As discussed in the preceding 

chapter, they had played key roles as students, teachers 

and benefactors in these institutions and they had been 

instrumental in pioneering women's higher education. Con­

sequently, it is not surprising that from this time until 

suffrage was achieved finally, many of these upper-class 

women started their suffrage careers as leaders in the college 

suffrage organizations. 

In 1905, Helen Flexner* helped set this pattern by 

being elected vice president of the College Equal Suffrage 

League of New York, a post she held for four years. Mrs. 

Flexner, at one time a Bryn Mawr instructor, was the wife of 

Simon Flexner, director of the Rockefeller Institution for 

Medical Research. Her brother-in-law, Abraham Flexner, was 

a prominent educator and philosopher (and the father of 

Eleanor Flexner, author of Century of Struggle, one of the 

classic accounts of the Women's Rights Movement in the United 

States). Her sister, E. Carey Thomas, was not only the 

president of Bryn Mawr but from 1908 the president of the 

'National' College Equal Suffrage League. 

This new intelligentsia amongst upper-class women also 
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supplemented the movement's literary resources. In 1906, 

Elsi Clews Parsons,* whose father Henry Clews was one of 

the financial mandarins of New York, whose great uncle was 

President Madison and whose husband was a suffrage advocate, 

Republican Congressman and Republican National Committeeman, 

wrote The Familv. This, the first of Mrs. Parson's feminist 

tracts, argued that in order for ~omen to be fit wives and 

mothers, they must enjoy the same opportunities as men. Mrs. 

Parsons, who was to achieve prominence as a renown~d 

anthropologist in the 1920's, went so far as to advocate 

trial marriage. This work was followed in 1913 by The Old 

Fashioned Woman, in 1914 by Fear and Conventionality and in 

1915 by Social Freedom. Throughout, Mrs. Parsons maintained 

that excessive conformity, sexual stereotypes, and "ingrained 

· d d · d · n42 t b b k d · f d ~ eas an preJu 1ces mus e ro en own 1 men an women 

were to develop their true and full capacities. 

During this first decade of the twentieth century, 

upper-class women also continued to contribute along more 

traditional lines, specifically, as the leaders and spokes-

women for the movement. A new addition to these ranks was 

Helen Garrison Villard.* In 1900, after the death of her 

husband Henry Villard, financier, President of the Northern 

Pacific Railroad and co-founder of the Edison General Electric 

Company, Mrs. Villard had added political activism to her 

already extensive participation in social and educational 

reform. In 1906 she turned specifically to the suffrage 

movement and following in Mrs. Blake's* footsteps became a 
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member of the New York State Woman Suffrage Association's 

executive board. In New York City proper, she belonged to 

three suffrage societies (in 1903 there were fifteen 

organizations in New York City devoted to suffrage propaganda)a3 

and was president of the one named for her famous father, 

the William Lloyd Garrison Equal Suffrage Club. In 1907, 

Mrs. Villard's work took on national dimensions when she was 

named to the six woman business committee which was responsible 

for the N.A.W.S.A.'s finances. 

Like ~rs. Blake, Mrs. Villard toiled at the suffrage 

cause in large part because she believed in the moral 

superiority of Victorian America's 'True Woman'. She, along 

with a number of suffragists, advocated rights for women not, 

following the Seneca Falls' declaration, in terms of simple 

human justice, but rather on the grounds that women voters 

could inject order, purity and morality into American society. 

This conservative view was shared by Margaret Olivia 

Sage*~Ars. Blake's supporter during the N.A.W.S.A. presidential 

campaign). Mrs. Sage {future founder of the Russell Sage 

Foundation) was also convinced that women must be enfranchised 

in order to successfully effect their moral and spiritual 

reconstruction of society. In 1905 she wrote an essay entitled 

"Opportunities and Responsibilities of Leisured Women" de­

tailing the particular burden upper-class women must shoulder 

in this moral rearmament. 

By 1906, like Mrs. Villard, Mrs. Sage was an active 
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exponent of the womens' movement.** Although she was not 

moved to hold executive positions, she did provide much 

needed financial support. In 1906, when the national officers 

of the N.A.U.S.A. required $60,000 to continue their work 

Mrs. Sage donated the $20,000 required to meet this goal. 

By 1907, these efforts and the cumulative inroads 

women had made into the public domain, began to breathe 

vitality into the suffrage struggle. However, the movement 

itself, as embodied in Mrs. Sage and Mrs. Villard, was very 

much caught up in a conservative rationale. Despite attempts 

to broaden the base of support and to encompass the working 

class, the suffrage analysis became steadily more narrow 

and reformist. 

Gathering Momentum 1907-1908 

In 1907 and 1908, the suffrage movement began to 

evidence its old strength and vigour. During these two years, 

five new and important suffrage organizations were established 

and a whole new contingent of upper-class supporters joined 

the suffrage ranks. New York State***came alive to the 

suffrage issue and became the focal point of its struggle. 

It was at this pivotal point that Mrs. Catt, who had 

resigned the presidency of the N.A.W.S.A. in order to devote 

**In these ventures Mrs. Sage was supported by her 
husband. In 1894 Russell Sage aided the campaign to amend 
the New York State Constitution by adding his prestigious 
support to a suffrage petition. 

***Until 1915, at the national level the N.A.W.S.A. 
would be ,enervated by this ineffectual leadership of Dr. Anna 
Howard Shaw. 45 
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her energies to the international woman's suffrage movement, 

returned to the New York arena and established the Woman's 

Suffrage Party. This group attempted to overcome the clumsy 

organization of the N.A.w.s.A. by setting up an extensive 

interlocking network based on wards and districts. Each 

ward and district, under the direction of its captain, was 

to attempt to maintain suffrage pressure on the Democratic 

party machine, Tammany Hall. 

This new organizational structure quickly attracted 

strong upper-class support. Emily Eaton Hepburn,* a social 

reformer whose husband was president and chairman of Chase 

National Bank and one-time United State Controller of the 

Currency, found time to work closely with Mrs. Catt on her 

new venture. Katrina Tiffany,* president of the College 

Women's Equal Suffrage League and wife of Charles Lewis 

Tiffany of the Tiffany jewellery family, became recording 

secretary of the Party. Mrs. Laidlaw,* secretary of the 

College League for Equal Suffrage, who had made her suffrage 

debut in 1893, served, when nessary, as acting chairman of 

the Party. Mrs. Nathanf the above-mentioned founder of the 

Consumers' League, was made corresponding secretary. Helen 

Mansfield~whose husband was a member of the prestigious law 

firm of Lord, Day and Lord, was the first head of the Party's 

education section, organizing travelling libraries and 

correspondence schools to promulgate suffrage views. Later 

she became a member of the state organization's executive 

committee. 
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The second rung of power, the district leaders, 

seemed similarly inundated with upper-class recruits. Maud 

Winchester,* mother-in-law of Robert Patterson, one-time 

Secretary of War, yas a member of the committee leading the 

first assembly district. Emma Woerishoffer,* granddaughter 

of a wealthy German newspaper publisher, Anna Ottendorfer,* 

Helen Plimpton,* owner and manager of Sheppard Company, Maud 

Probasco,* daughter of famous orator and political figure, 

Robert G. Ingersoll, Mary 8ookstaver Knoblauch,* whose father 

was a prominent lawyer and supreme court judge, and, finally, 

Marie J. Howe,* wife of lawyer and People's Institute director, 

Frederic Howe, were all district leaders. 

Meanwhile, advancements on the college front had been 

such that by 1908 a new organization was established there. 

Dr. Parsons* of Barnard College, who as mentioned above was 

actively making a literary contribution to the movement, 

joined with five of her fellow women academicians to call for 

a meeting. At this convention the 'National' College Equal 

Suffrage League was established with E. CaTey Thomas as its 

head. It was, in effect, the N.A.W.S.A.'s college women's 

auxiliary. Bespeaking the relative affluence of N.A.W.S.A. 

members, this educationally privileged group soon had the 

largest voting delegation, with the exception of New York, at 

the national suffrage conventions. 

In this same year, 1908, indicative of the gathering 

respectability and momentum behind the changing status of 

women, two of New York's wealthiest and most socially prominent 
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women joined the suffrage fray. The first was Katherine 

Mackay* (later Mrs. Katherine Blake), a member of the 

historically prominent Duer family and the wife of Clarence 

Mackay, one of the scions of the Comstock Lode fortunes and 

president of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company. In 1908, 

Mrs. Mackay awakened to an interest in suffrage and entered 

upon providing support for that cause by opening her house 

to suffrage meetings and by founding the Equal Franchise 

Society, " ••• an organization of men and women, affiliated with 

the N.A.W.S.A. 1146 While Mrs. Mackay assumed tne presidency 

of her new organization, another member of the Duer clan, 

Alice Duer Miller,* wife of a prominent stockbroker and great 

granddaughter of William Alexander Duer, ~esident of Columbia 

University became the group's vice president. In 1910, Mrs. 

Nathan* took over as vice president. 

Mrs. Mackay made an immediate and ultimately 

significant contribution to the suffrage cause when she 

introduced N.A.W.S.A. President Anna Howard Shaw to Alva 

Belmont* and thus launched the redoubtable. Mrs. Belmont on a 

long and active suffrage career. 

This new-found advocate had, in the 1880's, been the 

wife of William Kissam Vanderbilt, grandson of Cornelius 

Vanderbilt and she vied with Mrs. Astor for the leadership 

of New York Society. In 1895 she scored a major social coup 

when her daughter Consuela (under duress from her mother, as 

was later revealed) married the Duke or Marlborough. 
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Having achieved unequalled social prominence, Mrs. 

Belmont scandalized society in 1B95 by divorcing her husband 

and a year later marrying Oliver Hazard Perry Belmont, a 

social leader and son of the Rothschild family's Neu York 

representative. Converted to the suffrage cause by President 

Shaw, Mrs. Belmont turned her considerable energy and 

enthusiasm to suffrage. Like Mrs. Mackay, she opened her 

palatial Newport home to suffrage meetings, she made public 

addresses on suffrage and she founded her own suffrage 

organization, the Political Equality League. 

The N.A.W.S.A. leadership, which, as indicated, had 

steadily moved away from any critical analysis of woman's 

status and which by now was preoccupied with presenting a 

respectable public image, was elated at these prestigious 

additions to their ranks. The official N.A.W.S.A. history 

stresses the significance of Mrs. Mackay and Mrs. Belmont's 

involvement: 

While in New York City women of the highest 
character and ability had sponsored the 
suffrage work it had not attracted the 
women uho could give it financial support. 
When Mrs. Mackay and Mrs. Belmont identified 
themselves with it, opened their homes for 
lectures and interested their friends, public 
attention was aroused. The meetings given in 
August by Mrs. Belmont at Marble House, 
Newport, which never before had been opened 
to the public, received an immense amount of 
space in the New York papers 3nd those 
outside. The big headquarters soon were 
thronged with women; magazines, syndicates 
and the daily press had articles and 
pictures; mass meetings and parades followed 
and thousands of women entered the suffrage 
ranks. 47 
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The N.A.W.S.A. was particularly pleased by the 

prestigious male support such upper-class women could provide. 

For example, Mrs. Villard's* son, Oswald Garrison Villard, 

editor of the New York Evening Post, was called upon by 

Anna Shaw to set up the Men's League for Woman Suffrage in 

New York. The presidency of the organization was taken over 

by Mrs. Laidlaw's husband, James Lee Laidlaw. Husbands of 

other active upper-class women became important members of 

the League, notably Herbert Parsons and Dr. Simon Flexner. 

Significantly, the N.A.W.S.A. records "the endorsement of 

prominent men" 48 as one of the key factors behind the ultimate 

suffrage victory in New York. 

This conservative preoccupation with respectability 

and decorum did not, however, Yholly permeate the suffrage 

ranks. Harriet s. 8latch (daughter of Mrs. Stanton) was, 

for example, less than enthusiastic about Mrs. Mackay's 

conversion to the cause, " ••• here was a young and beautiful 

woman, a social leader, longing for a broader stage to move 

upon than the usual outlet given by fashi~nable society. 

Naturally an office under a leader, did not attract her in 

the least. She wanted to be the top, running the show 

herself." 49 Mrs. Blatch acceded to becoming a member of 

Mrs. Mackay's board of trustees, but she bridled under Mrs. 

Mackay's absolute abhorence of public demonstrations - mass 

rallies and suffrage marches. Although she herself yas the 

daughter of a lawyer and state senator, the widow of a well­

to-do English businessman and not loathe to use her upper-class 
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50 contacts to further the cause, Mrs. Blatch wanted to inject 

a more aggressive and flamboyant note into the suffrage 

struggle and in particular she wanted the organization to 

appeal not just to the 'ladies• but to the broad masses of 

women. 

In 1907, inspired by the founding in England in 1903 

of Emmeline Pankhurst's militant Women's Social and Political 

Union, Mrs. Blatch set up in New York the Equality League of 

Self-Supporting Women. She explained the innovation involved 

in the following terms: 

We all believed that suffrage propaganda 
must be made dramatic, that suffrage workers 
must be politically minded. We saw the need 
of drawing industrial women into the suffrage 
campaign and recognized that these women 
needed to be brought in contact, not with 
women of leisure, but with business and 
professional women who were aleo out in 
the world earning a living. 51 

In 1910, the new organization amended its policy, allowed 

members who were not self-supporting and changed its name to 

the Women's Political Union. However, the Union persisted 

in Mrs. Blatch's policy of developing a g~oup which was more 

broad-based and tactically more radical than existing structures. 

By October, 1908, the Union had acquired nineteen thousand 

members and was one of New York's 'important' suffrage 

organizations. 

The founding of Mrs. Blatch's group marked the first 

step toward a new, important bifurcation of the suf~rage 

movement. The conservative suffragists, most attached to the 

N.A.W.S.A. organization (on the state, city or national level) 
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sought to advance the cause through social gatherings, lobby­

ing, committee hearings and other respectable, lady-like 

means. Mrs. Blatch and her more radical activists felt that 

suffragists should shed this decorous image and that suffrage 

should be advanced by direct and dramatic public action -

parades, marches and mass demonstrations. While both groups 

essentially accepted the same analytical framework {namely, 

that women ought to be enfranchised because this was just 

and, particularly, because the vote would allow women to ftidy 

up' society) they differed considerably in terms of their 

respect for the extant socio-political system and, consequently, 

in terms of their manner of addressing that system. 

Signficantly, upper-class women, who were, as 

indicated, heavily represented in the highest echelons of the 

conservative structure, were equally rife in Mrs. Blatch's 

new, radical group. 

In particular, a number of upper-class women, who 

were active in supporting and working with the working class 

or who were active in socialist politics, -came forward to join 

the neu group. Miss Barnum* of the W.T.U.L., who as discussed 

above had been pushing the N.A.W.S.A. to gather working-class 

recruits, became an officer of Mrs. Blatch's Equality League 

of Self-Supporting Women. Jessie Ashley,* a young lawyer and 

active socialist, whose father had been president of the 

Boston Stock Exchange and whose brother became dean of the 

New York University Law School, became a leading supporter of 
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the League and a member of its exacutive board. For the 

next few years she straddled the conservative and radical 

wings, being president of the Collegiate Equal Suffrage 

League and treasurer, in 1910, of the N.A.W.S.A., while also 

being a leading Equality league speaker, a member of both the 

I.w.w. and the Socialist Party and a leading advocate of 

working-class involvement in the suffrage movement. 

Similarly, Florence Kelley,* during this period, 

combined allegiances to both the radical and conservative 

spheres. She was the daughter of William Darrah Kelley, 

who, as a member of the United States House of Representatives 

from 1861-90, had been instrumental in keeping the suffrage 

issue alive in the House. In her youth, Mrs. Kelley appears 

to have disavowed her class origins. While doing post­

graduate work at the University of Zurich she was converted 

to socialism and won distinction by translating Friedrich 

Engels' The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844 

as well as a number of Karl Marx's addresses. Returning to 

America, she turned her efforts more and ~ore to social 

reform, notably through the Consumers' League. Given Mrs. 

Kelley's socialist consciousness and her labour activities, 

Mrs. Blatch's working class-oriented Equality League naturally 

drew her support. Indeed, she served an its executive board. 

Yet at the same time she continued to play a prominent role 

in the N.A.W.S.A., becoming one of its vice presidents in 1909. 

Inez Milholland* (later Mrs. Boissevain) was another 

of these young, socialist upper-class women whose involvement 
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in the rights of labour allied them to the Equality League. 

Miss Milholland was, like Miss Ashley, a lawyer; her father 

had made a fortune as an inventor and her future husbandt 

Eugen Boissevain** was the son of a very wealthy Amsterdam 

newspaper publisher. Miss Milholland had already achieved 

notoriety by enrolling two-thirds of the Vassar study body 

in a campus suffrage organization. She now threw this energy 

behind the Equality League, lecturing, marching and arranging 

rallies. 

Once Mrs. Blatch's Equality League dropped its 'self-

supporting requirement' and became instead the Women's 

Political Union, it drew additional leadership recruits and 

support from the upper class. Elizabeth Rogers,* a descendant 

of Roger Sherman, signer of the Declaration of Independence, 

and the wife of a distinguished Professor of Clinical Surgery 

at the Cornell Medical College, and Mrs. Knoblauch,* a captain 

in Mrs. Catt's Woman Suffrage Party, became members of the 

Union's executive board. Eunice Brannan,* daughter of 

Charles Dana, editor of The Sun, became the Union's Finance 

Committee chairman. Ellen Lente* and Belle Mayer* became 

Union captains of assembly districts. In addition, Alice 

and Irene Lewisohn,* members of the powerful New York banking 

family and daughters of the founder of the American Smelting 

and Refining Company and the Amalgamated Copper Company, 

**Eugen Boissevain later married noted author, Edna 
St. Vincent Millay. 
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donated $1,000 towards new headquarters for the Union. 

In brief, the years 1907 and 1908 marked a critical 

juncture in the evolution of the suffrage movement. At this 

point, particularly in New York City, it developed new and 

vital organizational structures - structures often founded, 

supported and/or directed by women from the upper class. 

However, the movement also commenced to move along two lines. 

Initially, the two factions- the N.A.W.S.A., its affiliates 

and other conservative organizations on one hand, Mrs. 

Blatch's Women's Political Union, on the other -moved in an 

essentially parallel direction and consequently there was a 

friendly overlapping of personnel. Gradually, in the course 

of the next five years, the two separated and grew to 

increasingly oppose one another's methods and goals. The 

resultant division, as discussed below, was to persist beyond 

the achievement of suffrage and to plague the women's movement 

into the 1960's and 70's. 

Splitting the Suffrage Ranks 1908-1913 

Mrs. Blatch's newly-founded Women's Political Union 

set about stimulating the suffrage movement by being flamboyant. 

In 1909, in honour of Emmeline Pankhurst, the Union staged 

the largest suffrage meeting ever held in the United States. 

Significantly, the upper-class suffragists were prominently 

displayed at the rally. On the speakers' platform alongside 

Mrs. Blatch, head of the Union and Dr. Shaw, president of the 

N.A.W.S.A., was Mrs. Kelley,* Miss Milholland* and MGrgaret 
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Dreir Robins,* wealthy reformer and founding head of the 

National W.T.U.L. 

This event was followed in 1910 by plans for 3 

mammoth suffrage parade, the first of its kind, through New 

York City. The more conservative suffragists were aghast at 

this intended affront to public dignity. Mrs. Blatch provides 

this account: "The press ••• quoted Mrs. Stevens of New Jersey, 

in view of women marching in the street [sic], as resigning 

from the Equal Franchise Society and foreswearing suffrage. 

Mrs. Mackay* was described as greatly shocked and Mrs. Belmont* 

as furious and retiring to Long Island •••• n52 Despite this 

opposition from the 'soriiety' leaders, the parade was staged 

and the upper class was well-represented. Miss Milholland* 

along with Sarah McPike led the parade. Mrs. Laidlaw* replaced 

the 'unwell' Mrs. Catt as the representative of the Woman 

Suffrage Party. Her husband, James Laidlaw and Mrs. Villard's* 

son, Oswald Garrison Villard, were amongst the prominent men 

representing the Men's League for Women's Suffrage. Miss 

Ashley* took her place amongst the speakers at the parade. 

The event, despite the fears of its critics, was a popular 

success. 

Nonetheless, the more conservative faction, including 

Mrs. Belmont* and Mrs. Mackay,* preferred to contribute to 

the movement in a more circu~srect and demure manner. In 

1909, Mrs. Mackay joined Anne I. Cockran,* wife of famed 

orator and politician W. Bourke Cockran, on the N.A.W.S.A.'s 

prestigious Advisory Committee. There, in association with 
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such notables as Julia Ward Howe, Jane Addams, Uilliam 

Garrison, and the governors of the four enfranchised states,** 

Mrs. Mackay was in a setting more suited to her standing and 

more amenable to her skills. 

Similarly, Mrs. Belmont was more familiar with dis-

pensing largesse. In 1909, she gave the N.A.W.S.A. a much 

needed boost by providing it with national headquarters in 

New York City. She rented the entire twentieth floor of a 

new office building for two years and offered it to the New 

York State Suffrage Assocation and the N.A.W.S.A. In addition 

she donated $600 a month to support a Press bureau for the 

N.A.W.S.A. Up until then the national headquarters had been 

buried away in Warren, Ohio. Mrs. Belmont's gift brought 

them into the midst of the struggle. As the official N.A.w.s.A. 

history notes, through Mrs. Belmont's gesture, " ••• the movement 

received a strong impulse not only in New York but in the 

country at large.« 53 

Mrs. Belmont's generosity could not, however, resolve 

the N.A.W.S.A.'s basic difficulty~ The national organization 

had been maintaining its program of state campaigns, repre­

sentations to various suffrage committees and 'educational' 

propaganda. N.A.W.S.A. representatives toured the country 

promoting suffrage. For example, in 1909 Mrs. Villard* joined 

Mrs. Kelley,* Charlotte Perkins Gilman and other key suffragists 

in an extensive suffrage tour. Yet all these efforts were 

producing scant results. 54 

**Colorado, Idaho, Utah and Wyoming. 
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Frustrated by this lack of progress and dissatisfied 

with established procedures, many prominent suffragists, 

especially those affiliated with the ~omen•s Political 

Union or enthusiastic over Mrs. Pankhurst's Women's Social 

and Political Uniont began to criticize the N.A.W.S.A. 

policy and advocate a reorientation. Specifically, these 

critics questioned the wisdom of the N.A.W.S.A.'s futile 

efforts to win over each individual state. In 1912, Alice 

Paul, who had been working in England with the Pankhursts, 

took over the chairwomanship of the N.A.W.S.A.'s Congressional 

Committee. Up until this time, the N.A.W.S.A. had expended 

very little effort or money to achieve a national constitutional 

amendment. Miss Paul was intent on reversing this course and 

pursuing the federal approach to suffrage. 

Reflecting the sentiments and strategies of Mrs. 

Blatch 1 s Women's Political Union, Miss Paul's first major 

effort was to arrange a suffrage parade in Washington the 

day of President Wilson's inauguration. The parade turned 

into a riot; unfriendly spectators assailed the marchers and 

attempted to block their progress. While this outcome shocked 

and appalled the N.A.W.S.A.'s executive, Miss Paul was 

delighted at the public sympathy the fiasco aroused. The 

following year she established, as an affiliate of the 

N.A.W.S.A., a national organization devoted to the federal 

course. However, at the N.A.W.S.A. convention that year, 

her determination to launch a federal attack on suffrage could 

not be reconciled with N.A.W.S.A. policy. Miss Paul and her 
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followers split away from the N.A.w.s.A. and established a 

separate and autonomous body, dedicated solely to federal 

action - the Congressional Union. 

It must be noted that this split in the national 

ranks was more than the result of a tactical dispute. Rather, 

it was rooted in the same sorts of analytical as well as 

strategic disagreements that had produced the New York 

Women's Political Union. The critics of the N.A.W.S.A. and 

its affiliates, some of whom held executive positions within 

the N.A.W.S.A. structure, were moving towards a rejection of 

the conservatism, respectability and class bias of these 

traditional suffrage bodies. They sought in suffrage not 

only justice and reform but some measure of social freedom 

for all women and they increasingly sought to effect this 

change by compelling rather than imploring the established 

social order to accede to their demands. 

Miss Ashley,* in 1910 both treasurer of the N.A.W.S.A. 

and a leader in the Women's Political Union, helped articulate 

this more militant, more caste-based analysis in a series of 

articles for the 1911 Woman's Journal. She argued that all 

women, working-class and leisure-class, must be awakened to 

their common oppression as women. To this end, the movement 

must drop its middle-class rhetoric and reach the working 

class. However, women of all classes, she suggested, including 

the leisure class, are oppressed and they must all be united 

around their common oppression. She concluded: 



---------- ·- -- -- - -- --

All women, of uhatever class, must become 
conscious of their position in the world; 
all must be made to stand erect and become 
self-reliant, free human beings ••• ~e must 
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be rid of mere ladylikeness, we mus·c succ;:;ed 
in making the oppressed class of uomen the 
most urgent in the demand for what we all 
must have. When we have brought this about, 
we [women] shall be irresistibly strong. 55 

Miss Ashley's analysis, which drew considerable criticism 

from conservative suffragists, urged a thorough-going re-

examination of the status of women. "'I refuse to contemplate 

the ballot through a magnifying-glass, for suffrage is only a 

part, though an important one, of the world-wide movement for 

a real democracy and to give to women their true inheritance.•» 56 

Miss Paul's Congressional Union took up this aggressive, 

woman-as-caste perspective. 

In contrast, the N.A.W.S.A. was not inclined to view 

class differences between women as an important issue. Having 

essentially dropped its anti-working class rhetoric, 57 the 

N.A.W.S.A. adopted the self-satisfied stance that class was 

not a problem in their movement. Mrs. Miller,* vice president 

of the N.A.W.S.A. affiliate, the Equal Franchise Society, stated 

at the 1910 national convention: 

It is not the organization, the growth of 
membership and the spread of theories that 
makes me confident of success. It is the 
extraordinary spirit that dominates the 
women who are working for suffrage, the sense 
of comradeship and community among them, rich 
and poor, educated and illiterate, old and 
young, mothers and daughters •••• But between 
women the barriers have been of a more serious 
type. They have been segregated not only class 
by class but individual by individual and house 
by house. Now these barriers too are dissolving. 
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~omen are finding an exprGssion for the:~ 
sense of comradeship, for their im~ersonal 
loyalty to their own sex; they are waking up 
to the fact that a sense of equality is more 
thrilling to those who have the right stuff 
in them than any sense of superiority could 
ever have been. 58 

In brief, by 1913 it was apparent that the suffrage 

movement was splitting into two separate and increasingly 

hostile factions. The N.A.W.S.A., the principal (in terms of 

size) suffrage structure, had established itself as the 

embodiment of suffrage conservatism. The groups founded by 

Mrs. Blatch and Miss Paul formally rejected the N.A.W.S.A.'s 

middle-class respectability and exclusivity and sought instead 

to develop tactics as well as analyses which were rooted in 

a more radical perspective. Significantly, the radical 

organizations received critical support from active upper-

class woMen. 

Just as Mrs. Blatch had found leaders amongst the 

upper class for her iconoclastic Women's Political Union, 

Miss Paul's breakaway Congressional Union quickly drew upper-

class adherents. Louisine Havemeyer,* whose husband was the 

wealthy head of the American Sugar Refining Company, helped 

Miss Paul set up the Union. Later, Mrs. Havemeyer played 

an important role in speaking in behalf of the Union and 

raising funds for it. She is described by one of the Union's 

historians as "one of its most eloquent speakers, and generous 

contributors to its funds. 1159 Mrs. Havemeyer was joined by 

Martha Bruere,* sister-in-law of Henry Bruere, vica-president 

of the American Metal Company and of Mina Bruere,* one of 



393 

America's leading women bankers. Mrs. Bruere, a socialist 

ard member of the U.T.U.L., became the vice chairwoman of 

the Congressional Union. 

Alva Belmont,* former society leader and conservative 

suffragist, also joined the radical ranks. In the past 

several years since her initial suffrage involvement in 1908, 

she had apparently been radicalized through her association 

with Mrs. Blatch 1 s Political Union. Unlike Mrs. Mackay, who 

held firm to her conservative approach, Mrs. Belmont came to 

accept the need for a more militant and outspoken campaign. 

By 1912, she was a leading figure amongst the radical 

suffragists, marching in the suffrage parades she once dis-

avowed and pointedly challenging the established order.** 

Indeed, on one occasion in 1912, Senator Sage, an anti-

suffragist, " ••• quoted Mrs. O.H.P. Belmont as ~aying that the 

women of America were going further than their English sisters 

61 and would not use rocks but guns, and would shoot". Given 

this transformation in her political stance, Mrs. Belmont was 

**The research did not uncover any indication as to 
how Mrs. Belmont's male relatives responded to this radical­
ization. It would seem that (aside from those significant 
upper-class men who came out in support of suffrage and 
marched in the suffrage parades) upper-class men in general 
took the activities of their female relatives •in stride'. 
Cleveland Amory, in his examination of proper Bostonian society, 
suggests a similar harmonious detachment between upper-class 
men and women's activities, "One of these merchant-husbands, 
asked how he felt about the manifold activities of his wife, 
a well-known reformer of her day, replied that he attended 
the closer to his own business the more his wife attended to 
other people's." 60 
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naturally drawn to ths more hard-line Congressional Union 

and soon was a ~ember of its executiv9 board. 

In sum, by 1913 the national suffrage organization 

was breaking into two separate 3nd relatively autonomous camps. 

Much the same process occurred at the state level. In 1913, 

Mrs. Catt (under the aegis of the N.A.w.s.A.) attempted to 

further her systematic reorganization of the suffrage movement 

in Neu York State by uniting all the suffrage groups under a 

central Campaign Committee. The Women's Political Union, 

led by Mrs. Blatch, rejected this proposal, disassociated 

itself from the N.A.W.S.A. and set about pursuing its own 

policy. Mrs. Ro~ers* presented the Union's position and made 

clear the implicit criticism of the N.A.W.S.A.'s 'conservative' 

approach: 

To those of our members who are worrying over 
this co-operate idea, we would point out that 
if in the past four or five years the Women's 
Political Union in New York City had been 
bound by a two-thirds vote of a campaign 
committee, like the one now formed, we 
would never have had a parade, or an outdoor 
meeting, or a campaign against certain enemies 
in the Legislature. 62 

In 1915 the Women's Political Union consolidated the radical 

organizational structure by amalgamating with Miss Paul's 

Congressional Union. 

The radical wing, freed from the constraints of the 

more conservative N.A.W.S.A.,quickly went to work enlivening 

the suffrage debate. They stepped up their program of 

parades, rallies and representations to Senate and House 

Committees. In 1914, following their new policy of holding 
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the 'party-in-power' (whatever the position of its individual 

members) responsible for woman's suffrage• they campaigned 

against President ~ilson's party in the federal election. 

Hoping to convince the Democrats of their political clout, 

they urged all women in enfranchised states to vote for 

Wilson's opponent. The suffrage amendment did this year 

finally come to a vote on the floor of the Senate and 

House of Representatives, but was defeated.** 

In 1915, the Union maintained its efforts to pressure 

Wilson's party and sent numerous deputations to him and his 

chief lieutenants. In 1916, another election year, it once 

again campaigned against the Democrats, this time organized 

as an alternative political party under the name The ~oman's 

Party. 

In these efforts, the radical faction continued to be 

aided and guided by its upper-class adherents. Mrs. Belmont,* 

for example, provided the Union with the benefit of her 

organizational ability as well as her affluence. In 1914 

she brought Christabel Pankhurst to the Uryited States and 

organized a lecture tour for her. This same year she opened 

her Newport estate to a Conference of Congressional Union 

leaders. It was at this crucial meeting that Miss Paul 

presented, at Mrs. Belmont's behest, the 'party-in-power' 

theory and program which were to guide the Union's future 

**The arguments of the anti-suffrage forces are 
discussed below. 
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t .. t. 63 ac J.Vl. 1.es. In l916t Mrs. Belmont collaborated with 

'society' celebrity Elsa Maxwell in producing a suffrage 

operetta, starring Marie Dressler. In June of the same year, 

at the Chicago convention which founded the Uoman's Party, 

Mrs. Belmont, echoing Mrs. 8latch 1 s promise of 500,000 

supporters, pledged ~500,000 to the Party. 

By this point, Mrs. Belmont was clearly one of the 

most influential leaders in the movement. Her prestige 

amongst the radical faction is recorded in the Woman's Party 

history, Jailed for Freedom: "She was the first suffragist 

in America to be 'militant' enough to wage a campaign against 

office-seekers on the issue of woman suffrage. She was roundly 

denounced by the opposition press, but she held her ground. 

It is interesting to record that she defeated the first 

candidate ever ca:"ilpaigned against on this issue. 1164 Signi-

ficantly, her contribution was deemed important beyond simple 

financial support: "Mrs. Belmont has given hundreds of 

thousands of dollars to suffrage, both state and national, 

but she has given greater gifts i~ her mi~itant spirit, her 

political sagacity and a marked tactical sense. 1165 

Although Mrs. Belmont was to be the most visible 

upper-class exponent of suffrage militancy, she was not alone. 

Mrs. Brannan,* Miss Ashley,* Mrs. Rogers* and Mrs. Havemeyer* 

continued to support the Women's Political Union and its 

successors, the Congressional Union and the Woman's Party. 

Mrs. Blatch described Mrs. Havemeyer* as "one of our most 
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66 successful speakers" for the Congressional Union in its 

1915 New York campaign. In 1916, Frs. Rogers,* previously 

active in the leadership of the Women's Political Union, 

(later chairwoman of the National Advisory Council of the 

Woman's Party and the Party's legislative chairwoman for 

New York State) toured the country on the fSuffrage Special'. 

On the 'Special', Mrs. Rogers,* Mrs. Blatch, along with 

twenty-one leading suffragists canvassed the west seeking 

support for the soon-to-be-formed Woman's Party. Later that 

same year, Mrs. Rogers* gained momentary notoriety by unfurling 

a suffrage banner before the President as he addressed Congress. 

Also in 1916, Mrs. Boissevain* was touring the country on 

behalf of suffrage. In California, while on the speakers' 

platform, she succumbed to exhaustion and colJ.apsed. When 

she subsequently died,** the Woman's Party proclaimed her a 

martyr to the cause and held a massive memorial service for 

her in Washington, D.C. 

During the same period, there were, in addition, fresh 

recruits from the upper class. Vira Whitehouse,* wife of 

a prominent New York banker, came out in support of the 

radical wing. In 1913 she joined with Helen Reid,* wife of 

the president of the New York Herald Tribune, in organizing 

suffrage meetings. In 1914, she participated with other 

leading suffragists (notably Mrs. Blatch and Mrs. Rogers*) in 

**Mrs. Boissevain was thirty years old. 
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presenting the viaws of the Uo~en's Political Union to the 

Democratic and Republican Conventions. Also in 1914, Mrs. 

Whitehouse* became chairwoman of the Women's Political 

Union's Seventeenth Senatorial District. According to Mrs. 

Blatch, "She won many wealthy, influential women over to the 

67 cause." In 1915 she was made manager of the Union's New 

York office. In 1916, apparently dissatisfied with the 

policy of the Union and that of its successor, the Uomants 

Party, she left the organization and became chairwoman of 

the more conservative (N.A.U.S.A. - associated) New York 

State Women's Suffrage Party. 

There were at this same time, however, new recruits 

from the upper class who did not retreat from the increasing 

militancy of the radical suffragists. Maud Younger,* a 

young heiress whose two sisters had married Austrian barons, 

became one of Miss Paults chief lieutenants. Miss Younger, 

who had been active in the settlement movement in New York 

City, had in 1911 organized the Wage Earners' Equal Suffrage 

league in California. Returning to the east in 1912, she 

quickly became a prominent advocate of the Congressional 

Union position. It was she, far example, who, as keynote 

speaker at the 1916 founding of the Woman's Party, set forth 

the new Party's objectives: "With the foundation of the 

Woman's Party, a new farce marches onto the political field, 

a new cry rings out in the national campaign. For the first 

time in a presidential election, voting women are a factor 



399 

to be reckoned with ••• With enough women organized in each 

state to hold the balance of power, the women's votes may 

determine the presidency of the United States. 1168 Similarly, 

it was Miss Younger, along with Sara field, who spoke at 

the memorial service for Miss Boissevain* and appealed to 

the President to act. In addition to these oratorical 

contributions, Miss Younger headed the National Woman's 

Party Congressional committee and through it was instrumental 

in implementing the Party's policy of pressuring the 

individual members of Congress. 

In sum, by 1916 the radical faction of the suffrage 

movement had essentially dissociated itself from the N.A.W.S.A. 

and had organized its activities around one central organiza­

tional structure - the National Woman's Party. With extensive 

assistance from upper-class suffragists, it proceeded to 

pursue a militant and aggressive campaign to achieve suffrage. 

Casting aside traditional views of gentility, respectability 

and ladylike behaviour, the Party attempted to use political 

force~ principally, women's votes in enfranchised states, 

but also public demonstrations, deputations, committee 

representations and symbolic acts of protest - to coerce a 

capitulation from the federal government. With these tactics, 

the radical suffragists succeeded not only in invigourating 

the suffrage struggle, but also in drawing important support 

away from the N.A.W.S.A. The national body, however, was not 

about to collapse; in fact, from 1914 to 1916, it acquired a 

new life. 
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In 1914, still flagging under the inadequate leader-

ship of Dr. Shaw, the N.A.W.S.A. had waged suffrage campaigns 

in seven states and yet won victories in only Montana and 

Nevada. Once again, the National convention that year 

witnessed a wholesale turnover of the N.A.w.s.A. executive. 

However, in New York State, the basis was being laid for a 

resurgence in the organization. In New York, Mrs. Catt had 

perfected a comprehensive and orderly state-wide organization. 

She and her group waged a fierce battle for the 1914 state 

referendum and when defeated immediately began work for the 

next vote. It was this efficiency, order and solidarity 

which was needed on the national level. Finally, in 1915, 

the N.A.W.S.A. was given its opportunity. Or. Shaw retired 

and Mrs. Catt took over as president. 

The new leader immediately set about structuring and 

systematizing the national scene. To accomplish this, she 

devised 'The Winning Plan'. Under this s~cret six year 

strategy, all state leadership was to be subordinated to the 

national executive and emphasis was to be on the passage of 

a federal suffrage amendment. In order to ensure passage, 

suffrage was to be campaigned for in certain critical states, 

namely one state in the 'anti' East and one state in the 

'anti' South. In addition, every effort was to be made to 

achieve at least primary suffrage in other states. 

However, despite this secret advocacy of the Woman's 
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Party goal, the N.A.W.S.A. stuck to its more tactful pro­

cedures. The organization firmly rejected the Woman's Party 

policy of attacking the party in power and they strongly 

criticized it for possibly alienating valuable political 

allies. The N.AeW.S.A. still sought to 'educate' the 

population and the politicians and to win them over by the 

simple justice of its cause. Now, it was equipped to pursue 

this policy in a more systematic and comprehensive fashion. 

The N.A.W.S.A. was supported throughout this 

transformation by its upper-class exponents. Mrs. Laidlaw* 

continued to play a key role amongst the national leadership 

and in fact was urged by Dr. Shaw to succeed her as president 

of the N.A.W.S.A. Mrs. Laidlaw opted instead to become vice 

president of the New York State Suffrage Association. Mrs. 

Villard* also remained active, tourihg and speaking for the 

N.A.W.S.A. Symbolic of her status within the N.A.W.S.A. 

hierarchy, she was at Dr. Shaw's side when the president made 

a public statement on her decision to resign. Mrs. Miller* 

remained equally prominent; in 1916 she served as chairwoman 

of the Committee on Resolutions at the N.A.W.S.A. national 

convention. Similarly, Mrs. Tiffany* maintained her active 

support of the movement. At the 1915 convention, she joined 

Or. Shaw and other speakers in illuminating the N.A.W.S.A. 1 s 

saccharine approach: "How to advance women suffrage by 

making friends instead of enemies.« 69 

There were, of course, fresh additions to the ranks 

during these years. Mary Dreier,* (sister of social reformer 
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and philanthropist, Margaret D. Robins*) resigned her 

position on the New York Board of Education and devoted 

herself full-time to the suffrage cause, serving as chair­

woman of the Industrial Section of the New York State Woman's 

Suffrage Party and chairwoman of the Americanization Committee 

of the New York State and City Suffrage Party. Eleanor 

B. Roosevelt,* daughter-in-law of President Theodore Roosevelt, 

became a member of the board of the Volunteer League, an 

organization which sought to draw unaffiliated suffragists 

into the ranks of the N.A.W.S.A. 

Meanwhile, other upper-class supporters provided 

invaluable financial aid. Just as the Woman's Party owed 

much to the largesse of Mrs. Belmont,* the N.A.W.S.A. was 

helped along by its benefactresses. In 1916 Dorothy W. 

Straight* (later Mrs. Elmhirst) donated $10,000 towards the 

$6B2,500 required for the final New York State campaign; 

hers was the largest single donation. Mrs. Straight was the 

daughter of the financier and Secretary of the Navy, William 

Collins Whitney. Mrs. Straight was active in a variety of 

social reform movements as well as the suffrage cause. 

Despite her own privileged position, she agreed with the 

N.A.W.S.A. stand that class was not an important issue between 

women. She stated, "The working girl isn't a bit different 

from the professional woman, or society woman, or the farm 

woman, or the old-fashioned woman if there ever were such a 

70 person." 

However, Mrs. Straight's generosity, along with that 
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of many others, was dwarfed into insignificance by the 

** bequest made by .Mrs. Frank Leslie.* Mrs. Loslie (formerly 

Miriam Florence Leslie and later the Baroness de Bazus) was 

the wife of wealthy publisher, Frank Leslie. Although not 

wholly acceptable to refined society (she was, after all, 

not only a divorcee, but also the product of a common-law 

marriage), she was extremely wealthy and gave lavish enter-

tainments for such notables as Cornelius Vanderbilt and 

Emperor Dam Pedro II of Brazil. In old age, having achieved 

personal renown as a publisher, Mrs. Leslie was won over to 

the suffrage cause by Mrs. Catt. As a result, when Mrs. 

Leslie died in 1916, she left her entire two million dollar 

estate to Mrs. Catt for the furtherance of woman's suffrage. 

It was these funds which helped convince Mrs. Catt that she 

could accomplish her goals as leader of the N.A.W.S.A. and 

which, as the official history records, " ••• equipped ~e~ 
for carrying the movement to certain victory."

71 

1916-191B Victory 

In 1917, the First World War intruded on the suffrage 

struggle. The N.A.W.S.A. quickly decided that the best 

strategy was for its membership to actively support the war 

effort but at the same time to keep as their first priority 

the achievement of suffrage. Consequently, the N.A.W.S.A. 

directed some of its personnel to war work, while focussing 

the bulk of its energies on the 'Winning Plan•. 

Not surprisingly, once again upper-class women 

**Mrs. Leslie legally adopted the first name, Frank. 
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assumed key positions. Mrs. Catt asked Mrs. Tiffany* to draw 

up and present to the N.A.W.S.A. convention a plan for an 

Overseas Hospital in France. Once the plan was approved, 

Mrs. Tiffany* was made chairwoman of the hospital committee. 

Meanwhile, in New York State proper, war work was directed in 

large part by Mrs. Laidlaw,* now a member of the N.A.W.S.A. 

executive, and Caroline F. Slade,* a relative newcomer. 

Mrs. Slade, the vice chairwoman of the New York Woman's 

Suffrage Party, was the wife of a prominent manufacturer and 

philanthropist. 

Hoping to have assured public sympathy with their 

war efforts, the N.A.W.S.A. kept up its state campaigns for 

suffrage. Finally, in 1917, it achieved a major breakthrough: 

suffrage referenda were won in Ohio, Indiana, Rhode Island, 

Nebraska, Michigan, Arkansas, and, most importantly, New York. 

With success in New York, the N.A.W.S.A. broke the back of 

the 'anti' east. Significantly for this research, of the 

fifteen New York leaders who came to the N.A.W.S.A. convention 

that year to discuss their victory, five were members of the 

upper-class research population: Mrs. laidlaw* (N.A.W.S.A. 

executive board member and vice chairwoman of the New York 

Woman's Suffrage Party), Mrs. Tiffany* (Assembly District 

leader), Miss Katherine Blake* (daughter of pioneer suffragist, 

Lillie D. Blake* and chairwoman of the Teachers' Department), 

Mrs. Reid* (state treasurer) and Mrs. Whitehouse* (state 

president). Having won these major victories, the N.A.W.S.A. 
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had all but completed Mrs. Catt's 'Winning Plan•. 

Meanwhile, the Woman's Party was equally active. 

Pointedly refusing to collaborate in the war effort, this 

radical contingent of suffragists escalated their militancy 

and aggressiveness. On January 10, 1917, irked by President 

Wilson's continuous refusal to aid the suffrage amendment, 

the Woman's Party took the unprecedented step of picketing 

the White House. Despite public uproar, the governmental 

authorities at first ignored the demonstration. However, as 

the women persisted in their activities and as their presence 

at the White House became an increasing embarrassment to the 

government, the decision was made to arrest the protesters. 

The women arrested disputed the legality of their 

charges, refused to pay any fines and, as a result, were 

confined at Occoquan Workhouse. There, according to Woman's 

Party reports, poor food, filthy living conditions and 

systematic humiliation were employed in a purposive attempt 

to break the suffragists. In three days, under strong public 

pressure, the President personally pardoned all the picketers. 

The women, unrepentant, returned to their picketing and were 

once again imprisoned.** As this process continued to repeat 

itself, each side took an increasingly hearder line. The 

government authorities lengthened the sentences they imposed 

and the women became more strident. In August, pickets 

paraded with a banner enscribed, "Kaiser Wilson. Have you 

**In one month fifty women were jailed. 
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forgotten how you sympathized with poor Germans because they 

were not self-governed? 20,000,000 American women are not 

72 
self-governed. Take the beam out of your own eye." In a 

capital enfevered with wartime patriotism these sentiments 

quickly precipitated a riot. The police, reflecting public 

opinion of the time, not only refused to intervene on the 

suffragists' behalf but contributed to the violence against 

them. 

Once again thrown in jail, 73 the suffragists began to 

make more systematic efforts to arouse public sympathy against 

the appalling conditions they faced in prison. In this they 

were to some measure successful. In July, Dudley Field Malone, 

a close friend of President Wilson and a prominent Democrat, 

resigned his position as Collector of the Port of New York 

in protest over the cruel and unjust treatment of the 

suffragists. The government, however, was not about to relent 

under this kind of pressure. Instead, it sentenced Woman's 

Party leader, Miss Paul, to seven months in jail for 'obstructing 

traffic'. The suffragists responded to the government's 

relentlessness by undertaking hunger strikes, and the author-

ities in turn resorted to forced feeding. 

In November, faced with increasingly adverse publicity 

over the mistreatment of the suffragists, the government had 

all suffrage prisoners unconditionally released from prison. 

However, this provided only a lull. In the absence of action 

on the suffrage amendment, the Woman's Party returned to 
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picketing, mass rallies and public demonstrations. The 

government returned to its policy of imprisoning the protesters. 

In brief, in 1917 and 1918, the Woman's Party 

demonstrated that it was the most militantly radical suffrage 

organization in America. The Party engaged in persistent and 

purposeful civil Jisobedience; it snubbed prevailing standards 

for 'feminine' conduct and it openly criticized the justice 

and legitimacy of the highest echelons of government. Doris 

Stevens,a leader in the Woman's Party, exprssed this bitter 

hostility to the power structure, "The Administration pinned 

its faith on jail - that institution of convenience to the 

oppressor when he is strong in power and his weapons are 

effective. When the oppressor miscalculates the strength of 

th d . • 1 1 • t . II 7 4 e oppresse , Jal oses 1 s conven1ence. 

While the controversy grew more heated and the 

struggle more fierce, upper-class women continued to play an 

active, even decisive, role in the Woman's Party leadership. 

Foremost was Mrs. Belmont.* She actively supported the 

radicalization of the movement. A~ a mass.meeting held in 

December of 1917, Mrs. Belmont opened the proceedings by 

proclaiming her faith in Woman's Party policy and strategy: 

The suffrage pickets stood at the White House 
gates for ten months and dramatized the women's 
agitation for political liberty. Self-respecting 
and patriotic American women will no longer 
tolerate a government which denies women the 
right to govern themselves. A flame of rebellion 
is abroad among women, and the stupidity and 
brutality of the government in this revolt have 
only served to increase its heat. 75 

In 1921, Mrs. Belmont attested to her unflagging support 
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for the Woman's Party by donating the $146,000 required to 

establish the Party's national headquarters in Washington, 

D.C. The-membership, in turn, expressed its gratitude for her 

invaluable support and its respect for her abilities by 

electing her president of the Party, a position she was to 

hold until her death in 1933. 

Other upper-class women took an even more active role 

in the Party's militancy. Mrs. Brannan,* a member of the 

Party's executive, whose father had been a trusted counsellor 

to President Lincoln and whose husband was president of the 

prestigious board of trustees of New York's Bellevue Hospital, 

was arrested for picketing July 14, 1917, and sentenced to 

sixty days in Occoquan. Pardoned by the President after three 

days, she was again arrested November 10, 1917, and sentenced 

to forty-five days. Her social position won her no differential 

treatment in prison. In Steven's book, Jailed for Freedom, she 

describes in an affidavit her abuse at the hands of prison 

officials: 

None of the matrons or· women attendants 
appeared at any time that night. No water was 
brought to us for washing, no food was offered 
to us •••• 

I was exhausted by what I had seen and been 
through, and spent the night in absolute terror 
of further attack and of what might still be in 
store for us. I thought of the young girls who 
were with us and feared for their safety. The 
guards ••• acted brutal in the extreme, incited 
to their brutal conduct towards us •••• by the 
superintendent. 76 

Similarly, Mrs. Rogers,* wife of the 'colebrated 

thyroid expert' and chairwoman of the Advisory Council of the 
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National Woman's Party, was arrested July 14, 1917, and 

sentenced to sixty days in Occoquan. She was also pardoned 

by the President after three days. Undaunted, Mrs. Rogers* 

reiterated her support for the National Woman's Party at its 

December, 1918 convention in Washington, and joined others in 

burning the President's speeches. Mrs. Rogers* stated, ''We 

hold this meeting to protest against the denial of liberty to 

American women •••• America must live up to its pretensions of 

Democrac~ •• 3his meeting is a message to President Wilson. We 

expect an answer. If it is more words, we will burn them again. 

The only answer the National Woman's Party will accept is the 

instant passage of the Amendment in the Senate." 77 

Lastly, Mrs. Havemeyer,* widow of the powerful head 

of the American Sugar Refining Company, was arrested February 

10, 1919, for taking part in the final watchfire demonstration. 

At this event, President Wilson was burned in effigy. Mrs. 

Havemeyer,* mistress of ceremonies, started to make a statement 

to the crowd: "We women of America are assembled here today 

to voice our deep indignation that •• ~ American women are still 

deprived of a voice in their government at home. We mean to 

h th t th P "d t "78 s ow a e res1 en •••• Her statement was foreshortened 

by the arresting officer. 

The evidence indicates that upper-class women were 

amongst the most active and visible supporters of the most 

radical faction in the woman's suffrage movement. Indeed, from 

Miss Stevens' list of the 168 women who were actually imprisoned 

for National Woman's Party activities, there appears to have 
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been strong representation from the upper class.** For 

example, Mrs. Sarah Tarleton Calvin (Minnesota), "member of the 

famous Tarleton family of Alabama," Julia Emory (Maryland), 

daughter ofGMaryland state senator, Lucy Ewing (Chicago), 

niece of Vic~ o~3sident Adlai Stevenson, Mrs. Matilda Hall 

Gardener (Washington), daughter of the editor of the Chicago 

Tribune, Elsie Hill (Connecticutt), daughter of the Congressman from 

Connecticutt and Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, daughter of the 

Secretary of State under President Cleveland were all amongst 

th . t h t d d . . d 79 e prom~nen women w o were arras e an ~mpr~sone • 

Significantly, it would seem that the social position 

of its imprisoned members proved valuable to the National 

Woman's Party. According to Miss Stevens, much of the personal 

pressure exerted upon President Wilson to intercede in the 

mistreatment of the suffragists and to accede to their 

demands carne from the prominent and influential friends and 

relatives of some of the prisoners. She comments, for example: 

Mr. J.A.H. Hopkins went to the White House. 
'How would you like to have your wife sleep 
in a dirty workhouse next to prostitutes?' 
was his direct talk to the President. Again 
the President was 'shocked'. No wonder! 
Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins had been the President's 
dinner guests not very long before, celebrating 
his return to power. They had supported him 
politically and financially in New Jersey. 
Now Mrs. Hopkins had been arrested at his 
gate and thrown into prison. 80 

**These women are not members of the research 
population since they are not residents of New York City and 
area. 
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In August, 1920, the Womants Party struggle as well 

as the efforts of the N.A.W.S.A. came to a conclusion with 

the final ratification of the Susan B. Anthony Amnndment. 

More than eighty years of organized effort came to fruition. 

Due in no small measure to the efforts of upper-class women 

(and men), women finally won the legal right to vote. 

Each suffrage organization had, however, no intention 

of disappearing. The N.A.W.S.A. set up the League of Women 

Voters to provide women with a non-partisan political education. 

In New York State, Mrs. Laidlaw* was elected chairwoman in 

1918. Her work was carried on in the 1920's by a fellow 

member of the upper class, Narcissa Cox Vanderlip, wife of 

Frank Vanderlip, president of the National City Bank of New 

York. Similarly, the National Woman's Party, under the 

leadership of Mrs. Belmont, and with the help of upper-class 

activists such as Miss Younger, undertook to promote the 

controversial Equal Rights Amendment - a. piece of legislation 

designed to eliminate all public discrimination between men 

and women.** 

Both organizations gradually faded into relative 

obscurity in the course of the next several decades. The 

approach they had each taken in the suffrage struggle was, 

however, to have as discussed below, a lasting effect on 

analyses of women's status in society. 

**The controversy arose in regard to the impact of 
such an amendment on existing protective legislation for 
working women. 
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Upper-Class Uomen and the Anti-Suffraae Movement 

No history of upper-class women's involvement in the 

suffrage struggle is complete without mention of the central 

role they played in the anti-suffrage ranks. These anti-

suffragists are not only important as a reflection of the 

most conservative social views of the day, but as the suffrage 

movement's chief public opposition. As such, their arguments 

and their criticism did much to direct, and ultimately sedate, 

the suffrage position. As Schuck notes: 

The emotional strength of the feminists' 
argument for 'inalienable' rights was no 
match for the entrenched conservatism of 
their opponents. Anti-suffragists cried 
that the very core of Victorian ideology -
pure womanhood - would be sullied if women 
received suffrage. In response, suffragists 
behaved as good Victorians by extolling 
home and family. 81 

According to O'Neill, the first important 'anti' 

suffrage gesture was made in 1870 when Madeline V. 

Dahlgren, wife of Admiral Dahlgren, Mrs. William T. Sherman, 

wife of General William Tecumseh Sherman, and Almira 

Lincoln Phelps, sister of Emma Willard, presented a fifteen 

thousand signature petition to Congress urging it not to 

enfranchise women. There followed a number of minor skirmishes 

wherein small groups of anti-suffragists, male and female, 

took public issue with women's enfranchisement. By the 1890's, 

in recognition of the growing strength and consolidation of 

the pro-suffrage forces, the anti-suffragists formed their 

own organizational structures and, despite their smaller numbers, 
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undertook serious battle with the suffrage advocates. 

As might be expected, these efforts to conserve the 

status quo and safeguard tradition were greeted with strong 

upper-class support. As Flexner notes, "Almost without 

exception, the women in these organizations were ladies of 

d . 1 . t. ..s2 means an soc~a pas~ ~ens. Consequently, it is not 

surprising that a number of women from the research population, 

although not so many as in the pro-suffrage contingent, were 

members of and leaders in anti-suffrage organizations. 

The initial contribution of the research population 

was as theorists for the 'anti' movement. In 1894, 

Mariana Griswold Van Rensselaer,* a member of the socially 

elite Van Rensselaer family, wrote "Shall We Ask for Suffrage?". 

In this publication, she proceeded to explain why women should 

disregard politics and concentrate instead upon their families 

and educational or intellectual matters. According to Mrs. 

Van Ransselaer, the public domain was best left to men. As 

a final fillip, she pointed out that if women were to vote, 

uneducated lower-class women would be exp+oited and mislead, 

thus undermining the justice of the political order. In 

1897, Helen Kendrick Johnson* followed up on Mrs. Van 

Rensselaer's theme. Mrs. Johnson, the daughter of a prominent 

educator, set forth her anti-suffrage views in "Woman and the 

Republic". 

In 1899, Mrs. Johnson took on a more active role and 

journeyed with several other anti-suffragists to Albany in 

order to testify against a limited suffrage bill. The head 
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of the deputation, Josephine Murray Dodge* was a fellow 

member of the upper class and one who would play an increasingly 

central role in the efforts of the anti-suffragists. Mrs. 

Dodge was the daughter of tha ex-Postmaster General of the 

United States and the dauqhtar-in-law of one of New York 

City's wealthiest merchants and leading philanthropists. 

In 1900, Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Dodge continued in 

their role as leading spokeswomen for the anti-suffragists. 

Mrs. Johnson, who had written several anti-suffrage tracts 

by this time, spoke before the House Judiciary Committee 

against suffrage. Mrs. Dodge, joined by Mrs. Johnson spoke 

to the same end before the United States Senate Committee. 

In the next several years, Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Dodge were 

active exponents of anti-suffrage both in Albany and Washington. 

By this time, a strong state organization had been 

developed to challenge the suffragists and to support speakers 

such as Mrs. Dodge and Mrs. Johnson at governmental committee 

hearings. Formed in 1895, the New York State Association 

Opposed to Woman Suffrage was ably suppor~ed in these endeavours 

by several prominent upper-class women. Bertha Achelis,* whose 

husband was president of American Hard Rubber Company, was for 

some years vice president of the organization. Alida Hazard,* 

a descendant of Eli Whitney, Kathleen Lapham,* daughter of an 

influential Canadian theologian and Alice Stimson,* whose 

uncle was u.s. Secretary of State, all served on the Assoc­

iation's executive. Finally, Annie Burr Jennings,* whose 

uncle was William Rockefeller and whose father was a director 
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of Standard Oil, was for many years a 'leading member'. 

After the turn of the century, as the suffrage cause 

picked up momentum, the 'anti' movement was forced to expand 

and coordinate its activities. In 1908, Mrs. Johnson became 

founder and president of a new anti-suffrage club. The Guidon, 

although ostensibly for the study of women's social and 

political relations, was, in fact, a vehicle for propounding 

anti-suffrage propaganda. In 1911, the anti-suffragists moved 

onto the national scene and Mrs. Dodge moved to the top of 

the anti-suffrage ranks. At her home, the National Association 

Opposed to Woman Suffrage was formed and she assumed the 

presidency, a position she was to occupy until 1917. During 

these critical years, Mrs. Dodge was also the editor of the 

anti-suffrage ,'flnrnal, Woman's Protest. 

As rrg~i~gnt and anti-suffrage leader, Mrs. Dodge 

continued to speak and write against suffrage. In 1914, she 

appeared before the House Judiciary Committee to counter 

suffrage presentations. She stated: 

We are here to represent the majority of women 
still quiet but not going to be quiet very 
much longer •• "! wish to say that the suffragists 
who make these threats are not representing the 
women of the country. It is the women of the 
country whom we try to represent and we have 
tried for several years against the noisy, 
insistent and persistent demands of a group. 83 

In 1917, as the focus of the suffrage struggle shifted 

to Washington, the National Association rnoved its headquarters 

to the national capital. Mrs. Dodge stayed on as first vice 

president of the national organization and chairwoman of the 
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executive council of the state association. The presidency 

of the Association fell to Alice Hay ~adsworth,* 

daughter of the ex-u.s. Secretary of State and wife of a 

U.S. Congressman. Mrs~ Wadsworth led the final ill-fated 

efforts to undermine the suffrage movement. 

From this brief sketch, it is evident that women from 

the upper class (aided by a number of powerful male relatives, 

notably Henry L. Stimson, Elihu Root and President Cleveland) 

played a decidedly important role in the anti-suffrage 

campaign. However, this involvement in anti-suffragism cannot 

be discounted as simply reactionary attempts to safeguard 

class interests nor can the anti-suffragists be dismissed, 

O'N "11 t d" . d l"t" 84 Th as el sugges s, as lsordere persona l les. ere 

were in actuality a number of issues underlying the anti-

suffrage position. 

There were, of course, those in the southern United 

States who considered suffrage a states' rights issue and who 

opposed any federal intervention. There were, as well, the 

wealthy liquor interests, who, as was later revealed, covertly 

provided financial support to anti-suffrage organizations. 

The liquor interests feared that women voters would bring in 

temperance legislation. There were those men and women who 

feared that the enfranchisement of women would jeopardize the 

entire social structure. 

In effect, some exponents of this later view, rather 

than being simple-minded reactionaries, based their stand on 

an advanced and thoughtful conception of the social order. 
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Perceiving that capitalism, the family and the subordinate 

status of women were all to some degree interlocked, these 

individuals feared that a fundamental alteration in women's 

estate would upset the whole social balance. While opposed 

to what they perceived as 'revolutionary' change such as 

suffrage, these anti-suffragists were not necessarily un-

progressive. As O'Neill notes, "Many antis were earnest 

social reformers.n 85 For example, Mrs. Johnson was on the 

board of the Henry Street Settlement, Mrs. Wadsworth was 

active in hospital work and Mrs. Dodge was a leader in the 

establishment of day nurseries. 

The anti-suffragists did not reject change per se; 

they rejected 'reckless' change. Some saw in suffrage a 

possible threat both to social tranquility and to women's 

position in society. Thoughtful anti-suffragists, such as 

Ida Tarbell, feared the erosion of American society and of 

women's distinctive role in it. 

Others argued that the presence of women voters would 

not benefit the social or political order at all and that 

therefore woman's suffrage was pointless. Finally, there 
~ 

were those who, anticipating the arguments made by modern 
. 86 

opponents of the Equal Rights Amendment, feared that women 

would lose the benefits of special protection under the law. 

Mrs. Dodge commented that " ••• the woman worker has had to be 

protected in her industrial life in order that the state 

might conserve her value as the woman citizen. Women cannot 
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be treated exactly as men are, and motherhood, potential or 

actual, does determine woman's efficiency in industrial and 

social undertakings.n 87 

It was only in the final bitter years of the struggle 

that the antis adopted a reactionary stance and red-baiting 

tactics: "In the final stages of the ratification struggle 

it (jhe Remonstrance, an anti-suffrage journal] insisted that 

woman suffrage would lead directly to communism, free love, 

and the nationalization of women.« 88 In charging their 

opponents with being socialists, pacifists and pro-German, 

the anti-suffragists unleashed their deep-seated, but ill-

founded, fears that suffrage was about to overthrow the social 

order.-

In sum, there is ample evidence which suggests that 

upper-class women were by and large the motive force behind 

the anti-suffrage movement both in New York and in the nation. 

These anti-suffragists were not, as indicated, simple-minded 

reactionaries nor was their contribution to the suffrage 

struggle insignificant. Although·they were, relative to the 

suffragists, small in number and while they failed in their 

. . 1 b . t. 89 th t. 1 t d d k t 1. th pr~nc1pa o Jec 1ve, ey ar 1cu a e an ep a 1ve e 

conservative analysis of women's role. This perspective 

continues to this day to affect the dialogue on women's status 

in society.** 

**Although modern anti-women's rights advocates and 
the anti-suffragists share a common intellectual position, 
there is no indication of historical ties linking the two groups. 
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3. The Implications of the Research Populationts 
involvement in the Woments Riahts Movement 

The Status of Women 

The evidence outlined above suggests that during 

the period from approximately 1880 to 1920, active upper-

class women were amongst the leading participants in the 

struggle over the status of women in American society. They 

were to be found, for example, amongst the foremost exponents 

of the strongly conservative anti-suffrage movement, the 

reform-oriented N.A.W.S.A. and the more radical and iconoclastic 

National Woman's Party. In each setting, members of the 

research population appeared exercising direct as well as 

indirect forms of power - holding executive positions, pro-

viding critical financial backing, writing influential 

treatises and being accorded prestigious roles in organizational 

proceedings. The question that now remains is what was the 

significance of this exercise of power in terms of sex caste 

interests, social class interests and the subsequent evolution 

of the women's movement. 

First, the women's rights movement and, in particular, 

the suffragists' activities cannot be dismissed 90 (as analysts 

such as O'Neill seem to suggest) as a misdirected, ineffectual 

attempt to achieve token reforms. As Ellen Dubois and 

Eleanor Flexner both note, the bitter opposition to suffrage 

in itself indicates that thiq was not sean as a minor or in-

consequential issue. "As a matter of fact, the opposition to 

woman suffrage itself bears witness, in a perverse kind of 
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way, to its significance; nothing unimportant would have been 

so bitterly resisted.» 91 Although, as discussed below, the 

suffrage movement failed to raise basic questions regarding 

woman's role in society, it did have important implications 

for women. As Dubois points out, relative to the period, 

relative to the severe restrictions of the Cult of True 

Womanhood and Victorian morality, suffrage was a radical 

demand, "By demanding a permanent, public role for women, 

suffragists began to demolish the absolute, sexually defined 

barrier marking the public world of men off from the private 

92 world of women." She concludes, ''Without directly attacking 

women's position in the private sphere, suffragists touched 

the nerve of women's subordinate status by contending that 

women might be something other than wives and mothers." 93 

The suffragists were, after all, attacking a very 

rigid conception of women's place in society. Elsie de Wolfe* 

notes some of the restrictions placed upon upper-class women's 

actions in the 1890's: 

It was much more of a man's world, too, 
for while there were certain hostesses who 
were dictators in their own right, women 
were held down by a rigid code of conventions. 
No unmarried woman, unless she were engaged 
to him, could be seen out alone with a man. 
Girls, old and young, were kept under the 
guidance and the eye of their chaperones. 
No 'lady' dined out alone in public with a 
man unless he were her husband, and not until 
she had been out for several seasons could 
she take as much as a glass of wine at dinners 
or dances. 94 

By becoming involved in the woman's rights movement, by 

bringing to it legitimacy and respectability, upper-class 
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women helped rid themselves as well as other women of these 

social restraints. Abby Rockefe11er's* remarks appear to 

typify the attitudes held by many upper-class uomen regarding 

women's greater social freedom: "I am delighted that girls 

are having a greater chance to express themselves. I love 

to see the old hypocrisies being shattered.• 1195 

However, while research population members who were 

pro-suffrage may have helped to eradicate some 'old-fashioned' 

notions regarding women's public role, suffrage was not 

basically a radical movement; it did not challenge the 

fundamental political, economic or sexual structures of 

society. Indeed, suffragists accepted and, when necessary, 

promoted a consevative perspective on a variety of social 

issues.** The significance of the research population's 

suffrage involvement must be approached in terms of suffrage's 

basic conservatism. 

The Success of Suffrage - The Failure of Feminism 

In the 1880's and 90's, as discussed above, the 

N.A.W.S.A. developed not only into the principal (in terms of 

size) suffrage organization but also into a thoroughly 

conservative body. O'Neill remarks that "The conservative 

spirit which dominated suffragists after the 1870's was, 

**For example, as discussed below, some suffragists 
were not above adopting very traditional stands on sexuality, 
racism and nativism when this was useful to the suffrage cause. 
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therefore, of a very special kind. It occepted certain 

Victorian stereotypes, rejected radical ideas about the 

96 condition of women and gave priority to the vote." The 

present research suggests that active upper-class women who 

held leading positions in the suffrage movement helped 

promote and maintain this conservative orientation. 

Lillie Blake* (president of the New York State N.A.W.S.A., 

1879-1890), for example, attacked the radical free love 

advocates and urged suffragists to accept the primacy of 

women's familial role. 97 Similarly, upper-class women theorists 

not only failed to tie suffrage into a broader critique of 

the social system, they often reflected the most conservative 

sentiments on other social injustices. Mary Jacobi,* in her 

1894 "Common Sense Applied to Woman Suffrage", made an 

explicit appeal to nativist and anti-working class fears: 

No matter how well born, how intelligent, 
how highly educated, how virtuous, how rich, 
how refined, the women of today constitute 
a political class below that of every man, 
no matter how base born, how stupid, how 
ignorant, how vicious, how poverty-stricken, 
how brutal. The pauper in the,almshouse 
may vote; the lady who devotes her philan­
thropic thouqht to making that almshouse 
habitable may not •••• The half-civilized 
hordes pouring into our country through the 
open gates of our seaport towns, the Indian 
if settled in severalty, the negro on the 
cotton plantation, - all, now, or in a few 
years, have a vote. But the white woman of 
purest blood, and who in her person, or that 
of her mother or grandmother has helped to 
sustain the courage of the Revolutionary war, 
to fight the heroic battle of abolition, and 
to dress the wound of the Rebellion - this 
woman must keep silence. (Emphasis added.) 98 

Similarly, Florence Kelley* (although she later recanted) 
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99 resorted to racist arguments to advance the cause. Finally, 

as noted above, suffrage leaders like Mrs. Blake and later 

Katherine Mackay (Blake)* and Alva Belmont* encouraged the 

N.A.W.S.A. to enlist •society' women and thus to develop a 

respectable but also somewhat 'exclusive' aura. 

In short, the research population appears to have 

made important contributions to the conservatism of the 

N.A.W.S.A. and to its resultant narrow perspective. In so 

doing, these women may well have been instrumental in 

ensuring the ultimate success of suffrage (and failure of 

early feminism). Eliane Silverman points out that the 

respectability and conservatism of the main suffrage movement 

may have been one of the principal reasons suffrage was 

ultimately implemented. She argues that leading politicians 

and reformers, notably in her analysis Theodore Roosevelt, 

came to perceive the 'respectable' suffragists and the women 

social reformers (as discussed previously, many outstanding 

social reformers of the period were upper-class women and 

many of these were also ardent suffrage advocates) 101 as a 

valuable resource in the struggle against increasing social 

unrest and disorder. Silverman states: 

Roosevelt publicly describes his conversion 
to the suffrage cause in this fashion: 'I grew 
to believe in Woman Suffrage, not because of 
associating with women whose chief interest was 
in Woman Suffrage, but because of finding out 
that the women from whom I received most aid in 
endeavoring to grapple with the social and 
industrial problems of the day were themselves 
believers in Woman Suffrage'. These women were 
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politically affective but more than that he 
conceived them to be women brought up ljv-
him and the women he knew intimately •• ~.In 
short, when approving women's suffrage Roosevelt 
was advocating the restoration of government 
by his own class and seeking renewal of social 
control by people like himself. 101 

It would seem, therefore, that participation in the 

conservative wing of the suffrage movement did not involve 

the research population in basic conflicts with their class 

interests. Rather, their class-related characteristics -

commitment to the status quo and faith in the socio-political 

order - appear to have been injected into the suffrage fray 

as a foundation for analyses and strategies. Upper-class 

attributes - respectability and social prestige - were not 

challenged but rather served as valuable assets in the winning 

102 
of public interest, sympathy, and, finally, support. 

Consequently, active upper-class women seem not only to have 

played a central part in the achievement of suffrage, but 

they also appear to have been, at least in part,** responsible 

for the narrow reformist analysis developed by the N.A.W.S.A. 

These limitations in the N.A.W.S.A.'s perspective, in turn, 

helped prevent the early feminist movement from developing 

much beyond the 1920 enfranchisement of women. As O'Neill 

explains: 

••• it should be clear that well before 1917 the 
woman's movement, while not altogether bankrupt 
intellectually, had lost its original verve 
and openness to new ideas. It had, moreover, 
embraced a code of sexual morality that precluded 

**There were, in addition, social and political factors 
which contributed to this conservative trend. 103 
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emancipation and would cost it the full 
attention and respect of the generation 
that came of age in the 1920's. But what 
would in the long run be fatal to the 
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movement was not so much prudery as its 
inability to ask fundamental questions about 
itself. Hard-core feminists, having firmly 
rejected their own radical origins, were, 
by the turn of the century, too respectabl~ 
and too certain that women's rights were a 
simple political matter •••• (Emphasis added.) 104 

Radical Feminism 

Involvement in the conservative ranks was not the sum 

total of the research population's activities. There was, as 

noted previously, an important radical faction in the movement -

a faction which challenged the power that be and the socio-

political status quo. This group's tumultuous public protests, 

its unsuccessful attempts to ally with working-class women, 

its explicit disregard for and criticism of the legal process 

and its vehement and direct attacks upon the hypocrisy of 

American democracy, struck at the core of the conservative 

perspective. As the present research reveals, well-dressed, 

dignified 'ladies' from the upper-class not only participated 

in, but also on occasion led these affronts to the established 

order. 

It would seem there were active women in the upper 

class who were prepared to disavow their class interests for 

the sake of sex caste loyalties. Some, like Jessie Ashley* 

and Florence Kelley,* who were socialists, formally criticized 

their class, and urged women, regardless of their class origin, 

to unite around their common oppression as women and to fight 
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the present social structure. As Sacks comments: 

Whom the women's movements perceived as the 
enemy illuminates the primacy of class lines 
over sex. In the working-class movement it 
was clearly the employer. The suffragists saw 
their enemies mainly as the liquor interests 
and, to some extent, big-business interests. 
Only the Woman's Party actually saw the 
President anu much of Congress as real enemies 
of women. For this breach of class loyalty 
they got the same treatment as working-class 
strikers: jail, police brutality, etc. 105 

As indicated, leaders from the upper class, like Alva Belmont* 

and louisineHavemeyer,* helped the relatively small, radical 

movement develop its aggressive and iconoclastic approach 

to the women's rights struggle. 

It must be noted, however, that while upper-class 

women made significant contributions to the radical suffrage 

strain, and this no doubt resulted in intra-class dissension, 

these women do nat appear to have abandoned their class or to 

have been abandoned by it. Mrs. Belmont, for example, while 

president of the National Woman's Party was listed in the 

New York Social Register and spent much of her time remodelling 

a gracious chateau an the French Riviera. '.Similarly, socialist 

Mrs. Kelley maintained many upper-class friendships 106 and her 

son Nicholas was listed in the 1925 New York Social Reqister, 

belonged to exclusive upper-class clubs and was a director of 

the Chrysler Corporation and the Equitable life Assurance 

Company. As lillie Blake's* biographers note, "If one who 

is wealthy elected to be radical, society condones the 

defection from type.» 107 
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In briaf, upper-class women's 3ctivities as r~dical 

suffragists do not seem to have signified a complete breach 

of class loyalties. They do suggest that some upper-class 

women, in the interests of their sex caste, were prepared 

to criticize the class system and to oppose vehemently the 

socio-political power structure. These actions, in turn, 

had important implications for the suffrage controversy and, 

as discussed below, for the subsequent development of the 

women's movement. Although it is not clearly the case that 

the National Woman's Party was responsible, as its historian 

suggests, for the ultimate achievement of suffrage, radical 

organizations did reveal the depths of the N.A.W.S.A.'s 

conservatism (the N.A.w.s.A. quietly accepted the governmentts 

violent repression of the Woman's Party protests), the 

strength of anti-suffrage sentiments and finally, the 

viability of an alternative, radical orientation to woman­

related issues. By providing the necessary financial backing 

and by bringing, as leaders and spokeswomen, their prestige 

and respectability to this unpopular approach, upper-class 

women activists appear to have played a crucial part in the 

etiology of early radical feminism. 

Lana-term Implications 

The implications of the research population's suffrage 

activities do not end with an increase in women's social free­

dom and the achievement of suffrage. As indicated, active 

upper-class women contributed in significant ways to both the 
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conservative and radical wings of the suffrage movement. In 

so doing, they helped create a basic split in the women's 

movement ranks - a split between the ladylike, respectable 

and somewhat exclusive conservative N.A.W.S.A. suffragists 

and the more radical, iconoclastic National Woman's Party 

advocates. The dichotomy that they helped to establish has 

never been resolved and continues to this day to condition 

the struggle over women's social status. 

The conservative orientation has been taken up,by 

the groups Judith Hole and Ellen Levine describe in the 

Rebirth of Feminism as the women's rights movement. These 

organizations, notably the National Organization of Women, 

appear, like their N.A.W.S.A. predecessor, to be primarily 

concerned with gaining access through legal means to the 

professional and political world of men and they seem somewhat 

removed from the plights of unprivileged lower-class women. 

As Hole and Levine note, this" ••• branch of the women's movement 

[is] primarily active in attempting to bring about legislative, 

economic and educational reforms to eradicate sex discrimination 

in social institutions. The women most often work through 

traditional political and legal channels.n108 

Although the National Organization of Women adopted 

the platform of the once radical National Woman's Party -

the Equal Rights Amendment - it has tended to follow in the 

footsteps of the N.A.w.s.A. It opted, for example, for 

respectability. As Veronica Geng notes, "NOW wanted publicity 
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and the illusion of a unified movement without actually 

having to identify itself with anything or anyone unusual. 11109 

It appealed to "Conservative and moderate feminists, whose 

ideology was firmly based on achieving equality by working 

together with men •••• 11 110 Similar to the N.A.w.s.A., it 

appearedto be made up of a somewhat exclusive and privileged 

membership. As Hole and Levine point out, "Some of the 

younger women viewed NOW (and still do) as part of the 

'capitalist establishment' attempting to gain privileges only 

for middle-class white women •••• 11 111 

In opposition, a radical faction has also grown up 

which appears in certain important respects to be the 

contemporary analogue to the National Woman's Party. These 

groups, which Hole and Levine term women's liberationists, 

have tended to be more broad-based and more radical in their 

analyses and tactics. Echoing the sentiments of the National 

112 Woman's Party, these women view the sex-role issue as a 

struggle for power. As Geng explains,women who later became 

radical feminists were 11 
••• deeplY- a ffecte9 by The Second Sex, 

finding in it what they could never have found in Friedan, 

[NOW leader] , because it is not there: a political analysis 

of the status of women - that is, an analysis in terms of 
, 13 

power."~ Like the National Woman's Party exponents, these 

women have engaged in aggressive social protests and like 

early radical feminists, they have attempted to organize 

dl t> l 1" 114 women regar ess o. c ass ~nes. 

In brief, through their critical support for both the 
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radical and conservative factions in the suffrage struggle, 

active upper-class women helped lend credibility to both 

perspectives and thus helped lay the foundation for a basic 

dichotomy in the feminist ranks. According to Gang, the 

resulting dissension between radical and conservative feminists 

and the division of resources - monay, leadership and ather 

personnel - jeopardizes the future of the women's movement. 

On the one hand, many radicals, in a desire to dis-

sociate themselves from the conservative wing of the movement 

have adopted an extremism that undermines the movement's 

popular appeal: 

The Sisterhood Mafia ••• got organized radical 
feminism into considerable trouble. They dis­
couraged, sometimes even kicked out, valuable 
leaders •••• They urged many women into pseudo­
lesbian separatism, not only from men but from 
the 'patriarchal culture' - thws abandoning most 
of the ground on which male power can be fought. 
They congealed the rush of ideas and emotional 
truth that had given life to their organizations.ll5 

On the other hand, many conservatives attacked the 

radicals as 'female chauvinists' and gave up much of the 

original critical content of the movement,in order to 

establish a respectable (hence, credible) public image. Geng 

comments, "Ms. magazine started regular publication that 

year [1.972] • It completed the image-making process by 

presenting itself as the voice of a unified movement, giving 

lip service to radical feminism while rarely espousing anything 

more profound than Wonder Woman as role model." 116 The 

conservative tactics helped not only to defuse the movement 
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but to alienate women outside the labour force - many of whom 

felt that organizations like N.D.W. were relevant only to 

'career women•. 117 In sum, the conservative-radical division 

produced internal conflicts uhich oolarized the movement into 

two increasingly hostile and rigid camps. Whether or not the 

movement can ultimately overcome this rupture remains to be 

seen. 

Conclusion 

The research indicates that active upper-class women 

were not only involved with but also prominent in the women's 

rights struggle. Throughout the long history of the suffrage 

controversy, on both national and local levels and amidst the 

radicals as well as the conservatives**, these women were 

amongst the leading exponents and supporters of the movement. 

As leaders, financial backers, speakers, and writers they 

were powerful contributors to the shaping of the suffrage issue. 

Clearly active upper-class women were moved to address 

sex caste issues. Their position on these issues varied 

considerably. Some adopted the kind of conservative stance 

commonly attributed to the upper class. In particular, the 

anti-suffragists seemed to be guided by upper-class values 

and commitments***· The pro-suffragists, while reform-oriented 

**Including the anti-suffragists. 
***For example, the desire to maintain the status quo 

and to accept decorum and respectability as crucial social 
values. 
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and generally more liberal, did not, however, necessarily 

forsake or even question their class loyalties. For example, 

the N.A.W.S.A. was, in many respects, tactically and ideo-

logically a conservative organization. Only in the National 

Woman's Party and its radical forerunners were active upper-

class women called upon to choose between upper-class decorum 

and the woman's cause. 

Significantly some women from the research population 

were prepared to adopt the radical stance and openly rebel 

against the political-legal establishment. Caught between 

the requirements of lady-like respectability and their commit-

ment to changing the status of women, these individuals chose 

to ignore class dictates and opted for sex caste priorities. 

This did not, however, entail an abrogation of class ties. 

Some of these radical upper-class women were supported by 

male members of their class and none seemed to have been 

prevented from continuing to enjoy the distinctions and 

prerogatives that derive from membership in the upper class**· 

In sum, active upper-class women, ,guided by social 

class and, in some important instances, by sex caste loyalties, 

wielded power in the struggle over the status of women. Their 

contributions to this field were of socio-historical significance. 

They played a central role in the enfranchisement of women and 

**For example, membership in upper-class clubs and 
listing in The Social Register. 
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in the eradication of Victorian ccnstraints on women's social 

freedom. Finally, active upper-class uomen (in particular 

through the respectability and support they provided for 

the radical wing of the women's movement) helped to establish 

a long-standing and thorny split in the feminist ranks - a 

split between the radical feminists who challenged the social 

order and its power differential between men and women and 

the more moderate women's liberationists who accepted many 

of the existing socio-political parameters and who seemed 

primarily concerned with gaining entrance for women into the 

system. This split may, as indicated, imperil the ultimate 

survival of the modern women's movement. 
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VII 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. Review of Research 

The above research is, at base, an inquiry into the 

nexus between social class and sex caste. The particular 

social group through which this problem is investigated is 

upper-class women who were active in New York City between 

1880 and 1920. This group at this particular time and place 

is at an important confluence of class and sex caste developments. 

The activities of these women and their relationship to the 

broader socio-historical context reveals the internal workings 

of powerful class and caste forces. 

There have been two general positions on class and 

caste and their influence on upper-class women.* One approach, 

emphasizing the impact of sex caste, suggests that upper-class 

women's role is narrowly circumscribed by their status as women. 

Upper-class women, like women in general, are subordinate, 

impotent and assigned to the relatively frivolous and in-

consequential fields of human endeavour. This view is 

perpetuated, for example, by sociological investigations of 

the upper class which trivialize or ignore the activities of 

upper-class women. Recently, certain analyses in the women's 

*As noted previously, these position are differentiated 
in terms of the relative emphasis each places on class and 
caste factors. 
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studies literature have reinforced this oerspective by 

stressing the pre-eminent influence of sex caste on women's 

social role. 

The opposing orientation - that class is the predominant 

influence - has been equally persistent. Adherents of this 

view argue that upper-class women, as members of the upper 

class, share in the power as well as the privilege of that 

class. G. William Domhoff in The Hioher Circles provides a 

formal sociological exposition of this perspective. 

The present research reopens the basic issues and 

exposes them to more comprehensive, systematic analysis than 

has heretofore been the case. Specifically the inquiry 

addresses three questions: l. Do active upper-class women 

exercise power? 2. Is this exercise of power socio-historically 

significant? 3. Through this exercise of power do active 

upper-class women seek to advance the interests of their social 

class or their sex caste? Answering these questions - relative 

to a particulaF socio-historical context - illuminates the 

degree to which and the way in which class and caste analyses 

capture the realities of upper-class women's existence. 

The research results suggest first that upper-class 

women who were active in the public domain* did wield power 

that is, they held key executive offices, were 'influential' 

figures or were founders, leaders or benefactors of movements, 

*As discussed, there was some indication that many 
upper-class women were publicly active during the research 
period. 
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organizations or institutions. Secondly, the accumulated 

evidence tends to confirm the view that, taken as a whole, 

the research population's exercise of power was of socio-

historical significance - many of the organizations, institutions 

and movements in which these women exercised power were 

'important'. 

In social welfare, active upper-class women figured 

prominently amongst those individuals who modelled the modern 

welfare state. In education, politics; public morality and 

the arts, active upper-class women helped - often through 

projects directed by their male class colleagues as well 

through their own agencies* - to promote the rationalization, 

standardization and bureaucratization of the social order. 

Lastly, as leaders, supporters and financial backers, they 

had an importance impact on the struggle for (and against) 

women's rights. 

Although many of the research population's endeavours 

were directed to local concerns, a significant number of the 

organizations and institutions they founded, sustained and/or 

led affected the overall social order- for example, the Y.W.C.A., 

the American Red Cross, the National Consumer's League, the 

National American Woman's Suffrage Association and so on. 

In addition, several of their 'local' efforts had an impact 

on developments in the larger societal context - for example, 

the Charity Organization Society, the Bellevue Training School 

*Active upper-class women's own agencies would include, 
for example, the Public Education Association, the Women's Trade 
Union League, the Equal Franchise Society and the early Museum 
of Modern Art. 
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far Nurses, the Women's Trade Union League and the Whitney 

Museum. A number of research members - far example, Grace 

Dodge, Josephine Lowell, Louisa Schuyler, Lillie Blake and 

Gertrude Whitney - became national leaders in their respective 

fields. There is, in short, ample testimony far the signific­

ance of the research papulation's enterprises. 

The final element in the inquiry - the sex caste versus 

social class implications of this exercise of power - is the 

mast complex. There is substantial evidence indicating that 

many of the research subjects aided on-going projects of the 

upper class and defended the interests of their class. There 

are a few notable women* who disavowed their class and advocated 

critical or radical political stances. The overwhelming 

majority, however, appear to have kept to class lines. 

This does nat mean, of course, that the research 

population consistently advanced reactionary ideas and 

institutions. As discussed above, this was a period of social 

turmoil. Upper-class observers of the day, such as Theodore 

Roosevelt, recognized that reactionary policies or social 

retrenchment on the part of the upper class would only exacerbate 

social unrest and perhaps accelerate the threatening social 

revolution. Consequently, during the research period many 

members of the upper class (including, as indicated, upper-

class women) were active in progressive efforts to lessen 

social unrest by attacking municipal corruption and responding 

*For example, Florence Kelley and Gertrude Barnum. 
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to the needs of the socially under-orivileged. In social 

welfare, in particular, but also in education, politics and 

public morality, these upper-class men and women {working 

both together and separately) made significant contributions 

to smoothing the harsh edges of the capitalist social structure. 

They thus helped ensure the continued hegemony of the upper 

class. 

This preoccupation with upper-class projects and 

interests is not, however, the only or always the outstanding 

dimension in the research population's undertakings. Inter­

woven with class concerns is an involvement with sex caste­

related organizations and issues. As noted, many of the 

research population's activities were undertaken through 

woman-only organizations or were directed specifically to 

women. In a sense the research population was locked into 

the woman's world and efforts to expand into male-dominated 

areas or groups (such as politics) were opposed even by fellow 

class members. Yet, upper-class women's alliance with other 

women was not necessarily a negative condition. The Cult of 

True Womanhood set women apart and held them to be united by 

their common moral superiority; the suffrage movement encouraged 

women to view themselves as bound together in a struggle against 

disenfranchisement and oppression. Evidence suggested that 

during the research period these ideologies allowed women to 

come together and to ally with one another - even across class 

lines - in the settlement houses, in the women's labour movement 

and so on. 
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In some of these woman-related or woman-directed 

ventures members of the research population made noteworthy, 

direct contributions to improving the status of women. Not 

only through the support they gave to the suffrage movement 

but also through, for example, the backing (social as well as 

financial) they provided for women's educational institutions 

and the aid they directed to under-privileged women, the 

research population helped upgrade woman's lot and expand 

woman's role in the public domain. Although some of these 

efforts, such as the funding and directing of women's colleges 

and universities, seemed to reflect a concern for improving 

the status of upper-class women only, other activities, such 

as support for women strikers, bespoke a commitment to women 

that transcended class lines. 

It seems that sex caste interests were often an important 

consideration in active upper-class women's undertakings and 

that women from this class played a significant, often leading 

role in advancing woman's estate. These efforts, however, were 

not basically in conflict with class priorities. Indeed, as 

indicated, upper-class women's ameliorative activities with 

women were often an analogue to upper-class men's efforts with 

men. 

The striking exceptions to this basic compatibility 

of class and sex caste activities are the Woman's Party and, 

to a lesser degree, the Women's Trade Union League. These 

organizations took issue with and even attacked the power 

structure. There were a few leading women from the upper class 
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who, in the in~erests of their 3ex caste, were prepared t~ 

ally themselves with these radical ventures and to suffer t~e 

consequences - which, for example, was imprisonment for so~e 

suffragists. The history of these two organizations during 

the research period attests to the strength of sex caste 

loyalties amongst some active upper-class women. 

In most instances, however, class ties weathered even 

these activities. The suffrage leaders, for example, were not 

expelled from the Colony Club or the Social Reqister. In turn, 

only a handful of active upper-class women extended their 

commitment to suffrage or to the women's labour movement into 

a condemnation of society or the class structure. In general, 

involvement with sex-caste issues and women-only organizations 

did not require or result in a renunciation of upper-class 

values or position. 

2. Theoretical Implications 

Foremost, the research suggests that social class is 

in many respects the fundamental determinant of social interests 

and values. Women of the upper class were, indeed, powerful 

and they tended to come out in support of organizations and 

movements which accepted and/or buttressed the existing social 

order and the hegemony of the upper class. Class power 

transcended the presumed sex caste barriers and class-dictated 

values tended to prevail over other considerations. 

Sex caste is not, however, irrelevant. Within the 

parameters established by class values, sex caste influenced 
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the selection of soci~l concerns ana lSSU8s. For example, 

the research population was frequently active in areas which 

were directly related to the social role of women. Furtner, 

sex caste conditioned the organizational structures through 

which these interests were pursued. Specifically, women-only 

or woman-related organizations and institutions were popular 

media for social activism. 

Within this general framework, allowance must be made 

for important exceptions. There were individuals who rejected 

class values - such as, upper-class women who became avid 

exponents of socialism. In addition, there were women who 

identified so strongly with their sex caste that they promoted 

its interests even when this required criticism of the social 

order and the ruling class. 

In brief, the research suggests that the sex caste 

perspective, in so far as it tends to suggest that all women, 

regardless of class, are socially impotent, is incorrect. A 

strict class analysis is not, however, the complete solution. 

Clearly upper-class women's social activities and historical 

role cannot be viewed simply as expressions of class interests 

and values. Rather, analyses must remain sensitive to an 

interplay between class and sex caste influences. While class 

position and its accoutrements* may provide the basis for 

exercising power, caste status may frequently direct and condition 

*For example, important familial and associational ties 
and distinctive institutional affiliations. 
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the actual exercise of power - that is, women's issues and 

women's organizations may be the principal foci of activity. 

Although sex caste and class interests may, in general, be 

harmoniously combined, sex caste values may on occasion 

conflict with an even supersede the dictates of class position. 

Analyses of upper-class women's socio-historical role must re-

main sensitive to these internal dynamics. 

The second major theoretical implication of the research 

is the need for refinements in present conceptualizations of 

the upper class.* In particular, the inquiry strongly indicates 

that the family is in a real sense** the foundation of the 

upper class and that kinship ties are crucial to the integration 

and perpetuation of the class. More specifically, social 

domination by the upper class is not expressed solely or even 

most importantly*** through the economic power of upper-class 

men. Rather, upper-class men and women are powerful in a wide 

variety of fields and their activities in these fields are 

of direct relevance to the maintenance of the upper class' 

social position. Approaches to the upper class which discount 

or ignore the important active role of women would be seriously 

*Whether or not the research results can be generalized 
to the contemporary upper class is a crucial topic for future 
research. 

**As discussed in Chapter I, although theorists have 
accepted this general format, actual inquiries into the upper 
class have tended to trivialize or ignore the female component 
of the family. 

***While economic power may be the ultimate foundation 
of the upper-class' hegemony, the implementation of power in 
other areas (notably, cultural domination and social control) 
may be more central to the day-to-day perpetuation of the upper 
class' position. 
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flawed. 

Further, there is some indication that upper-class 

status intersects with sex caste so as to set upper-class women 

off as a somewhat separate and distinct social entity. While, 

for example, upper-class clubs and associations remove these 

women from contact with the lower classes, women's organizations 

and clubs set them apart from upper-class men. It seems that 

as a result upper-class women experience a certain measure of 

group consciousness and solidarity - a solidarity which is 

expressed through the aid and co-operation they provide to one 

another in certain projects. It would follow that the upper 

class should be conceptualized not only as incorporating a 

male and female contingent but as encompassing male and female 

components which in terms of interests and organizational 

structures are somewhat autonomous. 

Finally, the success of the research in uncovering 

extensive evidence regarding upper-class women's power reaffirms 

the need for sociologists to bandon their masculine cosmology. 

When power is approached, for example, in terms of force and 

struggle it is inclined to ignore the female social dimension. 

As documented here, such a perspective may bypass important 

phenomena. By expanding the conception of power it becomes 

easier to investigate the important role upper-class women 

play. 

3. Prospects for Future Research 

The present study opens a number of avenues for future 
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research. In oarticular, it would be desirable to duplicate 

this kind of inquiry using different classes of women, other 

historical periods or women from different countries.* It is 

possible that other, less tightly organized social classes 

would reveal a different relationship between social class and 

sex caste. Similarly, research in another historical period 

might provide differing results. For example, the research 

population's preoccupation with sex-caste issues and women's 

organizations may have been largely produced by the Victorian 

Cult of True ~omanhood. Or, upper-class women's social 

activism and power may have been peculiar to this period of 

serious threats to the upper class.** Comparative historical 

and cross-cultural research would disclose any such historical 

and cultural relations and help uncover patterns of change 

and development. 

Secondly, an in-depth investigation of upper-class 

women's role in~ specific woman-related organization or 

movement - for example, the Birth Control League - could 

further refine formulations on class and sex caste. By tracing 

upper-class women's involvement in the etiology of a particular 

*As noted above, such research would face very difficult 
methodological problems. 

**It may be found, for example, that during the Progress­
ive Era upper-class women and men established the basic social 
mechanisms required to maintain their class' social position. 
Once set in motion these mechanisms - values, organizations, 
institutions and so forth - were in a sense self-perpetuating. 
The day-to-day direction could be left, for example to the state. 
Upper-class men and women would be freed to pursue other 
activities. 
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organization it would be possible to determine more clearly 

to what degree, in w,at manner and through what tactics these 

women influenced the organization's development. Such evidence 

could shed additional light, for example, on whatner or not 

upper-class women tended to consistently reject or undermine 

politically radical analyses and tactics. Further, it might 

indicate the relative role upper-class women played with 

respect to women from other classes, for example, were middle­

class or lower-class women equally (or even more) powerful 

agents in the organizational structure? 

Finally, it would be of particular relevance to class 

and caste analysis if researchers examined the internal dynamics 

of the upper class. Specifically, it would be useful to know 

whether or not or in what way upper-class men and women tended 

to co-ordinate their public activities. There was some 

indication in the present research that men and women of the 

upper class not only occasionally worked together but also 

supported one another's enterprises.* Possibly in some 

circumstances, sex caste lines were routinely subordinated to 

class interests and loyalties. Future research could clarify 

these and related issues. 

*For example, upper-class men came out in support of 
upper-class women's suffrage activities. 
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Upoer-class Clubs 

Apawamis Club 
Ardsley Club 
Army and Navy Club of America 
Authors Club 
Automobile Club of America 
Badminton Club 
Baltusrol Golf Club 
Barnard Club 
The Brook 
Calumet Club 
Century Association 
Church Club 
Church League Club 
City Club 
City Midday Club 
Colonial Dames of America 
Colonial Dames of the State 

of Ne!J York 
Colonial Lords of Manors in 

America 
Colony Club 
Columbia University Club 
Cosmopolitan Club 
Daughters of Holland Dames 
Down Town Association 
Engineers' Club 
Essex Club 
Essex Co. Country Club 
Essex Fox Hounds 
Fencers Club 
Garden City Golf Club 
Grolier Club 
Hamil ton Club 
Harvard Club 
Holland Society of New York 
Hugenot Society of America 
India House 
Jekyl Island Club 
Junior League 
Knickerbocker Club 
Knollwood Country Club 
Larchmont Yacht Club 
The Links 
Links Golf Club 
Lotos Club 
Manhattan Club 
Meadow Brook Club 
Merchants' Club 

Metropolitan Club 
Military Order of Foreign Wars 
Military Order Loyal Legion 

of the u.s. 
Military Society of War of 1812 
Morris County Golf Club 
Morristown Club 
Nassau Country Club 
National Arts Club 
National Golf Links of America 
New York Club 
New York Yacht Club 
Oakland Golf Club 
The Pilgrims of the United States 
Piping Rock Club 
The Players 
Princeton Club 
Racquet and Tennis Club 
Richmond County Country Club 
Rockaway Hunting Club 
Rumson Country Club 
St. Andrew's Golf Club 
St. Anthony Club 
St. Nicholas Club 
St. Nicholas Society 
Seawanhaka Carinthia Yacht Club 
Sleepy Hollow Country Club 
Society of Colonial Wars in the 

State of New York 
Society of the Cincinnati of 

New York 
Society of the Daughters of the 

Cincinnati 
Sons of the Revolution 
South Side Sportsmen's Club 
Turf and Field Club 
Tuxedo Club 
Union Club 
Union League Club 
United States Golf Association 
University Club 
Westminster Kennel Club 
Whippany River Club 
Whist Club 
Williams Club 
Women's Chess Club 
Yale Club 
York Club 

*Orioinal list from Social Re ister New York 1925 
{New York C1ty: Soc1al Register Assoc1at1on, 1924 , p. 2. 
~: No distinction is made between men's clubs, mixed clubs 

and women's clubs. 
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Appendix 8 

Women included in research population although they meet 
only two criteria for upper-class status: 

Sophie Goodhart 
(Jewish) 

Sarah Ollesheimer 
(Jewish) 

Emma Schwab 

Beatrice Stein 
(Jewish) 

Louise Waterman Wise 
(Jewish) 

Described by Stephen Birmingham 
as a very important Jewish 
family, husband President of 
New York Stock Exchange. 

Husband Vice President of the 
Chase National Bank and 
Director of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company. 

Poor origins but husband 
acquired great wealth. Brother 
President of Carnegie Steel 
Company, Husband President of 
u.s. Steel and a Director of 
Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company. 

Father and brothers distinguished 
bankers, husband prominent 
banker and philanthropist. 

Educated at private finishing 
school, father prominent rabbi 
and successful businessman, 
uncle one of first professors 
at Yale University, husband 
prominent rabbi and leading 
Zionist. 
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Appendix C 

Social Register listings of divorced or separated research 
population members: 

Alva Belmont 

Katherine Blake 

Eleanor Campbell 

Helen Campbell 

Julie Chanler 

Helen Jenkins 

Florence Kelley 

Amanda Lauterbach 

Miriam Leslie 

Barbara Nichols 

Blair Niles 

Gertrude Pinchot 

Grace Rogers 

Grace Seton 

Emmeline Spencer 

Rose Stokes 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced 1B95 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced after 1913 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced after 1918 

not listed SR 25 
divorced before 191B 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced 1921 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
separated after 1892 

SR 25 (son listed) 
separated 1B91 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
separated n.d. 

not listed SR 25 
divorced 1873 

SR 25 (relative listed) 
divorced 1924 

SR 25 (relative listed) 
divorced 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced 1918 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced 1918 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced 

SR 25 {personally listed) 
divorced 

SR 25 (relative listed) 
divorced 1925 



Blanche Tweed 

Princess Troubetzkoy 

Caroline Wittpenn 
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SR 25 (relative listed) 
divorced 1918, 1928, 1942 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced or separated 

SR 25 (personally listed) 
divorced 1895 



Activity 

The American Hebrew 

American Woman's 
Realty Corp. 

The American Woman's 
Journal (anti­
suffrage overtones) 

Art Center Inc. 

A. T. &: T. 

Central Hanover Bank 

Chase National Bank 
Park Avenue Branch 

Aependix q, 

Business Activities of 
Research Poeulation 

Individual(s) 
Involved 

Minnie Louis 

Anne Morgan 

Helen K. Johnson 

Helen Hitchcock 

Pauline Goldmark 

Mina Bruere 

Anne Morgan 

John Lewis Childs Inc. Caroline Childs 

Dancing studios for 
fashionable classes 

Eastern Livestock 
Co-op Marketing 
Association 

The First National 
Bank, Brooksville 

Harper's Bazaar 
Magazine 

Elsie de Wolfe 
Marion Fish 
Blanche Oelrichs 
Elisabeth Marbury 
Anne Cockran 

Mary H. Rumsey 

Margaret Robins 

Elizabeth Jordan 
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Positition{s) 

Editor of 
Personal Service 
1901-03 

Vice President 

Editor 

Founder, President 

Employee 1921-39 

Assistant 
Secretary 

Member of 
Advisory Board 

President 

Joint project of 
these individuals 
and several 
others 

Helped to 
organize it 

Vice President 

Editor 1900-13 
Literary Advisor 
1913-18 



Hartley Trust Helen Jenkins 
Corporation 

J. and R. lamb Studios Ella Lamb 

Leslie's Weekly Miriam {Frank) 
Leslie 

Mayflower Publishing 
Company 

The Nation 

The New Republic 
{political overtones) 

New York Evening Post 

Caroline Childs 

Fanny Villard 

Dorothy Elmhirst 

Fanny Villard 

New York Herald Tribune Elisabeth Reid 
Helen Reid 

Osborne, Lam and Garvin Inez Boissevain 

Romance Magazine 

Rye Trust Magazine 

Sheppard Company, NYC 

Unionville Lake 
Company 

Val Kill Furniture 
Shop {social welfare 
overtones) 

Washington Post 
Newspaper 

Woman's Tea Company 
{social welfare 
overtones) 

Kate Clark 

Caroline O'Day 

Helen Plimpton 

Florence Fitch 

Caroline O'Day 
A. Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

Agnes Meyer 

Ellen Demorest 
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Established it 
in 1921 

Chairman of 
Board 

Owner and 
Editor 

Owner 1881-1917 

Founder 

Owner 1881-1917 

Active Treasurer, 
1922-47, President, 
1947-53, Chairman 
of the Board, 
1935-1955 

Criminal and 
divorce lawyer 

Editor 1892-94 

Founder and 
Owner 

Founder 

Vice President 
Founder 1924 

Vice President 
1933 Part owner 
1935 

Founder 
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Professional AssociationJ rif 
Research Population 

Association Individual(s) 

American Anthropological Elsie Parsons 
Association 

American Association of 
Social Workers 

American Ethnological 
Association 

American Folklore 
Society 

American Forestry 
Association 

American Institute of 
Architecture 

American Institute of 
Hemopathy 

American Medical 
Association 

American Nurses 
Association 

Emily Dinwiddie 
Pauline Goldmark 

Elsie Parsons 

Natalie Curtis 
Elsie Parsons 

Clara Smith 

Alva Belmont 

Eleanor Campbell 

Emily Barringer 
Rosalie Morton 

Julia Stimson 

American School of Alice Jackson 
Archaeological Research 

American Society of 
Miniature Painters 

American Women's 
Medical Association 

Anthropological 
Association 

Lucia F. Fuller 

Emily Barringer 

Alice Jackson 

Archaeological Institute Emily Putnam 
of America 
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Position 

President 
1940-41 

President 
1923-25 

President 
1918-20 

President 

Vice President 

President 
1941-42 



Associated Artists 

Association of Bank 
Women 

Association of Women 
Painters and Sculptors 

Association of Women 
Principals of New York 

·city 

Authors League of 
America 

Classical Association 
of the Atlantic States 

Dramatists' Guild 

International Conclave 
of Women Writers 

International Society 
of Women Geographers 

League (National} of 
American Pen Women 

Medical Society of 
County of New York 

Candace Wheeler 

Mina Bruere 

Gertrude Whitney 

Katherine Blake 

Helen G. Adler 
Harriet I. Backus 
Helen G. Brown 
Martha Bruere 
Rachel Crothers 
Dorothy Elmhirst 
Elizabeth Jordan 
Adele Lehman 
Annie Meyer 
Maud Nathan 
Blair Niles 
Emily Putnam 
Grace Seton 
Florentine Sutro 
Princess Troubetzkoy 
Blanche Wagstaff 
Gertrude Whitney 

Virginia Gildersleeve 
Emily Putnam 

Annie Meyer 
Princess Troubetzkoy 

Grace Seton 

Grace Seton 

Rosalie Morton 
Grace Seton 

Blanche Wagstaff 

Mary Jacobi 
Rosalie Morton 
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Founder 

President 
1928-30 

Vice President 

New York delegate 
President 
1926-28 

Member of 
Committee on 
Public Health 
Education 1909-13 



Medical Women's National Rosalie Morton 
and International 
Association 

National Association of lydia Emmet 
Portrait Painters 

National Association of Annie Meyer 
Professional Women 

National Association of Constance Curtis 
Women Painters and 
Sculptors 

National Society of Ella C. lamb 
Mural Painters 

National Association of Constance Curtis 
Women Artists 

National Society of 
Women Artists 

National Society of 
Women Geographers 

New York Academy of 
Medicine 

New York Bar 
Association 

New York County Lawyer 
Association 

New York County Medical 
Society 

New York State Medical 
Society 

P.E.N. 

Poetry Society of 
America 

Katherine Larkin 

Grace Seton 

Rosalie Morton 

Jessie Ashley 

Jessie Ashley 

Emily Barringer 
Eleanor Campbell 
Rosal.ie Morton 

Emily Barringer 

Martha Bruere 
Rachel Crothers 
Elizabeth Jordan 
Blair Niles 

Maud Hadden 
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Vice President 

Vice President 

Member of 
Organizing 
Committee 

Fellow 

Private quizzer 
for 
Association 

Member of House 
of Delegates 



Society of American 
Authors 

Society of American 
Dramatists (and 
Composers) 

The Society of Women 
Geographers 

State Medical 
Association 

Women's Medical Society 
of New York State 

Florence Sutro 

Rachel Crothers 
Elizabeth Jordan 

Agnes Meyer 
Lucy Mitchell 
Blair Niles 

Mary Jacobi 

Emily Barringer 
Rosalie Morton 
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A Founder 

First Delegate 

President 1918 
President 1927-28 

Number of Professional Associations Pertaining to: 

Medicine 11 

Art 16 

Science 9 

Miscellaneous 9 

Total 45 



Appendix F 

Innovative Actions of 
Research Population 

462 

Individual (N=32) Activity 

Emily Barringer 

Eleanor Belmont 

Katherine Blake 

Lillie Blake 

Inez Boissevain 

Agnes Cromwell 

Elsie de Wolfe 

Sophie Dey 

Sarah Doremus 

First woman to receive a diploma of 
internship at Bellevue Hospital 

First woman to serve on staff of 
a general municipal hospital 

First woman to serve on Metropolitan 
Opera Association 

First woman treasurer of the 
National Education Association 

First woman to demand that women be 
allowed to attend Columbia University 

First American woman to parade the 
streets of London carrying the Votes 
for Women banner and headed first 
suffrage parades in New York City 

First woman appointed to the New 
Jersey State Board of Education 

First woman to serve on the New 
Jersey State Hospital Board 

One of first women to fly in an 
airplane 

One of first women to register in 
New York State as a voter in 1920 

1860 helped found Woman's Union 
Missionary Society, first organization 
of women to Christianize heathen 
women 

1854 helped establish Nursery and 
Child's Hospital, the first of its 
kind to provide day care 



Helen Draper 

Mary Glenn 

Florence Harriman 

Mary Jacobi 

Florence Kelley 

Ella Kindred 

Agnes Meyer 

Annie Meyer 

Lucy Mitchell 

Rosalie Morton 
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Helped found the Woman's Hospital, 
the first founded to treat diseases 
peculiar to women 

Only woman delegate at the 1920 
General Council of league of Red 
Cross Societies 

Second woman elected President of 
National Conference of Charities and 
Correction 1915 

Only woman member of the Walsh 
Committee 

First woman admitted to Ecole de 
Medecin 

Second woman member of Medical 
Society of County of New York 

First woman in country to be 
appointed Chief Inspector of 
Factories (Illinois) 1893 

Although she never practised law, 
she was admitted to the bar of the 
Supreme Court of U.S. 

First woman reporter for New York 
Morning Sun 

Member of first graduating class at 
Barnard College 

first woman to play tennis in New 
York park 

first woman faculty member at 
University of California at Berk ele~' 

First Dean of Women at University of 
California at Berkeley 

first woman appointed to the teaching 
staff of the medical school of 
Columbia University 1915 

First hospital in any country to 
be named after a woman was named 
after her 



Amelie Troubetzxay 
(Princess) 

Blanche Wagstaff 

464 

One of the first American authors 
to be influenced by the advances in 
psychiatry during the late nineteeth 
and early twentieth century 

Edited first pastry magazine in 
America 



Caroline Phelps 

M 

James B. Stokes 

- - --~ -------------------

Appendix G* 

Detailed Outline of Dodge-James-Phelps-Stokes 
Kinship Network 

a) Founding Families 

Anson Green Phelps 1871-1853 

•••• Phelps 

M 

Melissia Phelps 

M 

Daniel Willis James William E. Dodge 

*Based on private communication from Dr. Dusky L. Smith, Department of 
Sociology, McMaster University. 
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Ui11iam E. Dodge 
1832-1'lC3 

b) 'Dodge' Branch 

David L. Dodge 
1774-1052 

I 
Uilliam E. Dodge 
1805-1083 

- I - --- - __j -

- 1 [ -- - - r - - - - 1 - -
Alice C.H. Dodge Grace H. Dodoe Cleveland H. Dodge 

George E. Dodge 
1849-1904 

- -- -- r 
Arthur M. 
1852-1896 

l 
r~~;~YI w~ Dodf]e 
1878-1937 lPGS-1~46 1856-1914 - 1860-1926 

----------------- -- --- r ---
Dodge David S. Dodge 

1836-1n1 

M-a;~h~ll-J. Dodge L~ci~ B. ~odge Clarehce r. Dodge 
1876-19?? 1877-1939 

- / - - - --1 -- j_ I 
Aileen Osborn Frederick H. Osborn Cleveland £. 

1889-19?? 1888-19?? 
Dodge 8ayarJ Dodge ElizabJth Dodge 

1888-1972 
. \ 

Reg~na P. Dodoe 

Cleveland E. Dodge 
1922 



- -~ ~-~---------

c) 'James' Branch 

Daniel Willis James 
(brother-in-law of 
William Earl Dodge) 

I 
D. Willis James 
1832-1907 

Ellen 

E. Haywood Ferry 
1864-

M 

s. Curtis 

~rthur Curtis 
1867-1941 

M 

James 

Amelia Parsons~------> Harriet Eddy Parsons 

William DeFor~st Manice 
1889-1961 

M 

Harriet Ferry 

Olivia Phelps James 

M 

Robert Hoe 

~ 
Ernest Trow 

M 

Laura Phelps 

Carter 

Hoe 



d) 'Stokes' llranch 

James B. Stokes 
180?- j r-~----- -- ------- ---- ~- r---~~-~~-----r--- --~-

Anson P. Stokos Caroline P. Stokes James B. Stokes 
1838-1913 1854-1909 184?-

- _i __ r- ------~ ---~- -- ---T------~----~---- ----r - ----- ~-----~---~-----r--- -------------- -r- -------------- -- -T 

-~--- - - --~ -~-- -------

Olivia P. Stokes Uilliam Earl Dodge Stokes 
1847-1927 1852-1926 

~nsan P, Stokes Ethel P. Stokes Helen P, Stokes I.N.P, Stokes James G.P, Stokes Harold P, 
1874-1958 1876-1952 1867-1944 1872-1960 1687-L 
t\nson 
1'.!05 

P. Stokes 
r --- --- ------ ~----- r-- -

I.N.P. Stokes Olivia P, Stokes 
1'106-

--- --r--------
Helen P. Stokes 

N.P.Sj ~lorrill 
1939-

--- ----------- ------- r-
stokes Caroline fJ, Stokes 

1896-



Aopendix H* 

Detailed Listing of Directorshios** Held by 
Dodoe-James-Phel~s-Stokes Family Members in 
Social Welfare and Cultural Organizations 

l 
Daniel Willis James 

Daniel Willi~ James 1832-1907 
Amharst University 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 

t 
Arthur Curtis James 

Amherst University 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Union Theological Seminary 
New York Public Library 

~ 
E. Haywood Ferry 1864-1940 

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 
United Hospital Fund 

William De~orest Manics 1889-1961 
St. Nicholas Society, secretary 
Metropolitan Opera Association 
New York Zoological Society 
Christodora House 
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St. Thomas Protestant Episcopal Church 
Church of the Advent 

Robert Hoe 1839-1909 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, co-founder 
Groller Club, co-founder 
Union League, member 

David L. Dodge 1774-1852 
New York Peace Society 
American Peace Society 
New York Bible Society, co-founder 

t 
William E. Dodge 1805-1883 

American University of Beirut, co-founder 
YMCA 
National Temperance Society 

*Based on private communication from Dr. Dusky L. 
Smith, Department of Sociology, McMaster University. 

**Unless otherwise specified. 



William E. Dodge 1832-1903 
YMCA, president 

.J,. 
Cleveland H. Dodge 1860-1926 

YMCA 
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National Institute of Social Science 
Russell Sage Foundation 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
American Committee, Near East Relief 
New York Public Library 
Princeton 
United War Work Fund 

t 
Cleveland E. Dodge 1888-

Columbia University 
Princeton University 
Columbia Teachers College 
Laura s. Rockefeller Foundation 
International House 
Grant Foundation 
American Museum of Natural History 
Protestant Council of the City of New York 
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation 
Woodrow Wilson Foundation 
James Stokes Foundation 
Grant Memorial Association 

Cleveland E.t Dodge 1922-
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation 

David L. Dodge 1774-1852 

William E. Jodge 1805-1883 
! 

Reverend David s. Dodge 1836-1921 
Home Missions of Presbyterian Church 
1899-1921 

American University of Bierut 

M 

Flora Bigelow (whose father was editor 
of the New York Eveninq Post 1848-1861) 
American-Arrs-and Letters---
New York Public Library 
Astor Foundation 
Lennox Foundation 
Tildon Foundation 
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U.S. Ambassador to France 1864-67, 
appointed by President Lincoln 
Secretary of State of New York, 1875-77 
Co-owner of New York Post with William 
Cullen Bryanr-- ---- ----
His granddaughter married the U.S. 
Ambassador to Portugal. 
Another granddaughter married J.P. Morgan Jr. 

~ 

Clarence Phelps Dodge 1877-1939 
Colorado Springs Gazette, publisher 
American University of Beirut 
Brookings Institute 
Institute of Criminal Science 
National War Work Council 
National Committee for Social Education 
George Washington Parkway Fund 
Community Chest of Washington D.C. 

M 

Regina lunt 
YMCA, chairperson of finance committee 
Civic league 

~ 
Regina Phelps Dodge 

M 

Charles William Eliot (grandson of Charles 
William Eliot, president of Harvard 
1869-1909) 

David l. Dodge 1774-1852 
J 

William E. Dodge 1805-1883 
} 

Reverend s. Dodge 1836-1821 
t 

Lucie B. Dodge 
Endowned a professorship in Music at Harvard 
Established the Walter and lucie Rosen 
Foundation 

David l. Dodge 1774-1852 
~ 

William E. Dodge 1805-1883 
t 

William E. Dodge 1832-1903 
t 

Grace Hoadley Dodge 1860-1926 
Columbia Teachers College, co-founder 



New York City Board of Education 
YWCA, president 
Working Girls Society 
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City College of New York, vice president 

David L. Dodge 1774-1852 
t 

William E. Dodge 1805-1883 

Alice C. 

Et Dodge 

t. 
Hoadley 

1832-1903 William 

Dodge 1865-1946 

M 

William C. C3born 1862-1951 
Princeton University 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Children's Aid Society 
Hudson River Conservation Society 

Aileen osJorn 

M 

Vanderbilt Uebb 1891-19~6 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Williamsberg Restoration 
Groton 
American University of Beirut 
Frick Art Collection 
YMCA 

David L. Dodge 1774-1852 

William E.}Dodge 1805-1883 

William E.~Dodge 1832-1903 
~ 

Alice C. Hoadley Dodge 1865-1946 
t 

Frederick H. Osborn 1889-
Carnegie Foundation 
American Museum of Natural History 
(his uncle was president) 
International House 
Research Corporation 
Princeton University 
Lingnan University of China, chairman 
National Health Council 
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Palisades Interstate Park Commission 
Population Association of America 
American Eugenic Society 
Eugenics Research Association 
Council on Population Policy 
Rockefeller University 
Milbank Foundation 

David L. Dodge 1774-1B52 
~ 

William E. Dodge 1805-1B83 
~ 

William E. Dodge 1B32-1903 
+ 

Cleveland H. Dodge 1860-1926 
~ 

Bayard Dodge 1B88-1972 
(twin of Cleveland E.) 

American University of Cairo 
Near East Relief 
American University of Beirut, president 
1913-1948 

M 

May Bliss, daughter of Reverend Dr. Howard. 
S. Bliss (former president of the American 
University of Beirut) granddaughter of 
Reverend Daniel Bliss (former president and 
co-founder with William E. Dodge 1805-
1883 of the American University in Beirut) 

David L. Dodge 1774-1852 
~ 

William E. Dodge 1805-1883 
~ 

William E. Dodge 1832-1903 
+ 

Cleveland H. Dodge 1860-1926 
+ 

Julia P. Dodge 

M 

James C. Rea 1882-
Princeton University 
Oitcarian Crabbe Foundation 
Western Pennsylvania Hospital 
Carnegie Institute of Technology 



Carnegie Foundation 
3hady Side .qcaueny 

~ 
~il1i3m H. Rea 1912-

University of Pittsburgh 
Suhl Foundation 
Princeton University 
American University of Beirut 

Thomas Stokes 
American Tract Society 
American Bible Society 
American Peace Society 
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London Missionary Society, co-founder 
t 

James B. Stokes 
Descendent of three colonial governors 
Association for Improving the Conditions 
of the Poor 

Anson Phefps Stokes 1838-1913 
Reform Club, co-founder 
American Social Science Association 
American Bible Society 
YMCA 
Civil Service Reform Association 
National Association of Anti Imperialist 
Clubs 
Free Trade League 

t 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1874-1958 
Protestant Episcopal Church, deacon 
Yale, secretary 1899-1921 
St. Pauls Protestant Episcopal Church, 
priest 190D-1918 
Phelps Stokes Foundation 
Yale-in-China, founder 
Rockefeller Foundation 
General Education Board 
Tuskeegee Institute 
St. Pauls Church 
International Education Board 
Alley Dwelling Authority, Washington D.C., 
appointedtby President Roosevelt as organizer 

Anson Phelps Stokes 1905-
Protestant Episcopal Church, deacon and 
priest 1933-
Bishop of Massachusetts 1956-1970 
Phelps Stokes Foundation 
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Thomas Stokes 
t 

Ja~es B. Stokes 

l 
Anson Phelos Stokes 1838-1913 J ' 
Caroline M. Phelps Stokes 

M 

Robert Hunter 1874-1942 
Chicago Bureau of Charities, organizing 
secretary 1896-1902 
City Home Association, ch~i~man of 
investigating committee, Chicago 
Municioal Lodging House, Chicago 
Small Parks Commission, Chicago 
Hull House, president 1899-1902 
Committee for Abolition of Child Labor, 
New York 1902-1906 
Toynbee Hall, London, England 1899 {summer) 
University Settlement, New York headworker, 
1902 
Professor of Sociology, University of 
California 1918-1922 
Author: Poverty, 1904; Violence and the 
Labor Movement 1906; Socialists At Work 
1908; Revolution 1940; 

Thomas Stokes 
t 

James B. Stokes 

Anson Ptelps Stokes 1838-1913 
t 

Ethel Phelps Stokes 1876-1952 

M 

John Sherman Hoyt 1869-1954 
(nephew of General William Tecumseh Sherman) 

Boy Scouts of America, co-founder 
YMCA, executive committee 
Babies Hospital 
Christodora House, president 
United Hospitals Fund 
Phelps Stokes Fund 



Thomas Stokes 
~ 

James B. Stokes 
I 

\Y 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1938-1913 

! 
'if 

Helen Olivia Phelps Stokes 1869-
American Civil Liberties Union 
Women's Trade Union League 
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Rivington Neighborhood Association (alsot 
donated two buildings on lower East side} 

Thomas Stokes 

t 
James B. Stokes 

t 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1838-1913 

i 
Anson P~elps Stokes 1874-1958 

t 
Helen Phelps Stokes 

M 

Edwin K. Merrill 1902-1963 
Phelps Stokes Fund 
Childrens Aid Society 

Thomas Stokes 

t 
James B. Stokes 1B0?-19?? 

t 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1838-1913 

I 
'>)/ 

Isaac Newton Phelps Stokes 1B67-1944 
New York Historical Society 
Community Service & Society 
Committee of New Buildings 
New York State Housing Commission 1901 
(appointed by Governor Teddy Roosevelt) 
New York Arts Commission 

Thomas Stokes 

t 
James 8. Stokes 

J, 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1838-1913 
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Isaac Newton Phelps Stokes 1867-1944 

M 

Edith Minturn 1868-
Charity Organizing Society 
Association for Improving Conditions of 
the Poor 
Madison Square Boys Club 
Mission Society 
National & Child Labor Society 
New York Protestant Episcopal Mission Society 

Thomas Stokes 
t 

Anson Phelps Stokes 1B38-1913 
~ 

Anson Phelps Stokes 1874-1958 
t 

Isaac Newton Phelps Stokes 1906-
federal Trade Commission, clerk 1933-34 
Securities and Exchange Commission 1934-36 
Office of Price Administration 1941-2 
War Productions Board 1942-45 
Department of State, International 
Organization of Affairs 1945-48 
Department of Commerce 1948-49 
u.s. Special Representative in Europ2, 
general council, 1949-50 
u.s. Delegation to General Assembly of 
United Nations, 1946 

M 

Barbara Hoyt (1913-1965) 
great granddaughter of Chief Justice of 
Supreme Court, Salmon P. Chase (who was a 
former U.S. Senator from Ohio, 1849-1855 
and Governor of Ohio, 1855-1859, and 
Secretary of Treasury under President 
Lincoln) 

James B. Stokes 
1 

James B. Stokes 
YMCA, founding member of International YMCA 
YMCA, first board of trustees 
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Thomas Stokes 
I 

James BJ Stokes 

Anson P~elps Stokes 1838-1913 

James G} Phelps Stokes 1872-1960 
YMCA 1899-1960 
Tuskegee 
China Society 
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Academy of Political Society 
Association for Improving Conditions of 
the Poor 
Nurseries of the City of New York 
Commission of Charities and Correction 
Intercollegiate Socialist Society, president 
1907-18 
Socialist Party, member 1906-1917 
Alliance for Labor and Democracy, member 
1917-19 
Russian Information Bureau in U.S. 1917-22 

M 

Rose Pastor 1879-1933 
Intercollegiate Socialist Society 
Active in workers strike, 1912 
Wrote articles, poems, reviews for 
INDEPENDENT, EVERYBODY, ARENA and CENTURY 
magazines. Sentenced to prison for ten 
years for a letter to the editor appearing 
in the Kansas City Star in 1918 in which 
she wrote, "I am fortii'e people, while the 
government is for the profiteers." She 
eventually joined the Communist Party and 
wrote for Pravda and the Worker, and ran 
for political office on the Communist Party 
ticket. She died in 1933 at the age of 53. 

Thomas Stokes 
~ 

James B. Stokes 

Anson Phe1os Stokes 

Anson Phefps Stokes 
t 

Olivia Phelps Stokes 

M 

1838-1913 

1874-1958 

John Davis Hatch 1907 



Phelps Stokes Foundation 
Seattle Art Museum 
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Western Association of Art Museums 
Albany Institute History of Art 
Lenox School for Boys (Episcopal) 
American Association of Museums 
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Aopendix I* 

Examoles of Dodoe** Family Tradition*** 
in Social Welfare, Cultural and Economic 

Orqanizations 

Tuskegee Institute 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1838-1913 
James G. Phelps Stokes 

Donations from Phelps Stokes 
Foundation 

Donations from individual 
family members 

American University of Beirut 
Rev. David S. Dodge 1836-1921 
Clarence Phelps Dodge 1877-1939 
William H. Rea 1912 
Murray W. Dodge 1878-1937 
Bayard Dodge 1888-1972 
Vanderbilt Webb 1891-1956 

Princeton University 
William H. Rea 1912 
James C. Rea 
Cleveland E. Dodge 1888 
Cleveland H. Dodge 1860-1926 
Frederick Henry Osborn 1889 
William C. Osborn 1865-1946 

Phelps Stokes Fund 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1838-1913 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1874-1958 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1905 
Harold Phelps Stokes 1887 
Isaac Newton Phelps Stokes 1906 
Edwin K. Merrill 1902-1963 
John Davis Hatch Jr. 1907 
John Sherman Hoyt 1869-1954 

YMCA-YWCA 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1838-1913 
James G. Phelps Stokes 1872-196[ 
James B. Stokes Jr. founding 

member, member of first board 
of trustees 

Olivia E. Phelps Stokes 
1847-1927 

Uilliam Earl Dodge 1832-1903, 
president 

Murray W. Dodge 1878-1937 
Grace H. Dodge 1856-1914, 
president 

Clarence Phelps Dodge 1877-1939 
James C. Rea 1882-
Vanderbilt Webb 1871-1956 
George Huntington 1878-1953 

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Robert Hoe 1839-19D9, co­
founder 
D. Willis James 1832-1907 
Arthur C. James 1867-1941 
Vanderbilt Webb 1891-1956 
William C. Osborn 1857-1935 
George E. Dodge 1849-1904 

Charity Organization Society 
Arthur M. Dodge 1852-1896, 
co-founder 
Murray w. Dodge 1878-1937 
Edith M. Stokes 1868-

Childrens Aid Society 
William C. Osborn 1857-1935, 
president for thirty years 

Edwin K. Merrill 1867-1963 

*Based on private communication from Dr. Dusky L. Smith, 
Department of Sociology, McMaster University. 

**Dodge family includes, as indicates in preceding 
appendices, James-Phelps-Stokes branches. 

***Listings indicate directorships unless otherwise 
specified. 



Phelps, Dodge Corporation 
Anson G. Phelps, co-founder 
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William Earl Dodge 1805-1883, co-founder 
James B. Stokes 
Daniel Willis James 
General Charles c. Dodge 1841-1910 
Cleveland E. Dodge 1888 
Cleveland E. Dodge 1922 
Cleveland H. Dodge 1860-1926 
William E. Dodge 1805-1883 
William E. Dodge 1832-1903 
D. Willis James 1832-1907 
Arthur Curtis James 1867-1941 
E. Haywood Ferry 1864-1940 
William DeForest Manice 1889-1961 
Anson Phelps Stokes 1838-1923 
William C. Osborn 
William C. Osborn 
Vanderbilt Weob 1891-1956 
James C. Rea 1882 
William H. Rea 1912 
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Aooendix J 

Social Welfare Organiza~ions, Assoc~ations and Institutions 
Founded* by ~emoers of Research Pooulation 

Miscellaneous Social Uelfare Oroanizations 

Grace House Catherine Uolfe 

Hartley Open Air Tenement Helen Jenkins 

Hospites (Home for refugee social 
workers) Mary Glenn 

Kate Macy Ladd Convalescent Home Kate Ladd 

Society for the Prevention of Useless 
Giving Eleanor Belmont 1912 

Slavonic Immigrant Home Helen Jenkins 1909 

Training School for Public Service 
later National Institute of 
Public Administration Mary Harriman 1911 

Val Kill Furniture Shop Eleanor Roosevelt 1924 

Waverley House (later under New York 
Probation Association) ~aude Hadden 

Community Centres and Settlement Houses 

Bayway (New Jersey) Community Cottage Abby Rockefeller 1920 
and Community Center 

Bronx House Music School Department Josephine ~orgenthau 

Deering Community Center Elizabeth Campbell 

Greenwich House (Settlement House) Mary Simkhovitch 

Junior League Mary Rumsey 1901 

Little Cranberry Island Neighbourhood 
House Mabel Tuttle 

*The individuals listed may not be solely responsible 
for founding the organization or institution. 



Neighbourhood House of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Sisterhood Rachel Toledano 

University Settlement (Settlement 
House) Alice Pine 

Religious Organizations 

Church Mission of Help 

Good Fellowship Council of 5th Avenue 
Baptist Church 

Guild of the Infant Savior 

Sephardic Community Centre 

Mary Glenn 1911 

Abby Rockefeller 

Clara McGinnis 

Rachel Toledano 

General Organizational Structures 

Federation of Protestant Welfare 
Agencies 

International and National Red Cross 

International and National Y.W.C.A. 

New York State Charities Aid 
Association 

New York Charity Organization Society 

Lillie Parker 

Kate Davison 
Elisabeth Reid 

Vera Cushman 
Grace Dodge 
Mary French 

Josephine lowell 
louisa Schuyler 

Josephine Lowell 
Gertrude Rice 

Public Health Organizations 

Bellevue Hospital Training School for 
Nurses 

Charity Hall (Nursery and Childs 
Hospital) Committee of Public 
Kitchen's Home Hospital-Part of 
N.Y. AICP 

Cumberland Hospital Training School 
for Nurses 

Cottage Hospital (Santa Barbara) 

Elizabeth Hobson 
louisa Schuyler 

Mary Sullivan 1880's 
Florence Tobin 

Alice Pine 

Alida Hazard 
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East Harlem Health Center Helen Draper 

Hahneham Hospital Helene Bell 

Harriman Research Laboratory 
Roosevelt Hospital Mary Harriman 1913 

Ice Flotilla Committee Gertrude Smith 1916 

Judson Health Center Eleanor Campbell 1921 

La Fayette Preventorium Inc. Beatrice Chanler 

Lighthouse (for the blind) Edith Bloodgood 
Winifred Mather 1913 

Loomis Sanitarium (for tuberculosis) Mrs. Richard Irwin 

Mills Memorial Hospital, California Elisabeth Reid 

Minturn Hospital 
Modified Milk for Tenement Babies Mrs. John Minturn 
First labratory department Winifred Mather 

New York Diet Kitchen Association Abigail Gibbons 1873 

New York Hospital Helen Whitney 

New York Skin and Cancer Hospital Ellin Speyer 1886 

Nursery and Child's Hospital Sarah Doremus 1854 

Sloane Maternity Hospital (later part 
of Columbia Presbyterian Medical 
Center) Emily White 

Somerset Hills Visiting Nurse 
Association Maud Pyne 

United Hospital Fund Ellin Speyer 1881 

Visiting Nurse Association of Somerest Katherine Bliss 

Women's Hospital Sarah Doremus 1855 

World War I Organizations 

American Friends of France Anne Morgan 



Stage Women's War Relief Fund 

Surgical Dressings Committee of 
America 

.:.,g 5 

Rachel Crothers 

Mary Willard 

Financial Oroanizations 

Commonwealth Fund 

Daniel and Florence Guggenheim 
Foundation 

Mary Harriman Charitable Trust 

Adele and Arthur Lehman Foundation 

Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation 

Phelps Stokes Fund {Public Housing) 

Russell Sage Foundation 

Woodrow Wilson Foundation 

Wolfe Fund for the Aged and Infirm 

Anna Harkness 1918 

Florence Guggenheim 1924 

Mary Harriman 1925 

Adele Lehman 

Kate Ladd 1930 

Caroline Stokes 

Margaret Sage 1907 

Katrina Tiffany 

Catherine Wolfe 

Oroanizations Relating to Women and Children 

Association of Day Nurseries of New 
York City 

Big Sisters (Protestant) 

Brightside Day Nursery and 
Kindergarten 

Camp Emanu-El of Emanu-El Synagogue 

Alice Chapin Nursery 

Child Adoption Committee of the 
Free Synagogue 

Child Study Association of America 

Family Welfare Association of America 

German Governesses Home 

Isaac T. Hopper Home {for discharged 
women convicts) 

Josephine Dodge 

Lillie Parker 

Irene Guggenheim 1894 

Florence Guggenheim 

Alice Chapin 1911 

Louise Wise 1910 

Helen Adler 

Mary Glenn 1911 

Julia Longfellow 

Abigail Gibbons 



Jeuell Day Nursery 

National Birth Control League of 
America 

Neu York Infant Asylum 

Presbyterian Home for Aged Women 

Protestant Asylum for Infants 

Elisabeth Whitelau Reid Club and 
Home for Boys and Girls 

Spence Chapin Adoption Service 

Josephine Dodge 

Jessie Ashley 
Gertrude Pinchot 1916 

Abigail Gibbons 

Sarah Doremus 

Abigail Gibbons 

Elisabeth Reid 

Alice Chapin 
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Aopendix K 

Labour-Related Organizations and Associations Founded by 
Research Population Members 

American Craftsmen's Council 

Working Girls Vacation Association 
(later Vacation Saving Fund of 
Neu York and later American 
Woman's Assosiation) 

Consumer's League 

Handicraft League of Craftsmen 

International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union 

Irene Working Girls Club 

Kitchen Garden Association (later 
Industrial Education Association) 

New York House and School of Industry 

Women's Exchange 

Women's Trade Union League 

Aileen 0. Webb 

Grace Dodge 
Eleanor Belmont 
Julia Stimson 
Anne Morgan 

Mary Jacobi 
Amanda Lauterbach 
Mary Loines 
Josephine Lowell 
Maud Nathan 

Aileen Webb 

Helen Marot 

Helen Henderson 

Grace Dodge 

Sarah Doremus 1850 

Candace Wheeler 

Gertrude Barnam (National) 
Mary Dreier (New York City) 
Margaret Robins (New York 

City) 
Helen Maret 
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N.A.~.S.A. Executive 1900-1920* 
Upper-Class Ties 
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Addams, Jane Father was prosperous miller, banker 
and community leader and also served 
as state senator. 

Anthony, Susan B. Maternal grandfather was member of 
Massachusetts State Legislature. 
Father built up successful insurance 
business. Home often visited by 
prominent reformers of the time, for 
example, William Lloyd Garrison. 

Ashley, Jessie Treasurer 1910-12. Member of 
research population. 

Avery, Rachel Educated at private school. Father 
was founder and editor of Pittsburgh 
Dispatch, member of the state 
legislature and owner of a 
'considerable fortune•. 

Blackwell,Alice Father was Cincinnati hardware 
merchant. Family very prominent 
in reform circles. No indication of 
great wealth. 

Bowen, Louise No listing. 

Breckinridge, Madeline Great grandfather was Henry Clay. 
Mother and father's families were 
amongst 'leading citizens of 
Kentucky'. Educated at private 
school. Husband (brother of Sophonisba 
Breckinridge) was editor of Lexington 
Herald. 

Breckinridge, Sophonisba Father was Congressman, lawyer and 
Confederate colonel. Great grandfather 
was Kentucky Senator and Attorney 
General under Jefferson. Attended 
prestigious Wellesley College. 

*The N.A.W.S.A. executive for each year is listed on the 
first page of the chapter for that year in the History of 
Woman Suffrage, Volume V. In each year there were nine or ten 
members of the executive. The information on upper-class 
affiliations is drawn from Notable American ~omen. 
Research population members are underlined. 



Brown, Gertrude Foster 

Catt, Carrie Chapman 

Clark, Nellie 

Clay, Laura 

Coggeshall, Mary 

Denner, Mary Ware 

Dudley, Anne Dallas 

Eaton, Cora Smith 

Fitzgerald, Susan w. 
Gardener, Helen H. 

Gordon, Kate 

Hay, Mary Garret 

Jacobs, Pattie Ruffner 

Kelley, Florence 

Laidlaw, Harriet 

Livermore, Mrs. Arthur 

McCormick, Katharine 

McCormick, Ruth Hanna 

L~89 

No listing. 

Husband was civil engineer who owned 
construction firm. Husband provided 
her with financial independence for 
life. 

No listing. 

Mother was from wealthy family. 
Father was gentleman farmer. 
Educated at private school. 

No listing. 

No indication of upper-class ties. 

No listing. 

No listing. 

No listing. 

No indication of upper-c.Lass ties. 

Educated in private schools. She 
was a member of New Orlean's 'best 
society•. 

Member of locally prominent family. 

Grandfather was wealthy salt merchant. 
Father was owner of prosperous 
mercantile house. Studied in Europe. 
Husband was well-to-do railroad man. 

Second Vice President, 1905-1910. 
Member of research population. 

Auditor, 1911-1915. 
Member of research population. 

No listing. 

No listing. 

Father, Mark Hanna, was one of 
country's foremost industrial 
leaders. Father and husband were 
U.S. Senators. Educated at private 
school. Husband was scion of famous 
publishing family. 
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McCullough, Catherine No indication of upper-class ties. 

Miller, Helen Guthrie No listing. 

Morrison, Mary Foulke No listing. 

Myers, Annie Jeffreys No listing. 

Ogden, Esther G. No listing. 

Parks, Maud W. No listing. 

Patterson, Hannah J. Father was prominent banker in 
West Newton, Pennsylvania. 

Potter, Frances No listing. 

Roessing, Jennie B. No listing. 

Rogers, Emma Winner No listing. 

Shuler, Nettie Roger No indication of upper-class ties. 

Ruutz-Rees, Caroline No listing. 

Shaw, Anna Howard No indication of upper-class ties. 

Somerville, Nellie No listing. 

Sperry, Mary No listing. 

Stewart, Ella No listing. 

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady Father was a member of state 
legislature and a member of Supreme 
Court of New York. Grandfather was 
member of New York legislature. 
Cousin, Gerrit Smith, was son of 
John Jacob Astor's partner. 

Upton, Harriet Father was influential member of 
u.s. Congress. Husband was member 
of influential Oregon family. 

Whitney, Charlotte A. No listing. 

Wilson,Justina L. No listing. 

Young, Rose No listing. 



National Woman's Party Executive Committee 1917-1920* 
Upper-Class T~es 

Baker, Abby Scott 

Belmont, Alva 

Brannan, Eunice 

Burns, Lucy 

No information. 

President, 1920-1933. 
Member of research population. 

Member of research population. 

Educated at Vassar, Yale and in 
Europe. 

Crocker, Gertrude L. Educated at Vassar. 

Fendall, Mary Gertrude Educated at-Bryn Mawr College. 

Gardner, Matilda Hall Father was editor of Chicago Tribune. 
Educated in Europe. 

Hepburn, Mrs. Thomas N. No information. 

Hilles, Florence Father was American Ambassador 
to Great Britain and Secretary of 
State under Cleveland. 

Hooker, Mrs. Donald R. No information. 

Hopkins, Mrs. J.A.H. Husband was leader of Progressive 
Party. 

Kent, Mrs. William No information. 

Leach, Mrs. Henry G. No information. 

Lewis, Mrs. Lawrence Member of prestigious family. 
Ancestor was first u.s. Treasurer. 

Martin, Anne Educated in Europe. 

Paul, Alice Educated at Swarthmore College. 
President of N.U.P. 

-*Each year there were approximately sixteen members on the 
committee. The names of the committee members are listed in Stevens 
Jailed for Freedom, pp. 373-4. Notable American Women had 
listings for only three of these women. Consequently, re-
course was made to the biographical sketches contained in Stevens, 
Jailed for Freedom, pp. 354-371. 
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No information .. Stevens, Doris 

Vernon, Mabel Educated at Suarthmore College. 

Wainwright, Mrs. Richard No information. 

Younger, ~ Member of research population. 



Aocendix N 

National Association Opposed to Woman Suffraqe Executive* 
Founded 1911 

President, 1911-1917 

President, 1917-1920 

Vice President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Mrs. Arthur M. Dodoe (New York) 
Memoer of research population 

Mrs. James W. Wadsworth 
Member of research population 

Miss Mary A. Ames (Boston) 

Mrs. Horace Brock (Philadelphia) 

Mrs. William B. Glover (Connecticutt) 
(followed by Mrs. Robert Lansingt 
1917, wife of Secretary of State} 

Mrs. Robert Garrett (Baltimore) 

*The National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage 
Executive is listed on page 679 of the History of Woman 
Suffrage, Volume V. 
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Appendix Q 

Research Pooulation Involvement in 
Executive of New York State Woman Suffraae Party, 

1915 Camoaion* 

Carrie c. Catt Chairman 

Mrs. Norman de Whitehouse First Vice Chairman 
Member of research population. 

Mrs. James lees laidlaw Second Vice Chairman 
Member of research population. 

Mrs. Henry W. Cannon Third Vice Chairman 

Mrs. Michael Van Beuren Secretary 

Miss Alice Margan Wright Secretary 

Mrs. Ogden Mills Reid Treasurer 
Member of research population. 

Mrs. Raymond Brown Director 

Harriet May Mills Director 

Mrs. Dexter P. Rumsey Director 

Mrs. Arthur L. Livermore Director 

This executive was re-elected in 1916 with the exception of 
Mrs. Van Beuren who was replaced by Mrs. Charles Noel Edge. 

*This executive is listed in the History of Woman Suffraoe, VI, 
p. 475. Apparently, the old N.A.W.S.A. structure for New 
York State was incorporated into this new party in 1909. 
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Appendix P 

Participation of Research Population in Executive of 
New YorK Branch of N.A.W.S.A., 1901-1913* 

1901 Mariana W. Chapman 
Ella Crossett 

1902-1909 Ella Crossett 
Harriet May Mills 

1909 

1910-1913 

Harriet May Mills 
Nettie R. Shuler 
f'lary T. Sanford 
Ada M. Hall 
Ida A. Craft 
Isabel Howland 
Alice Williams 
Anna E. Merritt 
Georgiana Potter 
Mrs. Nicholas s. Fraser 
Mrs. William M. Ivins 
Eliza w. Osborne 
Mariana w. Chapman 
Mrs. Fanny Villard 

Harriet May Mills 
Mrs. Arthur L.Livermore 
(succeeded by Mrs. 
William L. Colt) 
(succeeded by Mrs.Marie 
J. Howe ) 
Mrs. Roxana Burrows 
Mrs. Nicholas S.Fraser 
Mrs. William M. Ivins 
(succeeded by Maud 
Probasco ) ---­
Eliza w. Osborne 
Fannv Villard 

President since 1896 
Vice President 

President 
Vice President 

President 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer 
Officer, Member of research 

population 

President 
Vice President 

Member of research population 
Corresponding Secretary 
Recording Secretary 
Treasurer 

Member of research population 
Auditor 
Auditor, Member of research 

population 

*The names of the executive officers are derived from the 
History of Woman Suffrage, VI, Chapter XXXI. As evident, not 
all officials were recorda~ in the earlier phases of the 
organization's work. 



496 

Appendix C~ 

Research Papulation Involvement in 
Executive of New York Clty Branch of Uoman Suffra 

Carrie c. Catt 

Mary G. Hay 

Margaret C. Aldrich 

Anna R. lJells 

Martha W. Suffren 

Mrs. Robert McGregor 

Cornelia K. Hood 

Marie Jenny Howe 

Mrs. Joseph Fitch 

Mrs. A.J. Newbury 

Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw 

Mrs. H. Edward Dreier 

Henrietta S. Seeley 

Mrs. Alfred J. Eno 

Mrs. William G. Willcox 

founded 1909 
1915 Camoaian·,-(· 

State Campaign Chairman 

City Chairman 

Official, Member of research 
population 

Official 

Official 

Official 

Official 

Official, Member of research 
population 

Official 

Official 

Borough Chairman, Member of 
research population 

Borough Chairman Brooklyn 

Borough Chairman Bronx 

Borough Chairman Queens 

Borough Chairman Richmond 

*The names of the officials are derived from the History 
of lJoman Suffrage, Volume VI, p. 462. 
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Apoendix R 

Research Population Involvement in 
Executive of New York City Branch of woman Suffrage Party, 

1917 Campaign* 

Mary G. Hay Chairman 

Caroline McCormick Slade Member of research population 
Member of Executive Board 

Mar9aret c. Aldrich Member of research population 
Member of Executive Board 

Mrs. George Notman Member of Executive Board 

Annie Doughty Member of Executive Board 

Mrs. F. Robertson-Jones Member of Executive Board 

Mrs. Thomas B. Wells Member of Executive Board 

Ad aline w. Sterling f'lember of Executive Board 

Florence Gibb Pratt** Member of research population 
Member of Executive Board 

Mrs. Charles E. Simonson Member of Executive Board 

Dr. Katherine B. Davis Member of Executive Board 

Eliza McDonald Member of Executive Board 

Alice P. Hutchins Member of Executive Board 

Mrs. Louise Welzmiller Member of Executive Board 

*The names of the executives are derived from the History 
of Woman Suffrage, VI, p. 466. 

**The History of Woman Suffrage identifies this individual 
as Mrs. Herbert Lee Pratt. There is no way of determining 
if this is Florence Pratt cited above or her daughter-in-law, 
also Mrs. Herbert Lee Pratt. 



498 

Appendix S 

Research Population Involvement in 
Executive of Uomen 1 s Political Union 1906-1920* 

Harriet Stanton Blatch President 

Elizabeth Ellsworth Cook Vice President 

Marcia Townsend Treasurer 

Eunice Dana Brannan Chairman of Finace 
Member of research population 

Nora Stanton Blatch Editor of Publication 

Caroline Lexow Field Secretary 

Alberta Hill Executive Secretary 

Florence M. Cooley Executive Secretary 

*The executive is listed in the History of Uoman Suffraoe, VI, 
p. 487. The Union was formerly the Equality League for 
Self-Supporting Women and was founded in 1906. In 1915, it 
amalgamated with the Congressional Union. 

Note: Of the seventy-six executive positions listed for New 
YOrk State and New York City, fourteen, or eighteen percent 
were occupied by members of the research population. This 
does not signify that the remaining eighty-two percent were 
not members of the upper class. Rather, it is also possible 
that they were not residents of New York City, thoy did not 
turn up in the research process or there was insufficient 
information to determine their class status. 
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Aopendix T 

The Executive of Anti-Suffrage State Organizations 

New York State Association Op osed to Woman Suffra e 
Founded 1895 

Francis M. Scott 

Bertha Achelis 

No complete listing available. 

President 

Vice President, Member of 
research population 

New Jersey Association Ooposed to Woman Suffrage, 1915 

Mrs. E. Yarde Breeze 

Mrs. T.J. Preston 

Mrs. Garret A. Hobart 

Mrs. John R. Emery 

President 

Vice President, Member of 
research population 
(Former wife of President 
Grover Cleveland) 

Vice President 
(Widow of Vice President of 
the United States) 

Vice President 
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Apoendix U 

Recorded Financial Contributions from Research 
Paoulation Members 

Alva Belmont 

Dorothy Straight (later 
Elmhirst) 

Alice and Irene Lewisohn 

Mrs. Frank Leslie 

Katherine MacKay (later 
Blake) 

Margaret Sage 

Contributed funds to N.A.W.S.4. 
for national headquarters. 
Contributed funds to National 
Woman's Party to purchase 
national headquarters: $146,000. 
Contributed $10,000 to Southern 
Woman Suffrage Conference. 

Contributed $10,000 to N.A.W.S.A. 
in 1916. 

Contributed $1,000 each for new 
headquarters for Congressional 
Union. 

Contributed, through a bequest, 
$2,000,000 to N.A.W.S.A., 1914. 

Defrayed most of the exnenses 
for mass meeting ($2,000) at 
Harmanus-Bleecker Hall, 1910. 

Contributed $20,000 to N.A.W.S.A. 
in 1906. 
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Appendix 1/ 

Recorded Suffraqe-Related Publications Uritten bv 
Research Population Members 

Jessie Ashley 

Alva Belmont 

Lillie Blake 

Mary Jacobi 

Harriet Laidlaw 

Alice D. Miller 

Elsie Parsons 

Caroline Slade 

Josephine Dodge 

Pro-Suffrage 

In 1911 wrote an important series 
of articles in Woman's Journal 
regarding the class b1as of the 
N.A.W.S.A. (See above page ) 

Collaborated with Elsa Maxwell 
on suffrage operetta, 1916. 

In 1874, she wrote Fettered for 
Life, followed in 1833 by Woman's 
PTaee Today and in 1892 by ! 
Darina Experiment. 

In 1894, she wrote "Common Sense 
Applied to Woman Suffrage". 

In 1914, she compiled Organizing 
to Win, a handbook for suffragists. 

In 1915, she wrote a book of 
verse entitled Woman Are People. 
From 1914 to 1917 she wrote a 
newspaper column for the New 
York Tribune entitled "Ar'8"'\Jomen 
People?" 

In 1906, she wrote The Family, 
followed in 1913 by The Old­
Fashioned Woman, in 1914 by 
Fear and Conventionality and in 
1915 by Social Freedom. 

In the 1920's, she wrote a series 
of articles in behalf of jury 
duty for women. In New York State, 
the word 'male' was still in the 
statute books. 

Anti-Suffrage 

Editor of Woman's Protest. 
Author of anti-suffrage articles. 



Helen Johnson 

Alice Stimson 

Maria Van Rensselaer 
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Author of "Woman and the 
Republic". Editor of American 
Woman's Journal, which contained 
anti-suffrage articles. 

Author of anti-suffrage articles. 

Author of "Shall We Ask for 
Suffrage?", 1894. 
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